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DAHLA

Ghandi pjacir inwasslilkom it-18-il harga tal-perjodiku mill-
Parlament, it-tieni mill-bidu ta’ din il-legizlatura li bdiet fI-24 ta’
Gunju 2017. Saissa saru 67 seduta fil-Parlament gew ipprezentati
mhux ingas minn 84 mozzjoni inkluz dawk ghall-Ewwel Qari tal-
ligijiet u wahda tal-Oppozizzjoni, flimkien ma’ 7 abbozzi ta’ ligi,
madwar 3,200 mistogsija parlamentari, 7 decizjonijiet tas-Sedja
u 10 ligijiet li gew mghoddija mill-Parlament.

Saret ukoll hidma intensiva f’dik li hija diplomazija parlamentari
fejn min-naha tieghi mexxejt delegazzjoni parlamentari f’Kuba
f’Settembru. Din kienet |-ewwel darba li |-Parlament Kuban
stieden parlament nazzjonali Ewropew, dak Malti, ghal zjara
bilaterali. Matul iz-zjara gew diskussi |-EU-Cuba Association
Agreement kif ukoll il-possibilita li jkun hemm skambju ta’ esperti
medici, specjalment fil-glieda kontra I-kancer, bejn Kuba u Malta.
Din il-proposta gieghda tigi segwita mill-Ministeru tas-Sahha taht
id-direzzjoni tad-Deputat Prim Ministru u Ministru ghas-Sahha
I-Onor. Chris Fearne.

F'Ottubru il-Parlament Malti ha sehem attiv fl-Assemblea
Generali tal-IPU |li nzammet f'San Pietruburgu, u f'Novembru
fil-Konferenza Parlamentari annwali tal-Commonwealth |i saret
fl-ewwel gimgha ta’ Novembru gewwa |-Bangladexx. Fdin il-
konferenza inizjattiva tad-delegazzjoni Maltija ghal stqgarrija
tal-Konferenza dwar is-sitwazzjoni tar-refugjati Rohingya fil-
Bangladesh giet approvata b’'mod unanimu.

F’'Dicembru, hadt sehem fI-10 Parliamentary Intelligence-Security
Forum fil-Kungress Amerikan fejn is-suggetti ewlenin kienu kif
wiehed jiggieled is-cyber terrorism u |-bzonn ta’ intelligence
sharing bejn il pajjizi. F'Dicembru wkoll irrapprezentajt lis-CPA,
fil-kapacita tieghi ta’ President tas-Small Branches tas-CPA, fil-
Konferenza Parlamentari tal-WTO li nzammet gewwa Buenos
Aires, |-Argentina.

F'din il-harga ta’ mill-Parlament, tistghu taqraw aktar dwar
dawn il-lagghat, u lagghat ohra li ppartecipaw fihom il-Membri
Parlamentari. Barra minn hekk ssibu informazzjoni dettaljata
dwar diversi lagghat interparlamentari organizzati mill-Parlament
Malti, inkluz dawk taht il-kappa tal-IPU, CPA u ECPRD, kif ukoll
esebizzjonijiet imtellgha fil-binja tal-Parlament.

F'din il-harga ssibu wkoll zewg artikli tassew interessanti,
wiehed minn Prof. George Cassar dwar il-partiti politici fl-ewwel
Parlament Malti fI-1921 wara li Malta nghatat il-Kostituzzjoni
Amery-Milner, u iehor mill-Prof. William Zammit, liema artiklu
jkompli ma’ dak fil harga precedenti dwar disinnji politici li kienu
jidhru kontra Gerald Strickland gabel |-elezzjoni tal-1932.

Filwaqt li nittama li kulhadd kellu I-opportunita jgatta’ ftit granet

ta’ mistrieh fil-festi li ghadhom kif gew fi tmiemhom niehu din I-
okkazjoni sabiex nawguralkom sena mimlija risq u hena.

Anglu Farrugia
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FOREWORD

I have the pleasure to bring to you the 18th issue of the periodical
mill-Parlament, the second in this legislature, which started on
24 June 2017. To date 67 parliamentary sittings were held; no
less than 84 motions, including motions for First Reading and one
Opposition motion, were presented, as well as 7 bills, around
3,200 parliamentary questions were presented, 7 rulings were
given by the Chair and 10 Acts were enacted by Parliament.

Much work has also been done with regard to parliamentary
diplomacy, including by the parliamentary delegation | led
to Cuba in September. This was the first time that the Cuban
Parliament invited a European national parliament, the Maltese
Parliament, for a bilateral visit. Talks focused on the EU Cuba
Association Agreement as well as the possibility of an exchange
of medical experts between Cuba and Malta, especially in the
fight against cancer. This proposal is being followed up by the
Ministry for Health under the direction of the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Health Hon. Chris Fearne.

In October, the Maltese Parliament participated actively in
the IPU General Assembly which took place in St Petersburg,
and in November in the annual Commonwealth Parliamentary
Conference in Bangladesh. In this Conference a proposal of the
Maltese delegation for the Conference to adopt a statement
on the situation of the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh was
adopted unanimously.

In December, | took part in the 10th Parliamentary Intelligence
Security Forum at the US Congress, where the main themes
discussed were ways of fighting cyber terrorism and the need
for intelligence sharing between countries. Also in December, |
represented the CPA, in my role of President of the Small Branches
of the CPA, at the WTO Parliamentary Conference which was held
in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

In this issue of mill-Parlament, you can read more about these
visits, and other visits in which Members of Parliament have
taken part. Furthermore, you can find detailed information
concerning the various inter parliamentary meetings organised
by the Maltese Parliament, including those falling within the IPU,
the CPA and ECPRD, as well as exhibitions set up in the Parliament
building.

In this issue, you can also read two very interesting articles, one
by Prof. George Cassar concerning the political parties in in the
Maltese Parliament in 1921 after Malta was granted the Amery
Milner Constitution, and another article by Prof. William Zammit,
continued from the previous issue, on anti-Gerald Strickland
political cartoons produced in the run up to the 1932 election.

Whilst hoping that everyone had the opportunity to have a well
deserved rest during the festive season which has just come to an
end, | take this opportunity to wish you a happy and prosperous
new year.

Anglu Farrugia
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ATTIVITAJIET TAL-PARLAMENT

Parlament taz-Zghazagh 2017

Id-Deputy Speaker |-Onor. Claudette Buttigieg fethet u ppresidiet I-edizzjoni ta’ din is-sena tal-Parlament
taz-Zghazagh, li gie organizzat fit-13 ta’ Settembru. Din |-attivitd annwali, organizzata mill-Kunsill Nazzjonali
taz-Zghazagh, toffri liz-zghazagh ta’ bejn I-eta ta’ 13 u 35 sena l-opportunita li jippartecipaw f’sessjoni li fiha
jiddibattu numru ta’ temi maghzula minnhom stess, u ggib fi tmiemha process ta’ hidma ta’ diversi xhur. Is-
sessjoni kienet indirizzata wkoll mill-President tal-Kunsill Nazzjonali taz-Zghazagh Michael Piccinino.

ll-grupp maghmul miz-zghazagh ta’ etajiet bejn it-13 u t-18-il-sena ddiskuta tliet
temi: il-kultura u l-innovazzjoni, iz-zghazagh u x-xoghol, u t-tibdil fil-klima. Dawn _ .
ikkonkludew li sabiex tigi promossa t-tolleranza u mnaqqgsa d-diskriminazzjoni,
it-tfal ghandhom jitghallmu dwar religjonijiet differenti u li ghandu jkun hemm
aktar postijiet fejn nies ta’ religjonijiet differenti jistghu jipprattikaw il-fidi
taghhom, inkluz ¢entri li jlaggghu nies ta’ fidi differenti. Bhala mezz sabiex jitjieb
l-ambjent dawn iz-zghazagh ipproponew li jigu introdotti pieni aktar horox
ghall-estrazzjoni illegali tal-ilma mill-ispieri, ghandu jkun hemm tined solari fil-
postijiet ta’ parkegg u postijiet fejn jigu ¢cargjati vetturi elettronici. Iz-zghazagh
ipproponew ukoll li tinbidel it-tariffa tal-postijiet fejn jigu ccargjati vetturi elettrici
u li persuni li jixtru vetturi elettrici bejn 1-2018 u I-2020 jinghataw €100 fix-xahar
ghal tliet snin li jistghu jintefqu f’"dawn l-istazzjonijiet. Proposta mmirata lejn it-
tnaqqis tal-problema tat-traffiku kienet li tinghata ghotja lill-impjegati li jaghmlu
carpooling. Fil-qasam taz-zghazagh u x-xoghol, iz-zghazagh ipproponew i
studenti li jiksbu I-oghla marki jinghataw opportunitajiet ta’ impjieg permanenti
u lighandu jkun hemm politika li tipprojbixxi lill-managers u lil min ihaddem milli
jikkuntattjaw lill-impjegati barra mis-sighat tax-xoghol.

Iz-zghazagh ta’ bejn id-19 u |-35 sena ddiskutew is-sahha sesswali u riproduttiva,
id-decentralizzazzjoni u d-divoluzjoni f’'Ghawdex u l-immigrazzjoni u |-protezzjoni
umanitarja. Dwar Ghawdex, iz-zghazagh ikkonkludew li ghandu jkun hemm
pjan holistiku, specjalment ghal Marsalforn u x-Xlendi, fejn ged isir zvilupp b’rata mghaggla sabiex tintlahaq
id-domanda turistika. Sahqu wkoll li I-Gvern ghandu jipprovdi inizjattivi ta’ teleworking sabiex il-haddiema
Ghawdxin ikunu jistghu jahdmu minn Ghawdex stess. Dwar it-tema tal-integrazzjoni, iz-zghazagh sahqu li
meta immigranti u refugjati jwelldu t-tfal f’"Malta, dawn it-tfal ghandhom jinghataw residenza u cittadinanza
Maltija. Huma sejhu ghall-izvilupp ta’ organizzazzjonijiet |i jippromwovu I-interessi tal-immigranti biex
I-immigranti jkunu jistghu jippartecipaw fil-process politiku, u li I-immigranti u r-refugjati li jhallsu t-taxxa u
I-bolla ghandhom jircievu pensjoni. Fil-qasam tas-sahha riproduttiva, iz-zghazagh sejhu ghal konsultazzjoni
aperta dwar l-abort, ipproponew li jigi ¢censurat il-wiri tal-film ‘The Silent Scream’ lil zghazagh ta’ 14-il sena
u heggew li jinfetah sperm bank.
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ENTARY ACTIVITIES

Youth Parliament 2017

Deputy Speaker Hon. Claudette Buttigieg presided over this year’s edition of the Youth Parliament, which
took place on 13 September. This annual activity, organised by the National Youth Council, offers young
people between the ages of 13 and 35 the opportunity to participate in a session in which they debate a
number of themes chosen by themselves, thereby bringing to a close several months of work. The session
was also addressed by the President of the National Youth Council Mr Michael Piccinino, following an
introductory speech by the Deputy Speaker.

/' -, The group aged between 13 and 18 years discussed three themes: culture
shi. R and innovation, youth and work, and climate change. As means to promote
tolerance and reduce discrimination, the young participants concluded that
children should learn about different religions and that there should be
more places of worship for different religions, including multifaith centres.
On improving the environment, it was proposed that harsher fines for the
illegal extraction of water from boreholes should be introduced, as well as
solar canopies in parking places and vehicle charging stations. The group
also proposed a downward revision of the fee for charging electric vehicles
and that those who invest in an electric car between 2018 and 2020 be given
€100 monthly for three years to spend at such stations. A proposal aimed at
reducing traffic jams regarded grants for car-pooling employees. In the area of
youth and employment, the group proposed that students who achieve the
highest grades be provided with permanent job opportunities and that there
should be a policy that does not allow the employer or manager to contact
employees outside their working hours (the right to disconnect).

Young participants aged between 19 and 35 years discussed sexual and
reproductive health, decentralisation and devolution of Gozo and immigration
and humanitarian protection. Regarding Gozo, the group concluded that
there should be a holistic plan, especially for Marsalforn and Xlendi, which are being developed at a fast
rate to keep up with the touristic demand. They also called on Government to provide more teleworking
and remote-working initiatives so that Gozitans can work from Gozo. Turning to integration, the young
participants proposed that children born to migrants or refugees in Malta be given Maltese citizenship and
residency. They called for the development of organisations that promote migrants’ concerns so they can
take part in the political process, and that migrants and refugees who pay their social contribution and tax
receive a pension. In the field of reproductive health, the youths called for open consultation regarding
abortion, proposed that the film ‘The Silent Scream’ no longer be shown to 14 year olds and advocated for
the opening of a sperm bank.
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ATTIVITAJIET TAL-PARLAMENT (KONT.)

Seminar tal-ECPRD imlaqgqa’ fil-Kamra tad-Deputati

FI-14 u |-15 ta' Settembru |-Kamra tad-Deputati organizzat seminar taht il-kappa taé¢-Centru Ewropew ghar-
Ricerka u d-Dokumentazzjoni (ECPRD) li ttratta I-ICT fil-parlamenti. Is-seminar, li lagga’ 50 espert tal-IT minn
35 parlament mill-Istati Memobri tal-Kunsill tal-Ewropa, ittratta I-implikazzjonijiet tal-pressjonijiet bagitarji fuq
I-investiment fis-servizzi tal-ICT fil-Parlamenti, specifikament document management systems, common data
formats, it-tranzizzjoni ghal parlament digitali, u x-xandir ta' dibattiti parlamentari.

Fid-diskorts tal-ftuh I-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati |I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia tkellem dwar il-mixja tal-
Parlament mill-Palazz tal-Gran Mastri ghal bini gdid mibni apposta ghall-Parlament li jinsab fid-dahla tal-
belt kapitali, liema mixja ghenet lic-Cittadini biex japprezzaw ahjar id-distinzjoni bejn il-Parlament u |-ferghat
[-ohra tal-amministrazzjoni. L-Ispeaker sahaq li din il-mixja gabet maghha opportunitajiet godda, fosthom
il-possibbilta li jigu implimentati teknologiji godda tal-ICT, bhall-introduzzjoni ta' xandiriet diretti tas-seduti
parlamentari fug stazzjon tat-televizjoni dedikat ghal hekk. L-Ispeaker Farrugia tenna wkoll il-fehma tieghu
dwar I-importanza tal-kooperazzjoni interparlamentari.

Fl-indirizz tieghu, I-Iskrivan tal-Kamra Raymond Scicluna nnota li n-netwerk tal-ECPRD huwa sikwit is-sors
ewlieni ta’ informazzjoni dwar il-prattika u |-pro¢edura parlamentari ghall-Parlament Malti. Is-Sur Scicluna
tkellem dwar il-process amministrattiv li bih wiehed jippjana u jipprijoritizza l-introduzzjoni ta' teknologiji
godda sabiex jintlahqu l-aspettattivi dejjem akbar tal-Membri Parlamentari u |-pubbliku, fid-dawl tar-
restrizzjonijiet bagitariji.

Zjara mill-Kummissarji fl-Uffi¢¢ju tal-Ombudsman Parlamentari

L-Ombudsman Parlamentari is-Sur Anthony Mifsud lagqa’ lill-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati ma’ zewg
kummissarji godda waqt zjara fil-Parlament fid-19 ta’ Settembru. Prezenti waqt iz-zjara kien hemm il-Perit
Alan Saliba, li kien appuntat Kummissarju ghall-Ambjent u |-Ippjanar, is-Sur Charles Caruana Carabez, li kien
appuntat Kummissarju ghall-edukazzjoni u s-Sur Charles Messina, li t-terminu tieghu bhala Kummissarju
ghas-Sahha rega’ gie mgedded. L-Ispeaker, I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia, ferah lill-kummissarji ghall-hatra taghhom
u awguralhom kull success fix-xoghol taghhom.
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ECPRD Seminar hosted by the House of Representatives

On 14 and 15 September the House of Representatives hosted a seminar organised by the European Centre
for Research and Documentation (ECPRD) in the area of interest of ICT in Parliaments. The Seminar, bringing
together 50 IT experts from 35 parliamentary chambers from the Council of Europe Member States, focused
on the implications of budgetary pressures on investment in ICT services in Parliaments, dealing specifically
with document management systems and common data formats, the transition to a paperless parliament
and the broadcasting of parliamentary debates.

Opening the Seminar, Speaker of the House of Representatives Hon. Anglu Farrugia spoke about Parliament’s
move from the Grand Master’s Palace to a new purpose-built building at the entrance to the capital city,
which move has helped citizens to better appreciate the distinction between Parliament and the other
branches of the administration. This move, Speaker Farrugia said, also brought about new opportunities
notably the possibility of implementing new ICT-dependent technologies, such as the introduction of live
parliamentary broadcasts on a dedicated TV channel. Speaker Farrugia reiterated his strong belief in the
importance of inter-parliamentary cooperation.

In his address, Clerk of the House Mr Raymond Scicluna noted that the ECPRD network is often the primary
source of information on parliamentary practice and procedure for the Maltese Parliament. Mr Scicluna
spoke about the administrative process of planning and prioritising the introduction of new services to meet
the ever-growing expectations of MPs and the public in the light of budgetary constraints.
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Visit by Commissioners at the
Office of the Parliamentary Ombudsman

Parliamentary Ombudsman Mr Anthony Mifsud introduced two newly appointed commissioners to the
Speaker of the House of Representatives during a visit to the Parliament on 19 September. Present for
the visit were Perit Alan Saliba, who was appointed Commissioner for the Environment and Planning,
Mr Charles Caruana Carabez, who was appointed Commissioner for Education and Mr Charles Messina,
whose appointment as Commissioner for Health has been extended once more. Speaker Anglu Farrugia
congratulated the commissioners on their appointment and wished them success in their work.

—
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Konferenza annwali tal-MaltMUN

L-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati mexxa ¢-cerimonja tal-ghoti tal-premijijiet waqt il-konferenza annwali tas-
Socjeta Mudell tan-Nazzjonijiet Uniti (MaltMUN) li saret fil-Kamra tad-Deputati bejnil-15 u s-17 ta' Settembru
bit-tema "llI-Mewt tal-Fruntiera: Neliminaw il-Linji ta’ Demarkazzjoni bejn |-Istati".

