From: Vella Philip at MEIB [mailto:philip.c.vella@gov.mt] 
Sent: 10 June 2014 15:17
To: Scerri Eleanor at Parlament-MT
Cc: Buttigieg Scicluna Maria at MEIB; Abela Joseph at MEIB; Costa Louis at MEIB; Micallef Jan at MaltaRep; Abela Pauline at Parlament-MT; Vella John at Parlament-MT
Subject: RE: National parliaments on mixity of FTAs

Good afternoon Eleanor

Kindly note that we have consulted internally on the matter in question and would like to inform you that the Ministry acknowledges that some areas covered by a number of trade agreements remain a competence of the Member States. Beyond that, it could also be in the interest of the MS Parliaments to know what is being discussed even if there was no MS competence.

On the access of documents by the MS Parliaments, the Ministry could also agree to provide access to documents in Parliament. Looking ahead, however there shall be strict conditions in relation to confidentiality of the documents, including putting in place restrictions on how the documents could be viewed and in which fora they could be discussed. For example, discussions cannot be broadcasted and access to documents would have to be restricted to those strictly needing to view the documents. A suggested way forward would be to have a code of practice at EU level on how to deal with this issue within the MS. 

It would be highly appreciated to receive the position of the Chairman presiding the Foreign and European Affairs Committee (FEAC). Subsequently we will bring the position to the attention of the Hon. Minister Dr. Cardona for his position and guidance on the matter. Thanks. 

Best regards,

	
Philip Vella
Research Analyst
EU Affairs Directorate
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