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Background

The rotating Presidency of the Council of the European Union is held by the EU Member States for six months according to a list established by the Council. During this period the Government of the Member State holding the Presidency will chair the Council meetings, with some being held in Brussels and others in the Presidency Member State. In parallel, the national parliament of the Presidency state organises a number of meetings which are collectively referred to as the parliamentary dimension of the EU Presidency.

A number of the meetings of the parliamentary dimension are statutory and thus need to be organised by each Presidency. In addtion to these statutory meetings, the parliamentary committees might choose to organise Chairpersons’ meetings on specific issues.

Both the COSAC Chairpersons meeting and the COSAC plenary meeting are statutory meetings and established according to rules of procedure that are published in the EU Journal (2011/C 229/01). The COSAC Chairperson was held for the first time by the French National Assembly in 1989 and has been hosted since in the country hosting the Presidency.

COSAC meeting are also administratively backed by a Secretariat that is responsible for communication and preparing certain documentation (including the COSAC bi-annual report).

The Social Affairs Committee, in its meeting of the 28th June 2016, indicated its interest  in organising such a meeting during the Maltese Presidency; the area suggested during the meeting was “Poverty and Social Exclusion”. This brief is aimed at suggesting the theme/s that could be placed on the agenda of a meeting of the Chairpersons of the Social Affairs Committees.

Once the Foreign and European Affairs agrees on the outline of the meeting it will be presented to the Speaker for his approval. Any subsequent development of the agenda will nonetheless be possible as long as it remains relevant to the approved outline. 

This outline is being circulated to the Foreign and European Affairs for their feedback.

Troika
The composition of Troika is made up of the chairpersons of the European Affairs Committees of the current, previous and next Presidencies and the European Parliament. Troika meetings are held in advance to the COSAC Chairpersons meetings. Troika meetings are chaired by the Chairperson of the European Affairs Committee hosting the Presidency. The agenda of Troika usually follow the same pattern and the items of the agenda do not usually change from one Troika to another. The aim of Troika meetings focus most on procedural issues. (Please see below the draft Troika Agenda)


COSAC Chairpersons meeting
One of the aims of the Chairpersons meeting is to do preparatory work for the COSAC plenary. Therefore there is a section of the meeting dedicated to procedural issues including adopting the agenda of the COSAC pleanary and the approval of the outline of the bi-annual report.

Session I
Priorities of Malta Presidency in the EU and the implications of the UK referendum on the future of the EU
It has been a customary practice during the past COSAC Chairpersons meetings that the 1st session of the COSAC Chairpersons meeting deals with the introduction to the EU priorities of the Presidency. It is usually the Minister responsible for EU Affairs of the hosting country to address the delegates.

Given the latest development, following to the British referendum on June 23, it is being foreseen that Brexit will be high on the agenda in January 2017. Therefore it is being proposed that the implications of the UK eventual withdrawal to the EU and the development so far of negotiations between the EU and the UK will be discussed.

Session II
National Parliaments’ Priorities from the European Commission Work Programme 2017
Following to a report compiled by a specialised working group and a COSAC working group meeting during the Luxembourg Presidency in October 2015 there has been  an appeal to national parliament to better scrutinise the European Commission Work Programme. Item 1.3 of the final Contributions of the LV COSAC, The Hague 12-14 June 2016 state as follows;
‘COSAC invites the future Presidency Parliaments in every first half of the year, assisted by the COSAC Secretariat, to compile an annual overview of Parliaments’ priorities from the Commission Work Programme based on the data received from each national Parliament, to share this overview amongst all Parliaments/Chambers and send it to EU institutions.’

It is being therefore proposed that the session of the COSAC Chairpersons will be dedicated to the European Commission Work Programme. Speakers proposed for this session are 

1. Mr Timmermans First Vice President of the European Commission responsible for interinstitutional relations including relations between the European Commission and National Parliaments.
2. The Head of Delegation of the European Parliament 
3. Mr Malik Azmani Chairman of the Standing Committee on European Affairs Tweede Kamer (Lower House of the Dutch Parliament). The Dutch Parliament have an experience in this field and have done scrutiny of the European Commission Work Programme for a number of years. The Dutch standing Committee is one of the best Committees in sharing best practice.


Draft Agenda

Meeting of the Presidential Troika of COSAC
Valletta, 22 January 2017

18:00 – 19:00
Venue – Excelsior Hotel, Great Siege Road, Floriana

1. Adoption of the agenda of the Presidential Troika meeting of COSAC
2. Approval of the draft programme of the meeting of the Chairpersons of COSAC
3. Debate on the draft programme for the LVII COSAC
4. Approval of the outline of the 27th Bi-annual Report of COSAC
5. Letter received by the Presidency
6. Any other business























Meeting of the Chairpersons of COSAC
Valletta, 22-23 January 2017
Draft Programme

Sunday 22 January 2017
 (
Meeting of the Presidential Troika of COSAC
17.30
Departure from hotels
18.00-19.00
Meeting of the Presidential Troika
Excelsior Hotel, Great Siege Road, Floriana
19.00
Departure for dinner
)14.00 – 19.00	Arrival of delegations and registration for the meeting at the hotels






19.00		Departure by bus from the hotels
19.30	Dinner hosted by the Hon. Luciano Busuttil, Chairman of the Foreign and European Affairs Standing Committee
Around 22.00	Return to the hotels by bus

Monday 23 January 2017
8.00		Departure by buses to the Excelsior Hotel, Great Siege Road, Floriana.
8.30		Opening of the meeting
Welcome address by the Hon. Anglu Farrugia, Speaker of the Kamra tad-Deputati
Introductory remarks by the Hon. Luciano Busuttil, Chairman of the Foreign and European Affairs
Adoption of the agenda
9.00		Priorities of the Maltese Presidency of the Council of the European Union
		Keynote Speaker: Hon. Louis Grech, Deputy Prime Minister of Malta (tbc)
		Speaker: Representative of the Council (tbc)
		Debate
10.00		Procedural issues and miscellaneous matters
		 - Briefing on the results of the Presidential Troika of COSAC
		 - Draft agenda of the LVII COSAC
		 - Outline of the 27th Bi-annual Report of COSAC
		 - Letters received by the Presidency
		Debate
10.45		Coffee Break
11.15	Discussion on the European Commission Work Programme 2017
Speaker: Head of Delegation of the European Parliament (tbc)
Speaker: Mr Malik Azmani Chairman of the Standing Committee on European Affairs Tweede Kamer (Lower House of the Dutch Parliament) (tbc)
Keynote Speaker: Frans Timmermans First Vice President of the European Commission and the European Commissioner for Better Regulation, Inter-Institutional Relations, Rule of Law and Charter of Fundamental Rights (tbc)
Debate
13.15	Closing remarks by the Hon. Luciano Busuttil, Chairman of the Foreign and European Affairs
13:30		Family Photo and Lunch
15.00	Departure of delegations










	






For more information please contact:


Mr Ian Paul Bajada
Research Analyst
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