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DISKUSSJONI DWAR L-EWTANASJA F’PAJJIŻNA – KONTINWAZZJONI

THE CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Godfrey Farrugia):  Illum se nkomplu bid-diskussjoni tagħna dwar l-ewtanasja.  Il-ħsieb tagħna hu li wara din il-laqgħa nlaqqgħu l-Kumitat għal darb’oħra sabiex nisimgħu x’għandhom xi jgħidu l-Medical Council u l-Għaqda Studenti tal-Liġi.  U b’hekk inkunu għalaqna l-firxa ta’ konsultazzjonijiet min-naħa ta’ dan il-Kumitat dwar il-kwestjoni tal-ewtanasja.  Wara li nkunu smajna lil kulħadd għandu jitħejja rapport li se npoġġuh fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra.  

ONOR. PAULA MIFSUD BONNICI:  Il-lista li għandna hija waħda konklussiva jew fadal xi oħrajn li jridu jiġu mistiedna?  Qiegħda nagħmel din il-mistoqsija għax xtaqt nissuġġerixxi persuna oħra.  Fil-fatt qiegħda nirriferi għas-Sur Bjorn Formosa li wkoll kien esprima ruħu fuq dan is-suġġett.  Nistgħu nniżżluh fil-lista? 

THE CHAIRPERSON:  Tajjeb, ninkluduh ukoll mal-lista tagħna.  Bħala l-mistieden tagħna llum għandna magħna lill-Imam Mohammad Elsadi u għaldaqstant nilqgħu fostna.  Ma nafx jekk iniex sejjer żball imma naħseb li din hija l-ewwel okkażjoni tiegħek, Imam Elsadi, fil-Parlament Malti.  U allura hija ferħa doppja għalina li llum qiegħed magħna sabiex twasslilna l-fehmiet tiegħek fuq dan is-suġġett.  Qabel ngħaddilek il-kelma nixtieq ninfurmak li għandek madwar 10 minuti sabiex tressaq il-preżentazzjoni tiegħek u nixtieq ngħidlek ukoll li din il-laqgħa qiegħda tiġi streamed live fuq il-websajt tal-Parlament kif ukoll fuq l-istazzjon televiżiv tal-Parlament.  F’idejk.

MR IMAM MOHAMMED ELSADI (Muslim spiritual leader in Malta):  Grazzi tal-istedina.  Jien se nispjega l-istand tal-Islam dwar l-ewtanasja u jekk ma jimpurtax se nitkellem bl-Ingliż. 

Islam teaches that life and death is in the hands of Allah.  He gives life and takes life.  Nobody knows exactly when, where and how he is going to die.  Allah decides how long each person will live.  The Qur’an says “Nor can a soul die, except by Allah’s leave, the term being fixed as by writing”.  Another verse of the Qur’an says “and when their term expires, they would not be able to delay it for a single hour, nor can they bring it forward by a single hour.”  

Suicide by any means is forbidden by Allah and it is a sin punishable by Him.  The Qur’an says: “Do not kill yourselves, surely Allah is ever merciful to you.”  Prophet Mohammad Peace Be Unto Him said; “Amongst the nations before you there was a man who suffered a wound and growing impatient (with its pain) he took a knife and cut his hand with it and the blood did not stop till he died.  Allah said; “my slave hurried to bring death upon himself so I have forbidden him to enter paradise.””

Also the Prophet PBUH said; “Whosoever kills himself with a piece of iron (weapon) will have that piece in his hand and will be stabbing his stomach with it in Hell forever, abiding eternally therein.  Anyone who drinks poison and kills himself will be drinking it in the fire of Hell forever, abiding eternally therein.  Anyone who throws himself from the top of a mountain to kill himself, will be throwing himself down in the Fire of Hell forever, abiding eternally therein. 

Man should not kill himself or ask anybody to kill him or to assist him to die, whatever the circumstance may be.  No person has the right to die volontarily as man does not possess his own soul, to take it or ask anybody else to take it.  The Qur’an says; “To Allah we belong and to Him we shall return”.  

