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MALTA 

KAMRA TAD-DEPUTATI 

ABBOZZta' Liġi mressaq mill-Onorevoli 
Uno Spiteri , MP., MinistnI ta ' I·Ekonomija 
u l-Finanzi , u moqri ghall-Ewwel darba fis­
Seduta tad·9 ta' DiċembfU , 1996. 

ATT dwar I·Awdltur Ġe ne rali u I_ 
Umttju Nazzjona li tal . Verifika, li 
jistabbilixxi d·dmlrijlet ta' Awditur 
Genera li u l .mod klr I·Awdltur 
Ġenera li jagħmel rapporti 1111_ 
ParIameDt, u lijipprovdi &JWI-mod Jti( 

aħandhom JIDlħata" nejJu lill· 
umUJu Naujonali tal· Verifika u ). 
mod 11 bih iI.Kontijlet ta ' I·UtmtJu 
Naujona6 tal· Veriftka għandhom jiġu 
verifikati u jsir rapport dwarhom, klr 
ukoll kull ħaġa antl11arl u 
konsegwenl,jali għal dan. 

R ICHARD J . CAUCHI 

lbr- ""·K-. ... .0.,-

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATlVES 

A BILL introdu<:ed by the HODOUrable 
Uno Spileri , MP" Minister ror Economic 
Affairs and Finance, and read the First time 
. 1 the Sittin8 Dr the 9th December, 1996. 

AN ACT Htting out the duties of the 
Audl tor General and the maD nu 
whereby reports by the Audltor 
General are to be made to ParUameDl, 
and to provide ror the mannerln which 
rund!; shall be aJtocated to the National 
Audit ()f'fb aad the manner wbtreby 
Accounts Dr the National Audit <>mce 
are to be audited aad reporttd upon, 
as well as otber matters andllary and 
conscquenUaJ tħtreto . 

RICHARD J. C AUCHI 
c ..... _tt{,, __ 



ABBOZZ TA' LIĠI 
mseJJaħ 

ATT dwar {·Awditur Ġenerali u {· Uffiċċju NaujQnali /a1.Verifika. 
li jistabbilixxi d·dmirijiet ta ' Awditur ĠenuaJi u l-mod kif l­

Awditur Ġenrali jaglUMl rapporti lill-Parwment, u li jipprovdi 
għall-mod kif għandhom jingħataw flejjes lill- Uffiċċju Naujonali 
tal-Verifika u l-mod li bih il-kontijiet ta' l-Uffiċċju Naujonali tal­
Verifika għandhom jiġu verifikati ujsir rapport dwarhom, kifukoll 
kull ħaġa anċillari u Iwnsegwenzjali għal dan. 

IL-PRESIDENT , bil-parir u l-kunsens tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, 
imlaqqgħa fdan il· Parlament , u bl-awtoritll ta' ]·istess, ħareġ b'liġi dan 
li ġej :-
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I. Dan l-Att jista ' j issejjah l-Att ta ' 1-1996 dwar l-Awditur TiIoI.m....,. 
Ġenerali u l -Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika, u għandu jibda jsehh fdik • bidu n-t.h . 

id-data li l-Prim Ministru jista ' b'avviż fil-Gazzetta jistabbilixxi u j istghu 
jiġu hekk stabbiliti dati differenti ghal dispożizzjonijiet dirrerenri u 
għanijiet differenti tieghu. 

2. F'dan l-Att, kemm-i! darba r-rabta tal-kliem ma tehtieġx Tifsir. 

xort 'ohra -

"A wditur Ġenera l i " u "Deputat Awditur Ġenerali" ifissru l­
Awditur Cenerali u d-Deputat Awditur Ġenerali maħtura skond l­
anikolu 108 lal-Kostituzzjoni; 

"Kostituzzjoni" Ifisser il-Kostituzzjoni ta' Malta; 
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$c(ghIli 1· ... "'<Iit., 
o.nc:nli ;a,;hli 
ioratnenri. ett. 

Kop. 773. 

Mod kifl· ... wditur 
O' ....... ijlclmd 
rappOfIlill. -_. 
ChoIi 11' flejja 
oi:i; ml·Uf(~ju 
Nll.ljonali 
" · Verifika. 

Emondi li' l-M -I· ... mmini ....... *'" 
F~.I. 

verifoka. Ktp. 174. 

"Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika" tfisser l - Uffiċċju NazzjonaJi 
tal-Verifika mwaqqaf bl-anikolu 108 taj-Kostituzzjoni. 

3. L-A wdi tur Ġenera1 i u d-Deputat Awditur Ġenera1 i ghandhom 
jieħdu dan il -ġurament tal-kariga: 

"Jien . .... . .. .. .... ... ... ................ . .. naħ lef li se nwettaq il-
funzjo nijiet ta ' Awditur Ġenerali/Deputat Awditur Ġenera l i 
onestament u di l iġentement, skond il-Kostituzzjoni u kull l iġi oħra 
li tista ' tkun tapplika għal dan minn żmien għaJ żmien u minghajr 
biża' jew favur u mi ll ·aħjar li nista' .... 

4. L-A wditur Ġeneral i j ista' jeżamina, rdak li għandu x 'jaqsam 
mal-funzjonijiet tieghu skond il-Kostituzzjoni jew kull liġi ohra, lil 
persuna bil-ġurament dwar kull haġa li jkollha x ' taqsam ma' xi kont li 
jkun jaqa' taħ t il-verifika tieghu u huwa jkollu setgħat kollha daqskemm 
bi s-sahħa la ' l-Att dwar 1. lnkjesti huma mogħtija liċ-chairman ta ' bord 
ta' inkjesta bis-sahħa ta ' dak l-Att , u d-dispożizzjonijiet ta' dak l-Att 
ghandhom ikunu japplikaw ghall.Awdilur Ġenera li fil-twettiq tal­
funzjonijiet tiegħu hawn aktar qabel imsemmija bħallik ieku kien 
cho.irmon maħtur skond dak l-Att. 

5, I d-d i spożizzjonij iet ta ' l-Ewwel Skeda li linsab ma' dan l-Att 
ghandhom ikunu japplikaw ghar-rapporti li l-Awditur Ġenerali għandu 
jagħmellill -Parlamem skond l-artikolu to8 tal-Kostituzzjoni. 

6, Id-di spożizzjonijiet tat-Tieni Skeda li tinsab ma' dan ]·Att 
ghandhom ikunu japplikaw ghar- rek l utaġġ ta ' persunal fl-Uffiċċju 

Nazzjonali tal-Verifi ka , għas-setghat ta' l-Awditur Ġenerali u ta' 
l-uffiċċju tieghu , ghall·ghoti ta' f1eljes lill -Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal­
Verifika, għaż-żamma ta' kontijiet rdak l - uffiċċju u għaH-veri fika sew 
taghhom. 

