Decizjoni tas-Sedja moghtija minn Mr Speaker 1-Onor Louis Galea f'Seduta
numru 5 tad-19 ta*' Mejju, 2008.

Mistogsijiet supplimentari - Ordni Permanenti 26, 27, 32, 197

Fil-hin tal-mistogsijiet tas-Seduta numru 4 ta' nhar 1-Erbgha, 14 ta' Mejju, 2008,
waqt li ghamel Punt ta' Ordni I-Onorevoli Joe Mizzi talab lis-Sedja taqtaghha jekk
interpellanza supplimentari maghmula mill-Onorevoli Noel Farrugia lill-Ministru
ghar-Rizorsi u Affarijiet Rurali, 1-Onorevoli George Pullicino, kellhiex x'tagsam
jew le ma' I-interpellanza originali.

Biex is-Sedja taghti d-dec¢izjoni mitluba mill-Onorevoli Joe Mizzi htegilha
tezamina l-kwestjoni b'mod aktar wiesgha biex ti¢¢ara x'ghandha tkun il-pozizzjoni
korretta fil-Kamra fir-rigward ta' interpellanzi supplimentari. Ghal dan I-iskop is-
Sedja ezaminat dawn l-ghejjun ta' riferenza : 1-Ordnijiet Permanenti tal-Kamra tad-
Deputati (1), 1-Standing Orders of the House of Commons (2), u 1- Parliamentary
Practice ta' Erskine May (3).

Jibda biex jinghad li filwaqt li 1-materja ta' interpellanzi parlamentari hija regolata
mill-Ordnijiet Permanenti tal-Kamra numri 26 sa 32, l-istess Ordnijiet ma jsemmu
xejn dwar interpellanzi supplimentari u kif dawn ghandhom jigu regolati.

F'kaz bhal dan l-istess Ordnijiet Permanenti tal-Kamra taghna jipprovdu, f'Ordni
numru 197, li "wiehed ghandu jirrikorri ghar-regoli, modi, uzanzi u drawwiet tal-
House of Commons tal-Parlament tar-Renju Unit, 1i ghandhom jigu segwiti safejn
jistghu jigu applikati ghall-proceduri tal-Kamra b'konsiderazzjoni xierqa ghan-
natura specjali tal-Kostituzzjoni." F'dan l-istadju s-Sedja tigbed l-attenzjoni ghat-
tassattivita ta' din 1-Ordni bil-kliem "...wiehed ghandu jirrikorri..." u hu car i 1-
legislatur ghazel 1i ma jhallix diskrezzjoni f'idejn is-Sedja fir-regolamentazzjoni ta'
kazijiet u proceduri li mhumiex koperti espli¢itament bl-Ordnijiet Permanenti.

L-Standing Orders of the House of Commons jirregolaw 1-materja ta' interpellanzi
izda, bhal fil-kaz ta' 1-Ordnijiet Permanenti tal-Kamra tad-Deputati, mhux ta'
interpellanzi supplimentari.

Meta jikkonsidra 1-"modi, uzanzi u drawwiet tal-House of Commons tal-Parlament
tar-Renju Unit" fuq dan is-suggett wiehed isib li l-materja ta' interpellanzi
supplimentari hija trattata b'mod pjuttost car.



Is-Sedja jidhrilha 1i tajjeb hawn ti¢¢ita estensivament il-parti fl-Erskine May 1i
tittratta "Oral answers and supplementary questions" (4). Insibu miktub hekk : "An
answer should be confined to the points contained in the question, with such
explanation only as renders the answer intelligible, though a certain latitude is
permitted to Ministers of the Crown; and supplementary questions, without debate
or comment, may, within due limits, be addressed to them, which are necessary for
the elucidation of the answers that they have given. The Speaker has stressed that
the length of both ministerial replies and supplementary questions should be
curbed...In accordance with the recommendation of the Select Committee on
Parliamentary Questions, the Speaker has indicated that he would not necessarily
call for a supplementary question every Member who had placed an identical
question on the Order Paper. When an answer has been refused on security
grounds, the Speaker has not allowed further supplementary questions. A
supplementary question may refer only to the answer out of which it immediately
arises, must not be read or be too long, must not refer to an earlier answer or be
addressed to another Minister and is governed by the general rules of order
affecting all questions. The Speaker has refused to call Members to ask a
supplementary question to Ministers (other than the Prime Minister) when their
original question was of so general a character as to provide a wide area for
supplementaries; this has been interpreted as applying particularly to questions
about meetings or visits..."