Killing a person according to his request or by his permission is a crime and a major sin in Islam.  The Qur’an says; “Do not take life which Allah made sacred, except by way of justice.”  

Euthanasia, merciful death for this or ending the life of a patient suffering from severe deformity or a hopeless incurable condition or a terminal transmissible disease or severe unbearable pain is not permitted in Islam.  It is considered an act of killing and is a crime punishable by Islamic law and punishable by Allah on the hereafter.  According to the Islamic teachings neither the patient nor his family have the right to request euthanasia.  Doctors should not take part in terminating the life of a patient, even if it is at the patient’s own request or of his family or his guardians’ request.  Death should be naturally as ordained by Allah.

Some Muslim scholars stated that if specialised credible doctors are certain that the medication of certain patients is useless, then the suspension of medical treatment may be permissible.  Under such conditions the basic human rights of hydration, nutrition and pain relief cannot be withheld.  If a patient is medically presumed dead through what is known as brain death, the switching off of the life support machines is permissible.  While turning off a life support machine is allowed, hastening death by any means is not allowed as this would equate to euthansia.   

Islam considers life as a test.  In the Qur’an Allah says; “we shall make a trial of you with bad and with good”.  While Islam commands Muslims to seek treatment because Allah has made a cure for every illness as the prophet PBUH explained, Islam urges the patients to endure and tolerate their sufferings.  The Qur’an says; “bear with patient constancy whatever befalls you’”. 

Patience according to the teaching of Islam is a way of purification and forgiveness.  The Prophet PBUH said; “If a Muslim is afflicted by hardship, sickness, sadness, concern or harm, even the pain of a thorn, Allah will compensate for it with forgiveness for his sins.  It is a way of purification and forgiveness.  Also it is a way for accumulating more rewards from Allah.  The Qur’an says; “Those who patiently persevere will truly receive a reward without measure.”

Prophet Mohammed forbade Muslims to wish for death to put an end to their sufferings.  He said none of you should wish for death because of a calamity that has befallen him, but if it is unavoidable to do so, let him say; “O Allah! Make me live as long as life is better for me and make me die if death is better for me.  

In brief this is the stand of Islam regarding sickness, euthanasia and suicide. 
 
THE CHAIRPERSON:  Am I understanding properly that this thinking is very similar to the teachings of the Catholic Church?

MR IMAM MOHAMMED ELSADI:  I do not have the knowledge on the Catholic’s stand. ...  

THE CHAIRPERSON:  From what we heard in this Committee, it looks very similar. 

ONOR. PAULA MIFSUD BONNICI:  We had a lot of professionals and doctors speaking in this Committee and practically they all said the same thing.  So presumably it is based on what the Qur’an says.  However was there also a medical expertise in this paper?

MR IMAM MOHAMMED ELSADI:  There is a council of scholars that discusses these topics, and I am sure that most of them agreed on these special cases which I mentioned here in my paper.  However they are still in discussion as not all scholars agreed on such cases as this is a new issue.  However, to my knowledge, most of them agreed on these two cases I mentioned.   

THE CHAIRPERSON:  We thank you for preparing this impact study that will surely help us formulate a better document when we come to compile all the information on euthanasia. 

MR IMAM MOHAMMED ELSADI:  I hope that the Committee and Parliament will consider the religious stand of Islam and other religions because this will help people to put their mind at rest when it comes to the conformity between the laws and the religion as there will be no contradiction between their faith and the laws which govern society.   Thank you very much for the invitation.

THE CHAIRPERSON:  I thank you for giving us your stand on this matter.  I would like to pass one last comment from my own perspective; for me euthanasia is not a human right.
MR IMAM MOHAMMED ELSADI:  I have read your perspective in the papers and I am glad to hear it again.

THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you very much. 

Fis-7:07 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data u b’aġenda li kellhom jiġu komunikati aktar tard.











