Ruling moghti mill-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia fis-Seduta 194 tas-6 ta’ Frar 2019 dwar punt
imgajjem mill-Onor. Jason Azzopardi fis-Seduta 193 tal-5 ta’ Frar 2019 dwar twegibiet
ghal mistoqsijiet parlamentari

Is-Sedja taghmel referenza ghat-talba ghal ruling li saret mill-Onor. Jason Azzopardi fis-Seduta
193 tal-5 ta’ Frar 2019 fir-rigward ta’ numru ta’ mistogsijiet parlamentari li huwa ghamel u
nikkwota:

“ONOR. JASON AZZOPARDI: Sur President, xtaqt ruling mis-Sedja minhabba
twegibiet moghtija lili mill-Prim  Ministru, mill-Ministru ghall-Ekonomija u
mill-Ministru ghall-Edukazzjoni ghall-mistogsijiet parlamentari numri 8339 sa 8344.
F’kull wahda minn dawn il-mistogsijiet jiena stagsejt lill-Ministri, u Ibierah lill-Prim
Ministru perod ma stajtx naghmel dan il-point of order ghax kont gieghed fil-Kumitat
tal-Ambjent, dwar jekk il-Ministru Kkoncernat attendiex jew kienx mistieden
ghall-festini jew ricevimenti fi kwalsiasi residenza privata ta’ xi Membru
tal-Gudikatura, inkluz fil-limiti tas-Siggiewi fix-xahar ta’ Di¢embru li ghadda. Kull
twegiba kienet f°dan is-sens: ll-kontenut ta’ din 1-interpellanza jmur kontra r-regoli
stabbiliti dwar I-interpellanzi, Standing Order 27 u jigi ccitat Standing Order 27.
Minghajr ma nitlob — u m’iniex qieghed nitlob — lis-Sedja tghid x’ghandu jew x’kellu
jwiegeb il-Ministru ghax dik kif nafu, hija diskrezzjoni tal-Ministru u ma nidholx fiha,
jien mghallem — u dan hu r-ruling li xtaqt nitlob — li ladarba din il-mistogsija
parlamentari giet accettata mill-Iskrivan tal-Kamra jew mis-Sinjorija tieghek, hija in
order ghax kieku ma kenitx, inti kont izzommni. Ir-ruling li xtaqt nistagsi hu jekk din
it-twegiba 1i deputat — f’dan il-kaz il-Ministru — qged jghid 1i din il-mistogsija
parlamentari tmur kontra standing order partikolari huwiex jarroga f’idejh mansjoni,
diskrezzjoni, li hija tas-Sedja u mhux ta’ Membru Parlamentari. Grazzi.

Hawnhekk is-Sedja wiegbet:
“L-ISPEAKER: Se nikkonsidra u naghti ruling f’dak is-sens.”

[I-mistogsijiet li kienu indirizzati lill-Prim Ministru, lill-Minstru ghall-Ekonomija, Investiment
u Negozji Zghar, lill-Ministru ghall-Edukazzjoni u Xoghol, u lill-Ministru ghall-Energija u
I-Immaniggar tal-llma kollha kellhom I-istess kontenut kif ukoll I-istess twegiba, hlief ghal
mistogsija parlamentari 8338 li, kif indikat mill-Onor Azzopardi giet imwiegba fis-Seduta
precedenti tal-4 ta’ Frar 2019 u li kienet tghid hekk:

“L-Onorevoli JASON AZZOPARDI stagsa lill-Onorevoli JOSEPH MUSCAT
(Prim Ministru): Jista’ I-Prim Ministru jghid jekk kienx mistieden, u jekk iva, jekk
attendiex u f'liema data, ghal festini / ricevimenti / ikliet / parties ec¢. f’kwalsiasi
residenza privata jew proprjeta privata, inkluz fil-limiti tas-Siggiewi u/jew
Haz-Zebbug izda mhux biss, ta’ xi membru tal-Gudikatura matul ix-xahar ta’ Di¢embru
2018? Jista’ jghid jekk dan japplikax ukoll ghal kwalsiasi Kap ta’ Dipartiment
jew Chief Executive jew Chairman ta’ kull entita li taga’ tahtu?”

