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PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER 

 

Speaker Anġlu Farrugia attends the 5th Summit of Speakers of Parliaments of the Union for the 

Mediterranean  

 

Speaker Anġlu Farrugia participated in the 5th Summit of Speakers of Parliaments of the Union for 

the Mediterranean (PA-UfM) in Cairo, under the 2018 Egyptian Presidency of PA-UfM. 

 

The 5th Summit of Speakers of Parliaments of the UfM was opened by Dr Ali Abdel Aal, Speaker of 

the Egyptian House of Representatives and President of the PA-UfM. Speeches were then delivered 

on behalf of Sherif Ismail, Prime Minister of Egypt, Antonio Tajani, President of the European 

Parliament, Roberto Fico, President of the Chamber of Deputies of the Italian Republic, and Dr Ismail 

Kahraman, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey. 

 

In his address, Speaker Farrugia welcomed the opportunity to reconvene and exchange ideas on 

ongoing challenges and opportunities in the shared Euro-Mediterranean region. He said that this 

year’s topic, Counter-Terrorism in the Euro-Mediterranean region, builds on the excellent discussions 

held during the 2017 Summit of Speakers and continues to strengthen the importance of dialogue and 

exchange of best practices at parliamentary level.  

 

The Speaker explained that members of parliament hold a pivotal role to transpose laws, promote 

parliamentary diplomacy, and sustain close cooperation with their constituency. The transposition of 

internationally agreed protocols and inter-parliamentary dialogue are important parliamentary tools 

to ensure that national legislation is adequate and the representatives of the people are equipped with 

the best knowledge how to address the evolving terrorist threat. To this end, Speaker Farrugia 

welcomed developments within the European Union addressing money-laundering, cash entering and 

leaving the EU, and increased regulations on explosive precursors.  

 

Speaker Farrugia spoke about the regional and international organisations that have a seat in Malta 

and congratulated them for their work in addressing terrorism from political, social, economic, and 

religious perspectives. In this regard, Speaker Farrugia welcomed the inter-parliamentary work of the 

International Institute for Justice and the Rule of Law and the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean. Furthermore, he announced that this summer, the Global Council for Tolerance and 

Peace, also based in Malta, is launching its parliamentary dimension to further advocate the role of 

Parliamentarians to promote religious understanding, tolerance, and peace.  

 

Upon concluding, Speaker Farrugia recognised that investment and quality education form the basis 

of resilient societies and that members of parliament hold the key to promote a better understanding 
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of the root causes of terrorism and sustain closer cooperation at a stakeholder, public, and 

parliamentary level.  

 

The Parliamentary Assembly - Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) is an inter-parliamentary 

organisation bringing together the parliaments of the 28 European Union member states and of 15 

countries from the Southern and Eastern shores of the Mediterranean. It provides a unique forum to 

enhance regional cooperation and dialogue in the Euro-Mediterranean region.  

 

 


