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Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru. 119 li saret nhar it-Tlieta, 22 ta’ Novembru 2011, ġew konfermati.

Laqgħa mad-Delegazzjoni tal-Kunsill tal-Ewropa dwar it-Traffikar tal-Bnedmin (Greta)
THE CHAIRMAN (Onor. Edwin Vassallo):  I welcome the guests we have among us today.  
MISS CAROLINA LASÉN DIAZ (Administrator at the Secretariat of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings):  Good morning and thank you for accepting us here and for your time here today.  Let me introduce the delegation of GRETA which consists of a group of experts on action against trafficking in human beings set up by the Council of Europe in Strasburg and set up under the umbrella of the Council of Europe Convention on the action against trafficking in human beings.  The role of the group of experts, which are 15 members in all, is to monitor the implementation of the convention by the parties.  This work started last year and we are in the middle of the first evaluation of all the parties.  Malta is one of the 34 countries that have ratified the convention, 20 of which are EU countries and we also have some other countries in the pipeline ready to join the convention.  
On my left I have Mr Davor Derenicinovic, Second Vice President of GRETA and a Professor in Criminal Law in Croatia.  Next to him is Miss Gulnara Shahinian, First Vice President of GRETA and also the UN special rapporteur on slavery.  On the far end on my left is Mr Gerald Dunn and me Carolina Lasén Diaz and we both are members of the secretariat of the Council of Europe Convention.  We provide support to the GRETA committee and the committee of the parties.
We are here today as one of the meetings of this schedule put together with the co-operation with the authorities of Malta to try to meet the different stakeholders involved in anti-trafficking law, policy and action, to try and have an overview of the picture of how Malta is addressing this issue, which obviously is not a problem for Malta only but it is a worldwide problem.  This is a criminal offence, it is a violation of human rights and the countries have to work together on this matter.  On this occasion we are going to visit the different parties to assess those things which are working well and from which all the countries should learn from and the things that GRETA considers that they should improve.  The whole objective of the assessment is to work with the authorities to improve the implementation of the convention and GRETA’s monitoring system is not done to rate the countries or to give them bad points but it is made to see each country on its own merits.  The ultimate aim is to improve the implementation of the convention through the parties or through Europe.  
The reason for requesting this particular meeting with the House of Representatives is to hear the voice of the people of Malta through their elected representatives, and from the mandate of the Members of Parliament to hear what your view is and your considerations regarding anti-trafficking law and policy, what your role is and the role of the Social Affairs Committee in monitoring the way the Government is dealing with this issue.  We also understand that there are some draft Bills in Parliament regarding very concrete aspects of anti-trafficking policy linked to the transposition of the EU Directive on trafficking.  So we really would like to have a general informal discussion with you about what you consider the role of Parliament is, whether you would like to see any particular changes made or whether you already have in your programme some activities related to trafficking.  A very open question and then maybe GRETA will have more specific answers.  Thank you.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  As Chairman of the Social Affairs Committee I will introduce as well the Members of this specific committee.  On my left hand side I have the Hon. Joe Debono Grech.  I started with him as he is the eldest amongst us, then I have the Hon. Michael Falzon and myself as Chairman of this committee.  I also have with me Dr Elaine Burmingham who is our Research Analyst and Miss Anna Coleiro who is our secretary.  
According to our legislation, Parliament is bound to have different specific committees.  One of them is indeed the Social Affairs Committee which I chair. Since this is a delicate matter, the issue of irregular immigration is not only disussed in Parliament, but from time to time we have to overview so that we know better what is happening.  Because of this urgency Parliament decided that we should also discuss this issue within a specific group of parliamentarians who meet in the Social Affairs Committee.  
Usually, this specific committee in the Social Affairs Committee deals with the issue of irregular immigration and now we had a good experience with a number of meetings whereby we have been meeting the Ministry responsible for the interior and we had discussions with the police, with the AFM and with different stakeholders in this matter.  We were always given an overview and we monitored not only the government’s policies but also what is happening to those that we refer to as irregular immigrants.  Although we refer to such an issue, one of the issues that we frequently discuss here is the fear of human trafficking.  In our country we might be having an this experience altough we don’t believe it is exposed as much as irregular immigration, but we do believe that we are experiencing this reality.  
I’m referring to this issue because lately we were also discussing another issue which deals with the nightlife here in Malta.  It’s not that we came across the reality of human trafficking and we don’t even have evidence of it but we feel that there can be the possibility that we can have this issue of human trafficking when we come to specific entertainment groups.  We have legislations that deem such an action as a criminal offence and these amendments to our criminal law have been passed recently.  Still, having legislations and putting forward such investigations so that one would know the truth is a very difficult task.  
I have been meeting owners of different business establishments and although they try to – and I believe them – keep their business in a very organised way, we still have to keep a watchful eye because what today might look as regular, tomorrow it might not be that way.  This is just an instance because it’s not just the nightlife.  We can have instances with Chinese people when it comes to restaurants or to other different business opportunities.  We might not be having child trafficking but still, it doesn’t mean that because we don’t have it today, we might not be having it tomorrow.  
I’ve been thinking about this issue since I received an invitation for such a meeting.  We keep a watchful eye and I believe that the police are doing their utmost in a very difficult situation because the business establishment could be well organised and it doesn’t leave any doubt that there could be something irregular.  We are not referring to something which you might notice immediately like when we are dealing with the irregular immigration.  When we discuss the irregular immigration we can also discuss human trafficking in another circumstance because we can have people in another country who are organising trips for other people to travel from one place to another.  Yet it is very difficult to find who is dealing with whom and who is organising what.  It is an investigative process which deals with the police rather than with us as politicians.  
I will give the floor to my colleagues so that they can express their views but I believe that as politicians, we have to make sure that we have the right legislations and we have to keep a watchful eye on what is happening in reality so that legislations are matched up with the challenges of what happens in our daily life.  We cannot be the police ourselves, yet as politicians we have a duty to see that our legislations are in place and that they are as effective as possible.  This is a very serious topic that we are discussing here.  We are not discussing numbers or money but we are discussing on human lives.  We are also discussing who might be taking an advantage of other people who are living in a very vulnerable situation.  So we have to be very careful.  I am very curious to hear about your findings and your views.  
Lately we organised a meeting where we had colleagues who are also Members of the European Council and we tried to listen to what was the agenda on the European Council so that we will be informed and we can have a parallel discussion of what is being discussed in the Council of Europe, and likewise we can also help our colleagues who are Members of the Council of Europe with a discussion that takes place with the same agenda but on our reality.  We need to continue developing such a discussion when we come to discuss this issue.  
Last thing before you take the floor; I would like to remind you that this meeting is transmitted live via internet, so whatever you say you will not be able to recall it back. It is the procedure that we use here in Parliament.  
MISS CAROLINA LASÉN DIAZ:  We are a little bit surprised because in the beginning I didn’t explain the whole nature of the evaluation by GRETA.  However the GRETA meetings are always held in confidentiality.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  If that is the case I will immediately stop this meeting so we can continue in a confidential manner.  So officially this meeting is over but we will continue discussing the matter between us.  Thank you very much.  
Fl-4:30 p.m. il-Kumitat irriżuma u aġġorna għal data li kellha titħabbar iktar tard.
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