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ABBOZZ TA’ LIGI
msejjah

ATT sabiex jemenda I-Att dwar it-Trattament Xieraq tal-Annimali,
Kap. 439.

IL-PRESIDENT, bil-parir u lI-kunsens tal-Kamra tad-Deputati,
imlaqqgha f’dan il-Parlament, u bl-awtorita tal-istess, harget b’ligi dan
li gej:-

1. (1) It-titolu fil-qosor ta’ dan I-Att hu I-Att tal-2019 biex
jemenda I-Att dwar it-Trattament Xieraq tal-Annimali, u dan 1-Att
ghandu jinqara u jinftichem haga wahda mal-Att dwar it-Trattament
Xieraq tal-Annimali, hawn izjed ’il quddiem imsejjah "l-Att
principali".

(2) Dan I-Att ghandu jidhol fis-sehh f ’dik id-data li 1-Ministru
responsabbli ghas-Servizzi Veterinarji jista’ b’avviz fil-Gazzetta
jistabbilixxi, u jistghu jigu hekk stabbiliti dati differenti ghal
dispozizzjonijiet u ghanijiet differenti ta’ dan 1-Att.

(3) Avviz taht is-subartikolu (2) jista’ jaghmel dawk id-
dispozizzjonijiet transitorji li 1-Ministru jidhirlu 1i jkunu mehtiega jew
spedjenti f’konnessjoni mad-dispozizzjonijiet li jkunu hekk ingiebu
fis-sehh.

2.  Minnufih wara t-tifsira "promotur ta’ ¢irklu" fl-artikolu 2 tal-
Att prin¢ipali, ghandha tizdied it-tifsira gdida li gejja:

" "torbot" tfisser li trazzan annimal billi torbtu ma’
kwalunkwe oggett jew struttura stazzjonarja bi kwalunkwe mezz
inkluz imma mhux limitat biss ghal katina, habel, korda, ¢inga,
taljola jew cable run, izda ma tinkludix l-uzu ta’ ¢inga meta
persuna tmexxi kelb f’post pubbliku;".
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C 2396

Emenda tal- 3.  L-artikolu 44B tal-Att prin¢ipali ghandu jigi emendat b’dan 1i
artikolu 44B tal- . .
Att prin¢ipali. g€J:
(a) il-paragrafu (b) tas-subartikolu (1) tieghu, ghandu
jigi sostitwit b’dan li gej:

"(b) (1) tikkonfiska kull annimal li kien suggett
jew li jista’ jkun suggett ghal mohqrija jew f’konnessjoni
ma’ reat taht dan I-Att jew taht regolamenti taht dan 1-Att li
sar jew li x’aktarx jitwettaq;

(i1) tikkonfiska kull apparat, prodott tal-annimali,
taghmir, instrument, u, jew apparat elettroniku li fil-fehma
taghha jkunu ntuzaw fl-ghemil ta’ dak ir-reat jew li
dwarhom tahseb li jkun sar dak ir-reat jew li jkunu rizultat
ta’ xi reat taht dan l-Att jew kwalunkwe regolamenti taht
dan 1-Att;

(ii1) tikkonfiska jew taghmel kopji ta’ xi dokumenti
li fil-fehma taghha huma relevanti ghal tali reat taht dan I-
Att jew regolamenti taht dan 1-Att;";

(b) [Il-paragrafi (¢) sa (g) tas-subartikolu (1) tieghu,
ghandhom jigu numerati mill-gdid bhala l-paragrafi (d) sa (h) u
minnufih wara l-paragrafu (b) tas-subartikolu (1) tieghu ghandu
jizdied il-paragrafu (¢) gdid li ge;j:

"(¢) iccedi, tissigilla u twaqqaf il-funzjoni ta’ kull
taghmir, apparat jew materjali uzati fir-reati;";

(¢) is-subartikolu (5) tieghu ghandu jigi rinumerat mill-
¢did bhala s-subartikolu (6) u minnufih wara s-subartikolu (4)
tieghu ghandu jizdied is-subartikolu (5) gdid li ge;j:

"(5) Fid-diskrezzjoni tieghu, id-Direttur ghat-
Trattament Xieraq tal-Annimali jew id-Direttur ghas-
Servizzi Veterinarji jista’ ma jaghtix lura lis-sidien
kwalunkwe annimal u, jew oggett li jigi kkonfiskat,
issekwestrat, magbud jew b’xi mod imnehhi mid-Direttur
ghat-Trattament Xieraq tal-Annimali jew id-Direttur ghas-
Servizzi Veterinarji:

Izda id-Direttur ghat-Trattament Xieraq tal-
Annimali jew id-Direttur ghas-Servizzi Veterinarji jista’
jiddisponi minn tali annimali u, jew oggetti skont ir-
regolamenti li 1-Ministru jista’ jaghmel:

1zda wkoll, kull spiza relatata ma’ kwalunkwe
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annimal u, jew oggett konfiskat, issekwestrat, magbud u,
jew b’xi mod imnehhi ghandha tkun ghas-spejjez tal-
persuna li kkontraveniet.".

