Stqarrija u Ruling ex-officio tal-President tal-Kamra I-Onor. Anglu Farrugia moghti
fis-seduta 279 tat-Tnejn, 22 ta’ Gunju 2015 dwar lingwagg parlamentari

Is-Sedja gieghda taghmel referenza ghall-hin tal-mistogsijiet tas-seduta 278 tal-Erbgha, 17 ta’
Gunju 2015, wagqt li kienu ged isiru d-domandi supplimentari dwar il-mistogsija parlamentari
numru 16103 tal-Onorevoli Jason Azzopardi lill-Ministru ghall-Intern u s-Sigurta Nazzjonali
I-Onorevoli Carmelo Abela. Peress li I-Ministru Abela kien imsiefer fuq xoghol, il-
mistogsijiet kien ged iwegibhom is-Segretarju Parlamentari I-Onorevoli lan Borg.

Wara li s-Sedja rriflettiet fug I-imgiba xejn ezemplari 1li sehhet fis-seduta hawn fuq
imsemmija, hasset li ghandha taghti din id-direzzjoni sabiex il-Kamra taghraf aktar tirregola
ruhha skont ir-regoli u I-proceduri diga stabbiliti f’dak li jirrigwarda komportament li jmur
kontra I-Ordnijiet Permanenti tal-Kamra.

Irid jinghad li I-Parlament qieghed hemmhekk sabiex iservi bhala lok fejn isiru dibattiti serji
mir-rapprezentanti eletti mill-poplu Malti, fejn jigi diskuss dak kollu li huwa fl-interess
komuni u fl-interess tad-demokrazija. Huwa ghalhekk importanti 1i f’dawn id-dibattiti jkun
hemm imgiba serja mill-istess rapprezentanti li josservaw I-Ordnijiet Permanenti tal-Kamra u
I-pro¢eduri li gew stabbiliti minn din l-oghla istituzzjoni tal-pajjiz. Certament dan ma jistax
jinghad ghal dak li sehh tul diversi minuti waqt il-hin tal-mistogsijiet tas-seduta ta’ nhar I-
Erbgha; hin li huwa intenzjonat sabiex il-Parlament izomm lill-Ezekuttiv to account u hin
fejn il-poplu jinzamm informat b’dan ix-xoghol tant importanti tal-Parlament. Qieghed
nirreferi ghal dawk il-minuti fejn fil-Kamra kien hawn ghajjat, storbju, insulti u anke disprezz
lejn is-Sedja u lejn I-istess istituzzjoni, bil-konsegwenza li s-Sedja, kontra galbha, kellha
tissospendi s-seduta ghal ftit hin. Hawnhekk is-Sedja tixtieq tirrimarka li donnu bi¢-¢agliga
mill-Palazz tal-Gran Mastru ghall-Parlament il-gdid fejn is-seduti ged jigu mxandra b’mod
viziv, Uhud mill-parlamentari hassew il-htiega 1i t-temperatura jgholluha I-hin kollu,
b’detriment ghall-istess istituzzjoni fejn kull wieched u wahda minna ghandna r-responsabbilta
li nkunu ta’ ezempju lejn il-poplu taghna.

Fl-isfond ta’ dak li gara s-Sedja tixtieq taghmilha ¢ara li minn issa ’l quddiem, jekk ikun
hemm okkazjonijiet simili, se tkun kostretta li tapplika proc¢eduri li ilhom is-snin ma jintuzaw
imma li ghadhom applikabbli taht Tagsima IV — Ordni fil-Kamra, tal-Ordnijiet Permanenti
tal-Kamra. Hawnhekk nikkwota I-Ordnijiet Permanenti 63 u 64 1i jghidu hekk:

“63. (1) L-iSpeaker jew il-President jista’ jordna lil kull membru li l-imgiba tieghu
tkun ta’ dizordni kbir biex jirtira minnufih mill-Kamra ghal matul il-bgija tas-seduta
ta’ dik il-gurnata; u I-Marixxall jew uffi¢jal iehor awtorizzat mill-iSpeaker ghandu
jagixxi fuq dawk I-ordnijiet li jista’ jir¢ievi mill-iSpeaker jew mill-President skont dan
I-ordni permanenti.

(2) 1zda jekk fxi okkazjoni 1-iSpeaker jew il-President jidhirlu li s-setghat moghtija
skont dan l-ordni permanenti mhumiex bizzejjed dwar il-htija, huwa jista’ skont I-
ordni permanenti li jahbat sew sew wara dan isemmi lil dak il-membru; jew jista’
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jitlob lill-Kamra biex tiggudika I-imgiba tieghu. Qabel ma I-Kamra tiggudika I-imgiba
ta’” membru huwa jkun jista’ jithalla jaghmel dikjarazzjoni qasira tar-ragunijiet li
fughom jibbaza li jiskolpa ruhu.