L-Ispeaker Farrugia fahhar l-inizjattiva tas-Socjeta u |-impenn taghha bhala organizzazzjoni ewlenija i
tippromwovi |-partecipazzjoni u I-impenn ta’ professjonisti zghazagh. Huwa osserva li d-diskors dwar il-
fruntieri territorjali fil-Mediterran kien polarizzat, b’enfasi fuq is-sigurta u t-theddid terroristiku, u li dan jista’
jkun kunflingenti mal-principji tal-moviment hieles ta' persuni, servizzi u oggetti. Huwa kompla jispjega li
I-fruntieri kisbu dimensjoni spazjali li tmur lil hinn minn territorji fizici fissi, u li jirriflettu l-izviluppi socjali
u politici li mhumiex fissi. L-Ispeaker stagsa dwar kif il-professjonisti u I-membri parlamentari jistghu
jippromwovu t-tmiem tal-fruntiera minghajr ma jaffettwaw b'mod negattiv is-sigurta tal-pajjiz. L-Ispeaker
ikkonkluda li d-diplomazija parlamentari u |-kooperazzjoni regjonali fug kwistjonijiet ta’ interess komuni
jipprovdu pjattaforma perfetta biex tigi ppromossa I|-kooperazzjoni u I-ftehim reciproku bejn I-istati, li
mbaghad jippermettu li jkun hemm skambiji ekonomici, soc¢jali u ambjentali akbar bejn il-fruntieri.

ll-partecipanti indirizzaw is-suggett tal-fruntieri permezz tas-simulazzjoni tal-kumitati tan-Nazzjonijiet Uniti,
principalment il-Kunsill tas-Sigurta tan-Nazzjonijiet Uniti, ir-Raba’ Kumitat ghall-Kwistjonijiet Politici Specjali
u d-Dekolonizzazzjoni, I-Organizzazzjoni Dinjija tas-Sahha u |-Kunsill Ekonomiku u Finanzjarju.

B’'mod strategiku, il-MaltMUN identifikat I-importanza |i |-programmi taghhom ikollhom approcc
multidixxiplinarju li jhaddan fih bosta partijiet interessati u li ghalhekk il-programm tal-Konferenza integra
diversi elementi interrelatati marbuta direttament jew indirettament mal-fruntieri u mad-demarkazzjonijiet
territorjali.
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MaltMUN Annual Conference

The Speaker of the House of Representatives presided over the awards ceremony of the annual conference
of the Malta Model United Nations Society (MaltMUN) hosted by the House of Representatives between 15
and 17 September with the theme ‘Death of the Border: Eliminating Lines of Demarcation Between States’.

Speaker Farrugia welcomed the society’s initiative and commitment to be aleading organisation in promoting
greater participation and engagement by young professionals. He emphasised that the Mediterranean
region is currently experiencing a polarisation in the discourse surrounding territorial borders, with issues
pertaining to security and heightened terrorist threats conflicting with the principles of the free movement
of people, services and goods. He went on to explain that borders have now acquired a spatial dimension that
goes beyond physical territoriality, and therefore are more reflective of social and political developments
rather than being fixed. The Speaker asked how professionals and members of Parliament could promote
the death of the border, without negatively impinging on the security and personal safety of their nation
state. The Speaker concluded that Parliamentary diplomacy and regional cooperation on issues of common
concern provide the perfect platform to promote cooperation and mutual understanding across states and
ultimately enable increased economic, social, and environmental exchanges across borders.

Participants addressed the topic of borders through the simulation of UN committees, mainly the UN Security
Council, the Fourth Committee on Special Political and Decolonization, the World Health Organization, and
the Economic and Financial Council.

The MaltMUN Society strategically identified the importance and centrality of a multi-disciplinary and
multistakeholder approach integrating in their programme various inter-related elements directly or
indirectly linked to borders and territorial demarcations.
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ATTIVITAJIET TAL-PARLAMENT (KONT.)

Zjara mit-tfal ta’ Skola Sajf 2017

L-Ispeaker, I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia, iltaga’ mat-tfal li attendew Skola Sajf fi¢-centri ta’ H'Attard, il-Fgura u
San Pawl il-Bahar, flimkien mal-genituri u I-ghalliema taghhom, nhar it-18 ta’ Settembru. Fid-diskors
tieghu, |-Ispeaker acc¢ena ghar-rwol istituzzjonali tal-Parlament, fejn ir-rapprezentanti tal-poplu Malti,
eletti f’elezzjonijiet hielsa u demokratici, jipproponu ligijiet godda, jgharblu emendi ghal-ligijiet ezistenti,
japprovaw l-estimi finanzjarji tal-Istat u ta’ entitajiet pubblici, kif ukoll jezaminaw bir-reqga l-operat tal-
Gvern. B’referenza ghat-tfal ta’ Skola Sajf, |-Ispeaker fakkar li matul il-granet tas-sajf, dawn it-tfal ghazlu li
jqattghu parti mill-vaganzi taghhom l-iskola, fejn f’kuntest pjuttost informali ghamlu hbieb godda u tghallmu
affarijiet godda. L-Ispeaker sahaq dwar |-importanza tal-lehen tat-tfal tal-iskola, li huma kapaci jesprimu
ruhhom sew, jaghmlu proposti u suggerimenti bil-ghan li titjieb il-qaghda tas-soc¢jeta taghna. Huwa qal li
dan minnu nnifsu huwa servizz lil haddiehor, u li kull servizz li naghtu lis-so¢jeta ghandu jkun imnebbah mill-
virtujiet ta’ lealta u mhabba lejn haddiehor. Is-Segretarju Parlamentari ghaz-Zghazagh, Sport u Ghaqdiet
tal-Volontarjat [-Onor. Clifton Grima, is-Segretarju Parlamentari ghall-Fondi Ewropej u Djalogu Soc¢jali [-Onor.
Aaron Farrugia, I-Onor. Alex Muscat u I-Whip Parlamentari tal-Oppozizzjoni I-Onor. David Agius kienu prezenti
ghal-laggha u wiegbu mistogsijiet maghmula mit-tfal.

Il-Parlament jospita sessjoni tal-Fondazzjoni Nanniet Malta

Fid-29 ta’ Settembru I-Ispeaker |I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia ppresieda s-sessjoni tal-2017 tal-Parlament tan-
Nanniet, sessjoni specjali li fiha n-nanniet ikollhom l-opportunita li jiddibattu temi ta’ interess ghalihom mal-
Membri Parlamentari. Peress li din kienet ir-raba’ seduta tax-xorta taghha, id-diskussjoni ffukat fuq ix-xoghol
li twettaq fis-seduti ta’ gabel u I-mod li bih il-Fondazzjoni tista’ tkompli tizviluppa sabiex tkun ta’ beneficcju
ghas-socjeta. Fl-indirizz tieghu, |-Ispeaker fahhar ix-xoghol li I-Fondazzjoni Nanniet Malta taghmel fl-interess
tan-nanniet Maltin u Ghawdxin. Huwa fakkar li kienet grazzi ghall-inizjattiva tal-Fondazzjoni Nanniet Malta
li Malta ticcelebra |-gurnata ddedikata lin-nanniet fit-tieni Hadd ta’ Ottubru, u awgura li I-Gurnata tan-
Nanniet eventwalment tigi rikonoxxuta fl-Ewropa. L-Ispeaker sahaq li I-Fondazzjoni Nanniet Malta ghandha
s-sapport tal-Kamra tad-Deputati u rringrazzja lin-nanniet ghax-xoghol taghhom fit-trobbija ta’ uliedhom u
talli ged jghinu fit-trobbija tan-neputijiet. L-Ispeaker Farrugia kkonkluda li x-xoghol tal-genituri u n-nanniet,
li jsir b’armonija u mhabba sinciera, ihalli I-frott fl-ulied ghax jaghtihom il-hiliet necessarji biex jibnu I-hajja
taghhom.
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Visit by Skola Sajf 2017 children

Speaker Hon. Anglu Farrugia met children from Skola Sajf centres in Attard, Fgura and St Paul’s Bay, together
with their parents and teachers on 18 September. In his speech, the Speaker highlighted Parliament’s
institutional role, where representatives of the Maltese population, elected in free and democratic elections,
propose new laws, scrutinise amendments to existing laws, approve financial estimates for the State and
State entities, and closely examine Government operations. The Speaker highlighted the importance of
the voice of school children who can make proposals and suggestions for the improvement of our society.
He said that this, in itself, is a service to others and that every service given to society should be inspired
by the virtues of loyalty and love towards others. Parliamentary Secretary for Youth, Sport and Voluntary
Organisations Clifton Grima, Parliamentary Secretary for European Funds and Social Dialogue Aaron Farrugia,
as well as Opposition Whip Hon. David Agius and Hon. Alex Muscat were also present for this meeting and
answered questions put by the children.

Parliament hosts session of the Malta Grandparents’ Foundation

On29SeptemberSpeaker Anglu Farrugia presided overthe Grandparents’ Parliament, a special sitting wherein
grandparents debate with Members of Parliament. Since this was the fourth such sitting, discussions focused
on the work done in previous sessions and the way in which the Foundation can continue to develop for the
benefit of society. In his address, the Speaker praised the work that the Malta Grandparents’ Foundation
carries out in the interest of all Maltese and Gozitan grandparents. He recalled that it is thanks to an initiative
by the Malta Grandparents’ Foundation that Malta celebrates Grandparents’ Day on the second Sunday of
October, and augured that Grandparents’ Day will eventually be recognised across Europe. The Speaker
reiterated that the Malta Grandparents’ Foundation has the support of the House of Representatives and
thanked the grandparents for their work in bringing up their children and for helping in their grandchildren’s
upbringing. Speaker Farrugia concluded that parents’ and grandparents’ work, delivered through harmony
and sincere love, enables children to build a future.
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Wirja ‘Science in the House’

Fid-29 ta’ Settembru |-Ispeaker I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia fetah is-sitt edizzjoni tal-wirja ‘Science in the House’,
li ttellghet fil-bini tal-Parlament bhala parti minn ‘European Researchers’ Night/Science in the City’. II-
wirja kienet organizzata mill-Kamra Maltija tax-Xjenzati, il-University Research Trust (RIDT), u |-konsorzju
European Researchers’ Night - Science in the City, li wera forum tal-midja li turi r-ricerka xjentifika li twettqet
fl-Universita ta' Malta u istituzzjonijiet akkademici ohra f'Malta, u b’hekk halget opportunita ghal diskussjoni
ma' membri parlamentari. It-tema ta' din is-sena, 'Futur: Ir-Ricerka tal-lum; Is-Soéjeta ta' Ghada’, inkorporat
diversi suggetti inkluz il-fotovoltaj¢i, il-fibrozi cistika, il-genoma tal-Maltin, it-trattament ta' puplesija, il-
kampijiet elettromanijetici, siti arkeologici Maltin, il-geologija tal-blat, it-tiftix ghal ilma helu taht il-bahar, il-
fizika kwantistika, u I-bijokimika molekulari. Fl-indirizz tieghu |-Ispeaker iddeskriva I-wirja bhala tieqa ghal fuq
ir-ricerka u x-xoghol tal-akkademici Maltin. Huwa sahaq li I-wirja tista’ tigi meqjusa bhala rapport annwali tax-
xoghol li r-ricerkaturi jaghmlu f’Malta, u li r-rizultati tax-xoghol tar-ricerkaturi jinkoraggixxu aktar investiment
fir-ricerka, it-taghlim u I-innovazzjoni, b’hekk ir-ricerkaturi ghandhom jinghataw is-sapport sabiex jesploraw
I-ideat innovattivi taghhom, partikolarment meta I-ghan ahhari tar-ricerka hija li ttejjeb il-livell ta’ ghejxien
tan-nies. llI-Professur Joseph Cilia, f’isem ir-Rettur tal-Universita ta’ Malta, u |-Professur Alex Felice, Chairman
European Researchers’ Night/Science in the City Consortium kienu prezenti ghall-ftuh tal-wirja.

Dr Adrian Delia jiehu I-Gurament ta’ Lealta bhala Membru Parlamentari

Dr Adrian Delia ha I-gurament ta’ lealta bhala Membru Parlamentari fl-4 ta’ Ottubru. Dan kien possibbli wara
li s-Sur Jean Pierre Debono ceda s-siggu tieghu fis-7 distrett elettorali, li mtela ghal zmien gasir minn Dr Peter
Micallef, li kien elett f’elezzjoni kazwali fl-istess distrett. lI-Prim Ministru Joseph Muscat ipprezenta mozzjoni
sabiex Dr Delia jkun jista’ jigi co-opted fil-Parlament, liema mozzjoni kienet approvata b’mod unanimu mill-
Kamra. L-Onor. Delia rringrazzja lil bosta persuni, inkluz I-Ispeaker tal-Kamra, il-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni |I-Onor.
Simon Busulttil, lil Dr Peter Micallef, lis-Sur Jean Pierre Debono u lill-familja tieghu. Huwa wieghed li jservi lill-
poplu Malti u Ghawdxi. L-Onor. Muscat ferah lill-Onor. Delia ghall-hatra tieghu bhala Membru Parlamentari,
u esprima l-intenzjoni tieghu li jahdem mal-Oppozizzjoni ghall-gid tal-pajjiz.
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‘Science in the House’ Exhibition

On 29 September Speaker Anglu Farrugia opened the 6th edition of the exhibition Science in the House,
which was held in the Parliament building as part of European Researchers’ Night/Science in the City. The
exhibition was organised by the Malta Chamber of Scientists, the University Research Trust (RIDT), and the
European Researchers’ Night - Science in the City consortium, who exhibited a media forum showing scientific
research at the University of Malta and other academic institutions in Malta for discussion with Members
of Parliament. Within this year’s theme of ‘Future: Today’s Research; Tomorrow’s Society’, the exhibition
hosted various topics including photovoltaics, cystic fibrosis, the Maltese human genome, treatment of
stroke, electromagnetic fields, the archaeology of Maltese sites, the geology of rock formations, searching
for freshwater under the sea, quantum physics, and molecular biochemistry. In his address the Speaker
described this exhibition as a window to the research and work of Maltese academics and scholars. He stated
that the exhibition can also be seen as an annual report of the work that researchers carry out in Malta,
claiming that the output and outcomes of researchers’ work encourages further investment in research,
teaching and innovation, thus researchers should be supported to explore their innovative ideas, particularly
when the ultimate aim of such research is that of improving people’s standard of living. Professor Joseph
Cilia, Delegate of the University of Malta rector, and Professor Alex Felice, Chairman, European Researchers’
Night/Science in the City Consortium were present at the opening.

Dr Adrian Delia sworn in as Member of Parliament

Dr Adrian Delia was sworm in as Member of Parliament on 4 October. This came about after Mr Jean Pierre
Debono resigned his seat for the 7th district, which was briefly taken up by Dr Peter Micallef, who was
elected through a casual election. Prime Minister Joseph Muscat presented the motion for Delia to be co-
opted into Parliament, which motion was unanimously approved by the House. Hon. Delia thanked a number
of people, including the Speaker of the House, Opposition Leader Simon Busuttil, Dr Peter Micallef, Mr Jean
Pierre Debono and his family. He pledged to serve the Maltese and Gozitan people. Dr Muscat congratulated
Dr Delia on his co-option to Parliament, and expressed his intention to work together with the Opposition
for the benefit of the country.
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Zjara ta’ Kortesija lill-President tal-Botswana

L-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia zar lill-President tal-Botswana, |-ET Seretse Khama
lan Khama, fit-2 ta’ Ottubru waqt li dan kien fuq zjara statali f’"Malta. 1z-zewg dinjitarji fakkru r-relazzjonijiet
bilaterali bejn Malta u |-Botswana, li gew stabbiliti f-2005. Dawn ir-relazzjonijiet gew imsahha permezz ta’
numru ta’ zjarat ta’ livell gholi, bhaz-zjara mill-ufficjal tal-gvern tal-Botswana fl-2014; iz-zjara tal-Prim Ministru
Joseph Muscat fil-Botswana fl-2015, meta ppartecipa fis-Summit tal-Commonwealth dwar il-Gvern Lokali, u
z-zjara tal-President tal-Botswana li kien Malta biex jippartecipa fic-CHOGM. Iz-zewg dinjitarji emfasizzaw
l-importanza li I-membri taz-zewg parlamenti jzommu kuntatt permezz ta’ fora internazzjonali, bhall-
Assocjazzjoni Parlamentari tal-Commonwealth u |-Unjoni Inter-Parlamentari, u awguraw li r-relazzjonijiet
diplomati¢i bejn iz-zewg pajjizi jwittu t-trig sabiex jigu stabbiliti relazzjonijiet kummer¢jali. Gew diskussi wkoll
iir-relazzjonijiet bejn il-Commonwealth u I-Unjoni Ewropea b’referenza specifika ghall-Ftehim ta’ Cotonou. II-
President tal-Botswana kien akkumpanjat minn Dr Pelonomi Vension Moitoi, Ministru ghall-Affarijiet Barranin
u |-Koperazzjoni, Kitso Mokaila, Ministru tat-Trasport u I-komunikazzjoni, Thapelo Olopeng, Ministru ghaz-
Zghazagh, Sport u Zvilupp Kulturali, u Roy Blackbeard, Kummissarju Gholi ghar-Repubblika tal-Botswana ghal
Malta.