4. Minnufih wara l-artikolu 44B tal-Att prin¢ipali ghandu jigi
mizjud l-artikolu gdid li ge;j:

"Responsabbilita 44C. Kull uffi¢jal ghall-harsien xieraq tal-annimali

ﬁ?ga;rtr‘ﬂijew hsara - jew xi uffi¢jal jew persuna awtorizzata mid-Direttur
ghas-Servizzi Veterinarji jew id-Direttur ghat-
Trattament Xieraq tal-Annimali fil-qadi tal-funzjonijiet
tieghu taht dan 1-Att jew taht kull ligi ohra amministrata
mid-Dipartiment, ma jkunx responsabbli ghal ebda telf
jew hsara mgarrba minn xi persuna minhabba f’xi haga
maghmula, jew ommessa milli ssir, bonafidi fl-
amministrazzjoni ta’ dan I-Att jew ta’ xi ligi ohra.".

5.  Is-subartikolu (1) tal-artikolu 45 tal-Att prin¢ipali ghandu jigi

sostitwit b’dan 1i ge;j:

"Reati u Pieni. 45. (1) Kull persuna li tikser id-dispozizzjonijiet
ta’ dan 1 Att jew ta’ xi regolamenti maghmulin tahtu
ghandha:

(a) meta tinstab hatja ghall-ewwel darba,
tehel multa ta> mhux anqas minn elfejn euro
(€2,000), izda mhux izjed minn hamsa u sittin elf
euro (€65,000), jew prigunerija ghal zmien mhux
izjed minn tliet (3) snin, jew dik il-multa u
prigunerija flimkien;

(b) meta tinstab hatja ghat-tieni darba jew
aktar, tehel multa ta’ mhux anqas minn sitt elef
euro (€6,000), izda mhux izjed minn tmenin elf
euro (€80,000), jew prigunerija ghal Zzmien mhux
izjed minn tliet (3) snin, jew dik il-multa u
prigunerija flimkien.".

6. Il-proviso ghall-artikolu 46 tal-Att principali, ghandu jigi
mhassar.

7.  L-artikolu 47 tal-Att prin¢ipali ghandu jigi emendat kif gej:
(a) fil-paragrafu (a) tas-subartikolu (1) tieghu, minnufih
wara l-kelma "Att" ghandhom jigu mizjuda I-kliem "u kull

regolament maghmul tahtu";

(b) il-paragrafu (b) tas-subartikolu (1) tieghu, ghandu
jigi sostitwit b’dan 1i gej:
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C 2398

"(b) ikun iktar xieraq li tinghata piena taht dan I-
artikolu,";

(¢) il-kliem "kif dovuta lil dik il-persuna." fis-
subartikolu (1) tieghu, ghandhom jigu sostitwiti b’dan li gej, "kif
dovuta lil dik il-persuna:" u minnufih wara ghandu jizdied dan il-
proviso gdid 1i ge;j:

"Izda fil-kaz li persuna tkun diga instabet hatja ta’
reat taht dan I-Att, id-dispozizzjonijiet tas-subartikolu (1)
ma japplikawx u proc¢eduri kriminali jinbdew fil-kaz ta’
tieni reat taht dan 1-Att.";

(d) is-subartikolu (5) ghandu jigi sostitwit b’dan 1i gej:

"(5) Meta taht dan l-artikolu persuna tammetti reat,
id-Direttur tas-Servizzi Veterinarji jew id-Direttur ghat-
Trattament Xieraq tal-Annimali ghandu jimponi fuq dik il-
persuna piena ta’ flus ghar-rigward tar-reat, liema piena ma
tistax tkun aktar minn tmenin elf euro (€80,000).".

Zieda ta’ 8. Minnufih wara l-artikolu 47 tal-Att princ¢ipali ghandu jigi
i mizjud l-artikolu gdid 1i gej:
"Setgha li jsiru 47A. 1l-Ministru jista’ jaghmel regolamenti hekk kif
regolamenti. jitgiesu li jkunu xierqa li jipprovdu ghall-istabbiliment
u l-impozizzjoni ta’ pieni amministrattivi u mizuri ta’
infurzar u amministrattivi ohra hekk kif jista’ jigi
specifikat fihom.".

Ghanijiet u Ragunijiet

L-ghanijiet u r-ragunijiet prin¢ipali ta’ dan I-Abbozz ta’ Ligi huma
sabiex jipprovdu ghal aktar mizuri adegwati sabiex jithares it-
trattament xieraq tal-annimali.
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A BILL
entitled

AN ACT to amend the Animal Welfare Act, Cap. 439.

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the House of Representatives, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-

1. (1) The short title of this Act is the Animal Welfare
(Amendment) Act, 2019, and this Act shall be read and construed as
one with the Animal Welfare Act, hereinafter referred to as "the
principal Act".