7. L-Att dwar l-Amministrazzjoni Finanzjarja u l-Verifika ghandu 
jiġi emendat kif ġej: 

(a) l·anikoli 5 sa 11 (ink lużi), 49 sa 61 ( inklużi), 66, 69 u 
70 għandhom jithassru; 

(b) fl -artikolu 45 , il-kliem "t-tiloli kollha miżmuma f Malta 
ghandhom jiġu spezzjonati mid-Direttur ta' Verifika u:' għandhom 
j i tħassru, u minflok in·nota marġinal i liegħu ghandhom jidhlu l­
kliem " Rendikont attestat ta' tilOli miżmuma barra minn Malta."; 

(ċ) fl -artikolu 46 minflok il-kliem minn "għal verifika" sa 
"dan I· Att." għandhom jidhlu l-kliem " lill·Awditur Ġenerali kif 
provdut fl ·arti kolu 67 ta' dan I·Att."; 



(d) Il-anikoli 46.48, 65 u 67. minflok il-kliem "Direttur ta' 
Verifika" kull fejn jinsabu ghandhom jidhlu l-kliem "Awditur 
Ġenerali". u minflok il-kliem "Ufficcju ta' Verifika" għandhom 
jidħlu l-kliem "Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika"; u 

(e) fis-subanikolu (2) ta' l-anikolu 65, minflok il-kliem 
"Dawn il-prospetti għandhom jiġu eżaminati mal·kotba lal -Teżor, 

attestati mid-Direttur ta' Verifika u mibghuta lura lill -Accountant 
General gheluq ġimghatejn wara li jkun irċevihom u l-Ministru 
ghandu jara minnufih li dawn, attestati kif intqal qabel, j i ġu 

pubblikati" għandhom jidħlu l-kliem "Hekk kifl-Awdirur Ġenerali 
jibghat lura dawk il-prospetti lill -AccoumantGeneraf, il-Ministru 
għandu jara li dawk il-prospetti jiġu pubblikati", 

8 . Kull referenza li hemm Pxi l iġi ghad-Direttur ta' Verifika u 
ghall-Uffiċċju ta' Verifika ghandhom jitqiesu bhala referenza għall ­

Awditur Ġenerali u għall -U ffiċċju Nazzjonali tal -Verifika , 
rispettivament. 
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9. L-Ordinanza dwar il-Pensjonijiet għandha tiġi emendata kif EmendI .. ' 
l.()rdinanzod_ 
il.Pe ... jonijicl, 
K"P_ 93. 

(a) minnufih wara l-paragrafu (b) tat-tifs ira "Kariga 
pensjonabbli" fl-artikolu 2 taghha, ghandu jiżdied dan il-paragrafu 
l i ġej: 

"(ċ) il-kariga ta' Awdi turĠeneraJi jew dik ta' Depulat 
A wdilur Ġenerali ,jew kull kariga fl -Uffiċċju Nazzjonal i tal­
Verifika;"; 

(b) l-artikolu 9 tagħha ghandu j i ġi emendat kif ġej: 

(i) l-artikolu kollu kif inhu ghandu jiġi enumcral mill­
ġdid bħal a s-subartikolu (1) ta ' l-artikolu; 

(ii) fil-parag rafu 0) tal-proviso li hemm mas­
subartikolu (I) kif enumeral mill -ġdid, minflok il-kelma 
"mhallef" ghandhomjldħlu l-kliem "mhaJlef,Avukat Ġeneral i 
jew maġistrat" ; u 

( iii) minnufih wara s -subartikolu (1) tieghu kif 
enumerat mill -ġdid ghandu ji żdied dan is-subanikolu li ġej: 

"(2) I d-di spożizzjonijiel tas-subanikolu (I) ta' 
dan l-artikolu m'ghandhomx ikunu japplikaw għal xi 
uffi ċjal li jkoll u l-kariga la ' Awditur Ġenerali jew 
Deputat Awditur Ġenerali ."; u 
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(ċ) minnufi h wara l-paragrafu (5) tar-regolament 3 tar· 
Regolamenti dwar il-Pensjonijiet ghandu jiżdied dan il -paragrafu 
(6) ġdid li ġej: 

"(6) L-Awditur Ġenerali u/jew . id-Deputat Awditur 
Ġenerali li , minnufih qabel il-ħatra taghhom bħala tali, kienu 
eliġibbl i għal pensjoni bis-saħha ta' din l-Ordinanza, jekk 
humajiġġegħlu jtemmu ż-żmien tal-kariga taghhom minħabba 

mard tal-mohħ jew ta1-ġisem u malli jagħmlu dan jirtiraw 
mis-servizz. jew ikunu laħqu l-eta ta' sittin sena ma' l­
iskadenz.a la' .jew wara, dak i ż-żmien mingħajr ma jkun dak 
iż-żmien ġie minnufih imġedded jew imlawwal , jistgħu 
jagħżlu pensjoni bir-rata ta ' waħda minn tl iet mija u sinin 
tal -ħlas tagħhom pensjo nabbl i bħala Awditur Ġenerali u/jew 
Deputat Awditur Ġenerali għal kull xahar sħih la' servizz 
pensjonabbli fi kwalunkwe kariga fi s-servizz ta' Malta.". 

L-EWWEL SKEDA 

(Artikolu 5) 

Rapporti ta' l-Awditur Ġenerali 

l. (a) L-A wditur Ġeneral i għandu jagħmel dawk l -eżamijiet u 
inkjesti fiI-kontijiet tad-dipartimenti jew uffiċċji kollha tal-Gvem 
ta' Malta, jew la ' dawk il-korpi l -oħra li hu tenul li j irrapporta 
dwar il-kontijiet tagħhom skond kull l iġi, he kk kif jidhirlu li jkun 
meħlieġ sabiex ikun j ista' jirrapporta dwarhom kif meħlieġ li 
jagħmel bil-Kostituzzjoni jew b'kull l iġi oħra . 

(b) L-AwdirurĠenerali għandu jispezzjona mill-inqas darba 
la' kull sena kulllitolu miŻInum f Malta u għandu jivverifika l­
prospett ta ' x 'ikunu jirrendu ta ' kull sena t-lito!i kollha miżmuma 

f Malta u barra minn Malta li jitħejja mill-Accountant (j~neral 
skond i d-d i spożizzjonijiet la' l-All dwar l-Amministrazzjoni 
Finanzjarja u l-Verifika. 

(ċ) L-Awditur Ġenerali għandu jeżamina flimkie n mal­
k.otba tat-Teżor id-dikjarazzjonijiet li l-Accountant G~n~,af hu 
meħtieġ li jħejji u jghaddilu skond l-All dwar l-Amministrazzjoni 
Finanzjarja u l-Veriftka; huwa għandu jiċċertifl.kahom u jibgħathom 
lura lill-Accountant G~nera[ fi żmien ġimgħatejn minn meta jkunu 
waslu ghandu. 



(d) Jekk l-Awditur Ġenerali jagħmel xi oġġeu.joni għal xi 
parti minn dawk id-dikjaraujonijet, huwa għandu jiċċertifika dan 
billi jagħmel fuqhom dawk ir-rimarki li huwa jaħseb li jkunu &datti, 
u d-dikjarazzjonijiet għandhom jiġu pubblikati u mqegħdin fuq il­
Mejda tal-Kamra tad-Deputati flimkien ma' dawn ir-rimarki , 

(e) L-AwditurĠenerali għandujeŻ8mina d-dikjarazzjonijiet 
u l-kontijiet imħejjijin u li lu mibgħuta mill-Accountant GeMrol 
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skond ma hemm n-Att dwar l-Amministrazzjoni Finanzjarja u l­
Verifika u għandu jagħmel rapport skond ma hemm provdut u hu ~. I " . 

meħtieġ b'dan l-Att, bi-Att dwar l-Amministrazzjoni Finanzjarja 
u l-Verifika u ta' kull regolament magħmul bis-saħħa taghhom , 
jew hekk kifJ-A wditur Ġenerali jista' jahseb li jkun $Cwwa u xienq. 