Notte Bianca 2017

Il-kamra tad-Deputati fethet il-bibien taghha lill-pubbliku ghal darb’ohra waqt in-Notte Bianca, li din is-
sena saret fit-8 ta’ Ottubru. F’din is-serata |-pubbliku kellu I-opportunita li jzur il-bini tal-Parlament, li jircievi
informazzjoni dwar ir-rwol u I-proceduri Parlamentari, kif ukoll li jiltaga’ mal-Ispeaker I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia
u bosta Membri Parlamentari. [I-Whip tal-Gvern I-Onor. Byron Camilleri, il-Whip tal-Oppozizzjoni |-Onor.
David Agius u diversi Membri Parlamentari miz-zewg nahat tal-Kamra lagghu lill-membri tal-pubbliku fil-
bini tal-Parlament. F’indirizz qasir I-Ispeaker Farrugia rrefera ghad-dedikazzjoni li -Membri Parlamentari juru
fix-xoghol taghhom bhala rapprezentanti tal-kostitwenti, liema dedikazzjoni hija evidenti mill-Mistogsijiet
Parlamentari, li jservu ta’ ghodda li biha jigi skrutinizzat |-Ezekuttiv. Huwa fakkar li I-pubbliku kien mistieden
ghall-wirjiet varji li jittellghu fil-blokk tal-amministrazzjoni tal-Parlament matul is-sena, liema wirjiet huma
kemm ir-rizultat u r-riflessjoni tar-relazzjoni bejn il-Parlament u s-socjeta civili.
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Laggha ta’ Strategija tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar tas-CPA

L-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati u President tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar tal-Assocjazzoni
Parlamentari tal-Commonwealth (CPA), I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia, ospita Laggha ta’ Strategija
tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar (Small Branches) tas-CPA fil-Belt Valletta fid-19 u I-20 ta’ Ottubru, li
laggghet flimkien rapprezentanti tad-disa’ regjuni tas-CPA sabiex jistabbilixxu Mission
Statement ghall-Ferghat iz-Zghar tas-CPA, u abbozz ta’ Strategija ghall-perjodu 2018-2019.

Fl-indirizz tal-ftuh tieghu, I-Ispeaker Farrugia fakkar li -Commonwealth kienet |-ewwel
organizzazzjoni li rrikonoxxiet il-parlamenti ta’ ferghat zghar u tathom spazju adegwat
f’forum internazzjonali, partikolarment permezz tal-Konferenza Annwali tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar
li tnediet fI-1981 ghall-membri tal-Commonwealth b’popolazzjoni ta’ ingas minn 250,000
persuna. lllum, il-Ferghat iz-Zghar tas-CPA jigbru 43 membru li ghandhom popolazzjoni ta’
ingas minn 500,000 persuna. Ir-rwol tal-President tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar tas-CPA, li gie stabbilit
ghall-ewwel darba f’'Dicembru 2016, jirrifletti I-impenn tas-CPA sabiex jissahhah in-netwerk
tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar, bl-ghotja ta’ vuci b’sahhitha fl-Asso¢jazzjoni tal-Commonwealth u
I-kumitati kollha taghha. ll-Konferenza tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar tigi organizzata fil-margini tal-
Konferenza Annwali tas-CPA fejn parlamenti zghar ikunu jistghu jiddiskutu temi li huma
relevanti ghalihom ma’ parlamenti akbar, u b’hekk parlamenti zghar jinghataw vuci dags
ta’ pajjizi akbar. L-Onor. Farrugia gal li I-izvilupp sostenibbli jista’ jintlahaq jekk pajjiz jibni
istituzzjonijiet u processi demokrati¢i b’sahhithom, izda din hija aktar difficli ghal pajjizi zghar
minhhabba ¢-¢okon taghhom. Huwa spjega li I-Pjan Stretegiku tal-Ferghat iz-
Zghar ghall-2018-2019 jipprovdi lill-ferghat iz-zghar opportunita li jizviluppaw
[-objettivi taghhom fi hdan il-pjan strategiku tas-CPA. Permezz ta’ hekk il-ferghat
iz-zghar ikollhom l-opportunita li jippartec¢ipaw b’mod aktar b’sahhtu permezz
ta’ pozizzjoni komuni u vuci wahda fil-lagghat tas-CPA, li jistabbilixxu I-agenda
tal-lagghat, u jir¢ievu finanzjament li jippermettilhom li jiltagghu u jwettqu
attivitajiet li jsahhu |-kapacitajiet taghhom.

Id-delegati gablu li I-abbozz tal-Pjan Strategiku ghandu jiffoka fuq il-bzonnijiet
kollettivi li I-Ferghat Zghar esprimew fi stharrig imwettaq mis-Segretarjat tas-
CPA, li huma I-bidla fil-klima, l-izvilupp ekonomiku sostenibbli, I-involviment
taz-zghazagh fil-process politiku u t-tahrig ghall-membri parlamentari godda.
Dwar l-istruttura tal-Ferghat Zghar fi hidan is-CPA, il-membri gablu li ghandu
jkun hemm kumitat ta' tmexxija, maghmul mill-President u membru minn kull
regjun, fejn kull membru ghandu jippromwovi I-pjan strategiku fir-regjun li
jirraprezenta, kif ukoll jappoggja I-presidenza fix-xoghol taghha.

L-abbozz tal-pjan Strategiku gie pprezentat lill-membri tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar waqt
il-Konferenza tas-CPA fil-Bangladexx f’"Novembru, u issa ghandu jigi pprezentat
lill-Kkumitat Ezekuttiv ghall-approvazzjoni finali.
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CPA Small Branches Strategy Meeting

Speaker of the House of Representatives and Chair to the CPA Small Branches, Hon. Anglu
Farrugia, hosted the CPA Small Branches Strategy meeting in Valletta on 19 and 20 October.
This meeting brought together representatives from the nine regions of the CPA to establish
a Mission Statement for the CPA Small Branches and to compile a draft Strategy for the
® period 2018-20109.

Bin his welcome address, Speaker Farrugia recalled that the Commonwealth was the
first organisation to give parliaments of small branches adequate recognition and space
in an international forum, notably through its annual small branches conference which
commenced in 1981 for Commonwealth members with populations of less than 250,000
® persons. Today, the CPA Small Branches has 43 members whose population is up to 500,000
people. The role of the Small Branches Chairperson, which was established in December
2016, reflects the CPA’'s commitment to strengthening the small branches network within
the CPA by giving small branches a very strong voice within the wider Commonwealth
Association and all its committees. The Small Branches Conference is held in the margins of
the CPA annual conference to enable small branches to discuss matters of relevance to them
with larger branches, giving small branches a voice and rights equivalent to those of larger
branches. He stated that a country which inspires confidence through robust democratic
institutions and processes is more likely to reach sustainable development, yet democratic
institutions are more costly to develop and maintain in small countries because
d of their size and resources. Speaker Farrugia explained that the Small Branches
Strategic Plan 2018-2019 provides small branches with the opportunity to
develop their own objectives within the overall strategic plan of the CPA. This
will enable small branches to have a position and space in regional meetings,
participate more strongly in CPA meetings, set the agenda for meetings, and
receive a budget which will allow them to meet and undertake activities to
increase their capacities.

Delegates agreed that the draft Strategic Plan should focus on the collective
needs expressed by small branches in a survey carried out by the CPA Secretariat,
these being climate change, reaching economic growth in a sustainable manner,
engaging young people in the political process and training newly-elected
parliamentarians. Discussing the structure of the small branches within the
CPA, members agreed that there be a Steering Committee, composed of the
Chair and one member from each region. Steering Committee members will
champion the strategic plan within their region and support the chair.

The draft Strategic Plan was to be presented to the members of the Small
Branches during the Small Branches Conference in Bangladesh in November,
and, should support be forthcoming, it will subsequently be presented to the
CPA Executive Committee for full approval.
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Laggha tal-FP-AP

II-Kamra tad-Deputati ospitat laggha tal-Assocjazzjoni Ewropea tal-Membri Anzjani tal-Istati Membri tal-
Kunsill tal-Ewropa (FP-AP) fil-binja tal-Parlament bejn nhar it-3 ta’ Novembru. |I-Bureau tal-FP-AP adotta
ukoll stqarrija li kkundannat I-assassinju tal-gurnalista Maltija Daphne Caruana Galizia.

Is-seminar laqqa’ flimkien membri parlamentari anzjani minn parlamenti ta’ pajjizi Ewropej, rapprezentanti
ta' ghaqdiet volontarji Maltin li jahdmu fil-qasam tal-migrazzjoni u esperti mill-kummissjoni Gholja tan-
Nazzjonijiet Uniti ghar-Refugjati, biex jiddiskutu t-tema ta’ statelessness fid-dawl tal-migrazzjoni tal-massa.
Fid-diskors tal-ftuh,id-Deputy SpeakerI-Onor. Claudette Buttigieg qalet limetawiehed majkolluxnazzjonalita,
dan bhal "ikun fil-limbu". L-Onor. Buttigieg iddikjarat li minkejja |-konvenzjonijiet tal-
1954 u 1-1961, li stabbilixxew standards minimi ghal persuni minghajr nazzjonalita,
bhad-dritt ghal identita, edukazzjoni, impjieg u akkomodazzjoni, filwaqt li ppruvaw
jipprevjenu u jnaqgsu l-istatelessness, partikolarment fit-tfal, illum il-gurnata ghadha
titwieled tarbija minghajr nazzjonalita kull ghaxar minuti. Persuni minghajr stat
ihabbtu wicchom ma’ problemi li jinkludu restrizzjoni tal-moviment, diffikultajiet
sabiex jaccessaw |-edukazzjoni, il-kura tas-sahha u impjieg, drittijiet limitati ghall-
pensjoni jew benefi¢éji soc¢jali ohra, sfidi biex izommu kont bankarju u nuggas ta'
dokumentazzjoni uffi¢jali, ghalhekk persuni bla nazzjonalita u I-familji taghhom
generalment igibu maghhom faqar, marginalizzazzjoni, abbuz u sfruttament. Fil-
konkluzjoni taghha, |I-Onor. Buttigieg hegget lill-parlamentari jikkunsidraw bidliet fil-
legizlazzjoni u |-politika sabiex jickien in-numru ta’ persuni minghajr nazzjonalita u 4
jittaffew Il-isfidi li nuqqas ta’ nazzjonalita ggib maghha.

Is-Seminar intemm bl-adozzjoni ta’ dikjarazzjoni li sejhet ghal azzjoni koncertata
pozittiva b’vizjoni li jkunu protetti persuni bla nazzjonalita, partikolarment it-tfal. Id-
dikjarazzjonihegget lill-Istati Ewropej biex jiehu azzjonijiet konkreti u koordinati sabiex
jigu mnaqgsa I-konsegwenzi negattivi tal-migrazzjoni tal-massa mhux ikkontrollata,
u inkoraggiet lill-Istati Membri tal-Kunsill tal-Ewropa li ghadhom ma rratifikawx il-
Konvenzjoni dwar I-Istatus ta' Persuni minghajr Nazzjonalita tal-1954 u dik tal-1961 biex jaghmlu dan.
Barra minn hekk, id-dikjarazzjoni talbet lill-pajjizi biex jidentifikaw il-persuni minghajr nazzjonalita li jghixu
fit-territorju taghhom u biex jistabbilixxu proc¢eduri ghar-registrazzjoni civili u certifikati tat-twelid sabiex
jipprevjenu n-nuqggas ta' nazzjonalita kkmm mat-twelid u aktar tard fil-hajja, kif ukoll biex jaghtu aécess
ghall-edukazzjoni u I|-kura tas-sahha fuq bazi umanitarja lil dawk li m’ghandhomx nazzjonalita. Barra
minn hekk, id-dikjarazzjoni tirrakkomanda t-tfassil tal-politika bbazata fuq |-evidenza u li tigi zviluppata
b'konsultazzjoni mal-partijiet interessati kif ukoll theggeg lill-istituzzjonijiet tal-Unjoni Ewropea, il-Kunsill
tal-Ewropa u I-OSCE sabiex isahhu I-isforzi taghhom sabiex ma jkunx hemm aktar persuni fir-regjun li jkunu
bla nazzjonalita.
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Meeting of the FP-AP

TheHouseofRepresentativeshostedaSeminaroftheEuropeanAssociationof FormerMembersofParliamentof
the member-states of the Council of Europe (FP-AP) in the parliamentary chamberon 3 November. The Bureau
oftheFP-APalsoissuedstatementcondemningtheassassinationof MaltesejournalistDaphne CaruanaGalizia.

The Seminar, brought together former members of parliaments from European countries, representatives
of Maltese voluntary organisations working in the field of migration and experts from the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees, to discuss the theme of statelessness in the light of mass
migration. Opening the Seminar, Deputy Speaker Hon. Claudette Buttigieg likened statelessness to
‘being in limbo’ claiming that despite the Conventions of 1954 and 1961, which
established minimum standards for stateless persons, such as the right to identity,
education, employment and housing, while attempting to prevent and reduce
statelessness, particularly by providing for the nationality of children, still today,
a child is born stateless every ten minutes. Stateless persons face problems
including restriction of movement, difficulty to access education, healthcare and
employment, limited rights to a pension or other social benefits, challenges to
hold a bank account and lack of official documentation, therefore statelessness
~ often condemns its victims and their families to poverty, marginalisation, abuse
and exploitation. Concluding, Hon. Buttigieg augured that parliamentarians will
consider changes to legislation and policy to reduce statelessness and its challenges.

The Seminar ended with the adoption of a declaration calling for concerted positive
action with a view to protect persons, especially children, who are stateless. The
declaration urges European States to act in unison to limit the negative consequences
of uncontrolled mass migration through resolute action and encourages Member
States of the Council of Europe that have not yet ratified the Convention relating
to the Status of Stateless Persons of 1954 and that of 1961 to do so. Furthermore,
the declaration calls on States to ensure that Stateless persons on their territory
are identified as such and arrange procedures for the civil registration and birth certificates and to
prevent statelessness at birth or later in life, as well as to grant access to education and health care on a
humanitarian basis to those who remain stateless. Moreover, the declaration advocates for evidence-based
policy-making developed in consultation with stakeholders and urges the institutions of the European
Union, the Council of Europe and the OSCE to strengthen their efforts to end statelessness in the region.
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Tnedija tal-ktieb: Disa krizijiet fil-Parlament

Fil-11 ta’ Novembru I-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, [-Onor. Anglu Farrugia, ippresieda t-tnedija tal-ktieb
Disa krizijiet fil-Parlament, miktub minn Dr Tonio Borg, ex-Kummissarju Ewropew u ex-Ministru.

Fid-diskors tal-ftuh tieghu, I-Ispeaker Farrugia qal li I-ktieb joffrianalizi tal-istorja tad-demokrazija parlamentari
f’"Malta mill-1921 sal-lum. Fug medda ta’ 96 sena, Malta ghaddiet minn diversi bidliet sostanzjali, li hallew
impatt fug in-nazzjon u l-poplu Malti. Huwa fakkar fl-incertezza u I|-biza’ kull darba li ¢-cittadini Maltin
u Ghawdxin kellhom jiehdu decizjonijiet importanti, inkluz dik dwar I-Indipendenza ta’ Malta f’1969, il-
proklama ta’ Malta bhala Repubblika fl-1974, I-gheluq tal-bazi militari f’Malta f-1979, u d-dhul ta’ Malta
fl-Unjoni Ewropea fI-2004. Dawn I-avvenimenti ghandhom jghinu lill-pubbliku japprezza aktar I-importanza
tad-demokrazija parlamentari u d-drittijiet kostituzjonali. Dr Tonio Borg u I|-Prof. Joe Pirotta tkellmu wkoll
f’din I-okkazjoni.

Zjara fl-Ufficcju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika

L-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati ghamel zjara uffi¢jali fl-Ufficéju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika (NAO) fit-13 ta’
Novembru. Huwa kien milqugh mill-Awditur Generali s-Sur Charles Deguara u d-deputat Awditur Generali s-Sur
Noel Camilleri. F’laggha mal-uffi¢jali gholja tal-NAO, |-Ispeaker Farrugia ssottolinea I-valuri fundamentali tat-
trasparenza u |-kontabilita, li huma I-gofol tad-demokrazija. Huwa inkoraggixxa lill-impjegati tal-Uffic¢ju sabiex
jagdu dmirijiethom minghajr biza’, u fakkar li waqt li I-politici ghandhom terminu temporanju, ir-rapporti
ppubblikati mill-Uffi¢¢ju tal-Awditur jibgghu ghal dejjem. Din iz-zjara kienet parti mill-programm ta’ attivitajiet
organizzat mill-Uffi¢¢ju tal-Awdiur f’gheluq |-20 sena minn mindu twaqqaf. Emenda f’artiklu 108 tal-Kostituzzjoni
ta’ Malta u d-dhul fis-sehh tal-Att tal-1977 dwar I-Awditur Generali u I-Uffi¢¢ju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika, ittrasformaw
dipartiment tal-Gvern fil-Ministeru tal-Finanzi f'ufficcju tal-verifika indipendenti u awtonomu, kif huwa necessarju
f’kull stat demokratiku modern. Bidla ohra li gabu maghhom dawn |-emendi hija li ghamlu I-Awditur Generali u
d-Deputat Awditur Generali Uffi¢jali tal-Parlament. L-Awditur Generali gal li huwa kburi jghid li fid-disa’ snin
ta’ servizz tieghu fl-Uffic¢ju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika, kull amministrazzjoni rrispettat l-awtonomija tal-Ufficcju
Nazzjonali tal-Verifika. B’hekk I-impjegati tal-Ufficcju ghandhom ihossu d-dmir li jizguraw li xogholhom ikun
dejjem ibbazat fuq il-principji fundamentali tal-integrita, gustizzja u professjonalita, u li jilhqu I-objettiv ewlieni
tal-Uffic¢ju Nazzjonali tal-Verifika, jigifieri li jintlahqu livelli oghla ta’ governanza tajba fis-Servizz Pubbliku, liema
objettiv huwa fl-interess tac-cittadini.
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Book launch: Disa krizijiet fil-Parlament

On 11 November Speaker of the House of Representatives, Hon. Anglu Farrugia, presided over the launch of
the book Disa krizijiet fil-Parlament (Nine crises in Parliament), authored by Dr Tonio Borg, former European
Commissioner and former Minister. In his opening address, Speaker Farrugia stated that this book offers
an analysis of the history of Malta’s parliamentary democracy from 1921 to date. During this 96 year span,
Malta has gone through significant changes, which have left their mark on the Maltese nation and people.
He recalled that uncertainty and fear were present each time Maltese and Gozitan citizens were called to
take important decisions, including regarding Malta’s independence in 1969, the proclamation of Malta as a
Republicin 1974, the closure of the military bases in Malta in 1979, and Malta’s entry into the European Union
in 2004. However, these instances should help the public better appreciate the importance of parliamentary
democracy and constitutional rights. Dr Tonio Borg and Prof. Joe Pirotta also addressed the audience.