(3) I-Membri ordnati li jirtiraw skont dan l-ordni permanenti, jew li jkunu sospizi
mis-servizz tal-Kamra skont I-ordni permanenti li jahbat sew sew wara dan,
ghandhom minnufih jirtiraw mir-re¢inti tal-Kamra.

64. (1) Kull meta membru jkun gie msemmi mill-iSpeaker jew mill-President
minnufih wara li jkun wera disprezz lejn l-awtorita tal-iSpeaker jew tal-President jew
abbuza mir-regoli tal-Kamra billi kontinwament u volontarjament ifixkel ix-xoghol
tal-Kamra jew xort’ohra, f’dak il-kaz, jekk il-htija tkun saret minn dak il-membru fil-
Kamra, I-iSpeaker ghandu minnufih iqieghed ghall-voti, wara li ssir mozzjoni, bla
ebda emenda, aggornament jew diskussjoni, "llli dak il-membru (jigi msemmi) jigi
sospiz mis-servizz tal-Kamra™; u jekk il-htija tkun saret f’Kumitat tal-Kamra kollha,
il-President ghandu jissospendi minnufih il-pro¢eduri tal-Kumitat u jirrapporta ¢-
cirkostanzi lill-Kamra; u l-iSpeaker ghandu wara hekk iqieghed ghall-voti I-istess
proposta wara li ssir mozzjoni, bla emenda, aggornament jew diskussjoni, bhal li
kieku I-htija kienet saret fil-Kamra stess. Jekk xi membru jkun sospiz skont dan 1-
ordni, is-sospensjoni tieghu l-ewwel darba tkun ghal gimgha, it-tieni darba ghal
gimaghtejn u t-tielet darba jew kull darb’ohra wara ghal xahar.

(2) Izda meta 1-iSpeaker jir¢ievi minghand il-membru hekk sospiz dikjarazzjoni bil-
miktub u kif jixraq ta’ dispjacir li titnizzel fil-minuti tal-proceduri tal-Kamra, I-
iSpeaker ghandu jgeghedha quddiem il-Kamra u wara mozzjoni maghmula minnufih,
igieghed ghall-voti |-proposta ghat-tnehhija tal-ordni tas-sospensjoni, bla emenda jew
aggornament, u wara dan, jekk il-proposta tigi milqugha, l-ordni ghandu jitnehha u 1-
membru ammess mill-gdid; izda dejjem li s-sospensjoni mis-servizz tal-Kamra ma
tezentax lill-membru hekk sospiz milli jservi fuq xi kumitat permanenti jew kumitat
maghzul 1i kien gie mahtur biex fih iservi gabel is-sospensjoni tieghu; izda wkoll li
mhux izjed minn membru wiehed ma ghandu jigi msemmi fl-istess hin, hlief jekk
diversi membri, prezenti flimkien, ikunu flimkien injoraw l-awtorita tal-iSpeaker jew
tal-President.”

Ghalkemm mhijiex ix-xewqa tas-Sedja li terga’ tibda tapplika dawn il-provvedimenti wara
tant snin, is-Sedja thoss li m’ghandhiex triq ohra hlief li tirrikorri ghall-mizuri kkontemplati
f’dawn I-Ordnijiet Permanenti fil-konfront ta’ dawk il-Membri miz-zewg nahat tal-Kamra li
I-imgiba taghhom tkun ta’ dizordni kbir.

Is-Sedja issa se tirreferi ghal dak li qal 1-Onorevoli Beppe Fenech Adami meta gibed I-
attenzjoni tas-Sedja ghal dak li qal is-Segretarju Parlamentari lan Borg b’referenza ghall-
kliem “ma norgazmax ruhi bl-ispekulazzjonijiet fil-mistogsijiet tal-Onor. Azzopardi”. Filwaqt
li s-Sedja tinnota li kwazi b’mod immedjat is-Segretarju Parlamentari lan Borg spjega li
b’dak il-kliem ried ifisser “ma nentertejnjax il-mistogsijiet spekulattivi u dak li pprova
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jinsinwa fil-mistogsijiet tieghu 1-Onor. Azzopardi”, is-Sedja hadet nota wkoll tal-fatt li s-
Segretarju Parlamentari ghamel apologija pubblika ghal dak il-kumment fejn, kif irrapportat
fil-Malta Independent online tat-18 ta’ Gunju 2015 “he meant no offence or disrepect to
anyone”.

Is-Sedja, filwaqt li mill-kummenti tas-Segretarju Parlamentari lan Borg, tifhem li ¢ertament
ma kellu l-ebda intenzjoni li jwegga’ lill-Onorevoli Jason Azzopardi, tirrileva li I-kliem
maghzul, mhuwiex kliem li ghandu jintuza fil-Parlament u ghaldagstant qieghda tordna li dan
I-istess kliem jingata’ mit-traskrizzjoni uffi¢jali tad-dibattitu tas-seduta 278 tas-17 ta’ Gunju
2015.

