Ruling moghti mill-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia fis-Seduta 409 tas-27 ta’> Gunju 2016 fuq
punt imgajjem mill-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni dwar twegiba ghall-mistogsija parlamentari
26048

Fis-Seduta 408 tat-22 ta’ Gunju 2016 is-Sedja giet indirizzata mill-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni,
I-Onor. Simon Busulttil, fejn talab hekk:

“ONOR. SIMON BUSUTTIL: Sur President, ippermettili naghmel referenza ghal
mistogsija parlamentari 26048 li fiha 1-Onor. Kollega Silvio Schembri stagsa
lill-Ministru ghad-Djalogu Socjali, Affarijiet tal-Konsumatur u Libertajiet Civili:

“Tista’ 1-Ministru taghti lista ta’ konsulenzi jew kumpaniji lokali jew barranin li
I-Malta-EU Information Centre ghamlet uzu minnhom sena b’sena?”

Kif nahseb 1i taf, Sur President, il-Malta-EU Information Centre kont immexxih jien u
allura din hija mistogsija dwari. 1I-Ministru poggiet fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra skeda ta’
hlasijiet 1i hi qieghda tghid li saru mill-Malta-EU Information Centre, u allura minni, li
hija kompletament zbaljata. Din hija skeda ta’ hlasijiet 1i dak iz-Zmien saru
mill-Ministeru ghall-Affarijiet Barranin u mhux mill-Malta-EU Information Centre. Ma
nippretendix li I-Ministru ma ti¢cekkjax sew u taghti tabella - hawnhekk ghandi tliet
faccati, kapaci hi itwal - li hija kompletament zbaljata. Ghalhekk nitolbok tidhol fil-kaz
sabiex titlob lill-Ministru thiddel I-informazzjoni zbaljata li tat. Grazzi, Sur President.”

Hawnhekk is-Sedja rringrazzjat lill-Onor. Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni u qalet hekk:

“MR SPEAKER: Grazzi. Is-Sedja hadet nota ta’ dak li gal il-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni u
se nara x’jista’ jsir min-naha tas-Sedja.”

Is-Sedja rat illi I-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni kien qed jaghmel referenza ghal domanda
parlamentari 26048 li saret fl-10 ta’ Gunju 2016 u li twiegbet fis-Seduta 405 tal-21 ta’ Gunju
2016 fis-6.00 p.m. bit-titolu ‘Malta-EU Information Centre — Lista ta’ Konsulenti’.

Id-domanda li saret mill-Onor. Silvio Schembri lill-Ministru ghad-Djalogu Socjali, Affarijiet
tal-Konsumatur u Libertajiet Civili, 1-Onor. Helena Dalli, tghid hekk:

“Tista’ 1-Ministru taghti lista ta’ konsulenti jew kumpaniji ta' konsulenti, lokali jew
barranin, li I-Malta-EU Information Centre ghamel uzu minnhom sena b’sena, matul
is-snin kollha li dam jopera? Fiex kienu jikkonsistu s-servizzi li nghataw f'kull kaz u
kemm kienu |-hlasijiet? Jista’ jghid ukoll jekk kull servizz moghti nghatax b’direct
order jew 1e?”

It-twegiba li tat il-Ministru kienet hekk:
“Qed inpoggi fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra |-informazzjoni mitluba.”

Is-Sedja rat li d-dokument imqieghed fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra jikkonsisti fi tliet pagni li fihom
hemm miktub: “PQ 26048, Malta-EU Information Centre; Lista ta’ Konsulenti/Kumpaniji ta’
Konsulenti”. Il-lista ta’ konsulenti, kumpaniji ta’ konsulenza jew persuni li taw konsulenza
geghdin kollha indikati f’din il-lista li fiha dawn il-kolonni: Name; Date; Company
Name/Consulent; Cost of Work in Lm; Cost of Work in €; Description of the Job the



Company Carried Out; Direct Order/Tender. F’din il-lista s-Sedja rat dwar in-numru ta’
konsulenti huma kollha indikati fdin il-lista twila li rreferiet ghaliha s-Sedja proprju issa.

Qabelxejn nixtieq ninnota li t-talba tal-Onor. Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni ma kenitx fil-mument li
wiehed jirreferi ghalih bhala ‘the first opportunizy’, u dan b’referenza ghall-Ordni Permanenti
36 1i jghid 1i 1-ewwel opportunita biex jitressaq dan il-kaz trid tkun fl-ewwel seduta li ssegwi
meta saret id-domanda parlamentari. Dan ged jinghad peress li d-domanda 26048 saret
fis-seduta tal-21 ta’ Gunju 2016 ta’ filghaxija u 1-ewwel opportunita kellha tkun fil-gurnata
tat-22 ta’ Gunju 2016 fis-seduta ta’ filghodu.