(2) This Act shall come into force on such date as the Minister
responsible for Veterinary Services may by notice in the Gazette
establish, and different dates may be so established for different
provisions or different purposes of this Act.

(3) A notice under sub-article (2) may make such transitional
provisions as appear to the Minister to be necessary or expedient in
connection with the provisions thereby brought into force.

2. Immediately after the definition "prescribed" in article 2 of
the principal Act, there shall be added the following new definition:

" "tether" means to restrain an animal by tying it to any
stationary object or structure, by any means, including but not
limited to, a chain, rope, cord, leash, pulley or cable run, but
shall not include the use of a leash when walking a dog in a
public place;".

3. Article 44B of the principal Act shall be amended as follows:

(a) paragraph (b) of sub-article (1) thereof, shall be
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substituted by the following:

"(b) (i) seize any animal which has been subject
or likely to be subject to ill treatment or in relation to
which an offence under this Act or any regulations under
the Act has been or is likely to be committed;

(1) seize any equipment, animal products, gear,
instruments and, or appliances which he believes has been
used in the commission of such offence or in respect of
which he believes such offence has been committed or that
is the result of an offence under this Act or any regulations
under the Act;

(i11) seize or take copies of any documents which he
believes are relevant to any such offence under this Act or
any regulations under the Act;";

(b) paragraphs (c¢) to (g) of sub-article (1) thereof, shall
be renumbered as paragraphs (d) to (h) and immediately after
paragraph (b) of sub-article (1) thereof there shall be added the
following new paragraph (c) as follows:

"(c) forfeit, seal off and render non-functional any
equipment, apparatus or materials used in offences;";

(c) sub-article (5) thereof shall be renumbered as sub-
article (6) and immediately after sub-article (4) thereof, there
shall be added the following new sub-article (5):

"(5) At its discretion, the Director for Animal
Welfare or Director for Veterinary Services may not return
to their owners any animals and, or objects that are
confiscated, impounded, seized or in any way removed by
the Director for Animal Welfare or Director for Veterinary
Services:

Provided that the Director for Animal Welfare
or Director for Veterinary Services may also dispose of
such animals and, or objects in line with regulations that
the Minister may make:

Provided further that any expenses related to
the confiscation, impounding, seizure and, or disposal of
any animal and or object shall be fully borne by the
contravenor.".
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4. Immediately after article 44B of the principal Act, there shall
be added the following new article:

"Responsibility for 44C. Any animal welfare officer or any such

:ﬂgfégjsl"fdamage officer or person authorised by the Director for
Veterinary Services or Director for Animal Welfare in
the performance of his functions under this Act or
under any other law administered by the Department,
shall not be liable for any loss or damage suffered by
any person by reason of anything done or omitted to be
done in good faith in the course of the administration
of this Act or of any other law.".

5.  Sub-article (1) of article 45 of the principal Act shall be
substituted by the following:

"Offences and 45. (1) Any person who acts in violation of this
penalties. Act or in breach of regulations made thereunder shall:

(a) on first conviction, be liable to a fine
(multa) of not less than two thousand euro
(€2,000) but not exceeding sixty five thousand
euro (€65,000) or to a term of imprisonment for a
period not exceeding three (3) years or to both
such fine and imprisonment;

(b) on a second or subsequent conviction,
be liable to a fine (multa) of not less than six
thousand euro (€6,000) but not exceeding eighty
thousand euro (€80,000) or to a term of
imprisonment for a period not exceeding three (3)
years or to both such fine and imprisonment.".

6.  The proviso to article 46 of the principal Act, shall be deleted.

7.  Article 47 of the principal Act shall be amended as follows:

(@) in paragraph (a) of sub-article (1) thereof,
immediately after the word "Act" there shall be added the words
"and any regulations made thereunder";

(b) paragraph (b) of sub-article (1) thereof, shall be
substituted by the following:

"(b) it would be more appropriate to impose a
penalty under this article,";

(c) the words "to be served on that person." in sub-article
(1) thereof, shall be substituted by the following "to be served on
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that person:" and immediately thereafter there shall be added the
following new proviso:

8.

"Provided that in the case of a person who has
already been found guilty of an offence under this Act, the
provisions of sub-article (1) will not apply and criminal
proceedings will be instituted in case of a second offence
under this Act.";

(d) sub-article (5) shall be substituted by the following:

"(5) Where under this article a person admits an
offence, the Director for Veterinary Services or Director
for Animal Welfare shall impose a monetary penalty on
that person in respect of the offence, being a penalty not
exceeding eighty thousand euro (€80,000).".

Immediately after article 47 of the principal Act, there shall

be added the following new article:

"Power to make 47A. The Minister may make regulations as shall be

regulations.

deemed appropriate to provide for the establishment
and imposition of administrative penalties and other
enforcement and administrative measures as may be
specified therein.".

Objects and Reasons

The main objects and reasons of this Bill are to provide for further
adequate measures in order to safeguard animal welfare.
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