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PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER 

 

The NSTF Mini-European Assembly 2016 convenes at the House of Representatives 

 

The Final Session of this year’s edition of the NSTF Mini-European Assembly convened at the 

House of Representatives. Young students discussed matters related to the theme ‘Living in the 

Digital Age, and How to protect our cyber rights?’   

 

Deputy Speaker Ċensu Galea presided over the final session of the NSTF Mini-European 

Assembly. In his address the Deputy Speaker held that the digitalization of our daily lives generates 

opportunities as well as challenges. Whereas opportunities could lead to increased economic and 

social development worldwide, through increased access to the internet, challenges result from the 

abuse and the conduct of illicit activities on the web. The 2001 European Convention is regarded as 

the first international treaty on crimes committed via the internet, including, infringements of 

copyright, computer-related fraud, child pornography and violations of network security. To date, 

European action calls for the establishment of common minimum requirements for Network and 

Information Systems, enhanced cooperation in the digital and security fields across EU Member 

States, and enhanced cooperation between State and private sector entities. 

 

The preservation of open, free and secure cyberspace for all is a global challenge that requires 

global mechanisms.  The Deputy Speaker recalled Malta’s appeal, at the 2015 UN High Level 

Meeting 10 years since the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS+10), that the legal 

concept of the Common Heritage of Mankind should also be applicable to the digital sphere and to 

online communication.  This notion implies that the internet should not be considered as a no man’s 

land, but a sphere that should be equally shared by all.  

 

Ċensu Galea acknowledged that any action taken by States to enhance cyber security should take 

cognizance of the individual’s fundamental rights and freedoms. Henceforth, Governments need to 

strike the right balance between freedom of expression, access to information and privacy, on the 

one hand, and the necessity to protect citizens, state institutions and infrastructures from criminal 

activities. 

 

The Final Session of the Mini-European Assembly was also addressed by Dr Antonio Ghio, 

President of the Malta IT Law Association, and Mr Steve Purser, Head of Core Operations, 

European Union Agency for Network and Information Security (ENISA). 

 

Deputy Speaker Ċensu Galea presented to Mr Francis Stivala, Secretary-General, National Student 

Travel Foundation (NSTF), Parliament’s sponsorship towards this event. 

 