Din il-procedura dejjem giet segwita. Infatti hemm diversi rulings li taw Speakers precedenti
fuqg din il-materja u li huma kollha koerenti, anke fl-ispirtu ta’ dak li dejjem irriteniet 1-istess
House of Commons Ingliza li meta titqajjem kwestjoni dwar dan, inkluz dwar ksur ta’
privilegg, din ghandha titqajjem fl-ewwel opportunita. Is-Sedja fil-fatt tikkwota ruling
tal-Ispeaker Lawrence Gonzi, perezempju, li fis-seduta tas-7 ta’ Ottubru 1992 fid-dec¢izjoni
tieghu dwar ksur ta’ privilegg kien qal hekk:

“Skont 1-Ordni Permanenti 36 |-ewwel opportunita biex jitressaq dan il-kaz kienet
dakinhar i nghatat it-twegiba u ghalhekk il-kwestjoni ma setghetx titganqal fis-seduta
ta’ wara, ¢jo¢ s-7 ta’ Ottubru u ghalhekk il-mozzjoni ma tistax titressaq.”

Dan il-kaz kien dwar kaz li kien gajjem 1-Onor. George Vella dwar risposta ghal mistogsija
parlamentari 4728 moghtija mill-Ministru ghall-Ambjent fis-seduta tal-5 ta’ Ottubru tal-istess
sena.

L-istess direzzjoni kienet ittichdet f’ruling moghti mill-lspeaker Louis Galea fis-seduta tat-30
ta’ Novembru 2009 1i wkoll kien jittratta mistoqsija parlamentari u zgwidar tal-Kamra.
Fil-fatt, b’referenza ghall-pubblikazzjoni tal-Hansard, Parliamentary Questions (Question of
Privilege), Vol. 64 fejn pagna 1,185 sa 1,189 hemm car li meta jitqajjem ksur ta’ privilegg
dwar risposti ta’ domandi parlamentari, dan ghandu jsir minnufih, jigifieri meta tispicca
d-domanda u r-risposta jew il-question time.

Din hija konsonanti anke mal-interpretazzjoni tal-Ordni Permanenti 36 tal-Kamra
tad-Deputati. Fil-fatt, is-Sedja taghmel referenza wkoll ghar-ruling moghti mill-istess Sedja
fis-Seduta 39 tas-26 ta> Gunju 2013.

Min-naha l-ohra ged jinghad li 1-Onor. Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni ma gajjimx ksur ta’ privilegg u
langas ghamel referenza ghall-Kap. 113, subin¢iz (1) tas-subartiklu (4) tal-artiklu 11 dwar
jekk il-Kamra hijiex a konjizzjoni ta’ dokument falz, mhux veru, mahluq jew iffalsifikat
bil-hsieb li jqarraq il-Kamra jew lill-Kumitat. Anzi hu talab illi:

“Is-Sedja tidhol fil-kaz biex tigi mbiddla l-informazzjoni Zbaljata li tat.”
U kien qed jirreferi ghall-Ministru Helena Dalli. Allura mhuwiex il-kaz li s-Sedja tidhol fuq
misconduct of members of offices kif huwa indikat fl-Erskine May, 24th Edition f’pagna 254

fejn il-House of Commons jghid:

“The House of Commons may treat the making of a deliberately misleading
statements as a contempt. In 1963 the House resolved that in making a personal



statement which contained words which he later admitted not to be true, a former
Member had been guilty of a grave contempt.”

Li dan mhuwiex il-kaz. ll-kaz hawnhekk jittratta informazzjoni dettaljata dwar persuni jew
soc¢jetajiet illi huma indikati bhala lista ta’ konsulenti, kumpaniji ta’ konsulenti u mbaghad
hemm referenza ghall-Malta-EU Information Centre. Fid-dokument ma hemmx langas min
effettwa |-hlas imma hemm indikat kemm gie jiswa l-hlas ghal kull konsulent li jidher li
ladarba I-lista ta’ konsulenti u kumpaniji ta’ konsulenti bhala paper laid tal-PQ 26048 huma
allacjati mal-Malta-EU Information Centre. Dik hija |-informazzjoni li tat il-Ministru
minghajr ma ghamlet l-ebda kumment; semplicement poggiet id-dokument fuq il-Mejda
tal-Kamra.

Is-Sedja minkejja li din ma saritx fl-ewwel opportunita u minghajr pregudizzju
ghall-interpretazzjoni tal-Ordni Permanenti 36, xorta se tidhol fuq dak 1li ged jaghmel
referenza ghalih 1-Onor. Simon Busuttil u se tara wkoll x’tista’ u xi procedura tista’ tigi
segwita min-naha tal-Onor. Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni fuq dak li talab lill-istess Sedja.