Is-Sedja qieset 1-Ordni Permanenti numru 27 li tghid li "L-iskop xieraq ta'
interpellanza jkun li jinkiseb taghrif dwar haga ta' fatt fit-taghrif specjali tal-
Membru i lilu tkun saret." Minn dak li s-Sedja iccitat aktar 'il fuq jirrizulta li
interpellanza supplimentari ghandha tkun ammissibbli, fi hdan certi limiti xierqa,
bil-hsieb li jigu i¢carati xi aspetti tat-twegiba moghtija.

Dan jimplika bic-car li interpellanza supplimentari ghandha biss tirreferi ghat-
twegiba li tkun ghadha kif inghatat u allura rilevanti ghall-interpellanza originali.
Fil-fatt din hi l-prassi 1i b'mod generali giet stabbilita matul is-snin f'din 1l-Kamra
anke jekk kien hemm diversi okkazjonijiet meta 1-Membri thallew jiddipartixxu
minnha.

L-interpellanza supplimentari ghandha tkun fil-qosor kemm jista' jkun, mhux
moqrija, bla kumment u bla dibattitu. Ma tistax tirreferi ghal xi twegiba precedenti
u lanqas indirizzata lil xi Ministru iehor. Ghall-finijiet l-ohra, imbaghad, I-
interpellanzi supplimentari huma regolati mill-Ordnijiet Permanenti bl-istess mod
bhall-interpellanzi originali.



Issemma il-punt li ghandha tithalla fid-diskrezzjoni tal-Ministru li jkun qed iwiegeb
l-interpellanza jekk iwegibx interpellanzi supplimentari 1i mhumiex marbuta ma' I-
interpellanza jew twegiba originali. Bla pregudizzju ghall-prassi adottata
regolarment li s-Sedja ma tidholx fit-twegiba tal-Ministru, la darba x-xoghol tal-
Kamra hu soggett ghall-Ordnijiet Permanenti, inkluz kif provdut bl-Ordni
Permanenti 197, is-Sedja hi marbuta li tassigura l-osservanza taghhom mill-Membri
kollha fkull hin u ¢irkostanza. Dan ifisser 1i mhux floku li l-osservanza ta' 1-
Ordnijiet Permanenti tithalla fid-diskrezzjoni ta' xi Membru jew iehor.

Ghandu jigi konsidrat ukoll li s-Sedja hi fid-dmir li tipprotegi 1-Hin tal-Mistogsijiet
ghal Twegibiet Orali ghall-Membri kollha u allura ghandha tara 1i taghti I-
opportunita li jpoggu l-interpellanzi taghhom lill-akbar numru ta' Membri possibbli
li jkollhom il-Mistogsijiet taghhom fuq I-Agenda tas-Seduta. Jista' jaghti 1-kaz, kif
gara kemm-il darba fil-Kamra, li interpellanzi supplimentari 1i jsiru fuq xi
interpellanza u twegiba partikolari jiehdu 1-hin allokat ghal Mistoqgsijiet b'detriment
ghad-dritt ta' Membri ohra li jkollhom I-interpellanzi taghhom ghal twegibiet orali.
Fi hdan limiti xierqa biex jigu ccarati twegibiet moghtija ghall-interpellanzi
permezz ta' interpellanzi supplementari, 1-iskop tal-hin tal-mistogsijiet ghandu jkun
li 1-akbar numru possibbli ta' interpellanzi ta' Membri jigu mwiegba b'mod orali
mill-Ministri li lilhom jigu indirizzati.

M'hemmx dubju 1i hi s-Sedja li tiddeciedi l-ammissibilita ta' interpellanzi u
interpellanzi supplimentari dejjem skond 1-Ordnijiet Permanenti tal-Kamra. Fil-
paragrafu intitolat "Speaker's control of questions" fl-Erskine May insibu " The
Speaker is the final authority as to the admissibility of questions...When a question
has been refused and the Member concerned wishes to make representations to the
Speaker on the matter, the practice is for these to be made privately to the Speaker
and not raised by way of a point of order in the House (5)."

Nghaddi issa biex is-Sedja tikkonsidra t-talba ghal decizjoni partikolari dwar I-
ammissibilita ta' l-interpellanza supplimentari ta' 1-Onor Noel Farrugia indirizzata
lill-Ministru ghar-Rizorsi u Affarijiet Rurali.

