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Befuse-driven fuel meant for export.

The agency managing the Ghallis engineered landfill has rejected claims of resorting to bad
waste management practices to cut expenses,

Maghtab residents, however, have complained that bad smefls emanating from the landfill have
_@creaseﬂ substantially in recent months. S

Pictures taken last week show what appears to be recyclable waste being dumped at the
_landfill, while drainage sludge |s being left fo dry in the open air for days, though this is
considered contrary to good industrial practice.

Experts claimed that dralnage sludge — residue
emanating from the sewage treatmant facilites —
is being dumped at the Ghallis facility without
being coverad with inert waste as soon as it gets
there.

Also, some of the sludge is being left uncovered
for days, increasing the bad smells in the area.

According to the experts, waste that should be
recycled, including wood and refuse-driven fuel,
which s normally exported, is being dumped in
the landfill,

————

Good wood dwmped vather thas recyeled.

Sources said it was difficult to investigate reparts o
that measures were being taken to cut corners and reduce the expenditure on the management ;
of the landfill, because it was only accessible to those authorised by Wasteserv. However, they :

added, the amells had become more pronounced and people in the area were noticing it.

"“The smells have increased dramatically over the past months, and we dont know why. When
we complain to Wasteserv, they tell us to shut the windows,” said a Maghtab resident wha has
been living the area for the past 12 years.

When contacted, a spokeswoman for Wasteserv denied that the agency was cutling corners to
reduce expenses.

Asked whether it was true that drainage sludge was being lefi uncovered, she said the materfal
wauld have already siabilised by the time it reached Ghallis and when It was eventually
landfilled, it generated minimal odours. The spokeswoman insisted that "all waste that enters
the Ghallis fandfill is covered by a layer of inert waste every day to minimise odours”.
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With regard to wood being dumped rather than recycled, the Wasteserv official noted that
priority was given to reuse, “However, not all wood can be recycled,” she said. "Waod that has
been treated, painted, stained or contaminated is not appropriate for recycling and has to be
disposed of at the landfil.”

Asked about the reports of refuse-driven fuel being dumped instead of exported, the
spokesweoman sald that “given that Malta does not have a waste-to-energy facility (incinerator),
RDF is partly exported at a cost and partly stored at the Maghtab environmental complex for
future use”.

ivan.camilleri@timesofmalia.com
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Edwin De Marcoe * 2 years ago
Mmmmm. Smells can whet the appetite sometimes but this takes the biscuit!
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Anthony Camilleri « 2 years ago

How about running a similar article on the St Antnin Recycling Plant. Bet M'Scala
residents have ample to share on Wasteserv.
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Joe M. Borg * 2 years ago
Hmmm.... no elves yei? Ronnie, perhaps?
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Simone Camiller] » 2 years ago

"Close the windows" what a solutlon especially in summer. Here at Salina, we smell
both garbage and sfudge. It's so disgusting but nobody seams Interested in
anybody's wellbelng in this country
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Paul Barrett 4 Simone Camilieri « 2 years ago

#ERe  |tis not only the smell It is the amount of "unexplained"” headaches when the
wind blows directly from the dump cr the air is still. Fortunately paracetamol
tablets are not too expensive and for Salina the wind is more often from the

N to W area or life would be infolerable.
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C. Magro + 2 years ago
residents, go there, take photos and send to TOM!
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paul busuttil - 2 yvears ano

The pictures speak for themselves, Wasteserv spokeswoman must be missing
distorting facts 111
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President can serve a second term if Slovak investigative journalist shot
she wants to, says PM's legal adviser dead in his home
108 commants » 7 how's ago §0 comnmants » 6 howrs ago
tan Bugaeja — With the paqgpaq fiasco | Agtor Geech — It sounds eerily and
dor’t think she even deserves to finish uncorafortably familiar doesn't it?

the first term.When wifl anybody in thia ...

Malta needs to reform laws against Need to reform abortion law - Nils

abortion, Council of Europe’s ... Muiznieks

27T commenta « § howrs agoe 28 commants « 12 hours ago
Charles W Ssmmat — What a simplictic Kark Wasehnlg — You should do
mentality. It's like telling a murder victim research Mr Galea in order to enlarge
not to get murdered. The simple ... your knowladge. This the best what ...
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