2. L-AwditurĠenerali għandu jeżamina, b'mod partikolari,dawk 
il-kotba u notamenti li d-dipartimenti tal-Gvem huma mehtieġa li 
jżommu bi-Att dwar l-Amministrazzjoni Finanzjarja u l-Verifika jew ~. "'. 

bis-saħħa tieghu jew b' kull liġi ohra li ti sta' minn żmien ghal żmien 
temenda, tissupplimenta jew tissostitwixxi dak l-Att, u ghandu rdak 
ir-rapportjiddikjan!i l-fehma tiegħu dwar jek.kdawk il-kotba u notamenti 
jkunx tassew fihom dak it-tagħrif li jkun meħtieġ skondpoliciesdikjarati 
dwar il -verifika tal-Gvem ta' Malta. 

3 . L-AwditurĠenerali jiSla ' jei:aminajekk dipartiment, uffiċċju 
jew korp ieħor li jkun qiegħed jivverifika l-k.ontijiet tagħhom ikunux 
UŻ8W il- fondi u r- riżorsi disponibbli b'mod effettiv, effiĊjenti u 
ekonomiku mingħajr majinkorru xi spiŻl li ma tkunx meħtieġa . 

4. Ebda ħaġa fil -paragrafu 3 ta' din l-Iskeda ma għandha tiftiehem 
li tagħti jedd lill-Awditur Ġenerali li jidhol fiI-meriti ta' xi policy jew 
għan ta ' dak id-dipartiment, uffiċċju jew korp. 

5 . L-Awditur Ġenerali għandu ta' kull sena jagħmel rapport lill­
Kamra tad-Deputati dwar.-

(i) ix-xogħol u l-attivitajiet la ' l-Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal­
Verifika; u 

(ii) jekk fil-qadi la ' dmirijietu huwa jkunx irċ ieva l­
informazzjoni u l-ispjegazzjonijiet kollha minnu meħtieġa . 

6. Kull rapport li js ir skond il-paragrafu 5 għandu jiġbed l­
attenzjoni għal kull ħaġa li l-Awditur Cenerali jqis li jkollha ċertu 
importanza u li tkun ta' xorta li għandha tinġieb ghall-attenzjoni tal-
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Kap. IJ4. 

Kanmltad-Deputati, inkluż b'mod partikolari kull każ li fih seta' osserva 
illi:-

(i) l-konl ijiel u n-notame nli ma jku nux i nżammu 

redelment u b'mod xieraq jew li ma jkunx inghata kont sew ta ' 
flejjes pubbliċi jew li dawn ma jkunux thallsu fil -Fond 
Konsolidat kif jista' jkun meħtieġ bil -l iġi ; 

(ii) majkunux inżalnmu nownenti essenzjali jew li r-regoli 
u l - proċeduri applikati ma kenux sufritjenti sabiex 
jissalvagwardjaw u jikkontrollaw il-proprjetA pubblika, sabiex 
jassiguraw verifika effettiva fuq l-istima, iI -ġbir u l-allokazzjoni 
xierqa tad-dhul u sabiex jiżguraw li kull nefqa tkun saret skond 
kif tkun awtorizzata li ssir, 

(iii) fle.ijes pubbliċi jkunu ntefqu għal għan ijiet li ma jkunux 
dawk li għalihom ikunu ġew approprjati mill-Parlament jew b'xi 
mod ieħor li ma jkunx skond l-Att dwar l-Amministrazzjoni 
Finanzjarja u l-Verifika jew kull liġi oħra li tkun temenda, 
tissupplementa jew tissostitwixxi dak l-Att; 

(iv) fle.ijes pubbliċi jkunu ntefqu b'mod mhux ekonomiku 
jew mingħajr ma jkun tqies sew kemm dak l-infieq seta' kien 
effettiv u effikaċi; 

(v) majkunux ġew stabbiliti proċeduri sodisfaċenti sabiex 
jitqies u jiġi rappunat kemm programmi ta' nfieq ikunu effettivi, 
meta dawk i l-proċeduri kellhom b' mod raġonevoli j iġu stabbiliti . 

7. Kull rapport li jsir mill-Awditur Ġenerali skond il-paragrafu 
5 ta' din l-Iskeda għandu jigi preientat lill-iSpeaker tal-Kamra tad­
Deputati mhux i żjed tard minn tnax-il xahar wara tmiem is-sena 
fi nanzjarja li jkun qed isir rapport dwarha, u l-iSpeaker ghandu jqiegħed 
kull rapport bhal dak quddiem il-Kamra tad-Deputali fi s-seduta li jkun 
imiss tal-Kamra wara li huwa jkun irċieva r-rapport, 

8. (a) L-Awditur Ġeneral i jista' jagħmel rapporti speċjal i lill­
Kamra tad-Deputati:-

(i) dwar kull kwistjoni li jkollha Cenu imponanzajcw 
. . 

urgenza; jeW 

(ii) fejn jittratta dwar verifika fuq jekk kienx hemm 
valur tajjeb ghal li jintefaq ghar-rigward ta' l-effiċjenza u l­
effettivitA la ' xi dipartiment . uffiċtjujew korp, 



(b) L-iSpeaker għandu jqiegħed dak ir-rapport quddiem il­
Kamra tad-Deputati f1-ewwel seduta tal-Kamra li tkun tmiss wara 
li jasallu r-rapport. 

9, (a) L-Awditur Ġeneralijista' sew personalment sew pennezz 
ta' l-Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika, bl-inizjauiva ta' l-Awditur 
Ġeneral i nnifsu jew fuq talba tal-Minis tru responsabbli ghall­
finanzi jew ta' mi ll-anqas tl iet membri tal-Kumitat dwar il­
Kontijiet Pubbliċi jew ta' xi Kumitat iehor bħal dak tal-Kamra 
tad-Deputati li minn żmien għal żmien j ista' jissosti twixxi lil dak 
il-Kumitat, j agħmel inkjesta u jirrapporta dwar: 

(I) kull haġa li jkollha x'taqsam mal-finanzi tal-Gvem, 
proprjeta jew fondi amministrati jew taħt il -kontroll ta' xi 
dipartiment jew uffiċċju tal-Gvem jew ta' xi korp li l-kontijiet 
tiegħu ikunu suġġetl i għall-verifika tiegħu ; 

(li) dawk il-kontijiet u rapporti finanzjarji li jitqieghdu 
quddiem il-Kamra tad-Deputati bis-sahha ta' xi Jiġi jew 
skondha, 

(iii) il-kontijiet ta ' dawk l-awtoritaj iet pubb l iċ i jew korpi 
Ji j aministraw , ikollhom f ' idejhom jew jużaw fond i li 
jappartjenu direttament jew indirettament lill-Gvem ta' Malta; 

(iv) il .funzjon ijiet ta' kumpaniji jew int ijiet ohra fejn il­
Gvem ta ' Malta jko!1u mhux anqas minn 51 fil -mija ta' l­
ishma; 

(v) kull ħaġa oħra kif j ista ' jiġi stabbilit bi jew taht xi liġi. 