Visit to the National Audit Office

The Speaker of the House of Representatives paid an official visit to the National Audit Office (NAO) on
13 November. He was welcomed by Auditor General Mr Charles Deguara and Deputy Auditor General Mr
Noel Camilleri. When speaking with the NAQ’s senior management team, Speaker Farrugia highlighted the
fundamental values of transparency and accountability, which values are the cornerstone of democracy. He
encouraged NAO employees to carry out their work fearlessly, and recalled that while politicians come and go,
published NAO reports remain. This visit formed part of the programme of activities organised by the NAO to
commemorate 20 years since its establishment. By means of legal amendments, namely to article 108 of the
Constitution of Malta as well as the enactment of the Auditor General and National Audit Office Act of 1997,
thethen Government department within the Ministry of Finance was transformed into a fully autonomous and
independent national audit office, as is necessary in every respectable modern and democratic state. Through
such legal amendments both the Auditor General as well as the Deputy Auditor General became Officers of
Parliament. The Auditor General said that he was proud to confirm that throughout his nine years of service
within the National Audit Office, each administration had respected the NAQ’s full autonomy. Consequently,
all NAO employees should feel duty-bound to ensure that their work is always and solely based on the
fundamental principles of integrity, justice and professionalism, and that the principal objective of the NAO’s
work is to lead to higher levels of good governance in the public service, in the best interest of the citizens.
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Konferenza dwar il-Migrazzjoni fil-Mediterran

II-Kamra tad-Deputati ta’ Malta organizzat Konferenza dwar il-Migrazzjoni fil-Mediterran fil-Belt Valletta bejn is-16 u
s-17 ta’ Novembru, f’kollaborazzjoni mal-Unjoni Inter-Parlamentari (IPU), u I-Assemblea Parlamentari tal-Mediterran
(PAM). Din il-konferenza laggghet flimkien parlamentari u esperti minn pajjizi madwar id-dinja sabiex jiddiskutu
t-tema ‘Nippromwovu kooperazzjoni regjonali ahjar ghall-migrazzjoni fil-Mediterran li hija smart u umanitarja’. Fid-
diskors tal-ftuh tieghu, I-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati [-Onor. Anglu Farrugia tkellem dwar l-istorja u I-impatt li
I-migrazzjoni kellha fuq l-arcipelago Malti. Huwa spjega li waqt li Malta esperjenzat ezitu tac-cittadini taghha fis-sekli
19 u 20, illum Malta tospita bosta immigranti. Dawn iz-zewg tendenzi gabu maghhom bidliet bla precedent ghad-
demografija ta’ Malta u ffurmat ir-relazzjoni bejn Malta, il-pajjizi li jospitaw id-djaspora Maltija, u I-pajjizi ta’ origini
tal-immigranti li jghixu Malta. L-Ispeaker Farrugia rrikonoxxa li I-UE ricentement ziedet |-isforzi taghha mmirati sabiex
il-fenomenu tal-migrazzjoni jigi indirizzat mill-aspett politiku, umanitarju u ta’ sigurta, waqt li Imenta li ghal bosta snin
il-pajjizi fin-nofsinhar tal-Ewropa ma nghatawx sapport mill-UE sabiex jindirizzaw il-krizi tal-azil. Huwa qal li -azzjoni
tal-UE hija ¢centrata fuqg erba’ R: Rilokazzjoni, Risistemazzjoni, Ritorn u Riammissjoni. B’hekk il-koperazzjoni, id-djalogu
u |-ftehim bejn il-pajjizi ta’ origini u |-pajjizi tranzitorji huma fundamentali sabiex jigi zgurat li I-Bahar Mediterran ma
jsirx nassa fatali ghall-immigranti. L-Onor. Farrugia fakkar fil-Valletta Summit dwar il-migrazzjoni tal-2015, li laggghet
il-kapijiet ta’ stati Ewropej u Afrikani, u |-follow-up taghha li saret fil-Belt Valletta fit-8 u d-9 ta’ Frar 2017, u emfasizza
r-rwol tad-diplomazija parlamentari sabiex jigu ndirizzati kwistjonijiet globali bhall-migrazzjoni.

Id-delegazzjoni Maltija tal-Assemblea Parlamentari tal-Mediterran (PAM) immexxija mill-Onor. Justyne Caruana,
u li tinkludi lill-Onor. Glenn Bedingfield, I-Onor. Etienne Grech, u |-Onor. David Stellini, ippartecipat fil-konferenza.
L-Onor. Caruana emfasizzat li kienu diversi |-okkazjonijiet li fihom Malta sejhet lill-istati Ewropej, organizzazzjonijiet u
istituzzjonijiet internazzjonali sabiex jimplimentaw djalogu inklussiv u ugwali ma’ pajjizi girien u pajjizi fin-nofsinhar
tal-Ewropa. Hija spjegat |li Malta dejjem sahget fuq il-htiega li jigu indirizzati I-kawzi ewlenin tal-migrazzjoni u li
jsir djalogu kontinwu u sostnut mal-atturi principali. L-Onor. Caruana sostniet |li Malta ser tkompli taghti prijorita
lid-dimensjoni Mediterranja sabiex tkompli tinsisti fuq il-fehma li s-sigurta fl-Ewropa tiddependi fuq is-sigurta fil-
Mediterran. Fit-tieni jum tal-konferenza d-diskussjoni ffukat fuq il-bzonn li I-fruntieri jigu msahha, fuq il-glieda
kontra t-traffikanti tal-bnedmin, u r-ragunijiet li jinkoraggixxu I-persuni biex jitilgu minn pajjizhom, partikolarment
l-importanza li tinghata promozzjoni lill-izvilupp sostenibbli fil-pajjizi ta’ origini. L-Onor. Etienne Grech spjega li Malta
ilha tippromwovi I-koperazzjoni parlamentari fir-rigward tal-kontroll u I-glieda kontra t-traffikanti tal-bnedmin. Fil-
fatt, il-Parlament Malti mexxa s-LVII Konferenza tal-Kumitati Parlamentari ghall-Affarijiet Ewropej (COSAC) f'Mejju,
bhala parti mid-Dimensjoni Parlamentari tal-Presidenza Maltija tal-Kunsill tal-Unjoni Ewropea, li fiha s-sessjoni dwar
il-migrazzjoni indirizzat il-bzonn li nikkombattu t-traffikar tal-bnedmin u l-importanza li jigu stabbiliti politiki umani u
effettivi ghar-ritorn u r-riammissjoni. L-Onor. Grech emfasizza li I-ezitu tal-konferenza indika I-bzonn li jinfethu u jigu
promossi toroq legali ta’ migrazzjoni, li jikkontribwixxu sabiex jigu mkissra n-netwerks tat-traffikanti u jigi zgurat li
I-migrazzjoni hija gestita b’mod uman u sostenibbli.

L-Onor. Glenn Bedingfield laga’ I-opportunita li jindirizza t-tema tal-migrazzjoni izda wissa li I-istatistika m’ghandhiex
tnissina mill-fatt li -migrazzjoni tirrigwarda d-disprament li jhossu l-irgiel, in-nisa u t-tfal. Dwar is-sitwazzjoni fil-Libja,
L-Onor. Bedingfield esprima d-dizappunt tieghu li r-rapporti ta’ abbuzi u I-'kummer¢ b'sahhtu tal-iskjavi migranti’ la
nghataw prominenza fil-midja u langas ganqglu azzjoni internazzjonali. Huwa spjega li I-parlamenti ma jistghux jibqghu
passiviizda ghandhom bzonn li jaghmlu pressjoni fuq il-gvernijiet rispettivi taghhom sabiex jizguraw li jiddahhlu mizuri
li jiggieldu lit-traffikanti tal-migrazzjoni b’success u li jippromwovu input politiku fid-diskussjonijiet dwar il-migrazzjoni,
liema diskussjonijiet ghandhom juru kompassjoni lejn il-migranti. L-Onor. Bedingfield ikkonkluda billi sostna li Malta
ser tkompli tkun vuci ewlenija f’diskussjonijiet dwar il-migrazzjoni li jkunu kontinwi, komprensivi u kompassjonanti,
u li kull pajjiz ghandu jhoss li ghandu jkun parti mid-dibattitu dwar il-migrazzjoni u I-glieda kontra t-traffikanti tal-
bnedmin, kemm fil-Bahar Mediterran u lil hinn.
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Conference on Migration across the Mediterranean

The Maltese House of Representatives organised the Conference on Migration across the Mediterranean in Valletta
between 16 and 17 November, in collaboration with the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), and the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM). This conference brought together parliamentarians and experts hailing from
countries across the world to discuss ‘Promoting better regional cooperation towards smart and humane migration
across the Mediterranean’. Opening the conference, Speaker of the House of Representatives Hon. Anglu Farrugia
spoke of the history and impact of migration on the Maltese archipelago. He explained that while in the 19th and
20th centuries Malta experienced an outward flow of its citizens, Malta was today host to many immigrants. Both
these trends brought unprecedented changes to Malta’s demographics and shaped the relationship between Malta,
countries which host the Maltese diaspora and countries of origin of immigrants to Malta. Hon. Farrugia acknowledged
the recent increased effort with which the EU aimed to address the issue of migration from a political, humanitarian
and security aspect, while lamenting that southern European states had been left unsupported to tackle the asylum
crisis for far too long. He stated that the 4 R’s: Relocation, Resettlement, Return and Readmission, represent the core
of European action, and, therefore, cooperation, dialogue and mutual understanding with countries of origin and
transit countries are key to ensure the Mediterranean Sea does not become a deadly trap for migrants. Recalling the
2015 Valletta Summit on Migration, which brought together European and African Heads of State, and its follow-
up which took place in Valletta on 8 and 9 February 2017, Speaker Farrugia highlighted the role of parliamentary
diplomacy in tackling global issues such as migration.

The Maltese delegation to the headed by Hon. Justyne Caruana, and comprising Hon. Glenn Bedingfield, Hon. Etienne
Grech, and Hon. David Stellini, participated in the conference. Hon. Caruana highlighted that Malta has, on numerous
occasions, called on European states, international bodies, and institutions to implement an inclusive and equal
dialogue with neighbouring and southern states. She explained that Malta was instrumental in highlighting the root
causes of migration and the need for sustained and continuous dialogue with key actors. Hon. Caruana reiterated that
Malta will continue to give the Mediterranean dimension top priority to reaffirm the long-standing belief that there
can be no security in Europe if there is no security in the Mediterranean. On the second day of the conference, the
discussion focused on the need to bolster border protection, the fight against people smugglers, and ‘push’ factors
of migration, notably the importance of promoting sustainable development in countries of origin. Hon. Etienne
Grech explained that Malta has been actively contributing to the promotion of parliamentary cooperation in the
discussion on border control and the fight against migrant smugglers. In fact, the Maltese Parliament chaired the LVII
Conference of Parliamentary Committees for Union Affairs of Parliaments of the European Union (COSAC) in May, as
part of the Parliamentary Dimension of Malta’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union, wherein the session
on migration addressed the need to combat human smuggling and trafficking and the importance of establishing a
humane and effective return and readmission policy. Hon. Grech highlighted that the outcome of the conference
pointed towards the need to open and promote legal channels of migration, acting as a direct contribution to disrupt
the smugglers network and ensure migration is managed in a humane and sustainable manner.

Hon. Glenn Bedingfield welcomed the opportunity to address the topic of migration but cautioned against letting
statistical numbers overshadow the fact that migration regards human beings and the desperate plea of men, women
and children. Speaking on the situation in Libya, Glenn Bedingfield expressed disdain at the lack of media coverage and
international action toreports of abuses and the ‘thriving migrant slave trade’. He explained that remaining passive is not
an option and that parliaments must place greater pressure on their respective governments to ensure that measures
are put in place to successfully fight migrant smugglers and promote greater political input into the discussions on
migration, discussions which should show compassion towards migrants. In conclusion, Hon. Bedingfield reiterated
that Malta will continue to be a leading voice for continuous, comprehensive, and compassionate discussions on
migration, and that every country needs to feel part of the migration debate and the fight against migrant smugglers
in the Mediterranean Sea and beyond.
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Tetra ghall-Istrina

Ghat-tieni sena konsekuttiva, fil-21 ta’ Novembru I-Parlament ta’ Malta ha sehem fl-inizjattiva ambjentali
Tetra ghall-Istrina, flimkien ma’ GREEN MT. Din is-sena I-GREEN MT intrabtu li jaghtu €60 lill-Istrina ghal
kull tunnellata ta’ kartun tal-halib migbura ghar-riciklagg bejn it-18 u s-26 ta’ Novembru. Fid-diskors tieghu
f’'din I-okkazjoni, I-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia spjega li ghal darb’ohra I-oghla istituzzjoni tal-pajjiz kienet ged
tippartecipa f’'din l-inizjattiva, li kellha r-rwol doppju li tghin lill-ambjent filwaqt li tigbor il-fondi ghall-
Community Chest Fund. L-Onor. Clayton Bartolo u I-Onor. Frederick Azzopardi kienu prezenti ghal din
[-okkazjoni.

Jum Internazzjonali ghall-Eliminazzjoni tal-Vjolenza Domestika

Fit-23 ta’ Novembru |-Kamra tad-Deputati zammet konferenza stampa fl-okkazjoni tal-Jum Internazzjonali
ghall-eliminazzjoni tal-vjolenza domestika. Fl-indirizz tieghu I-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia gal li l-awtoritajiet
Maltin ircevew madwar 1,200 rapport dwar vjolenza domestika fis-sena, liema statistika hija indikazzjoni
tas-sitwazzjoni tal-familji u s-socjeta f’Malta. Huwa heggeg lin-nies sabiex japprezzaw aktar lill-ohrajn u
sabiex ikunu aktar sensittivi ghall-bzonnijiet taghhom, b’hekk kullhadd ikun jista’ jgawdi r-rispett u d-dinjita
li jixraglu. L-Ispeaker Farrugia sejjah ukoll ghal aktar mizuri li jizguraw li |-vittmi tal-vjolenza domestika
jinghataw protezzjoni u sapport adegwat, inkluz programmi ta’ prevenzjoni, kampanji nazzjonali li jganglu
kuxjenza u t-tishih ta’ programmi ta’ sapport moghtija mill-istat. II-Ministru tal-Familja, id-Drittijiet tat-Tfal
u s-Solidarjeta Socjali I-Onor. Michael Falzon qgal li I-ambjent domestiku ghandu jkun wiehed fejn tirrenja
l-intimita, u b’hekk il-vjolenza hija |-antitezi tal-ambjent |li wiehed ghandu jgawdi d-dar. Minkejja dan, il-
vjolenza domestika tibga’ realta li tezisti u li ghandha tigi indirizzata. L-Onor. Falzon sejjah ghal kuxjenza
akbar dwar din it-tema fit-tama li tigi eliminata l-istigma kontra I-vjolenza domestika, sabiex aktar vittmi
jitkellmu u jsibu I-ghajnuna. Id-Deputy Speaker Claudette Buttigieg appellat sabiex it-tfal jinzammu fic-
centru ta’ kwalunkwe mizuri kontra I-vjolenza domestika. L-Onor. Buttigieg sejhet ukoll ghal pieni aktar horox
ghal min ikun hati ta’ vjolenza domestika, kif ukoll ghal impenn akbar mill-parlamentari sabiex il-ligijiet li
jirrelataw mal-vjolenza domestika jigu msahha. ll-konferenza kienet indirizzata wkoll mill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-
Fondazzjoni ghas-Servizzi ta' Harsien Socjali is-Sur Alfred Grixti.
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Studenti fil-Parlament kontra I-Vjolenza Domestika

Id-Deputy Speaker |-Onor. Claudette Buttigieg ippresidiet seduta specjali bit-tema ‘Studenti fil-Parlament
kontra [|-Vjolenza Domestika’, li kienet organizzata mill-Kummissjoni dwar il-Vjolenza Domestika
f’kollaborazzjoni mal-Kamra tad-Deputati u d-Dipartiment tal-Edukazzjoni. Din l-attivita, li saret fl-1 ta’
Dicembru fis-Sala tal-Parlament, laggghet flimkien studenti minn bosta skejjel sekondarji u Membri
Parlamentari.

L-istudenti ddiskutew hames mozzjonijiet, li kollha gew approvati b’mod unanimu. Dawn il-mozzjonijiet
sejhu:

- ghal pieni aktar horox ghal min jinsab hati li wettaq il-vjolenza domestika u I-introduzzjoni ta’
mizuri preventivi, sapport u rijabilitazzjoni ghall-aggressur;

- sabiex dating violence jigi kkunsidrat bhala att kriminali simili tal-vjolenza domestika u ghal
kampanja ta’ informazzjoni u ambjent li jheggu lill-vittmi tal-vjolenza sabiex jirrapportawha;

- sabiex membri tal-gudikatura, il-membri tal-Korp tal-Pulizija, I-edukaturi u professjonisti ohrajn,
bhall-psikologi, counsellors u social workers, ikunu mharrga sabiex f’xogholhom ikunu f’pozizzjoni ahjar i
jahdmu kontra |-vjolenza domestika u d-dating violence;

- ghal kampanji kontinwi bil-ghan li tintlahaq ugwaljanza bejn is-sessi; u

- ghal legizlazzjoni li tistipula li n-nisa u I-irgiel li jaghmlu l-istess xoghol ghandhom jithallsu ndaqgs
u li tinkoraggixxi subien u bniet sabiex jinkitbu ghal korsijiet irrispettivament mis-sess taghhom.

Wara d-dibattitu bejn l-istudenti, bosta Membri Parlamentari tkellmu dwar il-punti mgajma mill-
istudenti. Diversi ministri u membri parlamentari miz-zewg nahat tal-Kamra ppartecipaw fid-dibattitu. Is-
seduta specjali kienet indirizzata ukoll mill-Kkummissarju ghall-Vjolenza Domestika is-Sur Joe Gerada, u
[-Kummissarju ghat-Tfal is-Sja Pauline Miceli.
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Students in Parliament against Domestic Violence

Deputy Speaker Hon. Claudette Buttigieg chaired a special parliamentary sitting entitled ‘Students in
Parliament against Domestic Violence’, which was organised by the Commission for Domestic Violence in
collaboration with the House of Representatives and the Education Department. This activity, held on 1
December in the Parliamentary Chamber, brought together students from several secondary schools and
Members of Parliament.

