Ruling moghti mill-Ispeaker Anglu Farrugia fis-Seduta 369 tal-15 ta’ Marzu 2016 dwar
punt imgajjem mill-Onor. Robert Cutajar dwar twegiba ghall-Mistogsija Parlamentari
23810

Fis-seduta tal-bierah, 14 ta’ Marzu 2016, 1-Onor. Robert Cutajar talab ruling minghand is-
Sedja dwar jekk il-Ministru setax jirrifjuta li jqieghed fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra |-minuti ta’
laqghat ta’ kunsill lokali. Nikkwota:

“ONOR. ROBERT CUTAJAR: Sur President, nixtiegek tintervjeni fuq Mistogsija
Parlamentari 23810 1i jien ghamilt lill-Ministru ghall-Gustizzja u Gvern Lokali b’rabta
ma’ dokumenti relatati mal-kunsilli lokali.

Il-punt tieghi, Mr Speaker, kien li galadarba I-Awditur Generali jipprezenta r-rapport
dwar l-operat tal-kunsilli lokali lil din il-Kamra, u f’seduti precedenti kien hemm anke
dokumenti 1i tressqu b’rabta mal-kunsilli lokali, jien tlabt lill-Ministru kkon¢ernat biex
ipoggi siltiet mill-minuti ta’ kunsilli lokali partikolari, liema minuti 1-Ministru deherlu li
ma kellux ipoggihom fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra.

MR SPEAKER: Grazzi. Se naghti 1-kelma lill-Ministru Owen Bonnici.

ONOR. OWEN BONNICI: Xtagt nispjega u nirringrazzja lill-habib tieghi talli qanqal
dan il-punt. L-issue hija din: jien id-decizjoni hadtha wara li rriflettejt. L-issue hija li
kunsill lokali huwa entita awtonoma u indipendenti skont il-ligi. Jigifieri jien nahseb li
kieku ged nitkellmu fuq dipartiment jew entita li jien responsabbli taghha bhal,
perezempju, il-Kunsill Malti ghall-Arti, u |-habib tieghi jekk jghidli nippubblika 1-minuti,
m’ghandix diffikulta, naghtihomlu jekk hemm bZonn minuta wara, ghax dak huwa dritt
tieghu; pero, meta nigu biex nitkellmu dwar il-kunsilli lokali jien nahseb li hemm bzonn
issir distinzjoni.

Jekk kunsill lokali huwa awtorita awtonoma u distinta mill-Gvern Centrali, il-Gvern
Centrali meta jkun qed jipprezenta perezempju I-minuti li huma resi pubbli¢i minn dik |-
awtorita indipendenti, jien inkun ged nghin fl-awtonomija tal-kunsilli lokali jew le? U
jekk il-kunsill lokali ghamel xi minuti, jien f’liema sitwazzjoni qieghed biex
nivverifika... Mhux ged nitkellem fuq dan il-kaz, jien lanqas naf fuq xiex inhu dan il-kaz
biex inkun onest, imma ejja nghidu li jkun hemm minuti ta’ kunsill lokali ta’ Bubaqra —
ged nivvinta — u xi hadd jistagsini biex inpoggihom fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra, b’xi mod
jien inkun ged nillegittima dawn il-minuti? Mela jien naf il-minuti jekk humiex awtentici
jew jirriflettux dak 11 gie diskuss?

Allura jien, biex ma nihux hin tal-Kamra, lest 1i noqghod ghal kwalunkwe direzzjoni li
inti taghtina, Sur President, pero jien ghamilt din ir-risposta mhux b’nuqqas ta’ rispett
lejn siehbi, imma ghaliex genwinament nemmen li jekk il-kunsilli huma awtonomi,
ghandhom ikunu awtonomi fix-xoghol kollu tal-operat taghhom.



MR SPEAKER: Se nerga’ naghtik il-kelma, Onor. Robert Cutajar, fil-qosor imma.

ONOR. ROBERT CUTAJAR: Mr Speaker, kemm nghidlek 1i d-Direttur tal-Kunsilli

Lokali jobbliga lill-istess kunsill — direttur jaqa’ taht responsabilita — biex dawn
ipoggihom online. Allura nahseb li hemm punt ta’ interpretazzjoni u ghalhekk nitlob
ruling.”

Is-Sedja ghamlet referenza ghall-mistogsija parlamentari maghmula mill-Onor. Robert
Cutajar fit-8 ta’ Marzu 2016 u li giet imwiegba mill-Ministru Owen Bonnici fis-seduta tal-
bierah. Naqra li tghid hekk:

“23810. L-ONOR. ROBERT CUTAJAR stagsa lill-Ministru ghall-Gustizzja,
Kultura u Gvern Lokali: Jista’ 1-Ministru jpoggi fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra kopji tal-
minuti tas-seduti tal-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha numri 35, 38, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49 u 50
fejn saret referenza ghall-bye-law dwar tisjir fil-berah fil-lokalita tal-Mellicha?

