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PRESS RELEASE BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Delegation of the Maltese Parliament participates in the Inter-Parliamentary Conference on 

Stability, Economic Coordination and Governance in the EU 

 

Chairman of the Economic and Financial Affairs Committee of the Maltese House of Representatives 

Emanuel Mallia is currently leading the delegation of the Maltese Parliament participating in the 

Inter-Parliamentary Conference on Stability, Economic Coordination and Governance in the EU, 

which is being held in Tallinn on 30-31 October under the Parliamentary Dimension of the Estonian 

Presidency of the Council of the EU. Emanuel Mallia is accompanied by MP Ivan Bartolo. 

 

The Inter-Parliamentary Conference on Stability, Economic Coordination and Governance is held 

every six months and brings together national parliamentarians from the national parliaments of EU 

Member States to discuss economic and financial issues with political representatives and high-level 

senior officials from important institutions such as the European Commission, the OECD and 

Member States’ central banks. Topics on the agenda include: the future of the EMU; national reforms, 

financial assistance and investment programmes; collecting taxes efficiently; and future challenges 

for the EU budget. 

 

Mallia spoke in the third session on collecting taxes efficiently. He called on the European 

Commission to take into account the different characteristics of the Member States when drafting 

legislative proposals on taxation issues. He argued that Malta agrees with fair taxation and enhanced 

transparency; however, fiscal sovereignty must be safeguarded at all costs because direct taxation 

issues fall under the Member States’ national competence. Mallia asked the Commission 

representative how the Commission intends to create a balance between increasing efficiency in tax 

administration on the one hand and upholding Member States’ fiscal sovereignty on the other. The 

Commission representative replied that it is true that the Commission must act within the limits of 

the Treaties and respect fiscal sovereignty; however, Member States are in a Union and the system 

needs to work efficiently for the Union. The Commission intends to introduce a digital CCCTB, that 

is, a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base in the digital economy, because the current tax 

system is not fair for all businesses and individuals. 

 

Bartolo took part in the discussion held in the last session on a changing Union and the challenges 

this represents for the EU’s budget. Bartolo argued in favour of keeping Member States’ contributions 

to the EU budget high, or even slightly higher in order to compensate for the loss of income resulting 

from the UK’s withdrawal from the EU in a few years’ time. It is important to refrain from taking 

short-sighted decisions which are easier to make in the short-term but which can be detrimental in the 

long run. The EU budget complements national budgets—it finances large-scale projects focused on 

adding value at the European level which the Member States cannot finance on their own. 
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Furthermore, it yields positive results well beyond the economic sphere—it has an overall positive 

impact on political stability and social cohesion in the entire EU territory which cannot be quantified 

in sums. In his final remarks, Commissioner Oettinger fully subscribed to Bartolo’s arguments, 

reiterating that the EU budget creates beneficial outcomes in terms of social cohesion and stability in 

the EU as a whole.  

 

The next Inter-Parliamentary Conference on Stability, Economic Coordination, and Governance in 

the EU will take place in the beginning of 2018 at the European Parliament in Brussels under the 

Parliamentary Dimension of the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the EU. 

  

 