(b) L-iSpeaker ghandu jqieghed dak ir-rapport quddiem il­
Kamra tad-Deputati f1-ewwel seduta tal-Kamra li tkun tmiss wara 
li jasaJlu r-rapport, 

(ċ) L-AwditurĠeneral i j i sta ' jaghti parir Ji l kull dipart iment 
jew uffiċċju tal-Gvem, jew lil kull korp li s-subparagrafu (a) ta' 
dan il-paragrafu japplika għa l ih, dwar kull haġa li tinkixef matul 
dik l-inkjesta, 

10 . (a) Meta l-A wditur Ġenerali j ikxef xi irregolarita serja 
fxi dipart iment jew uffiċċju tal-Gvem , jew f' xi korp li dwaru 
jkol lu s-setgha li jaghmel verifika, din ghandha litgħarraf mill ­
Awditur Ġeneral i li ll-Ministru respon sabbli ghal dak id ­
dipart iment, uffiċĊju jew korp tal-Gvern . 
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Kop. 174. 

Kl p. 174. 

(b) (i) L-Awditur Ġenerali j ista ' jagħmel rapport 
lili-iS peaker dwar kull persuna li tkun qed twettaq 
dmirijielha f dak id-dipartimenl jew uffiċċju tal-G vem, 
jew korp li dwaru jkollu s-setgħa li jagħmel verifika, u li 
jonqos mill i jħares id-dispożizzjonijiet la' dan l-All jew 
la' l-All dwar l-Ammini strazzjoni Finanzj arj a u l­
Verifika , jew ta' xi regolament magħmul bi s - saħħa 

tagħhom. 

(ii) L-Awditur Ġenera1i għandu jagħmel rapport 
fuq dik il-persuna lill-Minisuu responsabbli għal dak id­
dipartiment, uffiċċju jew korp tal-Gvem u jirrakkomanda: 
jew li l-Ministru jwaħħal pena1i lil dik il-persuna li tkun kisret 
xi waħda mid-dispożizzjonijie l ta' dan I.Att,jew ta' l-Att 
dwar l-Amministrazzjoni Finanzjarja u l-Verifika. jew ta' 
xi regolament maghmul bi s-saħha taghhom. liema penali ma 
tkunx aktar minn somma ekwivalenti għas-sal arju gross fu­
xahar ta ' dik il'persuna; jew inkella li I·Ministru jaddebita 
lil dik il-persuna bi-ammont ta' diżavvanz jew telf jew 
pagament mhux dovut li jirriżulta min-nuqqas ta ' tharis la' 
xi dispożizzjon i ta ' dan l-Att , jew ta' l-Att dwar l­
Amministrazzjoni Fi nanzjarja u l-Verifika, jew ta' Xl 

regolament magħmul bis-saħħa taghhom. 

(iii) Kull min iħoss ruħu aggravat bi l-penali jew 
addcbitament li jsirulu jkollu jedd jikkontesta dik il-penali 
jew addebitamcnt billi jistilwixxi kawża kontra (·Minisuu 
fil-Prim' Awla tal.Qorti Ċivili mhux iktar tard minn xahar 
wara li jkun ingħatalu avviż tal-penali jew addebitament, u 
dik il-penali jew dak: l-addebitament m 'għandhomx jibdew 
iseħhu qabel ma j iskadi xahar jew fdak i ż-żmien li matulu 
tkun għadha pendenti dik il -kawża fil-qorti , 

(iv) L·Awditur Ġenerali għandu jagħmel rapport 
dwar persuna li b'qerq tapplika jew li b'qerq tikkaġuna jew 
tippennetti li jiġu applikati flejjes pubbliċi għal skopijiel 
ohra li mhumiex ta' servizz pubbliku , jew li jkun għandu 
jrodd jew jaghti flejjes pubbliċi, lill-Ministru , li mbaghad 
ghandu jieħu dawk il-passi li jista' jqis xierqa sabiex jitmexxa 
konlra dik il-persuna skond il-liġi ; iżdll ehda ħaġa li tinsab 
f 'dan il-paragrafu m'għandha żżomm li jinbdew proċ 
edimenti kontra dik il-persuna minn xi persuna ohra li ma 
tkunx il-Minisuu . 

(ċ) L-Awditur Ġenera1i għandu jagħmel kull mistoqsija u 
osservazzjoni lil kull accounting officer jew uffiċjal li b'xi mod 
ikollu x'jaqsam ma' li jirċievi jew iħallas flejjes pubbl iċi u jitlob 



kull spjegazzjoni skond ma jkun jidhirlu li jkun meħtieġ. Kull 
mistoqsija u osservazzjoni bħal dawk li ti ġi indirizzata li l dawk l­
uffiċjal i ghandha tintbagħat lura minnhom lill-Awditur Ġenerali 
flimkien mat-tweġiba meħtieġa mingħajr dewmien. Fi l -każ ta' xi 
dewmien mhux tas-sollu, jew li ma linghatax raġuni dwaru, fl ­
ghoti ta' risposta ,jew fil-każ ta' risposta mhux sodisfaċenti , gha ll ­

mistoqsijiet jew osservazzjonijiet minnu maghmula , l-Awditur 
Ġenerali ghandu jagħme l rapport dwar iċ-ċ i rkostanzi lill-Ministru 
responsabbli għal dak id-dipartimemjew uffiċċju tal-Gvern , jew 
korp li dwaru jkollu s-setgħa li jaghmel il-verifika tiegħu, li jkollu 
x'jaqsam mal-każ . 

IT-TIENI SKEDA 

(Artikolu 6) 

Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika 

T AQSIMA I 

Funzjono.rji la ' l-Uffiċċju Nazzjonali lal- Verifiko. 

I. L-Awdilur Ġenerali għandu jahtar dak l-ghadd u dawk il­
kategoriji ta' funzjonarji fl-Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Veri fika skond kemm 
huwa jqis li jkunu meħtieġa biexjassistuh fi t-twettiq la' dmirijietu skond 
i l -liġ i . 

2. Dawk il-funzjonarji j inhatru b'dawk il-paui u jirċievu dik ir­
rimunerazzjoni li tista' tiġi hekk stabbilita milJ-Awditur Ġenerali . 

TAQSIMA IJ 

Selgħalla ' {-Awdilur Cenerali u la'l-Uffiċċju Nazzjonali lal-Verifika 

3. Hlief hekk kif jista' jiġi espressament provdut b'xi li ġ i , l­
AwdilUr Ġenerali. u kull uffiċjal awtoriuat ta' l-Uffiċċju Nazzjonali 
tal-Verifika , ikollu jedd ta' aċċess ħieles fkull żmien raġonevoli dwar 
dik l-informazzjoni mi ngħand funzjonarji u persunal iehor ta' 
dipartimenti u uffiċċji tal-Gvern,jew mingħand dawk il-korpi li jkunu 
suġġetti ghall-verifika tiegħu, li huma ji stgħu jenhtieġu biex iwettqu 
dmirijiethom sew Skond il-liġi , u huma jkollhom jedd li jirċievu 
minghand dawk il-funzjonarji u persunal ieħor dawk ir-rapporti u 
spjegazzjonijiet li huma jistgħu jqisu li jkunu meħtiega ghal dawk l­
għanijiet. 

4. L-Awditur Ġenerali jista' wkoll jordna li jsiru riċerki , u li 
jittieħdu esttatti, minn kull ktieb, dokument jew record li jkun hemm 
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ġewwa xi fond ta' d ipartiment jew uffiċċju tal-Gvem, jew la' korpi li 
dwarhom ikollu s-setgha li jaghmel verifika , mingħajr ma jkollu jhallas 
ebda dritt ghal dak li jagħmel minkelja kull liġi jew regolament li jkun 
jgħ id xort 'ohra. 