Ghal kull buon fini, stante li I-Ordnijiet Permanenti jitkellmu b’mod generiku dwar
x’jikkostitwixxi “kliem offensiv jew mhux xieraq kontra I-karattru jew il-proceduri tal-
Kamra” is-Sedja hasset li kellha taghmel ricerka dwar Kkif din il-materja tigi ttrattata
f’parlamenti ohra. F’pagna 619 tal-House of Commons Procedure and Practice (2nd Ed.) tal-
Parlament Kanadiz insibu hekk:

“In dealing with unparliamentary language, the Speaker takes into account the tone,
manner and intention of the Member speaking; the person to whom the words at issue
were directed; the degree of provocation; and, most importantly, whether or not the
remarks created disorder in the Chamber.”

Irid jinghad li d-dizordni li minhabba fiha kellha tigi sospiza s-Seduta ta’ nhar I-Erbgha
gqamet minhabba 1-battibekk li gam dwar kaz partikolari li saret referenza ghalih fit-twegiba li
nghatat ghall-mistogsija parlamentari 16103 rigwardanti uffic¢jali tal-pulizija li gew boarded
out u mhux minhabba 1-kliem li ntgal mis-Segretarju Parlamentari Borg. Minkejja dan, is-

jithassar mit-traskrizzjoni uffi¢jali.

Huwa ferm difficli i wiehed jasal ghal lista komprensiva tal-kliem li jista’ jitgies li mhuwiex
parlamentari. Dan johrog ukoll mis-sors ¢itat hawn fuq, fejn fl-istess pagna jinghad:

“Thus, language deemed unparliamentary one day may not necessarily be deemed
unparliamentary the following day. The codification of unparliamentary language has
proven impractical as it is the context in which words or phrases are used that the
Chair must consider when deciding whether or not they should be withdrawn.”

Li d-diskrezzjoni dwar x’jista’ jikkostitwixxi kliem mhux parlamentari tithalla f’idejn is-
Sedja jinghad ukoll f’artikolu intitolat “The 106 things you can’t say in Parliament” li deher
fil-harga ta’ rivista online Kanadiza iPolitics tal-14 ta’ Dicembru 2011, fejn jinghad hekk:

“In the end, it is up to the Speaker to decide whether language used in the House is
“temperate and worthy of the place in which it is spoken” so a word that is
acceptable in one context may not be in another.”



F’dan is-sens, is-Sedja tinnota li I-kliem uzat mis-Segretarju Parlamentari lan Borg, filwaqt li
jista’ jkun accettabbli f’kampijiet ohra bhal dak mediku, ¢ertament li mhuwiex ac¢ettabli fil-
kuntest li ntgal fih fis-seduta ta’ nhar I-Erbgha.

Din il-lista ta’ 106 kliem u frazijiet mitqiesa bhala kliem mhux parlametnari, kif ukoll lista ta’
58 kliem u frazijiet meqjusa bhala parlamentari, harget minn ezercizzju li jidher 1i sar minn
din ir-rivista wara li rat x’gie deciz f’rulings tas-Sedja tal-Parlament Kanadiz f’dan ir-
rigward. Fost il-kliem li gie de¢iz li huma parlamentari insemmi “dishonest” u “obscene”.
Certament it-tifsir ta’ xi kliem Ingliz, meta maqlub ghal Malti, jista’ jkollu konnotazzjonijiet
differenti.

Din id-direzzjoni s-Sedja qieghda taghtiha llum wara li ezaminat ir-recordings tas-seduta ta’
nhar I-Erbgha peress 1i minhabba l-interruzzjonijiet li kienu ghaddejjin fil-Kamra, ma kienx
possibbli ghas-Sedja li tithem ezatt il-kliem li ntqal. Dan kif ukoll komtemplat f’pagna 618
tal-istess sors citat aktar ’il fuq fejn jinghad hekk:

“If the Speaker did not hear the word(s) in question, or if there is a dispute as to what
words were actually used, the Chair may set the matter aside pending a review of the
record and, if necessary, return to the House at a later time with a ruling.”

Dan hu li ged taghmel illum is-Sedja u tappella sabiex il-komportament tal-Onorevoli
Membri f’din il-Kamra jkun dejjem wiehed li jaghmel gieh lil din l-istituzzjoni u dejjem igib
rispett lill-poplu li eleggiehom, u dan fl-interess tad-demokrazija u ta’ din I-istess Kamra.

Naghlaq billi naghmel referenza ghal dak 1i jghid I-Erskine May Parliamentary Practice
(24ed) f’pagna 444:

“Offensive expressions against the character and conduct of Parliament itself are not
permitted, since not only are they a contempt, but they may also tend to degrade the
legislature in the public estimation. Reference in debate to either House of Parliament
must therefore be courteous.”