During the meeting, those present discussed five motions, all of which were unanimously approved. These
motions called for:

-harsher fines for those found guilty of domestic violence and the introduction of preventive
measures, support and rehabilitation for the aggressor;

-dating violence to be considered a crime akin to domestic violence and an information campaign
aimed at encouraging victims to report such violence in a supportive environment;

-the need for members of the judiciary, the police, educators and other professionals, such as
psychologists, counsellors and social workers, to receive regular training to be able to better equipped to
work against domestic violence and dating violence;

-continual campaigns aimed at achieving equal rights between genders;

-legislation that outlaws the gender-pay gap and which encourages both males and females to
enrol in courses traditionally associated with one gender.

Following the students’ debate, several Members of Parliament made an intervention, addressing the
points raised by the students. Commissioner for Domestic Violence Mr. Joe Gerada, and Commissioner for
Children Mrs. Pauline Miceli also addressed the special sitting.
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Zjara mir-Rapprezentant Malti fil-Qorti Ewropea tal-Awdituri

Fid-19 ta’ Dicembru |-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia rcieva zjara ta’ kortesija mir-rapprezentant Malti fil-Qorti Ewropea
tal-Awdituri (ECA) is-Sur Leo Brincat. Waqt li pprezenta |-EU Audit in Brief, ir-rapport annwali ghall-2016, is-Sur
Brincat qal li r-rapport huwa “prova tat-titjib irregistrat fl-infig tal-UE”. L-Ispeaker Farrugia rringrazzja lis-Sur
Brincat ghall-hidma u d-dedikazzjoni tieghu fil-Qorti Ewropea tal-Awdituri u pogga r-rapport fug il-mejda tal-
Kamra waqt is-seduta li saret filghaxija.

Fl-istess jum, is-Sur Brincat indirizza laggha kongunta tal-Kumitat dwar I-Affarijiet Barranin u Ewropej, il-Kumitat
dwar il-Kontijiet Pubblici, u I-Kumitat ghall-Affarijiet Ekonomici u Finanzjarji tal-Parlament. Fid-diskors tieghu
s-Sur Brincat elabora fuq ir-Rapport Annwali tal-2016. Huwa spjega li [-2016 kienet I-ewwel sena f"hafna snin li
fiha I-ECA harget opinjoni kwalifikata minflok opinjoni avversa, u li din kienet riflessjoni tat-titjib sostnut fl-infig
tal-UE. ll-Kontijiet tal-UE jipprezentaw veduta veritiera u gusta, li turi li I-proporzjon ta’ nfiq irregolari kompla
jitnagqas fl1-2016, tant li I-livell generali ta' zball ghall-infig tal-UE fl-2016 kien stmat bhala 3.1%, imgabbel mat-
3.8% tal-2015 u I-4.4% tal-2014, filwaqt li d-dhul tal-UE fl-2016 kien hieles minn zball materjali.

Is-Sur Brincat irrimarka li I-istrategija |-gdida tal-ECA giet adottata u li din ser tassisti lill-Qorti biex tilhaq
l-objettivi strategic¢i taghha sal-2020, li huma li tissoda I-gestjoni tal-finanzi tal-UE, u li titjieb il-prestazzjoni
tal-aspetti kollha tal-hidma tal-UE. Huwa spjega li I-Qorti kienet ged tpoggi aktar emfasi fuq l-aspetti tal-
prestazzjoni tal-hidma tal-UE ghax dan jghin sabiex jigi zgurat li ¢-cittadini ged jircievu valur ghall-flus li ged
ihallsu lill-UE mit-taxxi taghhom u li dan l-infig verament ged jghin lill-komunitajiet Ewropej. B’hekk, I-ECA ged
jikkontribwixxi b’mod attiv sabiex ikun hemm aktar valur mizjud f’livell Ewropew. Is-sur Brincat ta rendikont
tar-referenzi ghal Malta fir-Rapport Annwali tal-2016.

Is-sur Brincat habbar li huwa ged iservi bhala membru tal-Kamra V, il-kamra responsabbli ghall-Finanzjar u
[-Amministrazzjoni tal-Unjoni, u li fost I-ohrajn huwa responsabbli ghar-rappurtagg dwar id-Dhul tal-UE fir-
Rapport Annwali.
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Visit from the Maltese representative in the
European Court of Auditors

On 19 December Speaker Anglu Farrugia received a courtesy visit from the Maltese representative to the
European Court of Auditors (ECA) Mr Leo Brincat. Mr Brincat presented the EU Audit in Brief — the 2016
annual report, stating that the report indicates “proof of sustained improvement in EU spending”. Speaker
Farrugia thanked Mr Brincat for his work and dedication in the European Court of Auditors and tabled the
report in Parliament during the evening sitting.

On the same day, Mr Brincat addressed a joint meeting of the Foreign and European Affairs Committee,
the Public Accounts Committee as well as the Economic and Financial Affairs Committee. In his speech, Mr
Brincat elaborated on the 2016 Reprot. He noted that 2016 was the first year in many years in which the ECA
issued a qualified opinion and not an adverse opinion, reflecting a sustained improvement in EU spending.
The EU accounts present a true and fair view and the share of irregular spending was further reduced in
2016, such that the overall level of error for EU spending in 2016 was estimated at 3.1%, compared with
3.8% in 2015 and 4.4% in 2014 whereas the EU Revenue in 2016 was free from material error.

Mr Brincat remarked that the new strategy of the ECA has been adopted and will assist the Court in reaching
its strategic objectives by 2020 in addressing the challenges of sound financial management as well as aiming
to increase the focus on all performance aspects of EU action. He explained that the ECA is placing more
reliance on the performance aspects of EU action because this performance auditing helps to ensure that
taxpayers are receiving value for money that benefits their respective communities. In this way, the ECA is
contributing actively to strengthen the added value at a European level. Mr Brincat also gave an account of
the references to Malta in the 2016 Annual Report.

Mr Brincat announced that he is serving as a member of Chamber V, the chamber responsible for Financing
and Administering the Union.

33



mill-PARILAMENT - Dicembru 2017

ATTIVITAJIET INTERNAZZJONA




mill-PARILAMIE

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES




muill-PARILAMENT - Dicembru 2017

ATTIVITAJIET INTERNAZZJONALI (KONT.)

Konferenza Interparlamentari dwar il-Politika Barranija u tas-Sigurta
Komuni (CFSP) u I-Politika ta’ Sigurta u ta’ Difiza Komuni (CSDP)

I¢-Chairperson tal-Kumitat Parlamentari dwar |-Affarijiet Barranin u Ewropej, I-Onor. Edward Zammit Lewis, u
[-Onor. Jason Azzopardi attendew ghall-Konferenza Interparlamentari dwar il-Politika Barranija u tas-Sigurta
Komuni (CFSP) u I-Politika ta’ Sigurta u ta’ Difiza Komuni (CSDP) li ttellghet f’'Tallinn, I-Estonja, bejn is-7 u
d-9 ta’ Settembru bhala parti mid-Dimensjoni Parlamentari tal-Presidenza Estonjana tal-Kunsill tal-Unjoni
Ewropea. Bit-tema ‘Unita permezz tal-Bilanc¢’, membri ta’ parlamenti nazzjonali mill-Istati Membri tal-Unjoni
Ewropea ddiskutew ‘Ghaliex |-Ewropa hija importanti? — L-Ewropa f’kuntest globali’, ‘Insahhu I-unita tal-
punent u r-relazzjonijiet transatlantic¢i’, ‘ll-Prijoritajiet tal-UE fil-qasam tas-CFSP u s-CSDP’, ‘ll-gaghda attwali
lil hinn mill-fruntieri tal-UE’, ‘It-Tishih tad-difiza Ewropea’, u ‘Aspetti prattici tad-dinja hybrid li tinkludi I-isfera
cibernetika u I-komunikazzjoni strategika’. Fl-interventi tieghu waqt il-laggha, I-Onor. Zammit Lewis heggeg
ghal distinzjoni bejn |-istrategiji ta’ komunikazzjoni f’livelli Ewropej u nazzjonali sabiex li jigu spjegati I-vantaggi
u l-opportunitajiet ta’ Ewropa integrata. L-Onor. Zammit Lewis irrefera ghax-xoghol tal-Bank Ewropew tal-
Investiment bhala ezempju, u stagsa kemm ic¢-cittadini Ewropej verament jafu x’inhu r-rwol, il-funzjonijiet u
I-bagit ta’ din I-istituzzjoni, li tahdem sabiex tigi mtejba |-hajja taghhom.

W

2" 8
Vo

L-Ispeaker izur il-President tal-Italja

FI-14 ta’ Settembru I-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, -Onor. Anglu Farrugia, ghamel zjara ta’ kortesija lill-
President tar-Repubblika Taljana, I-ET Sergio Mattarella, waqt li dan kien fuqg zjara Statali f"Malta. L-Ispeaker
Farrugia u |-President Mattarella enfasizzaw ir-relazzjonijiet bilaterali eccellenti |i jezistu bejn Malta u
I-Italja, liema relazzjonijiet gew ikkonsolidati mal-medda taz-zmien tramite diversi ftehimiet, inkluzi I-hames
Protokolli Finanzjarji u I-hmistax-il Ftehim Kulturali u Edukattiv. 1z-zewg dinjitarji ddiskutew is-sitwazzjoni
internazzjonali, b'attenzjoni partikolari fug dik fil-Mediterran. Huma qablu li I-migrazzjoni ghandha tigi
gestita tajjeb u li |-Istati Membri tal-Unjoni Ewropea ghandhom juru solidarjeta attiva f’dan il-qasam.
L-importanza tad-diplomazija parlamentari, ir-rwol tal-Parlamenti nazzjonali u |-kooperazzjoni parlamentari
f'organizzazzjonijiet internazzjonali gew diskussi wkoll f’din il-laggha. 1z-zewg nahat irrimarkaw ukoll dwar
il-kooperazzjoni mill-grib li tezisti bejn il-kamra tad-Deputati Maltija, is-Senat Taljan u |-Kamra tad-Deputati
Taljana.
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Inter-parliamentary Conference for the Common Foreign and Security
Policy (CFSP) and the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP)

Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee for Foreign and European Affairs, Hon. Edward Zammit Lewis,
and Hon. Jason Azzopardi attended the Inter-parliamentary Conference for the Common Foreign and
Security Policy (CFSP) and the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) held in Tallinn, Estonia, within the
Parliamentary Dimension of the Estonian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, between 7 and 9
September. Within the theme of ‘Unity through balance’, members of National parliaments from European
Union Member States discussed ‘Why Europe Matters? — Europe in the global context’, ‘Invigorating the
unity of the west and transatlantic relations’, ‘Priorities of the EU in the area of CFSP and CSDP’, ‘State of
play beyond the EU borders’, ‘Ways to strengthen European defence’, and ‘Practical aspects of the hybrid
world including the cyber sphere and strategic communication’.

Participating during the meeting, Hon. Zammit Lewis urged for a distinction between European and
national levels of communication strategies in an attempt to explain the advantages and opportunities of
an integrated Europe. Referring to the work done by the European Investment Bank to improve European
citizens’ life as an example, Hon. Zammit Lewis questioned the extent to which European citizens know the
role, functions and budget of the European Investment Bank.

The Speaker calls on the Italian President

On 14 September the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Hon. Anglu Farrugia paid a courtesy call
on the President of the Italian Republic, HE Sergio Mattarella, who was on a State Visit to Malta. Speaker
Farrugia and President Mattarella highlighted the excellent bilateral relations that exist between Malta and
Italy, which relations have been consolidated over the years through various agreements, including, the five
Financial Protocols and the fifteen Cultural and Educational Agreements. The two dignitaries discussed the
international situation, with particular focus on that in the Mediterranean. They agreed that migration must
be managed properly and that the Member States of the European Union should show active solidarity. The
importance of parliamentary diplomacy, the role of national Parliaments and parliamentary cooperation
in international organisations also featured in the talks. In this regard, the close cooperation between the
Maltese House of Representatives and the Italian Senate and Chamber of Deputies was highlighted.
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Konferenza Parlamentari tal-Organizzazzjoni Dinjija tal-Kummer¢

L-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia, irrapprezenta lill-Assocjazzjoni Parlamentari tal-
Commonwealth (CPA) fid-39 Sessjoni tal-Kumitat tat-Tmexxija tal-Konferenza Parlamentarital-Organizzazzjoni
Dinjija tal-Kummer¢ (WTQO), li kienet organizzata mill-Unjoni Interparlamentari (IPU) u I-Parlament Ewropew
f’Ginevra bejn is-26 u t-28 ta’ Settembru. L-Ispeaker Farrugia ppartecipa ukoll fil-Forum Pubbliku tal-WTO, li
kien jinkludi sessjoni parlamentari bit-tema “Kummerc gust: il-kontribut tal-Parlamenti”. Is-suggetti diskussi
matul il-Konferenza inkludew it-tishih tar-rwol tal-parlament sabiex tigi zgurata |-kontribuzzjoni gusta tal-
kummercjanti, il-promozzjoni tad-djalogu bejn azjendi socjali, |-appogg ghal djalogu globali u r-rwol tat-
trade unions. Gie diskuss ukoll Brexit. Matul il-bosta interventi tieghu, I-Ispeaker Farrugia ffoka fuq I-isfidi
ffa¢¢jati minn nazzjonijiet u territorji zghar.

Sessjoni tal-Harifa tal-OSCE PA

Id-delegazzjoni Maltija ghall-Assemblea Parlamentari tal-Organizzazzjoni ghas-Sigurta u |-Koperazzjoni fl-
Ewropa (OSCE PA), immexxija mill-Onor. Rosianne Cutajar, ippartecipat fis-Sessjoni tal-Harifa tal-2017 li giet
organizzata f’/Andorra bejn it-3 u I-5 ta’ Ottubru. Id-delegazzjoni kienet tinkludi wkoll lill-Onor. Emmanuel
Mallia u lill-Onor. Hermann Schiavone. F'intervent waqt il-laggha tal-Forum tal-Mediterran, I-Onor. Mallia
enfasizza |-importanza li jigi zgurat li I-qafas regolatorju ezistenti dwar il-governanza tal-oceani u t-tkabbir
blu jindirizza l-isfidi tas-settur b’'mod effettiv. Huwa sahaq fuq I-importanza tar-rwol tal-parlamentari fl-
ghoti ta’ ghajnuna ghall-holgien tal-gharfien marittimu, certezza legali u sigurta fl-ekonomija blu sabiex
dawn is-setturi jirnexxu. F'diskors dwar it-tibdil fil-klima, I-Onor. Hermann Schiavone sahaq li peress li
ekonomiji zviluppati u dawk li ged jizviluppaw jikkontribwixxu aktar lejn it-tibdil fil-klima, dawn ghandhom
aktar responsabbiltajiet f’dak li jirrigwarda I-glieda kontra t-tibdil fil-klima u fl-ghoti ta’ ghajnuna sabiex
pajjizi bi dhul baxx jimmaniggjaw il-konsegwenzi taghha. Hu sahaq ukoll li I-parlamentari ghandhom id-
dmir li jappellaw ghal azzjoni dwar il-klima. L-Onor. Rosianne Cutajar tkellmet dwar I-importanza ta'
edukazzjoni inklussiva fil-promozzjoni tal-paci, u ddikjarat li I-kapital uman huwa krucjali ghall-progress ta’
pajjiz, partikolarment f'pajjiz bi ftit rizorsi naturali. L-Onor. Cutajar hegget lill-gvernijiet sabiex jallokaw fondi
suffi¢jenti ghall-edukazzjoni, anke fi zminijiet ta' krizi ekonomika u finanzjarja, ghax dan huwa investiment
li jikkontribwixxi ghal tkabbir fit-tul, rati baxxi ta’ qghad u haddiema mharrga.
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Parliamentary Conference on the World Trade Organization

Speaker ofthe House of Representatives, Hon. Anglu Farrugia, represented the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association (CPA) at the 39th Session of the Steering Committee of the Parliamentary Conference on
the World Trade Organization (WTO), which was organised by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and
the European Parliament and held in Geneva between the 26 and 28 September. Speaker Farrugia also
participated in a WTO Public Forum, which included the parliamentary session entitled “Making trade fair:
The contribution of parliaments”. The subjects discussed during the Conference included strengthening the
role of parliament to ensure fair contribution by traders, the promotion of social business dialogue, support
for global dialogue and the role of trade unions. Brexit also featured in the discussions. During his various
interventions, Speaker Farrugia focused on the challenges faced by small nations and territories.

Autumn Session of the OSCE PA

The Maltese delegation to the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE PA), led by Hon.
Rosianne Cutajar and comprising Hon. Emmanuel Mallia and Hon. Hermann Schiavone, participated in
the 2017 Autumn Session which was held in Andorra between 3 and 5 October. In an intervention during
the meeting of the Mediterranean Forum, Hon. Mallia highlighted the importance of ensuring that the
existing regulatory framework on ocean governance and blue growth effectively address challenges in the
sector. He stressed the importance of the role of parliamentarians’ in supporting the creation of marine
knowledge, legal certainty and security in the blue economy for these sub-sectors to prosper. Speaking of
climate change, Hon. Hermann Schiavone stressed that developed and developing economies are larger
contributors to climate change and, therefore, have additional responsibilities with regard to tackling
climate change and helping low-income countries manage its consequences. He also stressed the duty
of parliamentarians’ advocate in favour of climate action. Hon. Rosianne Cutajar spoke of the importance
of inclusive education in the promotion of peace, stating that a nation’s human capital is crucial for its
progress, particularly in countries with fewer natural resources. Hon. Cutajar encouraged governments
to allocate sufficient funding for education, even in times of economic downturn and crisis, as this is
an investment which will contribute to long-term growth, low unemployment and skilled labourers.
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Il-Konferenza Interparlamentari dwar I-Istabbilta,
il-Kordinazzjoni Ekonomika u I-Governanza fl-UE

L-Onor. Emmanuel Mallia, President tal-Kumitat Parlamentari ghall-Affarijiet Ekonomici u Finanzjarji
tal-Parlament, u |-Onor. Ivan Bartolo ppartecipaw fil-Konferenza Interparlamentari dwar |-Istabbilta, il-
Kordinazzjoni Ekonomika u I-Governanza flI-UE li nzammet gewwa Tallinn, |-Estonja, fit-30 u |-31 ta’ Ottubru.
Dinil-laggha kienet organizzata bhala parti mid-Dimensjoni Parlamentari tal-Presidenza Estonjana tal-Kunsill
tal-Unjoni Ewropea u lagqghet flimkien membri tal-parlamenti nazzjonali mill-Istati Membri tal-UE sabiex
jiddiskutu temi ekonomici u finanzjarji ma’ rapprezentanti politici u ufficjali gholja minn istituzzjonijiet
importanti bhall-Kummissjoni Ewropea, [-OECD u I-banek centrali tal-Istati Membri. lI-konferenza indirizzat il-
futur tal-Unjoni Monetarja Ewropea, riformi nazzjonali, assistenza finanzjarja
u programmi ta’ investiment, gbir effettiv tat-taxxa u I-isfidi futuri ghall-bagit
tal-UE.