Ghal din il-mistogsija I-Prim Ministru wiegeb hekk:

“PRIM MINISTRU: Ng]larraf lill-Onor. Interpellant li I-kontenut ta’ din
I-interpellanza jmur kontra r-regoli stabbiliti dwar I-interpellanzi mill-Ordni
Permanenti 27 peress illi l-interpellanza fiha imputazzjoni (u ¢joé li s-sottoskritt jew



persuni li jmexxu dipartimenti jew entitajiet li jaqghu taht il-Ministeru tieghu gew
ospitati privatament minn ‘xi membru tal-gudikatura’) u wkoll peress li tirrelata
ghall-kondotta ta’ persuna mhux fil-kariga uffi¢jali jew pubblika taghha.

Inzid 1i min-naha tieghi bhala Prim Ministru m'attendejt ghall-ebda festini / ricevimenti
[ ikliet / parties ecc. li jirreferi ghalihom I-Onor. Interpellant.”

Ghad-domandi I-ohra t-twegiba dejjem kienet:

“TWEGIBA: Ngharraf lill-Onor. Interpellant li I-kontenut ta’ din I-interpellanza jmur
kontra r-regoli stabbiliti dwar I-interpellanzi mill-Ordni Permanenti 27 peress li
I-interpellanza fiha imputazzjoni (u ¢jo¢ li s-sottoskritt jew persuni li jmexxu
dipartimenti jew entitajiet 1i jaqghu taht il-Ministeru tieghu gew ospitati privatament
minn ‘xi membru tal-gudikatura’) u wkoll peress li tirrelata ghall-kondotta ta’ persuna
mhux fil-kariga uffi¢jali jew pubblika taghha.”

Is-Sedja ttenni, dak li gie ddikjarat diversi drabi kemm minnha kif ukoll minn predecessuri
taghha, u li rrefera ghalih ukoll 1-Onor. Membru, li s-Sedja m’ghandha 1-ebda jedd li b’xi mod
tissindika I-kontenut tat-twegibiet li jinghataw ghall-mistogsijiet parlamentari. Tixtieq
tikkonstata wkoll li twegibiet ta’ dan it-tip ilhom jinghataw matul diversi legizlaturi tant li minn
ricerka li ghamlet sabet li dawn it-tip ta’ twegibiet ilhom jinghataw sa mill-ingas mill-1998.
Insemmi, fost ohrajn, it-twegiba ghall-PQ 1031 maghmula mill-Onor. Joseph Cuschieri
lill-Onor. Guido de Marco fis-Seduta 19 tat-2 Dicembru 1998, it-twegiba ghall-PQ 22670
maghmula mill-Onor. Michael Axiaq fis-Seduta 476 tal-11 ta’ Dicembru 2006, it-twegiba
moghtija ghall-PQ 18354 maghmula mill-Onor. Joe Mizzi lill-Prim Ministru Lawrence Gonzi
fis-Seduta 240 tal-21 ta’ Gunju 2010, it-twegiba moghtija ghall-PQ 475 maghmula mill-Onor.
Jason Azzopardi lill-Ministru Chris Cardona fis-Seduta 27 tal-5 ta’ Gunju 2013.

Is-Sedja tixtieq tirrileva li fir-rigward ta’ mistogsijiet ta’ dan it-tip, kien hemm numru ta’
okkazjonijiet fejn l-interpellanza ma tkunx tindika b’mod car jekk I-attivitajiet li tkun ged issir
referenza ghalihom ikunux ta’ natura purament privata, u ghalhekk, f’dawn il-kazijiet, is-Sedja
tghaddi dawn id-domandi lill-Ministru peress li huwa I-Ministru li jkun gieghed f’pozizzjoni li
jikkjarifika I-materja. Is-Sedja anke hawnhekk ma tistax tissindika t-twegiba li jaghzel li jaghti
I-Ministru kkoncernat, tagbel jew ma tagbilx mal-kontenut taghha, peress li r-regolamenti
tal-Kamra huma kompletament silenzjuzi f’dak li ghandu x’jagsam mal-kontenut tat-twegiba
li jaghti I-Ministru.

Din il-pozizzjoni s-Sedja ghamlitha f’diversi rulings li tat, anke recentement, bhal perezempju
fis-Seduta 94 tal-14 ta’ Marzu 2018 fejn anke kkwotat minn pagna 356 tal-Erskine May,
Parliamentary Practice (24 Edition) taht it-titolu “Speaker’s control of questions”:

“The Speaker’s responsibility in regard to questions is limited to their compliance with
the rules of the House. Responsibility in other respects rests with the Member who
proposes to ask the question and responsibility for answers rests with Ministers.”