Fil-fatt, is-Sedja taghmel referenza wkoll ghal ruling li tat fis-Seduta 192 tat-28 ta’ Ottubru
2014 1i jittratta punt simili ghal dak li rrefera ghalih il-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni kienet ghamlet
referenza ghall-Kap. 8 dwar parliamentary privileges li huwa pubblikazzjoni Indjana li jimxi
fugu wkoll il-Parlament Indjan, ‘Rajya Sabha at Work’. Prattikament f’pagna 234 fejn f’dan
ir-ruling gie kkwotat hekk:

“If any statement is made on the floor of the House by a member or Minister which
another member believes to be untrue, incomplete or incorrect, it does not constitute
a breach of privilege. If an incorrect statement is made, there are other remedies by
which the issue can be decided. In order to constitute a breach of privilege or
contempt of the House, it has to be proved that the statement was not only wrong or
misleading but it was made deliberately to mislead the House.”

M’hemmx dubju li 1-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni ma kienx qed jitlob hawnhekk li hemm ksur ta’
privilegg jew inkella 1i 1-Ministru kienet qieghda b’mod intenzjonat misleading the House.
Min-naha 1-ohra fl-istess ruling li tat is-Sedja ¢¢itat hawn fuq, qalet hekk:

“Dan ifisser li anke jekk Membru qged jinterpreta fatt li hu jhoss li mhuwiex korrett
jew li sahansitra li mhu korrett xejn ma jfisser xejn li dak il-Membru jhoss hekk
ladarba I-fatti kif inhuma mgqieghda u I-mod Kkif spjegahom I-istess Ministru wasslu
lis-Sedja biex hi stess ma tkunx konvinta li |-Ministru b’xi mod ried igarraq
lill-Kamra.”

Dan ukoll mhuwiex il-kaz. 1l-kaz jibga’ 1i 1-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni ged jghid li skorrettezza
dwar kif gie pprezentat id-dokument fejn I-interpretazzjoni tad-dokument tista’ taghti
x’wiehed jithem li 1-hlas ghal dawn il-konsulenzi kien ged isir mill-Malta-EU Information
Centre li dak iz-zmien kien imexxiha |-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni meta effettivament 1-Onor. Kap
tal-Oppozizzjoni ged jghid u jinsisti li saru mill-Ministru ghall-Affarijiet Barranin.

Hawnhekk huwa suggett ta’ kif saret ir-risposta parlamentari permezz ta’ dokument li tpogga
fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra peress li I-Ministru kulma galet kien semplicement:

“Qed inpoggi fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra |-informazzjoni mitluba.”



Li huwa dokument li saret referenza ghalih mill-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni.

Hawnhekk is-Sedja se taghmel ukoll referenza ghal dak li gie c¢itat 1i tat 1-istess Sedja
fis-Seduta 326 tas-17 ta” Novembru 2015 dwar dak 1i kien iddecieda 1-Ispeaker tal-House of
Commons John Bercow ezattament fis-seduta parlamentari tat-28 ta’ Novembru 2001 1i huwa
indikat fil-House of Common Debates, Vol. 375 C971, meta nqalghet il-kwestjoni dwar
jaghtu suspett li 1-fatti mhumiex daqshekk c¢ari jew addirittura li mhumiex veritieri.
Hawnhekk I-iSpeaker Bercow gal hekk u nikkwota:

“It would be unwise for me to express a view on the adequacy of a particular
Ministerial answer. There are bound to be two views on that, and neither is a matter
forme.”

Is-Sedja kompliet tghid hekk u nikkwota:

“Hawnhekk 1-Ispeaker kien qged jghid 1i meta tinqala’ kwestjoni bhal din, 1-1speaker
ikun ferm pruzuntuz, jekk mhux avventuruz, li jipprova jasal wahdu ghal liema huma
I-fatti veri ghaliex il-probabbilta hija li jkun hemm zewg veduti differenti. Ghalhekk,
I-istess Speaker jghid hekk:

“While it is for the House at large, not the Chair alone, to hold Ministers to
those obligations, | can best discharge my responsibilities by suggesting ways
in which Members might help themselves.”

Fil-fatt, is-Sedja taghmel referenza wkoll ghall-24 Edizzjoni tal-Erskine May pagna 368 li
jehid hekk:

“When factual mistakes are discovered in an answer to a question, ministers may
submit written ministerial corrections for publication in the official report. Such
corrections are required to be free standing and should not be used to provide new
information, however closely related to the original proceeding. Nor should they be
used to rehearse the arguments which may have given rise to the original erroneous
answer. This procedure has replaced the previous mechanisms of correcting mistakes
in an earlier answer by providing a ‘pursuant’ answer. When Ministers wish to make
a correction in terms which would not comply with the criteria relating to written
ministerial corrections, they may do so by means of a written ministerial statement.
Such statements are published in the official report.”