Fl-intervent tieghu waqt is-sessjoni dwar il-gbir effettiv tat-taxxi, I-Onor. Mallia
heggeg lill-Kkummissjoni Ewropea sabiex tapprezza |-karatteristici differenti tal-
Istati Membri fit-tfassil tal-proposti legislattivi dwar it-taxxa. Waqt li esprima
s-sapporttieghughaltassazzjonigustauziedafit-trasparenza,|-Onor.Malliasahaq
dwar l-importanza tas-sovranita fiskali fil-qasam tat-tassazzjoni, moghtija lill-
Istati Membri permezz tat-Trattati. F'risposta ghall-mistogsija mill-Onor. Mallia
rigward kif il-kummissjoni tippjana li tikkrea bilanc bejn iz-zieda fl-effi¢jenza fl-
amministrazzjoni tat-taxxa u r-rispett ghas-sovranita fiskali tal-Istati Membiri,
ir-rapprezentant tal-Kummissjoni gal li kwalunkwe sistema implimentata trid
tahdem b’mod effi¢jenti ghall-Unjoni fit-totalita taghha, u semma I-intenzjoni
tal-Kummissjoni li tintroduci Bazi Komuni Konsolidata tat-Taxxa Korporattiva.

Wagqt is-sessjoni dwar l-isfidi li tibdil fl-Unjoni gieghed ifisser ghall-bagit tal-
Unjoni Ewropea, |I-Onor. Bartolo tkellem favur li [-kontribut tal-Istati Memobri
jinzamm gholi bhala kumpens ghan-nuqqas ta’ dhul b’konsegwenza tal-
hrug tar-Renju Unit mill-Unjoni Ewropea. Huwa tkellem dwar I-importanza i
d-decizjonijiet jittiehdu wara li I-konsegwenzi fit-tul ta’ dawn id-decizjonijiet jigu studjati sew. Il-bagit tal-
Unjoni Ewropea jikkumplimenta bagits nazzjonali peress li jiffinanzja progetti kbar li |-Istati Membri ma
jistghux jiffinanzjaw minghajr ghajnuna, u li jaghtu valur mizjud f’livell Ewropew. L-Onor. Bartolo fakkar
li I-bagit tal-Unjoni Ewropea jhalli rizultati pozittivi lil hinn sew mill-gasam ekonomiku, u ghandu impatt
pozittiv generali fuq I-istabilita politika u I-koezjoni so¢jali fit-territorju kollu tal-UE li ma jistax jigi kkwantifikat
f'ammonti.
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Inter-Parliamentary Conference on Stability, Economic Coordination
and Governance in the EU

Hon. Emmanuel Mallia, Chairman of the Economic and Financial Affairs Committee of the Maltese House
of Representatives, and Hon. Ivan Bartolo participated in the Inter-Parliamentary Conference on Stability,
Economic Coordination and Governance in the EU held in Tallinn, Estonia on 30 and 31 October. This meeting
was organised as part of the Parliamentary Dimension of the Estonian Presidency of the Council of the EU
and brings together national parliamentarians from EU Member States to discuss economic and financial
issues with political representatives and high-level senior officials from important institutions such as the
European Commission, the OECD and Member States’ central banks. The conference addressed the future
of the European Monetary Union, national reforms, financial assistance and
investment programmes, effective tax-collection and future challenges for the
EU budget.

In his intervention during the session on collecting taxes efficiently, Hon.
Mallia called on the European Commission to take into account the different
characteristics of the Member States when drafting legislative proposals on
taxation. While supporting fair taxation and enhanced transparency, Hon.
Mallia advocated for respecting fiscal sovereignty in the field of taxation, which
is granted to Member States through the Treaties. In response to a question
by Hon. Mallia on how the Commission intends to create a balance between
increasing efficiency in tax administration and upholding Member States’ fiscal
sovereignty, the Commission representative stated that any system employed
needs to work efficiently for the entire Union, and mentioned the Commission’s
intention to introduce a digital Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base.

Speaking in the session on the challenges that a changing Union represents for
the EU’s budget, Hon. Bartolo argued in favour of retaining Member States’
contributions to the EU budget high to compensate for the loss of income
resulting from the UK’s forthcoming withdrawal from the EU. He advocated for
taking decisions after taking due consideration of their long-term implications. The EU budget complements
national budgets in that it finances large-scale projects which Member States cannot finance without support
and which add value at European level. Hon. Bartolo recalled that the EU budget leaves positive results well
beyond the economic sphere — it has an overall positive impact on political stability and social cohesion in
the entire EU territory which cannot be quantified in sums.
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Is-36 Laqgha tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar tas-CPA

Wagqt il-ftuh tas-36 Laggha tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar, organizzata f’'Dhaka, il-Bangladexx, fit-2 u t-3 ta’ Novembru
bhala parti mit-63 Konferenza Parlamentari tal-Commonwealth (CPC), I-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati
u Chairperson tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar tal-Assoé¢jazzjoni Parlamentari tal-Commonwealth (CPA), I-Onor. Anglu
Farrugia spjega li ghall-ewwel darba fil-106 sena ta’ storja taghha, is-CPA kienet gieghda taspira li tilhaq
il-htigijiet partikolari ta’ zvilupp tat-43 I-icken legizlaturi taghha permezz tal-‘Istrategija tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar
tas-CPA’, li kienet ghadha kif giet imfassla. L-istrategija tirrikonoxxi li I-ferghat iz-zghar ged jippruvaw jaghtu
l-istess livell ta’ servizz li jaghtu legizlaturi kbar minkejja restrizzjonijiet fiskali u fir-rizorsi umani; tirrikonoxxi
ir-rwol centrali tal-parlament sabiex jintlahqu l-isfidi tal-glieda kontra I-korruzzjoni u tirrikonoxxi t-theddid
li I-bidla fil-klima ggib ghall-membri I-aktar vulnerabbli tal-Commonwealth. L-istrategija I-gdida tiffoka fuq
temi principali u l-izvilupp ta’ attivitajiet b’eziti li jistghu jitkejlu; it-tkabbir tal-kapacita tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar
tas-CPA u |-holgien ta’ opportunitajiet godda li fihom il-parlamenti fin-netwerk jistghu jagsmu I-gharfien,
jikkooperaw u jissahhu. L-Abbozz tal-Istrategija ghall-perjodu 2018-2019 gie mfassal waqt laggha apposta
li giet organizzata f’"Malta bejn id-19 u |-20 t’Ottubru, u li laggghet rapprezentanti mid-disa’ regjuni tas-
CPA. L-Abbozz gie pprezentat lill-plenarja waqt il-laggha annwali fil-Bangladexx, fejn gie approvat b’mod
unanimu mill-membri tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar. Il-pass li jmiss huwa li I-Abbozz jigi pprezentat ghall-approvazzjoni
shiha fil-laggha ta’ nofs is-sena tal-Kumitat Ezekuttiv tas-CPA, liema laggha ser issir fil-Mauritius f’April
2018. Il-Konferenza ddiskutiet numru ta’ temi |li huma relevanti hafna ghall-Ferghat iz-Zghar: ‘Massa
Kritika: Gurisdizzjonijiet zghar u problemi kbar - L-isfidi tal-logistika u l-infrastruttura li ghandhom ferghat
zghar sabiex jilhqu |-aspettattivi taghhom u jwasslu servizz ta’ livell ugwali ma’ pajjizi zghar’; ‘Innovazzjoni
parlamentari f’gurisdizzjonijiet zghar f’kuntest ta’ sfidi finanzjarji u ta’ rizorsi umani’; ‘Ir-rwol tal-parlament
fil-glieda kontra |-korruzzjoni’ u ‘Ir-rwol li ghandu |-parlament sabiex jintlahqu I-isfidi tal-protezzjoni tal-
ilmijiet territorjali’.
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36th Meeting of the CPA Small Branches

Opening the 36th Meeting of the Small Branches, organised in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on 2 and 3 November as
part of the 63rd Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference (CPC), Speaker of the House of Representatives
and Chairperson of the Small Branches of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA), Hon.
Anglu Farrugia explained that for the first time in its 106-year history, the CPA will seek to meet the unique
developmental needs of its 43 smallest legislatures through a newly-devised ‘CPA Small Branches Strategy’.
This Strategy acknowledges that Small Branches are seeking to meet the same expectations of service
delivery as larger legislatures despite fiscal and human resource constraints; recognises the central role of
parliament in meeting the challenges of combatting corruption; and acknowledges the threats that climate
change bring to some of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable members. The new strategy focuses on
key thematic areas and development activities with measurable outcomes; it builds parliamentary capacity
for CPA Small Branches and creates greater opportunities for the sharing of knowledge, parliamentary
strengthening, and cooperation across the network. The draft Strategy was presented to the plenary as
mapped out during a meeting held in Malta on 19 and 20 October, whereby representatives from the nine
regions of the CPA were brought together to compile a draft Strategy for the period 2018-2019. The draft
Strategy was unanimously approved by the members of the Small Branches and will be presented for full
approval in the forthcoming mid-year Executive Committee of the CPA which will be held in Mauritius in
April 2018. The Conference then tackled a number of themes which were very relevant to Small Branches:
‘Critical Mass: Small Jurisdictions and big problems — Logistics and Infrastructure challenges to meet small
jurisdiction expectations to achieve the same service levels as larger ones’; ‘Parliamentary innovations
in small jurisdictions in the face of financial and human resource challenges’; ‘the role of parliament in
combating corruption’; and ‘the role of parliament on meeting the challenges of protecting territorial
waters’.
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It-63 Konferenza Parlamentari tal-Commonwealth

L-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati u Chairperson tal-Ferghat Zghar tal-Commonwealth, |-Onor. Anglu
Farrugia, mexxa delegazzjoni parlamentari maghamula mill-Whip tal-Gvern I-Onor. Byron Camilleri, I-Onor.
Alex Muscat u I-Onor. Ryan Callus ghat-63 Konferenza Parlamentari tal-Commonwealth (CPC), f’'Dhaka,
il-Bangladexx, bejn I-1 u t-8 ta’ Novembru. Is-CPC hija I-konferenza annwali tal-Assoc¢jazzjoni Parlamentari
tal-Commonwealth (CPA), li tipprovdi pjattaforma unika ghal djalogu interparlamentari, u li tlagga’ flimkien
Speakers, membri parlamentari u staff tal-parlamenti mid-disa’ regjuni tas-CPA, 52 pajjiz tal-Commonwealth
u aktar minn 180 parlamenti u legizlaturi nazzjonali, statali, provin¢jali u territorjali.

II-Konferenza inkludiet workshops u dibattiti li ffukaw fuq l-importanza tal-izvilupp tal-membri parlamentari,
u |-prestazzjoni tal-Parlament bhala gwardjan tad-demokrazija u pilastru indipendenti fis-separazzjoni tal-
poteri. It-temi tas-sessjonijiet kienu ‘ld-Demokrazija trid Tirrendi: Ir-rwol tal-Parlament fl-indirizzar tal-Isfidi’,
‘Ir-rwol tal-Parlamentari fil-bini ta' rabtiet aktar b'sahhithom fi hdan il-Commonwealth: inkluzi kwistjonijiet
goddarigwardil-kummeré¢, visa, restrizzjonijiet fl-ivjaggar, restrizzjonijiet mhux abbazi ta’ tariffi’; ‘Id-Dibattitu
dwar il-Bidla fil-Klima: Sfida ghall-Commonwealth?", "L-Ghanjiet ta' Zvilupp Sostenibbli (SDGs): Kif jistghu
[-Membritas-CPA jahdmu mal-gvernijiet taghhom biexjizguraw li d-differenzifil-generujigu indirizzati sew fit-
twettiq tal-SDGs, sabiex jittaffa I-fagar u tinghata s-setgha lin-nisa?’, ‘Massa Kritika: Gurisdizzjonijiet zghar u
problemikbar - L-isfidital-logistika u l-infrastruttura’, ‘Puntita’ referenza tas-CPA ghal-Legizlaturi Demokratici:
Progress fl-ahhar 10 snin’, ‘Tinghata vuci liz-zghazagh: Mekkanizmi biex tigi zgurata partecipazzjoni
effettiva taz-zghazagh fil-process ta' governanza’, u ‘Liema fatturi jzidu tipi differenti ta' nazzjonalizmu?’

Il-programm inkluda wkoll aggornament dwar is-sitwazzjoni tar-refugjati Rohingya mill-Ministru tal-
Affarijiet Barranin tal-Gvern tal-Bangladexx A. H. Mahmood Ali, li qal li sa dakinhar aktar minn 600,000
Rohingya kienu fittxew il-kenn fil-Bangladexx. Dan iggenera interess konsiderevoli fost il-partecipanti tal-
Konferenza, tant li I-Ispeaker Farrugia ppropona li tigi proposta u adottata rizoluzzjoni waqt |I-Assemblea
Generali u tkun eventwalment ipprezentata lis-Segretarju Generali tan-Nazzjonijiet Uniti.

L-Assemblea Generaliinkludiet rendikont tal-attivitajiet tas-CPA tul l-ahhar sena, kif ukoll rapporti li rrizultaw
mill-Konferenza ta’ din is-sena. L-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia, fl-irwol tieghu bhala Chairman tal-Ferghat iz-
Zghar, aggorna lill-Assemblea dwar ix-xoghol tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar. Huwa semma I-progress miksub waqt il-
laggha ta’ I-Istrategija tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar li saret f’"Malta bejn id-19 u I-20 ta’ Ottubru 2017, liema strategija
kienet ipprezentata lill-Konferenza tal-Ferghat iz-Zghar li nzammet fit-2 u t-3 ta’ Novembru fil-Bangladexx.
Huwa gal li I-Pjan Strategiku gie pprezentat lill-Kumitat Ezekuttiv sabiex jigi approvat fil-laggha tal-Kumitat
Ezekuttiv ta’ nofs is-sena.

Wagqt |-Assemblea Generali saret |-elezzjoni ghal President u Chairperson tal-Kumitat Ezekuttiv, fejn giet
eletta I-kandidata Emilia Monjowa Lifaka, membru parlamentari mill-Cameroon. Waqt I-Assemblea Generali
giet ipprezentata wkoll stqarrija li sejhet ghal azzjoni urgenti mill-komunita internazzjonali sabiex tigi rizolta
I-krizi umanitarja ffacc¢jata mill-komunita Rohingya, kif proposta mid-delegazzjoni Maltija u ssekondata mill-
maggoranza tad-delegati waqt is-sessjoni tal-ftuh tal-konferenza. L-istqarrija kienet ac¢éettata u adottata
b’mod unanimu.
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63rd Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference

Speaker of the House of Representatives and Chairperson of the Small Branches of the Commonwealth,
Hon. Anglu Farrugia, led a parliamentary delegation composed of Government Whip Hon. Byron Camilleri,
Hon. Alex Muscat and Hon. Ryan Callus to the 63rd Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference (CPC), held
in Dhaka, Bangladesh, between 1 and 8 November. The CPCis the annual conference of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association (CPA), which provides a unique platform for inter-parliamentary dialogue,
bringing together Speakers, members of parliament and parliamentary staff representing the nine regions
of the CPA, 52 countries of the Commonwealth, and over 180 national, state, provincial and territorial
parliaments and legislatures.

The Conference included workshops and debates focusing on the importance of development for
parliamentarians,andinturnparliament’sperformanceasaguarantorofdemocracyandanindependentpillar
in the separation of powers. The themes of the sessions were ‘Democracy must Deliver: Role of Parliamentin
addressing the Challenges’, ‘the role of Parliamentarians in building stronger ties within the Commonwealth:
including new tradeissues, visaissues, travel restrictions, non-tariff restrictions’, ‘the Climate Change Debate:
A challenge for the Commonwealth?’, ‘Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s): How can CPA Members
work with their own governments in ensuring that the SDG goals have a proper gender lens to ensure
success in the areas of alleviating poverty and women’s empowerment?’, ‘Critical Mass: Small jurisdictions
and big problems - Logistics and infrastructure challenges; CPA Benchmarks for Democratic Legislatures:
Progress in the past 10 years’, ‘Giving voice to the youth: Mechanisms for ensuring effective participation
of youth in the governance process’ and ‘what factors fuel the rise of different kinds of nationalism?’

As part of the programme, a briefing on the Rohingya issue was made by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of
the Bangladesh Government A. H. Mahmood Ali, who stated that more than 600,000 Rohingyas have taken
shelter in Bangladesh to date. This generated a considerable interest among conference participants, with
Speaker Farrugia proposing that a resolution be put forward and adopted in the General Assembly and
eventually presented to the Secretary General of the United Nations.

The General Assembly included a resumé of the CPA activities which took place over the last year, as well
as reports resulting from this year’s Conference. Speaker Anglu Farrugia, in his capacity as Small Branches
Chairperson, briefed the Assembly on the work done by the Small Branches. He gave an overview of the
progress made following the Small Branches Strategy meeting held in Valletta between 19 and 20 October
2017, and which was presented to the Small Branches Conference heldon 2 and 3 November in Bangladesh.
He stated that the Strategic Plan was now before the Executive Committee and is expected to be approved
in the forthcoming mid-year Executive Committee meeting.

