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PRESS RELEASE BY THE PARLIAMENT OF MALTA  

 

Maltese parliamentary delegation participates in the chairpersons’ meeting on Human 

Trafficking in the Digital Age  

 

On the 13
th

 and 14
th

 March 2016, a Maltese delegation composed of Manuel Mallia and Francis 

Zammit Dimech attended a meeting on Human Trafficking in the Digital Age organised within the 

framework of the parliamentary dimension of the Dutch EU Presidency. 

The first part of the meeting focused on different forms of human trafficking and how the role of 

online communication, such as the use of social media and the dark web, are continuing to provide 

trafficking groups with novel and more specialised ways to obfuscate identity and lure victims. 

Although presenting a number of challenges, the members present identified various online and 

technological tools that transform the internet into a key investigative partner to prevent and combat 

sexual and labour trafficking amongst others. Participants recognized that apart from judicial and 

police cooperation, it is also important to engage with private sector specialists from the digital 

field. Furthermore, the role of inter-parliamentary cooperation was highlighted as a pivotal 

component to complement national and regional efforts to prevent, track down and prosecute 

criminal groups and individuals. Taking the floor, Manuel Mallia questioned the possibility to 

include the use of labour tribunals when prosecuting human traffickers for labour exploitation.  

 

The second part of the day addressed migration and the ongoing humanitarian crisis unfolding in 

Europe and neighbouring states. Human trafficking and migration are somewhat distinct in scope 

and outcome, nonetheless the meeting underlined that they constitute a parallel reality in the virtual 

world. Using the internet to attract vulnerable groups, smugglers are turning to social media to 

promote their business and provide important information to prospective clients searching for a 

better life in Europe. Members agreed that a holistic approach needs to include a multitude of legal 

and technological tools. Yet still, the role of shared responsibility between Member States was 

highlighted as a pivotal component for a sustainable and manageable migratory flow. Addressing 

members present, Francis Zammit Dimech underlined the urgent need to identify and address the 

root causes leading to increased migration. Furthermore, Francis Zammit Dimech reiterated the 

importance for European states to recognise the necessity to boost cooperation and uphold the 

European Union’s core principles of solidarity and shared responsibility.  

 

 

 

 

 