Min-naha l-ohra s-Sedja hija wkoll marbuta ma’ dak li jghidu 1-Ordnijiet Permanenti, kif
fil-fatt galet I-istess Sedja fir-ruling li tat fis-Seduta 365 tas-7 ta” Marzu 2016 u nikkowta:

“Kif indikat aktar ’il fuq, is-Sedja tirrileva li kif de¢iz diversi drabi kemm minn din
is-Sedja kif ukoll minn Speakers precedenti, is-Sedja ma tista’ bl-beda mod tindahal
fir-risposta li tinghata mill-Ministru. L-istess rulings attribwew dan ghall-fatt i
filwaqgt li I-Ordnijiet Permanenti jispecifikaw f’¢ertu dettall 1-ghemil ta’ interpellanza,
huma siekta dwar it-twegibiet li jinghataw mill-Ministri. Kien ghalhekk li f'numru ta’
rulings saret ukoll referenza ghall-prattici tal-House of Commons tar-Renju Unit skont
I-Ordni Permanenti 197, liema pratti¢i kkoraboraw dan I-istat ta’ fatt.



Is-Sedja hawnhekk tirreferi wkoll ghall-pubblikazzjoni Nru 04148 tal-House of
Commons mahruga fis-6 ta’ Mejju 2015 intitolata Parliamentary Questions: Recent
Issues minn Mark Sandford, fejn jinghad dan li gej:

“There are no formal appeal rights regarding answers that are considered by
Members to be incomplete or otherwise unhelpful. In recent years, a number
of Members have raised Points of Order because they have considered the
answers they received to be inadequate. The Speaker’s responses have
referred to the standard routes open to Members: tabling further questions;
complaining to the Procedure Committee (see section 2 below); seeking an
adjournment debate; and writing to Ministers.””

Abbazi ta’ dan is-Sedja thoss li fi¢c-¢irkostanzi ta’ dak li stagsa 1-Onor. Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni
u ghall-fatt li kif diga ddefiniet is-Sedja, ladarba hawnhekk ged nitkellmu fug informazzjoni
korretta jew mhux korretta li ged jallega u jinterpreta I-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni fit-twegiba
ghad-domanda li ghamel referenza ghaliha, u anke ghall-fatt li s-Sedja, kif diga qalet f’diversi
rulings u anke f’rulings li taw Speakers precedenti, hija m’ghandha I-ebda mansjoni fuq
il-kontenut tat-twegiba moghtija mill-Ministru. Is-Sedja tirrileva illi ghal dak mitlub
min-naha tal-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni, ladarba hemm dan in-nuqqas ta’ poter tas-Sedja fuq
il-kontenut tat-twegibiet ghall-interpellanzi parlamentari, li wkoll huwa rifless anke
fil-Parlament Ingliz, ghalkemm hemm fl-ahhar hemm forma ta’ rimedju taht il-Procedures
Committee, liema rimedju pero fil-procedura parlamentari Maltija ma jezistix. Is-Sedja thoss
li huwa importanti li wiehed jara u jifli kif wiehed jista’ jizviluppa din il-materja ta’
pro¢edura meta jkun hemm revizjoni tant mehtiega tal-Ordnijiet Permanenti ta’ pajjizna.
Is-Sedja qieghda tghid u tissollecita wkoll illi jew (1) jaghmel domanda parlamentari
lill-istess Ministru kkoncernata biex jitlob aktar informazzjoni 1i tista’ twassal
ghall-korrezzjoni li jista’ jirreferi ghal dak li ged jitlob I-istess Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni fil-query
li gajjem fis-Seduta tat-22 ta’ Gunju 2016, jew inkella jista’ wkoll (2) bhala Membru
tal-Parlament fil-kariga li jokkupa bhala Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni, jaghmel hu stess il-verzjoni
tieghu tal-korrettezza dwar id-dokument imsemmi 1i ghamel referenza ghalih bhala paper
laid fil-PQ 26048 ‘Malta-EU Information Centre — Lista ta’ Konsulenti’ u jpoggi d-dokument
bil-verzjoni tieghu stess, bhala Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni, b’referenza ghall-istess domanda
mwiegba mill-Ministru, liema dokument ghandu jitpogga fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra minghajr
il-htiega tal-permess tal-istess Kamra.

Ir-ruling huwa deciz.