During the General Assembly, an election for a new President and Chairperson of the Executive Committee
was held. The elected candidate was Emilia Monjowa Lifaka, MP from Cameroon. The General Assembly
was also presented with a statement which called for urgent action from the international community
to resolve the ongoing humanitarian crisis facing the Rohingyas community, as proposed by the Maltese
Branch and seconded by the majority of delegates during the opening session of the conference. The
statement was accepted and adopted unanimously.
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Membri Parlamentari Maltin izuru kamp tar-refugjati f’"Cox’s Bazar,
fil-Bangladexx

Fid-9 ta’ Novembru, fi tmiem it-63 Konferenza Parlamentari tal-Commonwealth (CPC), li saret fil-Bangladexx,
[-Onor. Alex Muscat u I-Onor. Ryan Callus zaru I-kamp tar-refugjati f’Cox’s Bazar, li jospita r-rifugjati Rohingya.
Lord George Foulkes, membru tal-House of Lords Ingliza, li mexxa d-delegazzjoni waqt din iz-zjara, iddikjara
li d-delegazzjoni Ingliza kienet ser izzur Cox’s Bazar biex tara s-sitwazzjoni vera tal-poplu tar-Rohingya,
wagqt li ddeskriva I-krizi bhala ‘genocidju’. Iz-zewg membri parlamentari Maltin urew interess li jzuru z-zona
u b’hekk inghaqdu mad-delegazzjoni Ingliza fuq din il-missjoni. 1z-zjara tal-membri parlamentari Maltin
ikkumplimentat stqarrija li ghamel I-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia waqt it-63 CPC, fejn ippropona li I-Konferenza
taddotta stgarrija dwar il-’krizi umanitarja kbira’ li kienu ged jiffaccjaw ir-refugjati Rohingya. ll-partecipanti
tal-Konferenza, li kienu minn I-44 pajjiz tal-Commonwealth, lagghu din il-proposta, u esprimew solidarjeta
mal-Bangladexx fuq il-krizi tar-Rohingya waqt li emfasizzaw il-bzonn li s-sitwazzjoni tigi rizolta. L-istqarrija,
li kienet addottata b’mod unanimu mill-Assemblea Generali waqt il-laggha tas-7 ta’ Novembru, tghid li
‘b’konsensus, it-63 Assemblea Generali tas-CPA tadotta I-Istqarrija li titlob ghal azzjoni urgenti mill-komunita

Ic-Chair tal-PAC jippartecipa fil-Konferenza tal-CAPAC

Delegazzjoni tal-Parlament Malti ppartecipat fil-Workshop ta’” Westminster dwar il-Kumitati ghall-Kontijiet
Pubblici u I-Ewwel Konferenza tal-CAPAC, organizzata f’Londra bejn |-4 u s-7 ta’ Dicembru. L-Onor. Beppe
Fenech Adami ppresieda I-konferenza tal-CAPAC bhala Chairperson tal-Kumitat Ezekuttiv tal-CAPAC. Fid-
diskors ewlieni tieghu, huwa qal li I-importanza tal-Kumitati ghall-Kontijiet Pubbli¢i gieghda dejjem tikber
fid-demokraziji moderni. Huwa qal li minkejja d-differenzi fis-sistemi legizlattivi fi hdan il-Commonwealth,
xorta hemm prattici li huma simili, peress li |-legizlaturi kollha jagsmu realtajiet u sfidi komuni . lI-Konferenza
adottat dokument ipprezentat mi¢-Chair tal-Kumitat Ezekuttiv li jsemmi numru ta’ prinéipji kkunsidrati bhala
pratti¢i tajba ghall-Kumitati ghall-Kontijiet Pubblici.
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Maltese MPs visit the Rohingya refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

On 9 November, at the end of the 63rd Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference held in Bangladesh, Hon.
Alex Muscat and Hon. Ryan Callus visited the refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar, hosting Rohingya refugees. Lord
George Foulkes of the British House of Lords, who led the delegation to Rohingya, declared that the British
delegation would visit Cox’s Bazar to see the exact situation of the Rohingya people on the ground, while
describing the crisis as “genocide”. The two Maltese MPs showed interest in visiting the area and therefore
joined the British delegation on this mission. The visit of the Maltese MPs complemented a statement made
by Speaker Anglu Farrugia at the 63rd CPC, wherein he proposed that the Conference adopt a statement
on the “great humanitarian crisis” faced by the Rohingya refugees. Conference participants, hailing from 44
Commonwealth countries, welcomed the proposal, expressing solidarity with Bangladesh over the Rohingya
crisis whilst stressing the need for resolution. The statement, which was subsequently unanimously adopted
at the General Assembly meeting held on 7 November, states that “the 63rd General Assembly of the CPA
adopts by consensus the Statement calling for urgent action from the international community to resolve
the ongoing humanitarian crisis facing the Rohingya’s community”.

PAC Chair participates in CAPAC Conference

A Maltese Parliamentary delegation participated in the Westminster Workshop on Public Accounts Committee
and the 1st CAPAC Conference, held in London between 4 and 7 December. Hon. Beppe Fenech Adami chaired
the CAPAC conference as Chairperson of the CAPAC Executive Committee. In his keynote speech, he referred
to the increasing importance of the Public Accounts Committees in today’s democracies. He mentioned also
the reality of the Commonwealth, and the different dimensions of legislatures within the Commonwealth,
adding that nonetheless there still exist practices that are similar, as legislatures share common realities and
similar challenges across the board. The Conference adopted a document present by the Chair of the Executive
Committee outlining a number of principles deemed as good practices for Public Accounts Committees.
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It-LVIII COSAC

L-Onor. Edward Zammit Lewis u I-Onor. David Stellini, Chairman u Membru tal-Kumitat Parlamentari ghall-
Affarijiet Barranin u Ewropej rispettivament, ippartecipaw fit-LVIIl COSAC |i kienet organizzata f'Tallinn,
I-Estonja, bejn is-26 u t-28 ta’ Novembru. Din il-konferenza tlagga’ chairpersons u membri tal-Kumitati
tal-Affarijiet Ewropej tal-parlamenti tal-Unjoni Ewropea u kienet organizzata bhala parti mid-dimensjoni
parlamentari tal-Presidenza Estonjana tal-Kunsill tal-Unjoni Ewropea. L-agenda tal-laggha inkludiet temi
varji inkluz il-futur tal-Ewropa; immexxu lill-UE aktar vicin tac-cittadin; is-Suq Uniku Digitali; is-Sigurta fl-
Ewropa u l-aspett estern tal-migrazzjoni. F'diskors ewlieni bit-tema tal-migrazzjoni, |-Onor. Zammit Lewis
irrefera ghall-aspetti legali tal-migrazzjoni u emfasizza I-bzonn li jizdiedu l-isforzi fil-gasam tar-riammissjoni,
li tirrikjedi aktar ftehimiet mal-pajjizi ta’ origini. Dwar dan is-suggett, I-Onor. Stellini gal li x-xoghol ghandu
jkompli minkejja li I-Kkummissjoni Ewropea rrapportat li n-numru ta’ immigranti irregolari li waslu fl-Ewropa
fl-2017 kien aktar baxx minn dak ta’ snin precedenti. Huwa sejjah ghall-implimentazzjoni tal-Valletta Action
Plan, partikolarment il-mizuri relatati mal-kawzi ewlenin tal-migrazzjoni. Waqt is-sessjoni tal-COSAC is-Sur
Kenneth Curmi, research analyst fil-Parlament ta’ Malta, gie appuntat Membru Permanenti tas-Segretarjat
tal-COSAC ghall-perjodu 2018-2019.

L-10 Forum Parlamentari dwar I-Intelligenza u s-Sigurta

L-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia ppartecipa fl-10 Forum Parlamentari dwar I-Intelligenza u s-Sigurta li gie organizzat
f’"Washington fis-7 ta’ Dicembru. Dan il-Forum huwa organizzat mill-Membru tal-Kungress Amerikan u
Chairman tat-Taskforce tal-Kungress dwar it-Terrorizmu u I-Gwerra mhux Konvenzjonali, Robert Pittinger.
L-10 Forum Parlamentari dwar I-Intelligenza u s-Sigurta lagga’ mexxejja governattivi u diplomati¢ci ma’
dawk li jahdmu fil-qgasam tal-intelligenza u I-industrija minn 53 pajjiz, li flimkien iddiskutew I-iffinanzjar tat-
terrorizmu, is-sigurta cibernetika, il-hasil tal-flus u I-kooperazzjoni fl-intelligenza. F'intervent waqt il-Forum,
I-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia tkellem dwar il-futur tal-Ewropa, partikolarment
fid-dawl tal-isfidi tal-migrazzjoni, is-sigurta, ir-radikalizzazzjoni taz-zghazagh u t-terrorizmu. Huwa semma
wkoll iz-zamma tal-unita fl-Unjoni Ewropea minkejja l-isfidi u d-diversita.
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LVIII COSAC

Hon. Edward Zammit Lewis and Hon. David Stellini, Chairman and Member of the Foreign and European
Affairs Committee respectively, took part in the LVIII COSAC which was held in Tallinn, Estonia between 26
and 28 November. This conference gathers chairpersons and members of the European Affairs Committees
of European Union parliaments and was organised within the parliamentary dimension of the Estonian
Presidency of the Council of the European Union. The meeting agenda included various topics, including the
future of Europe, moving the EU closer to the citizen, the Digital Single Market, security in Europe and the
external aspect of migration. In a keynote speech on the subject of migration, Hon. Zammit Lewis referred
to the legal aspects of migration and highlighted the need to increase efforts in the area of readmission,
which requires more agreements with countries of origin. On this same subject, Hon. Stellini stated that
work needs to continue despite European Commission reports that the number of irregular migrants that
arrived in Europe in 2017 was lower than that in previous years. He called for the implementation of the
Valletta Action Plan, particularly its measures related to the root causes of migration. During this session,
COSAC appointed Mr Kenneth Curmi, research analyst at the Maltese Parliament, as Permanent Member
of the COSAC Secretariat for the period 2018-2019.

10th Parliamentary Intelligence-Security Forum

Speaker Anglu Farrugia participated in the 10th Parliamentary Intelligence-Security Forum held in
Washington on 7 December. This Forum is organised by US Congressman and Chairman of the Congressional
Taskforce on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare Robert Pittinger. The 10th Parliamentary Security and
Intelligence Forum brought together government, diplomatic, intelligence and industry leaders from 53
countries to discuss terrorism financing, cyber security, money laundering and intelligence co-operation.
In a contribution during the Forum, Speaker of the House of Representatives Hon. Anglu Farrugia spoke
about the future of Europe, particularly in light of the challenges of migration, security, the radicalisation of
young people and terrorism. Keeping unity within the European Union despite its challenges and diversity
also featured in the contribution.
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Konferenza Parlamentari tal-Organizzazzjoni Dinjija ghall-Kummer¢

L-Ispeaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia, fil-pozizzjoni tieghu bhala Chairperson tal-Ferghat
iz-Zghar tal-Asso¢jazzjoni Parlamentari tal-Commonwealth (CPA), irraprezenta lis-CPA fis-Sessjoni ta’ Buenos
Airo tal-Konferenza Parlamentari dwar |-Organizzazzjoni Dinjija ghall-Kummerc¢ (WTO), li kienet organizzata
mill-Unjoni Inter-Parlamentari (IPU) ul-Parlament Ewropew bl-ghajnuna tal-Kungress Nazzjonalital-Argentina
bejn id-9 u I-10 ta’ Dicembru. L-ghan principali tal-Konferenza hija li tissahhah it-trasparenza esterna tal-
WTO u li din l-organizzazzjoni intergovernmentali ssir kontabbli lejn il-legizlaturi bhala rapprezentanti eletti
tal-poplu. Is-Sessjonijiet tal-Konferenza Parlamentari tigi organizzata kull sena immedjatament qabel il-
Konferenza Ministerjali ghall-WTO, u b’hekk tipprovdi I-legizlaturi b’opportunita li jiksbu informazzjoni dwar
il-progress miksub fil-Konferenza Ministerjali, jinteraggixxu man-negozjaturi tal-gvern u I-uffi¢jali tal-WTO,
jagsmu l-esperjenzi u |I-veduti taghhom ma’ kollegi minn parlamenti ohrajn u jiddjalogaw ma’ rapprezentanti
tas-socjeta civili. Is-sessjoni ta’ din is-sena ffukat fuq il-kummerc¢ multilaterali, specifikament li jitnehhew
l-ostakli ghall-kummeré, aspettattivi ghall-MC11, kif ukoll il-kummeré onlajn, partikolarment I-uzu tal-
kummerc onlajn fost l-intraprizi zghar u medji.

II-Konferenza Parlamentari ntemmet bl-adozzjoni ta’ dokument li heggeg lill-Membri tal-WTO sabiex jaghmlu
kull sforz possibbli halli jiksbu rizultati pozittivi li jikkonsolidaw u jsahhu s-sistema tal-kummer¢ multilaterali,
li I-pedament taghha tkun il-WTO, peress li din ghandha rwol importanti fit-tkabbir tal-ekonomija u l-izvilupp
sostenibbli, kif ukoll fil-holgien tax-xoghol u I-benesseri.
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Parliamentary Conference on the World Trade Organisation

The Speaker of the House of Representatives Hon. Anglu Farrugia, in his capacity as Chairperson of the
Small Branches of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA), represented the CPA in the Buenos
Aires Session of the Parliamentary Conference on the World Trade Organisation (WTO), which was jointly
organised by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the European Parliament with the support of the
National Congress of Argentina between 9 and 10 December. The Conference’s main objective is to enhance
the external transparency of the WTO and make this intergovernmental organization accountable to
legislators as elected representatives of the people. Sessions of the Parliamentary Conference are held
annually on the eve of the WTO Ministerial Conferences so as to provide legislators with an opportunity to
obtain first-hand information on progress made at the Ministerial Conference, interact with government
negotiators and WTO officials, exchange views and experiences with colleagues in other parliaments and
engage in a dialogue with civil society representatives. This year’s session focused on multilateral trade,
specifically on limiting barriers to trade, expectations for the MC11, as well as e-commerce and the
internalization of SMEs.

The Parliamentary Conference ended with the adoption of the Outcome Document urging WTO Members
to make every possible effort to achieve positive results that consolidate and strengthen the multilateral
trading system, with the WTO as its cornerstone, as this plays an important role in promoting global
economic growth and sustainable development, in creating jobs and well-being.
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IL-PARTITI POLITICI FL-EWWEL PARL
UNIONE POLITICA

Qabel inghatat l|-ewwel kostituzzjoni li permezz
taghha Malta setgha jkollha gvern awtonomu, ix-
xena politika Maltija kienet diga wahda pjuttost attiva
bil-formazzjoni u r-riformazzjoni ta’ gruppi politici li
evolvew skont i¢-¢irkostanzi li kienu ged jizviluppaw
matul I-ahhar snin tas-seklu dsatax u I-ewwel deceniji
tas-seklu ghoxrin. Il-partit li kiseb |-akbar popolarita
fis-snin qabel l-elezzjoni ghall-ewwel sistema
legizlattiva bikamerali Maltija kien |-Unione Politica
Maltese (UPM). ll-gazzetti tal-partit kienu Il Corriere
Popolare u Malta. Dan il-partit politiku pprezenta
ruhu ghall-elezzjonijiet nazzjonali tal-1921 bhala
I-Partito Popolare / Unione Politica Maltese. Kien
immexxi minn Mons. Ignazio Panzavecchia, li kien sar
il-mexxej tal-partit madwar 1-1920, u li wasslu ghar-
rebha fl-1921 bhala l-aktar partit b'sahhtu kemm fl-
Assemblea Legizlattiva (AL) fejn irnexxilu jikseb 14-il
siggu jew 43.8% (7,999) tal-voti, u kemm fis-Senat (S)
b'4 siggijiet (minn 7 membri generali). ll-partiti I-ohral i
hargu ghal din l-ewwel elezzjoni ghal gvern awtonomu
kienu: il-Partit Kostituzzjonali (AL: 7 siggijiet — 21.9%,
S: siggu 1), il-Partit Laburista (AL: 7 siggijiet — 21.9%,
S: 2 siggijiet), u I-Partito Democratico Nazionalista (AL:
4 siggijiet — 12.4%, S: ma kkuntestax). Madankollu
[-UPM seta' jikseb biss gvern minoritarju u ghalhekk
kellu bzonn l-appogg biex ikun jista' jiffunzjona b'mod
effettiv. Ghal xi zmien fI-1922 ifforma koalizzjoni mal-
Partit Laburista izda din I-alleanza malajr sfaxxat u
[-UPM kompla jiggverna wahdu sal-1924 meta giet
imsejha I-elezzjoni li jmiss ghall-AL.

Kif wiehed jista' jimmagina I-esponent I-aktar
prominenti tal-partit kien il-mexxej tieghu, Mons.
Ignazio Panzavecchia (1885-1925). Imwieled I-Isla,
fl-1910, hu waqgaf il-grupp politiku bl-isem ta'
Comitato Patriottico. L-ghan tieghu kien i jistinka
ghal kostituzzjoni liberali. Panzavecchia kien jifforma
parti mill-Assemblea Nazzjonali li kienet twaqqfet
biex tahdem fuq abbozz ta’ kostituzzjoni li aktar tard
zviluppa fil-Kostituzzjoni tal-1921. F'dan il-perjodu hu
wagqqafil-partit UPM, lil-ghanijietewlenin tieghu kienu
li jiddefendi |-fidi Kattolika, il-kultura Latina u Ewropea
ta' Malta, u d-drittijiet kostituzzjonali. Meta |-UPM
hareg rebbieh fl-elezzjoni tal-1921, Panzavecchia
ma sarx il-prim ministru — jew kap tal-ministeru, kif
kienet imsejha I|-pozizzjoni dak iz-zmien. Minflok,

okkupa I-kariga ta' senatur mill-1921 sa meta miet
fl-1925. Mizura importanti partikolari li ssuggerixxa
Panzavecchia matul dan iz-zmien kienet I-edukazzjoni
obbligatorja b'xejn. Mons. Ignazio Panzavecchia kien
inhatar kanonku tal-Kapitlu tal-Katidral fI-1902 u kien
ukoll Cavaliere Segreto ghal Papa Piju X u Protonotario
Appostolico.