L-Onorevoli Farrugia intervjena fuq interpellanza originali maghmula mill-
Onorevoli Edwin Vassallo lill-imsemmi Ministru biex " jghid, mill-istatistika
migbura kemm ingiebu lejn Malta hxejjex u frott mill-Unjoni Ewropea minn April
2007 sa April 2008". II-Ministru wiegeb li 1-Ministeru ma jzommx dan it-tip ta'
statistika.



Fl-interpellanza supplimentari tieghu 1-Onorevoli Farrugia qal hekk :

"Sur President, bil-permess tal-Ministru, xtaqt nistagsih jekk waslux xi rapporti,
fid-dipartimenti koncernati jew il-Ministeru tieghu, li twaqqfu xi sussidji fuq il-
hxejjex u I-frott 1i kien normali u kien fin-normi li jinghataw? (6)"

Diga mill-impostazzjoni ta' l-interpellanza supplimentari jirrizulta 1i anke 1I-
Onorevoli Farrugia kien x'aktarx diga qed jithem li din ma kienetx marbuta mat-
twegiba originali tant li 1-Onorevoli Membru premetta l-interpellanza tieghu fuq il-
"permess tal-Ministru".

Ezami komparattiv ta' l-interpellanza, t-twegiba u l-interpellanzi supplimentari u t-
twegibiet relattivi li segwew ghandu juri li l-interpellanza supplimentari in
kwestjoni ma kellhix rabta ma' l-interpellanza u t-twegiba originali. Dawn ta' 1-
ahhar kienu jirrigwardaw hxejjex u frott importat mill-Unjoni Ewropea filwaqt li I-
interpellanzi supplimentari kienu necessarjament jirrigwardaw skemi ta' sussidju
fuq frott u hxejjex koltivati lokalment.

L-Onorevoli Joe Mizzi kellu ragun fuq il-Punt ta' Ordni meta qal li hija s-Sedja li
tiddec¢iedi interpellanza hijiex ammissibbli jew le u mhux il-Membru li jaghmilha
jew li jkun qed iwiegeb. Is-Sedja aktar minn fiduc¢juza li 1-Onorevoli Membri ta' din
il-Kamra ghandhom il-hila u s-sens li jiggudikaw sew l-interpellanzi originali kif
ukoll dawk supplimentari humiex ammissibbli skond 1-Ordnijiet Permanenti ta' din
il-Kamra kif qed jigu c¢carati mis-Sedja. Hu ghalhekk li s-Sedja titlob il-
koperazzjoni gentili tal-Membri biex jghinuha kemm jista' jkun thalli fl-
awtoregolamentazzjoni taghhom il-kwestjoni ta' l-ammissibilita o meno ta' I-
interpellanzi minnhom maghmula sew fi stadju originali kif ukoll fi stadju
supplimentari. Naturalment hu dmir tas-Sedja tintervjeni, u hekk ser taghmel, fkaz
li jkun hemm bZonn ghall-ahjar andament tat-tmexxija tal-Kamra skond kif imfisser
f'din id-decizjoni.

Ghaldagstant napprezza jekk fil-bidu ta' din il-Legislatura 1-Onorevoli Membri
jirrinfreskaw il-memorja dwar Ordnijiet Permanenti in generali u b'mod partikolari
dwar kif dawn u 1-Erskine May jirregolaw il-materja ta' interpellanzi biex jaghrfu
jirregolaw ruhhom ahjar u jigu evitati ekwivoci bla bzonn fil-Kamra.

Fl-ahharnett infakkar 1i 1-Kostituzzjoni ta' Malta, f'Artikolu 67 (1), tipprovdi 11 "...il-
Kamra tad-Deputati tista' tirregola 1-procedura taghha stess.". Nemmen 1i wasal iz-
zmien li, bl-ghajnuna tar-rapport dwar ir-Revizjoni ta' 1-Ordnijiet Permanenti tal-
Kamra tad-Deputati, redatt mill-President Emeritu Dottor Ugo Mifsud Bonnici u



mpoggi fuq il-Mejda tal-Kamra fit-18 ta' Lulju, 2007, mill-predecessur tieghi 1-
Onorevoli Mr Speaker Anton Tabone, 1-Onorevoli Membri joghgobhom
jindirizzaw il-materja tar-revizjoni ta' dawn 1-Ordnijiet Permanenti.

Sadanitant is-Sedja taghmel hilitha biex tapplika u tinterpreta bl-ahjar mod dawk
vigenti.
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