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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Parliamentary Secretary Justyne Caruana addresses the PAM 3
rd

 High-Level debate on 

Migration, Inter-Cultural Dialogue and Social Issues 

 

On 19th February 2016 Parliamentary Secretary Justyne Caruana, Head of the Maltese Delegation 

to PAM, intervened during the PAM 3rd High-Level debate on Migration, Inter-Cultural Dialogue 

and Social Issues held in Tirana, Albania, focusing on migration in the Mediterranean region, and 

spoke extensively on the local situation and developments experienced during the past couple of 

years.  

 

Recounting the country’s relationship with migratory flows, Caruana explained that since 2002 

Malta experienced a constant flow of irregular migrants trying to reach the island’s shore for 

protection and a new beginning.  Recognising that arrivals have been on the low count since 2014, 

this does not however reduce the number of asylum applications lodged with the Maltese 

government and respective authorities. Malta’s ratio of asylum seekers in proportion to population 

has consistently been among the highest, and very often the highest, among all EU Member States.  

 

In fact, Malta received a total of 20.2 asylum applications per 1,000 inhabitants between 2009 and 

2013, compared to an EU average of 2.9. In the context of a country of 316 square kilometres and a 

population of just over 400,000, she highlighted that such an influx has significant repercussions in 

terms of resources and accommodation logistics, as well as in relation to other key aspects, 

including international protection, integration as well as the return of those found not to be 

deserving of international protection. 

 

Caruana turned her attention to Malta’s role in the regional arena and referred to the 2015 Valletta 

Summit, which marked an important development between European and third country dialogue. 

The EU-Africa Summit, held in Valletta, Malta on 11-12 November 2015 brought together 

European and African Heads of State and Government in an effort to strengthen cooperation and 

address the current challenges, but also the opportunities of migration. It recognized that migration 

is a shared responsibility of countries of origin, transit and destination. Furthermore, the political 

declaration recognized that a comprehensive approach is necessary to boost sustainable economic, 

social and environmental development and to ensure that human beings can fulfil their potential to 

live in dignity and equality.  

 

In conclusion, she Caruana stated that: ‘‘Malta took a strong stand in this important agenda 

condemning traffickers and calling for harsher international law, sanctions and penalties. Thousands 

died in our Mediterranean Sea - and are still dying - this is a human tragedy. This is not a Maltese 

issue only and you have to carry the responsibility and burden with us - this human plight deserves 

this Assembly's attention’’. 