5. Sabiex ikun jista' jwettaq dmirijietu b'mod iktar effettiv,l­
Awditur Ġenerali j iSla' jqiegħed lil xi membru rnill-pcrsunalliegħu n­
ufrlĊini la' xi dipartiment jew uffiċċju tal-Gvem jew ta ' xi korp iehor li 
jkun suġġett għal l -verifika tiegħu, u dak id-dipartiment. uffiċċju jew 
korp ghandhom jaghtu li l dik il-persuna l-akkommodazzjoni mehtieġa 

fdak l-uffiċċju. 

6. L-AwdilurĠeneral i għandujehtieġ lil kul l fu nzjonarju minnu 
impjegat li jkun se jeżamina l-konlij iella' xi dipartiment. uffiċċju jew 
korp. li jhares kull ħ tieġa li jko llha x'taqsam mas-sigurtA fdak i1· lok u 
li jieħu kull ġurament ta' segretezza li kull min ikun impjegat ma' dak 
id-dipartiment, uffiċċju jew korp jista' jenħtieġ li jieħu skond i l -liġi . 

7. (a) Fit-twettiq tal-funzjonijiet u r-responsabbiltaj iet tiegħu 

skond il- l iġi , l-Awditur Ġeneral i jisla ' joqghod fuq ir-rappon ta' 
l-awditur debitament maħtur ta' l-organizzazzjoni li dwarha jkun 
qed isir ir-rappon , u jista' wkoll iqabbad lil xi persuna jew grupp 
ta' persuni li skond il-l i ġi j kollhom warrant li jaghtihom jedd 
jivverifikaw il-kontij iet ta' kumpanniji pubbliċ i b'responsabbilll!. 
li mitata, sabiex dawn jivverifikaw il-kontijiet ta' xi dipan iment, 
uffiċċju jew korp li jkunu suġġetti ghall-verifi ka tieghu . 

(b) Id -dispożizzjonijiet tal-paragrafi 3, 4 u 6 ta' din l-Iskeda 
għandhom ikunu japplikaw dwar il-persuna jew il-grupp ta ' persuni 
li jiġu hekk imqabbdin mill-A wditur Ġenerali. 

T",osIM ... 111 

Fino.nzi 

8. L-ispejjeż ta' l -U ffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Veri fika u s-salarji u 
a/lov.'Onces taI-funzjonarj i tiegħu (minbarra dawk ta' l-Awditur Ġeneral i 
u tad-Deputat Awditur Ġenerali) sa dik is-somma li tista ' ti ġi stabbili ta 
mill -Kamra tad-Deputati skond d in it-Taqs ima, ghandhom jiġu 
addebila t i lill -Fond Konsol idat minghajr il - ħtieġa ta ' ebda 
approprjazzjoni oħra minbarra d in it-Taqsi ma ta' d in l-Iskeda. 

9. Għall-ghanijiet li tiġi stabbilita xi tkun is-somma m~mmija 

fil -paragrafu 8, l-Awdiluf Ġeneral i ghandu jħejji stima tas-somma li 
huwa jqis li Ikun meht ieġa ghal dak l-ghan. 



10. Dik l- istima ghandha qabel ma titressaq ghall-konsiderazzjoni 
tal-Kamra tad-Deputati tiġi ei.aminata mill-Kumitat stabbilit bit-Taqsima 
IV ta' din l-Iskeda. 

11. Meta matul xi sena finanzj:uja s-somma stabbilita mill-Kamra 
tad-Deputati ma tkunx fil-fehma ta' l-AwditurĠenerali biżżejjed sabiex 
huwa jkun j ista' jwettaq ir-responsabbiltajiet tal-kariga tieghu b'mod 
effiċjenti,l-Awditur Ġenerali ghandu jipprepara estimi supplimemari 
ghall-konsiderazzjon i tal-Kamra tad-Deputati wara li dawn jiġu 
eżam i nati mill-Kumitat kif imsemmi qabel fil-paragrafu 10. 

12. Is-sommajew somom imsemmija fil-paragrafi ta' qabel dan 
ta' din it-Taqsima għandhom jiġu stabbiliti b' riżoluzzjoni tal-Kamra 
tad-Deputati wara li jiġu kunsidrati l-estimi preparati mill-Awditur 
Ġenerali u r-rappon li jsir dwarhom mill-Kumitat. 

T AQSIMA IV 

Kumilal tal-Kontijiet dwar l-Uffiċċju Naujolwli tal-Verifikn 

13. Għandu jkun hemm Kumitat li jkun magħruf bhala l-Kumitat 
tal-Komijiet dwar l-Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika (hawnhekk iżjed 
'i1 quddiem imsejjah "il-Kumitat") li jkun kompost kif ġej: 

(i) dak il-membru tal-Kamra tad-Deputati li ghal dak iż­

żmien ikun Chairman tal-Kumitat dwar il-Kontijiet Pubbliċi tal­
Kamra tad-Deputati jew ta' xi kumitat iehor bhal dak tal-Kamra li 
minn żmien ghal żmienjissostitwixxi lil dak il-Kumitat. 

(li) il-Ministru responsabbli ghall-affarijiet tal-Parlament 
(hawnhekk iżjed ' il quddiem imsejjah "Leader tal-Kamra tad­
Deputati"); 

(i ii) tliet membri tal -Kamra tad-Deputati li jinhatru mi ll­
imsemmija Kamra fuq mozzjoni tal -Leader tal -Kamra tad­
Deputati, ghal dawk li huma żewġ membri minn fost deputati li 
jappoġġaw lill-Gvern u l-membru l-iehor minn fost il-membri ta' 
l -Oppożizzjon i. 

14. Il-Kumitat għandu minn żmien ghal żmien mhux inqas minn 
darba fis-senaj ippreżema lill-Kamra tad-Deputati (permezz tal-Leader 
tal-Kamra tad-Deputati) rappon dwar l-attivitajiet tieghu u r-rapport 
ta' l-ei.ami li jkun għamel ta' xi estimi li jkunu thejjew mill-Awditur 
Ġenerali. 

15 . Il-Kumitat ghandu je leġġi cha;rmall minn fost il-membri 
tieghu, ujista' jirregola l -proċedimenti tieghu nnifsu. 
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16. Max-xoljiment ta l-Kamra tad-Deputati . ghandu jitqies li I_ 
Kumitat ikun ġie xoll sakemm jiġi kostitwit ghal darb'oħra wara li l­
Kamra terġa ' tiltaqa' għall-ewwel darba. Meta max-xoljiment tal-Kamra 
tad-Deputati s-somma li jkollha l iġ i stabbilita għall -għanijiet lal­
paragrafu 8 tat-Taqsima HI ma tkunx ġiet hekk: stabbilita jew il-Kamra 
ma tkunx wara t-tmiem ta' sena fin anzj:uja stabbiliet dik is-somma,1-
Awdilur Ġenerali jkollu jedd jonfoq somma li tkun ekwivalenti ghal 
wieħed minn tnax tas-sommajew somom stabbiliti għas-sena finanzjarja 
ta' qabet, sakemm dik is-somma tiġ i hekk stabbil ita. 

17 . Ma ghandhiex tindaqa! il-validita la' kull proċediment ta1-
Kumitat mClajkun hemm xi vakanza fost il-membri tiegħu jew xi difett 
fil -ħatra jew nomina ta' xi wiehed mill-membri tieghu. 

T AQSIMA V 

Kontijj~t ra ' l-Uffiċċju Naujonali taf· Verifiko. 