ONOR. OWEN BONNICI: Ninforma lill-Onor Interpellant li I-kunsilli lokali
joperaw b'mod awtonomu fil-parametri li trid il-ligi.”

Is-Sedja hadet nota wkoll ta’ dak li ntqal mill-Onor. Cutajar fir-rigward tal-obbligu li
ghandhom il-kunsilli lokali li jippubblikaw il-minuti tal-laqghat taghhom on-line u tithem li
dan l-obbligu johrog minn dak li hemm ipprovdut fl-artikolu 14A(8) tas-Sitt Skeda tal-Att
dwar il-Kunsilli Lokali (Kap. 363) li jghid hekk:

“(8) Is-Segretarju Ezekuttiv ghandu jara i I-Minuti approvati jigu mdahhla sew fil-file
u jkun responsabbli ghall-kustodja taghhom. Is-Segretarju Ezekuttiv ghandu wkoll
jara li I-minuti approvati jitpoggew fuq il-website uffi¢jali tal-Kunsill.”

Is-Sedja tixtieq mill-ewwel taghmel referenza ghal numru ta’ rulings li nghataw fil-passat
fejn gie tenut 11 filwaqt li s-Sedja tirrakkomanda li sa fejn hu possibbli, jinghataw it-twegibiet
opportuni ghall-mistogsijiet li jkunu jolqtu hwejjeg pubblic¢i li jaqghu taht il-kompetenza tal-
ministru kkonc¢ernat, hija m’ghandha 1-ebda dritt jew poter li tintervjeni fil-kontenut jew fil-
mertu tat-twegibiet moghtija. Dan primarjament ghaliex 1-Ordnijiet Permanenti taghna huma
siekta fug dan il-punt.

Is-Sedja, bhalma ghamlet drabi ohra, u bhalma hija tenuta li taghmel f’kazijiet mhux koperti
bl-Ordnijiet Permanenti, irrikorriet ghall-uzanzi u prattici tal-House of Commons skont |-
Ordni Permanenti 197. Ghalhekk is-Sedja qieghda taghmel referenza ghal ruling moghti
minnha fis-Seduta 326 tas-17 ta’ Novembru 2015 fejn ikkwotat dak 1i ddecieda 1-Ispeaker tal-
House of Commons fis-seduta parlamentari tat-28 ta’ Novembru 2001 (House of Commons
Debates Vol. 375, C971) meta nqalghet kwestjoni dwar it-twegibiet parlamentari. Dakinhar |-
Ispeaker gal hekk:



“It would be unwise for me to express a view on the adequacy of a particular Ministerial
answer. There are bound to be two views on that, and neither is a matter for me.”

Hawnhekk I-1speaker kien ged jghid li meta tinqala’ kwestjoni bhal din, ma jkunx ghaqli li 1-
Ispeaker jipprova jiddec¢iedi dwar liema huma I-fatti veri ghaliex il-probabbilta hija li jkun
hemm zewg veduti differenti u ghaliex dan ma jaqax fil-mansjoni tas-Sedja. L-istess Speaker
ikompli jghid hekk:

“While it is for the House at large, not the Chair alone, to hold Ministers to those
obligations, | can best discharge my responsibilities by suggesting ways in which
Members might help themselves.”

Hawnhekk is-Sedja terga’ tirreferi ghall-pubblikazzjoni Nru 04148 tal-House of Commons
mahruga fis-6 ta’ Mejju 2015 intitolata Parliamentary questions: Recent Issues minn Mark
Sandford, kif ¢itat f’ruling ricenti taghha fis-Seduta 365 tas-7 ta’ Marzu 2016, fejn jinghad
dan 1i gej:

“There are no formal appeal rights regarding answers that are considered by Members
to be incomplete or otherwise unhelpful. In recent years, a number of Members have
raised Points of Order because they have considered the answers they received to be
inadequate. The Speaker’s responses have referred to the standard routes open to
Members: tabling further questions: complaining to the Procedure Committee (See
section 2 below); seeking an adjournment debate; and writing to Ministers.”

Jidher ghalhekk li n-nuqqas ta’ poter tas-Sedja fuq il-kontenut tat-twegibiet ghall-
interpellanzi parlamentari jissussisti wkoll fil-Parlament Ingliz ghalkemm hemm forma ta’
rimedju taht il-procedure committee.

Ghaldagstant is-Sedja qieghda tiddeciedi li m’ghandhiex il-mansjoni li tidhol fil-mertu tat-
twegiba moghtija mill-Ministru Owen Bonnici.

Fir-rigward tal-punt imgajjem mill-Onor. Robert Cutajar dwar l-interpretazzjoni, stante r-
rimarka tal-Onor. interpellant li I-minuti tal-kunsill lokali ghandhom jitqieghdu on-line, is-
Sedja tirrileva li langas hija I-mansjoni taghha li tara jekk dan hux ged isir jew le. Dan
minghajr pregudizzju ghall-fatt 1i minn ezami li ghamlet illum is-Sedja, jidher li I-minuti
msemmija fil-mistogsija parlamentari 23810 huma kollha on-line.