Dan ifisser li kemm ir-regolamenti tal-Kamra kif ukoll dawk tar-Renju Unit, 1i jigu invokati
bis-sahha tal-Ordni Permanenti 197, jipprekludu lis-Sedja milli b’xi mod tezercita xi kontroll
fuq il-kontenut tar-risposta.

L-istess pozizzjoni hija indikata fir-ruling li nghata fis-Seduta 351 tal-1 ta’ Frar tal-2016 fejn:



“... fil-pubblikazzjoni ‘Accountability or inability: to what extent does House of
Representatives’ question time deliver executive accountability comparative to other
parliamentary chambers? Is there need for reform?’ ta’ Andrew McGowan
(Australasian Parliamentary Review, Vol. 23, No. 2), 1i jiddiskuti hemmx bzonn jew le
ta’ riforma dwar kif ghandha tkun ir-risposta.”

F’dan I-istess ruling insibu l-istess pozizzjoni fi New Zealand fejn jinghad li:

“In New Zealand, the procedures governing the content of answers are laid out in
standing order 377. In summary, it requires that an answer: be concise and confined
to the subject; not contain statements of fact, the names of persons, arguments,
inferences, imputations, discreditable references to the House or any Member,
unparliamentary language; and must not refer to the proceedings of a committee or a
court. While these requirements are more comprehensive than those of the other
chambers, in practice they tend not to be strictly adhered to. As Parliamentary Practice
in New Zealand describes, ‘how (ministers) go about answering questions is largely up
to them.’

L-istess ruling jirreferi wkoll ghall-pozizzjoni Kanadiza, fejn jinghad li:

“Canadian House of Commons Practice and Procedure explains that while there are no
explicit procedures governing answers to questions, ‘according to practice, replies are to
be as brief as possible, to deal with the subject matter raised and to be phrased in language
that does not provoke disorder.’ Having established this framework, Canadian Practice
later explains that ‘the Speaker is not responsible for the quality or content of replies’,
implying that ministers are given a degree of latitude.’

Dan ifisser li I-pozizzjoni tal-Parlament taghna hija ¢ara u hija in linea ma’ dak li huwa deciz
u segwit fil-House of Commons Ingliz u |-parlamenti ta’ pajjizi ohra tal-Commonwealth,
fosthom New Zealand u I-Kanada. Dan ifisser li irrispettivament minn jekk is-Sedja thossx li
I-kontenut tar-risposti indikati mill-Onor. Jason Azzopardi huwiex infelici, is-Sedja ma tista’
bl-ebda mod tirregola tali kontenut.

Fl-ahhar nett is-Sedja tixtieq tirrimarka li fid-dawl tad-diversi kontestazzjonijiet imgajma matul
is-snin dwar I-ammissibilita 0 meno ta’ interpellanzi maghmula minn Membri miz-zewg nahat
tal-Kamra, wiehed jista’ jikkonsidra jekk wasalx iz-zmien li jibda jew japplika dak li jghidu
I-Ordnijiet Permanenti 26 u 27 b’mod aktar rigoruz jew jara jekk hemmx bzonn ta’ li ssir
revizjoni taghhom. Dan sabiex tigi indirizzata d-diffikulta li kultant issib is-Sedja biex
tiddeciedi dwar jekk taccettax interpellanza, bhal perezempju f’kazijiet li jirrikjedu
I-interpretazzjoni tal-kliem “kondotta ta’ xi persuna fil-kariga uffi¢jali jew pubblika taghha”
jew ta’ x’jikkostitwixxi hwejjeg pubblici li Ministru jkun responsabbli ghalihom. Hawnhekk
wiehed irid jara li jinstab bilan¢ peress li osservanza stretta tar-regolament taf ikollha effett fuq
kemm [-istess Membri jkunu jistghu juzaw din 1-ghodda parlamentari biex jaghmlu skrutinju
tal-operat tal-Gvern kif ukoll biex iressqu Imenti ta’ dawk il-kostitwenti individwali li jirrikorru
ghall-ghajnuna taghhom.

Ir-ruling huwa deciz.