18. Il-kont ijiet ta ' l-Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika għandhom 
j iġu veri fikati minn dik il-persuna jew persuni (hawnhekk iżjed ' il 
quddiem imsejha "l-awditur") li jinħatru mill-Kumitat minn fost dawk 
il-persuni li , skond dik il-liġi li tista' tkun fi s-sehħ minn żmien għa l 

żmien, ikollhom warrant li jagħtihom jedd j ivverifikaw il-kontijiet ta ' 
kumpannija pubblika b'responsabbihi\ limitata. 

19. Ir-rimunerazzjoni ta ' l-awditur għandha tiġi stabbilita mill­
Kumitat u ti nħareġ bħala parti mill-ispe.ijeż ta' l - Uffiċċju Nazzjonali 
tal-Verifika. 

20 . Ghar-rigward tal-kontijiet ta ' l - Uffiċċju Nazzjonali ta l­
Verifika l-awdi tur ikollu dawk is-setghat li huma vestiti skond il -liġi fl­
Awditur Ġenerali għar-rigward tal-kontijiet li jkunu suġġetti għall ­
verifika tieghu. 

21. L--awditur ghandu jippreżenta r-rapport ti egħu dwar il-veriftka 
li huwa jkun għamel li ll-Kumitat li ghandu (pennezz tal-Leader tal­
Kamra tad-Deputati) jippreienta l-istess rappon lill-Kamra tad-Deputati 
flimkien ma' kull kumment dwaru li jkun sar mill-istess Kumitat jew xi 
wieħed mill-membri tieghu. 

Għanijiet u Raġunijiet 

L-Abbozz j istabbilixxi x'inhuma d-dmirij iet ta' l-Awditur Ġenerali u j ipprovdi 
dwar il-mod kif l-Awditur Ġenrali għandu jirrelata li ll-Parlament, u jipprovdi għall­
iffinanzjar ta' l-Uffiċċju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika. 



A BILL 
enUtled 

AN ACf sett;ng OUf the duries a/the Auditor General and the manner 
whereby reports by the Auditor General are to be made to 
Par{jament, and to provide/or the manner in whichfunds shall be 
alfocated la the National Audit Office and the man.ner whereby 
accounts of the National Audit Office on to be audited and reported 
upon. as well asother matters ancillaryand consequential there/a. 

BE rr ENACTED by the Presidem, by and with the advice and 
consent of the House of Represenl3lives. in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-
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I. This Act may be cited as the Auditor General and National Sbontillo 

Audit Office Act, 1996, and shall come inlO force on such date as the ~, 
Prime Minister may by nOliee in the Gazetle establish and different 
dates may be 50 established for differenl provisions and different 
purposes thereof. 

2. In this Act unless the COntexl otherwise requires: 

"Auditor General" and "Deputy Auditor General" mean 
the Auditor General and the Deputy Auditor General appointed in 
tenns of section 108 of the Constitut ion; 

"Constitution" means the Constitution of Malta; 

"National Audit Office" means the National Audit Office set 
up by section 108 of the Constitution. 
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3. The Auditor General and the Depot)' Auditor General shall 
lakc an oalh of Office in the tenns following: 

"I ................... ........ swear that I shall honeslly and diligentl)' 
perfonn the funclions of Auditor GeneraVDeputy Auditor General, 
according to the Constitution of Malta and to any law that may from 
time to time be applicable. without fear Of {avour and to the best of my 
abil ily.". 

4. The Auditor General may in connection with his functions 
under the Constitution or any olħer law, examine any person on oalh on 
any maller pc:rtaining to any account subject to his audit and shall have 
all the powers that are by virtue of the Inquiries ACI conferred on a 
chairman of a board of enquiry under that Act, and the provisions of 
that Act shaB apply to IheAudilor Genera1 in the exercisc ofhis functi ons 
aforesaid as if he were a chairman appointed under that Act. 

5. The provisions of the Firsl Schedule to this Act shaH apply to 
the reporlS thal the Auditor General is to make to Parliament In 

accordance wilh section 108 of the Constirution . 

6. The provisions of the Second Schedule to this Act shaH apply 
to the recrui lment of staff al the National Audil Office, 10 Ihe powers of 
the Auditor Gener.1I and of his office, Ihe allocation of funds to the 
National Audit Office, the keeping of accounts thereat and for their 
propcr audit. 

7. The Financial Administration and Audit Act shaH be amended 
as follows: 

(a) sections 5to I1 (incJusive),4910 61 (inclusive),66,69, 
and 70 shall be deleted; 

(b) in section 45 the words "all securities held in Malta shaH 
be inspected by the Director of Audit and;' shall be deJeted. and 
for the marginal title thereto there shalJ be substiwted the words 
"Certified returns of securities held abroad;"; 

(c) in section 46 for the words from "for veri fication" to 
"of th is Ad ," there shall be substituted the words "to the Auditor 
General as provided in section 67 ofthis Act ."; 

(d) in sections 46, 48, 65, and 67 , for the words "Director 
of Audit" whercver they appcar there shaB be substi tuted the words 
"Auditor General", and for the words "Audit Offiee"there shaH 
be substituted the words "National Audit Office"; and 



(e) in 5ubsection (2) of scction 65, for the words "Such 
statemenlS shaH be examined with the Treasury books. certified 
by the Director of Audit and rclumed 10 the Accountant General 
withi" two weeks after the receipl thereof, and the Minister shall 
forthwilh cause the samc. cc.rtiflCd as aforesaid, to be published" 
there shall besubsl:ituted the words "Assoon as the AuditorGenenl 
retums such statemcnts to the Accountant General, the Minister 
shaH CIIoUse 5uch statements to be published". 
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8. Any rcference in aoy law to the Director of Audit and to the Rd ... nceo in 

Audit Office shall be deemed to be a reference to the Audilor General .,...... ...... . 
and to the National Audit Office respectively. 

9. 1be Pensions Ordinancc shaH be amended as follows: 

(a) immediatcly aflcr paragraph (b) of the definition 
"pensionable office" in section 2 tħercof, lhere shaH be added the 
fo llowing paragraph: 

"(c) the office of Auditor General of Deputy AuditOf 
General, o r any office in the National Audit Office;"; 

(b) seclion 9 thereof shaH be amended as fol1ows: 

(i) the present provi sion shaH be re numbered as 
subsection ( I) thereof; 

(i i) in paragraph (i ) of the proviso to subsection ( I) 
thereof as renumbered, for the word "judge" there shall be 
substituted the words "judge,Attomey General ormagistratc'; 

,"d 
(i ii) im med iale ly afler subseclion (I) the rcof DS 

renumbered there shall be added the following subsection: 

"(2) T he provisions of subsection (I) of this 
section shall not apply to any officer holding the office 
of AudiIQr General or Deputy Auditor Genera1."; and 

(c) immediately afte r paragraph (5) of regulation 3 of the 
Pens ions Regulations there shall be added the followin g new 
paragraph (6): 

"(6) The Audilor General and/or, the Deputy Auditor 
General who, immedialely preceding theif appoinlment as 

" __ tON 

1'10: •• ... 0nlnMD0. 
c.p. ,]. 
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c.p. 174. 

Cap. 174. 

Cap. 17". 

such , werc eligible for pension under this Ordinance, if they 
att compel1cd to tenninate their leon o f office on account of 
infinnity o f mind or body and thereupon effectively reli re 
from the public service, or have attained the age of sixty on 
or afleT the expiry of that term wilhoul il having been 
immediately renewed or extended, ma)' be allowed to daim 
a pension al the rate of tħree-ħundred and sixlieths of theiT 
pensionable emo[uments as Auditor General and/or Deput)' 
Auditor General for each complete montħ of pensionable 
serviee in aoy capacit)' in the serviee of Malla." 