Membru iehor importanti tal-UPM kien ir-ragel li
kellu jsir l-ewwel prim ministru ta' Malta. Dan kien
Joseph Howard (1862-1925). Howard, li twieled fil-
Belt Valletta, kien industrijalist li zviluppa l-industrija
tat-tabakk f'Malta u kien membru ta' numru ta'
kumitati u kummissjonijiet tal-gvern imwaqqgfa biex
jigu zviluppati I-kummer¢ u l-industrija. Ghal numru ta'
snin Joseph Howard okkupa I|-pozizzjoni ta' president
tas-Socjeta tal-Arti, Manifattura u Kummeré¢, waqt
li kien ukoll il-konslu li jirrapprezenta lill-Gappun
f'Malta. L-esperjenza politika ta' Howard bdiet fl-1912
meta nhatar mill-Comitato Patriottico u gie elett fil-
Kunsill tal-Gvern. Fl-elezzjoni tal-1921 Howard kien
elett senatur ghall-UPM izda mbaghad intghazel bhala
l-ewwel kap tal-ministeru. Dan gara wara li Mons.
Panzavecchia rrifjuta |-pozizzjoni u talab lill-Gvernatur
jaghti din ir-responsabbilta lil Howard. Waqt li kien
prim ministru (1921-1923) Howard serva wkoll bhala
ministru tal-finanzi, id-dwana u I-portijiet. Hu nhatar
ukoll bhala uffi¢jal tal-Imperu Ingliz (OBE) mis-sovran
Ingliz.

F'Ottubru 1923 Francesco Buhagiar (1876-1934) ha
post Howard biex sar it-tieni prim ministru ta' Malta
u serva sa tmiem il-legizlatura fI-1924. Buhagiar, li
twieled il-Qrendi, kien avukat ta' suééess u membru
tal-UPM |i serva wkoll bhala ministru tal-gustizzja
(1922-1924) u aktar 'il quddiem bhala ministru tal-
finanzi, id-dwana u I|-portijiet meta ha f'idejh il-kariga
ta' prim ministru fI-1923. Buhagiar serva wkoll bhala
prim ministru ghall-ewwel xhur tat-tieni legizlatura
sakemm irrizenja biex isir imhallef fil-grati tal-gustizzja
ta' Malta (1924-1934).

L-ispeaker tal-ewwel Parlament Malti kien Edgardo
Arrigo (1870-1937) |li okkupa din il-pozizzjoni bejn
[-1921 u 1-1923. Arrigo kien impjegat tac-cCivil
b'pozizzjoni gholja fl-ufficéju tas-Segretarju Ewlieni

—————————




IL-PARTITI POLITICI FL-EWWEL PARL
UNIONE POLITICA

ghall-Gvern ghal hafna snin matul iz-Zzmien meta
Gerald Strickland kien is-SEG. Minhabba ragunijiet ta'
sahha, Arrigo rtira mill-impjieg mal-gvern u nghagad
ma' kumpanija privata bhala maniger. Ghall-elezzjoni
tal-1921 ipprezenta ruhu bhala parti mill-lista tal-
UPM u wara li kien elett mill-ewwel distrett intghazel
bhala Speaker tal-Assemblea Legizlattiva. Ghalkemm
ma rnexxilux jigi elett fl-elezzjoni tal-1924, hu gie
ko-elett fis-Senat fl-1925 wara |-mewt tal-kap tal-
UPM, Mons. Panzavecchia. Hu kompla jkun involut
fl-affarijiet politi¢ci u amministrattivi Maltin sakemm
miet fI-1937, filwaqt li ghal hafna snin okkupa wkoll
il-pozizzjonijiet ta' president jew vici president tal-
Kamra tal-Kummere¢.

Wara Arrigo, sar Speaker tal-Assemblea Legizlattiva
Salvatore Borg Olivier (1880-1937), li kien diga nhatar
deputat speaker f1-1921, wara li gie elett mis-seba’
distrett mal-lista tal-UPM. Borg Olivier, li kien nutar,
zamm il-pozizzjoni ta' speaker mill-5 ta’ Lulju 1923
sal-1927. Matul il-karriera tieghu fil-politika, in-Nutar
Borg Olivier okkupa wkoll il-pozizzjoni ta' ministru,
senatur, u kap tal-oppozizzjoni.

FI-1926, I-UPM inghagad mal-Partito Democratico
Nazionalista biex sar il-Partit Nazzjonalista.
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Comm. Prof. George Cassar huwa Associate
Professor fl-Istitut ghat-Turizmu, I-lvvjaggar
u I-Kultura tal-Universita ta’ Malta. Huwa
socjologu storiku u pedagogista b’interessi
ta’ ricerka fl-Istorja u s-Socjologija tal-
Edukazzjoni; il-Pedagogija tal-Patrimonju
Kulturali, I-Istorja u I-Istudji Socjali; I-Istorja
tat-Taghlim tal-Istorja; I-Istudju tal-Ordni ta’
San Gwann (SMOM); I-Istorja u I-Kultura ta’
Malta;, il-Patrimonju u I-Kultura; it-Turizmu
Kulturali; u I-Istorja u s-Socjologija tal-Ikel.
Huwa l-awtur jew I-editur ta’ kotba u rivisti
akkademici, u ppubblika ghadd ta’ studiji fil-
gurnali u kapitli f’kotba relatati mal-ogsma
ta’ interess tieghu.
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Before the granting of its first self-government
constitution, the Maltese political scene had already
been quite vibrant with political groupings forming
and re-forming according to the circumstances
developing along the later years of the nineteenth
century and the first decades of the twentieth
century. The party that gained most popularity in the
years leading to the elections for the first Maltese
bicameral legislative structure was the Unione
Politica Maltese (UPM). The party’s newspapers
were |l Corriere Popolare and Malta. This political
party presented itself for the 1921 national elections
as the Partito Popolare / Unione Politica Maltese.
It was led by Mgr Ignazio Panzavecchia who had
become its leader around 1920 and who steered
it to victory in 1921 as the strongest party in both
the Legislative Assembly (LA) where it had managed
to get 14 seats or 43.8% (7,999) of the votes, and
the Senate (S) with 4 seats (from the 7 general
members). The other parties running in these first
self-government elections were: the Constitutional
Party (LA: 7 seats — 21.9%, S: 1 seat), the Labour
Party (LA: 7 seats — 21.9%, S: 2 seats), and the Partito
Democratico Nazionalista (LA: 4 seats — 12.4%, S: did
not contest). The UPM however could only achieve
a minority government and thus it needed support
to be able to function effectively. For some time in
1922 it went into coalition with the Labour Party but
this alliance soon failed and the UPM continued to
govern on its own until 1924 when the next elections
for the LA were called.

The party’s most prominent exponent was of course
its leader, Mgr Iganzio Panzavecchia (1885-1925).
Born in Senglea, in 1910 he had set up the political
group called Comitato Patriottico. Its aim was to
strive for a liberal constitution. Panzavecchia formed
part of the National Assembly that had been set up
to work on a draft constitution, which later evolved
into the Constitution of 1921. At about this time he
launched the UPM whose main objectives were to
defend the Catholic faith, Malta’s Latin and European
culture, and constitutional rights. When the UPM
emerged as the winner of the 1921 elections, he did
not become prime minister — or head of ministry as
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the position was called at the time. Instead he sat as
senator from 1921 until his death in 1925. During this
time, one important measure which Panzavecchia
supported was free compulsory education. Mgr
Ignazio Panzavecchia had been appointed canon of
the Cathedral Chapter in 1902 and was also Cavaliere
Segreto to Pope Pius X and Protonotario Appostolico.

Another important member of the UPM was the
man that was to become the first prime minister of
Malta. He was Joseph Howard (1862-1925). Howard,
born in Valletta, was an industrialist who developed
the tobacco industry in Malta and sat on a number
of government committees and commissions set up
to develop commerce and industry. For a number
of years Joseph Howard occupied the position of
president of the Society of Arts, Manufacture and
Commerce, while he also represented Japan as
its consul in Malta. Howard’s political experience
began in 1912 when he was nominated by the
Comitato Patriottico and was elected in the Council
of Government. In the 1921 elections Howard was
elected senator for the UPM but was then chosen to
be the first head of ministry. This came about as Mgr
Panzavecchia on declining that position, asked the
Governor to give this responsibility to Howard. While
he was prime minister (1921-1923) Howard also
served as minister of finance, customs and ports. He
was also made an officer of the British Empire (OBE)
by the British sovereign.

In October 1923 Francesco Buhagiar (1876-1934)
replaced Howard to become the second prime
minister of Malta and served until the end of the
legislature in 1924. The Qrendi-born Buhagiar was an
accomplished lawyer and a member of the UPM who
also served as minister of justice (1922-1924) and
later as minister of finance, customs and ports when
he took over the premiership from 1923. Buhagiar
also served as prime minister for the first months of
the second legislature until he resigned to become a
judge in the Maltese law courts (1924-1934).

The speaker of the first Maltese parliament was
Edgardo Arrigo (1870-1937) who occupied this
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position between 1921 and 1923. Arrigo was for
many years a civil servant with a high position in the
office of the Chief Secretary to Government during
the time when Gerald Strickland was CSG. Due to ill
health, Arrigo retired from government employment
and joined a private firm as manager. For the 1921
elections he presented himself on the UPM list and
was elected from the first district. Arrigo and chosen
as speaker of the Legislative Assembly. While not
managing to get elected in the 1924 elections, he
was co-opted to the Senate in 1925 on the death of
the UPM leader, Mgr Panzavecchia. He continued to
be involved in Maltese political and administrative
affairs until his death in 1937, while for many years
he also occupied the positions of president or vice-
president of the Chamber of Commerce.

FollowingArrigoasspeakerofthe Legislative Assembly
there was Salvatore Borg Olivier (1880-1937) who in
1921, after being elected from the seventh district
with the UPM, had been appointed deputy speaker.
Borg Oliver, a notary by profession, kept his position
as speaker from 5 July 1923 to 1927. During his career
in politics Notary Borg Olivier also held the position
of minister, senator and leader of the opposition.

The UPM merged with the Partito Democratico
Nazionalista in 1926 to become the Partit
Nazzjonalista.

Comm. Prof. George Cassar is Associate
Professor in the Institute for Tourism,
Travel and Culture of the University of
Malta. He is a historical sociologist and
pedagogist with research interests in the
History and Sociology of Education; the
Pedagogy of Heritage, History and Social
Studies; the History of History Teaching;
the Study of the Order of St John (SMOM);
the History and Culture of Malta,; Heritage
and Culture; Cultural Tourism; and the
History and Sociology of Food. He is the
author or editor of books and academic
journals, and has published numerous
papers in journals and chapters in books
related to his areas of interest.
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EFEMERA STAMPATA DWAR IL-POLITIKA F’MALT.

Din hija t-tieni karikatura politika minn tnejn kontra Gerald
Strickland, wara li I-ewwel wahda dehret fil-harga 17 ta' dan il-
perjodiku. Mhuwiex maghruf jekk kinux gew prodotti xi karikaturi
ohra bl-istess stil ghall-elezzjoni generali tal-1932.

Filwaqt li I-ewwel satira politika enfasizzat il-perikli li kienu megjusa
li se taffaccja Malta jekk Strickland ikun elett, b'mod partikolari
fid-dawl tal-passat tieghu bhala kritiku gawwi u bla kantunieri tal-
gerarkija Kattolika f'Malta, it-tieni wahda rreferiet ghall-metodi bla
skrupli li allegatament kien lest li juza biex jirbah I-elezzjoni akkost
ta' kollox. L-avversarji ta' Strickland kemme-il darba pingew il-gid tal-
familja tieghu bhala mezz li permezz tieghu kien ged jaghmel favuri
lill-Maltin, biex b'hekk Strickland u I-Partit Kostituzzjonali tieghu
saru attraenti ghall-klassi tal-haddiema, li normalment kienet
tiddependi aktar fuq l-infig tal-gvern Ingliz f'Malta ghall-ghajxien
taghha. ll-karikatura mhijiex iffirmata izda tixbah hafna l-istil ta' dik
precedenti u ghalhekk x'aktarx li hija wkoll ix-xoghol ta' ‘TINA'. 1d-
dags u I-kwalita tal-karta huma wkoll |-istess. Din turi lil Strickland
jipprova jinganna lil Malti jivvutalu permezz ta' maskra bi tbissima
u offerta ta' tixhim. Bid-dizonesta tieghu Strickland jahseb i jista'
jidhak bil-Malti u sahansitra bhax-xitan jikseb I-erwieh taghhom
permezz ta' offerta ta' flus (‘I mazzun jghamel ghal lixcka, u il ghain
tghama bid-duhhan; Jen bil-Flus I'imbierca ruhcom Ingiorilkom
bhax-xitan.). Izda I-Maltin ghorrief mhumiex se jigu mqgarrga mill-
konfoffar ta' Strickland u, filwaqt li forsi jiehdu I-flus ta' Strickland,
se jivvutaw skont il-kuxjenza taghhom (‘Sur Geraldu ket tizbalia!
Ahna il choll nafu narau; Ghal chemm ahna gbarna flusec Chif
jidrilna niv-votau.’). Huwa interessanti I-fatt li I-borza ta' flus f'id
Strickland hija mmarkata scudi, il-munita |-gadima tal-Ordni ta'
San Gwann f'Malta, izda meta tinghata lill-votant Malti ssir pounds,
shillings u pence tal-Inglizi. [I-Maltin anzjani bagghu jirreferu ghall-
munita tal-Ordni, perezempju d-disa’ rbghajja u t-tmintax irbieghi | = 1

sal-1972 meta |-munita Ingliza antika giet dimonetizzata u saret il- ' .
bidla ghad-dec¢imalizzazzjoni.

L-ghan ta’ din is-serje huwa li jitfa’ dawl fuq ir-rwol ta’ efemera stampata fix-xena politika Maltija bejn it-
tieni nofs tas-seklu dsatax u I-ewwel nofs tas-seklu ghoxrin. Access akbar ghall-facilitajiet tal-istampar, zieda
gradwali fir-rati tal-litterizmu u I-gharfien li parti sostanzjali tal-elettorat tista’ tintlahaq biss permezz tal-uzu
tal-lingwa Maltija, kollha kkontribwew ghaz-Zieda fl-uzu ta’ materjal stampat fil-lingwa popolari u wkoll fl-
uzu ta’ xbihat vizwali, I-aktar fil-forma ta’ karikaturi satirici. ll-materjal li ged jigi riprodott hawn huwa parti
mill-kollezzjoni privata tal-awtur.

Prof. William Zammit huwa I-Kap tad-Dipartiment tax-Xjenzi tal-Librerija, I-Informazzjoni u I-Arkivji fl-
Universita ta’ Malta u I-President tal-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Arkivji. Huwa ppubblika ghadd kbir ta’ kitbiet
dwar aspetti differenti tal-istorja tal-kotba u l-istampar f’Malta kif ukoll dwar diversi ogsma relatati mal-
komunikazzjoni orali, vizwali u bil-miktub f’Malta fiz-Zzminijiet moderni bikrin. L-ahhar ktieb tieghu jgib
I-isem Kissing the Gallows: A Cultural History of Crime, Torture and Punishment in Malta, 1600-1798 (Malta:
BDL, 2016).
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VTED EPHEMERA ABOUT POLITICS IN MALTA

This is the second of two anti-Gerald Strickland political cartoons, the
first of which was featured in issue 17 of this periodical. It is not known
if any other cartoons in the same style were produced for the 1932
general election.

While the first political satire emphasized the perceived dangers
that Strickland’s election to power would present to Malta,
particularly in view of his previous record as an outspoken critic
of the Catholic hierarchy in Malta, the second one referred to his
alleged unscrupulous methods through which he was ready to win
the election at all costs. Strickland’s family wealth was often depicted
by his adversaries as a means through which favours were bestowed
on the Maltese, thus making Strickland and his Constitutional Party
appeal to the working class, which generally also more dependent
upon the British government’s spending in Malta for its livelihood.
The cartoon is unsigned but very much in the style of the previous
one and hence likely to have also been the work of ‘TINA". The paper
size and quality are also identical. It shows Strickland trying to dupe
a Maltese into voting for him through a smiling mask and the offer of
a bribe. The devious Strickland thinks that he could fool the Maltese
and even procure their souls like the devil through the offer of cash
(‘I mazzun jghamel ghal lixcka, u il ghain tghama bid-duhhan; Jen bil-
Flus I'imbierca ruhcom Ingiorilkom bhax-xitan.’). The smart Maltese,
however, will not be taken in by Strickland’s machinations and, while
they might take Strickland’s money, they will vote as their conscience
dictates (‘Sur Geraldu ket tizbalia! Ahna il choll nafu narau; Ghal
5 chemm ahna gbarna flusec Chif jidrilna niv-votau.’). Interestingly, the
- bagof money held by Strickland is marked in scudi, the old currency of
the Order of St John in Malta, but it becomes British pounds, shillings
and pence when handed over to the Maltese voter. The older Maltese
continued to refer to the Order’s currency, such as the ‘disa’ rbghajja’
and ‘tmintax irbieghi’ down to the demonetization of the old British
currency and the switch over to decimalization in 1972.

The aim of this series is to highlight the role of printed ephemera in the Maltese political arena between
the second half of the nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth. Greater accessibility to printing
facilities, a gradual increase in literacy rates and a growing realization that a substantial part of the electorate
could only be reached through the use of the Maltese language, all contributed towards an ever-greater use
of printed matter in the language of the people and also in the utilization of visual imagery, mostly in the form
of satirical cartoons. The material being reproduced here consists of originals from the author’s collection.

Prof. William Zammit is the Head of the Department of Library, Information and Archive Sciences
at the University of Malta and the President of the National Archives Council. He has published
extensively on various aspects of Maltese book and printing history as well as on various areas
related to oral, visual and written communication in early modern Malta. His latest book is Kissing the
Gallows: A Cultural History of Crime, Torture and Punishment in Malta, 1600-1798 (Malta: BDL, 2016).
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