FIRST SCHEDULE 
(Section 5) 

Reports of the Auditor General 

l. (a) The Andito r General shall make 5uch cltamination and 
inquiries in the accounts of all departments or offices of the 
Govemment of Malta, or of such ()(her bodies on whose accounts 
he is 10 report in accordance with any law, as he may consider 
necessary in order 10 enable him to report thereon as required by 
the Constitution or any other law. 

(b) The Auditor General shaH at least once in every year 
inspect al l securities held in Malta and shaH verify the annual retum 
of all securities held in Malta and abroad prepared by the 
Accountant General under the provisions o f the Financial 
Administration and Audit Act. 

(c) The Audilor General shaH examine with the Treasury 
books the statements which the Accountant General is requi red to 
prepare and forward to him undcr the Financial Administration 
and Audit Act; he shaH certify and re tum them to the Accountant 
General within two weeks afler the receipt thereof. 

(d) ff the Auditor General objectS to any part of suc h 
statements, he shaH ctrti fy the same with such remarks thereon as 
he th inks fit, and they shall be published and laid on the Table of 
the Uouse of Representatives logether with such remarks . 

(e) The Auditof General shall examine the statementS and 
accounts prepared and senl to him by the Accountant General in 
terms o f the Financial Adminislration and Aud it Act and shaH 
make a report as is provided unde r and is required by Ihis Act , by 
the Financial Administration and Audit Act and any regulations 



made thereunder, Of as the Auditor General may think fil and Cap. 17~. 

desirable. 

2. The Auditor General shall cltamine. in panicular. such books 
and records as govemmenl departments are required 10 keep by orunder 
the Financial Administration and Audit ACI Of any other law which Cap. 1U. 

may from time to lime amend, supplement Of repJace that Acl. and 
shall in his report state his opinion as to whcther such books and records 
fairly contrun such information as is required in accordance with stated 
accounting policies of the Govemment of Malla. 

3. The Auditor General may examine whether the department, 
office Of Olher body wħose accounts are being audited by him has used 
the funds and resources avai lable 10 il effectively, dficiently. and 
economically withoul incurring expendilure which is unnecessary. 

4. Nothing in paragraph 3 hcreof shall be construed as entit1ing 
the Audilor Genera1lo go inlo lhe merils of any policy Of objeclive of 
any such depanmenl, office or body. 

5. The Audilor General shall annually report 10 lhe House of 
Representatives on:-

(i) the work and aClivities oflhe National Audit Office; and 

(ii) whelher in carrying out his work he rcceived a1lthe 
information and expJanalions he required. 

6. Each repon under paragraph 5 shall call allention to anYlhing 
thal the Audilor General considers 10 be of significance and of a natore 
lhal should be broughtlo the allenlion of the House of Representatives. 
including in panicular any cases in which he may have observed thal:-

(i) accou nts and records have not been faithfully and 
properly maintained Of public monies have not been fully accounted 
for or paid into the Consolidated Fund as may be required by law; 

(ii) essential re<:ords have nOI been maintained Of lhe rules 
and procedures applied have been insuffJcienl 10 safeguard and 
control public property. 10 secure an effeclive check on the 
assessmenl, collection and proper alloc81ion of rcvenue and 10 
ensure that expenditures have been made only as authorised; 

(iii) public monies have been expended for purposes other 
Ihan those for which they werc approprialed by Parliament or 
otherwise not in accordance with the Financial Administration and 
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Audit Act or such other law amending.suppJementing orreplacing 
thal Act; 

(iv) public monies have been expended uncconomically or 
without due regard to effectiveness and efficiency; 

(v) satisfactory procedures have not bcen estabJished to 
measure and report the effectiveness of expenditure programmes, 
where such procedures should reasonably have been eSlablished. 

7. Each report made by the Auditor GeneraJ under paragraph 5 
of (his ScheduJe shaJl be 5ubmiued to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives not later tħan twclve months afterthe endof tħe fi nancial 
year being reponed upon. and the Speaker shall lay each sucħ report 
before the House of Representatives on the next siuing of the House 
after receipl thereof by him. 

8. (a) The Auditor General ma)' make special reports to the 
House of Representatives:-

(i) on any matter of pressing imponance Of urgency; 
oc 

(ii) dealing with valuc for money audi t rela!ing to 
effJcienc:y and efftttiveness of any department, off tCe of body. 

(b) The Speakershall lay each such report before the House 
of Representatives on the next sitting o f the House aflcr receipl 
thereofby him. 

9 . (a) The Auditor General may e ither personolly of through 
the National Audit Office, on the initiative of the Auditor General 
himself or al the request of the Minister responsible for finance or 
of at leasl three members o f the Public Accounts Committee of 

such othcr Committee of the House of Representatives that may 
from time to time replace such committee, inquire inlo and report 
on: 

(i) any manerrelating to govemment finances,proper1Y 
of fu nds administer~d of under the control of any Govcmment 
department or office Of of any body whose accounts Me subject 
to his aud it: 

(ii) such accounts and financial repons which are in 
virtue of or under any law laid before Ihe House of 
Represenlatives. 



(i ii) the accounts of those public authorities or bodies 
administering. holding or using funds belonging directly Of 
indirect1y to the Govemment of Malta; 

(iv) the operations of companies or other entities in 
which the Govemment of Malta owns not less than 51 per 
cent of the shares; 

(v) any othcr matter as may be provided by or under 
any law . 

(b) The Speaker shalllay each such repon before the House 
of Representatives on the next sitting of the House afler receipt 
thereof by him . 

(c) The Audi tor General may give advice to any 
Government depanment or office, Of to any body to which 
subparagraph (a) ħereof applies, on anything discovered during 
such inquiry . 

10. (a) Any serious irregularity discovered by the Auditor 
General in a govemment depanment oroffice,or in a body subject 
to his audit, shall be broughl to the nOlice of the Minister 
responsible for that govern ment depanment, office or body by the 
Auditor GeneraL 

(b) (i) The Auditor General may repon to the Speaker any 
person who performs duties in such government depanment 
oroffice,or body subjcct to his audit ,and who fails to comply 
with any of the provisions of this Act or of the Financial 
Administration and Audit Act, or of any regulations made Cap. J7~. 

thcreunder. 

(ii) The Auditor General shall report any 5uch person 
to the Minister re5ponsible for that Government depanment, 
office or body and recommend: either that the Minister 
imposes a penalty on 5uch person contravening any of the 
provisions of this Act, or the Financial Administration and Cap. n~ . 
Audit Act. or of any regulations made thereunder, which 
penalty shall not exceed a sum equivalenl tothe gross monthly 
salary of such person ; Of that the Minister surcharge5 against 
that person the amount of deficiency or loss or improper 
payment resulting from the non-compliance of any provisions 
ofthis Act,Of oftħe Financial Administration and Audit Act, cap.. 17'. 
or of any regulations made thereunder. 
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(Hi) Any person aggrievcd by the imposition of any 
such penaJt)' or surcharge shall have a right 10 contesl soch 
penalty Of surcharge by action taken againsl the Minister in 
the First Hall of lhe Civil Court not laler than one month after 
notiee has been given to him of sucħ penalty or surcħarge. 
and such penalt)' or surcharge shall not become effective 
beforc the lapse of one month or during such time as any 
sucħ court action is slill pending. 

(iv) The Auditor General shall report an)' such person 
wħo fraudulently appties or fraudulently causes or pennits to 
be applied public monies to other tħan public services. of 

who is a defaulter in respect of public monies,lo the Minister. 
who shall take such steps as he ma)' consider neoessary to 
have the o(fender prosecuted according to law; but notħing 
herein contained shall prevent the taking of proceedings 
againsl such person by any person other than the Minister. 

(c) The AuditorGeneral shall make queries and observations 
addJessed 10 any acc:ounting offtcerorofficerin any way concemed 
wilh the recei pt or paymenl o f public monies a nd call for 
explanalions as he may think necessary. Every such query and 
observalion addressed to any such officers shaH be relumcd by 
them to the AuditorGenera1 with the necessary reply witħoul delay. 
In the event of any unusual or unexplained delay occurring in 
oblaining reply, or In unsllisfaclory reply being received, to 
iDquires or represenlations made by him,lhe AudilorGeneraJ shaH 
repon Ihe curcumstances 10 the M inisle r respons ible for Ihe 
govemmcnt departffiCnI Of office , or body subjccl to his audit, 
concemed. 

SECOND SCHEDULE 
(Scction 6) 

National Audit Otnce 

P ART I 

Officers of the National Audit Office 

I. The Audilor General shaH appoinl such number and such 
c1asses of officers al the National Audit Office as he may considef 
nccessary to assist him in Ihe discharge of his func tions according to 
law. 

2 . Such officers shaH be appoinlcd on such (enru and shal1 enjoy 
such rcmuneration as the Auditor General may dclenninc. 



PART (I 

Powers of Auditor General and of National Audit Office 

3. Except as may be expressly provided by any law, the Auditor 
General, and al l authorised officers of the National Audit Office, shall 
be entit1ed to free access at all reasonable times to such information 
from officers and otllerpersonnel of govemment departments or offices, 
or of bodies subject to his audit, that may be required by them for the 
proper execution of their functions according to law, and they shaH be 
entitled to reccive from such officers and other personnel such re[Xl1tS 
and explanations as they may deem necessary for such purposes. 

4. The Auditor General may also cause sean:hes to be made in, 
and extracts to be taken from any books, documents or records existing 
in any premises of govemment departments or offices, or of bodies 
subject to his audit , without paying any fee therefof notwithslanding 
any raw Of regulations to the contrary. 

5. In order to carry out his dut ies more effcctively, the Auditor 
General may station a member of his staff in the offices of any 
Govemment department Of office, or of any other body subjcct to his 
audit , and such department, office Of body shall fumish such member 
wi th the necessary office accomrnodation. 

6. 1be Auditor General shaH require every officer employed by 
him who is to examine the accounts of any department, office Of body 
to comply with any security requirements applicable thereto and to take 
any oalh of secrecy that may be required by law to be taken by any 
person employed with that departmem, office or body. 

7 . (a) In carry ing out his func tions and respons ibili ties 
according to law, the Auditor General may rely on the report of the duly 
appointed audilor of the organisation being reported upon , and may 
also commission any person Of group of persons who may in accordance 
with any law hold a warrant emit]ing (hem to audit the accounts of 
public limited Jiability companies, to audit the accounts of any 
department , office Of body subjcct to his audit. 

(b) The provisions of paragraphs 3 ,4 and 6 ofthis Schedule 
sha ll apply in fespect of the person or group of persons 
commissioned by the Auditor General. 
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P"RT lil 

Finance 

8. The expenses of the National Audit Office and the salaries 
and allowances of the officers thereof (other than those of the AuditQf 
General and of the Depuly Auditor General) up to a sum as may be 
fixed by the House of Representalives in accordance with this Part, 
shall be a charge on the Consolidated Fund wilhout the need of any 
further appropriation other !han this Part of Ihis ScheduJe. 

9. For the purposes of establishi ng the sum referred to in 
paragraph 8, the Audi tor General shall prepare an estimate of the sum 
that he considers to be required. 

10. Such estimale shaH before considcralion by lhe House of 
Representatives be examined by Ihe Committee established under Pan 
IV of this Schedule. 

11. Where during the course of any fi nancial year the sum fixed 
by the House ofRepresentatives is in the opinion of the Auditor Genera1 
insufficient 10 enable him 10 efficienlly fuJfi J the responsibi lities of his 
office, the Auditor General shaH prepare supplementary estimales for 
consideralion by the House of Representatives afler examination by 
the Committee as aforesaid in paragraph 10. 

12. The sum of sums referred to in the previous paragraphs of 
this Patt shaH be fixed by resolulion of the House of Representatives 
after considering the estimates prepared by the Auditor General and 
the report thereon by the Committee. 

Part IV 

National Audit Office Accounts Committee 

13. There shaH be a Committee to be styled the National Audit 
Office Accounts Committee (hereinafter referred tO as " the Commitlee") 
which shaJJ be composed as fo llows: 

(i) the member of the House of Representatives who is for 
the time being Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee of 
the House of Representatives of soch other committee of the said 
House from time to time replacing such Committee; 



(ii) the Minister responsible for parliamentary a ffai rs 
(hereinafter referred to as " the Leader of the House of 
Representativcs"): 

(Hi) three members of the House of Represenlatives 
appointed by the said House upon a motion by the Leader of the 
HouseofRepresentatives,as to two members from among members 
supporting the Govemmenl and as to the remaining member from 
among lhe members in opposition. 

14. The Committee $ħali from time 10 lime bul not less onen 
Ihan once a year present 10 the House of Representalives (through the 
Leader of the House of Represenlativcs) a repon of ilS activities and 
the report of its examination of any estimates prepared by the Auditor 
General. 

15 . The Committee shaH elecl a chairman from among ils 
members, and may regulate its own procee<1ings. 

16. Upon the dissolution of the House of Representatives the 
Committee shaU be deemed 10 be dissolved until it is next reconstituted 
after the House next meeu. Where upon the dissolution of the House of 
Representalives the sum 10 be eslablished for the purposes of paragraph 
8 of Part 111 is noc 50 established or the House has not after the end of a 
fin ancial year not established the said sum, the Auditor General shaH 
be entitled to expend a sum equivalent to one twelfth of the sum Of 
sums established for the previous financial year, until the said sum is 50 
established. 

17. The validity of any proceedings of the Committee shall nat 
be affecled by any vacancy among its members or by any defect in the 
appointment or nomination Of any of ils members. 

AccounJS o/tM National Audit Offiu 

18. The accou",s of the Nalional Audit Office shaH be audited 
by such person orpersons (hereinafter referred to as "auditor") appointed 
by the Committee from among such persons who in accordance with 
such law as may from time to time be in force hold a warrant entiUing 
them to audit the accounts of a public limited liability company. 

19. The remuneration o f the audi tor shal1 be fixed by the 
Commiuee and shaJl be defrayed as patt of the expenses of the National 
Audit Office. 
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20. The auditor shall have with regard to the accounts of the 
National Audit Office such powers as are by law vested in the Audilor 
General with regard to accounts subject to his audit. 

2 1. The 8uditor shall present his report on the audit carried OUI 
by him to the Commiuee which shaH (lhrough the Leader of the House 
of Representalives) present the same to the House of Representatives 
logclher with aoy cormnent thcreon by the said Committee Of aoy of its 
members. 

ObJecta and Reaaona 

The Acl sets OU! the duties of the Audilor General and provides for the manoer 
in which the Auditor General shall report to Parliament, and provides for the funding 
of the National Audit Office. 
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