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Talba

  THE CHAIRMAN (Onor. Jason Azzopardi):  Eċċellenza, nagħtik merħba u nroddlok ħajr talli għoġbok tilqa’ l-istedina li għamilnilek ħalli tagħtina l-opinjoni  u l-ħsebijiet tiegħek dwar il-qagħda tar-relazzjonijiet ta’ bejn żewġ pajjiżi ġirien.

Ngħid il-verita` għandi ftit tad-diqa għall-fatt li inti se tħallina, u għaldaqstant irrid inlissen kliem ta' radd il-ħajr talli matul iż-żmien li inti kellek f’idejk l-inkarigu taż-żamma tar-relazzjonijiet diplomatiċi bejn Malta u l-Libja, dawn ir-relazzjonijiet imxew ‘il quddiem, tkattru u j’Alla jkomplu joktru.  Għalhekk f’din l-okkażjoni tal-lum nitolbok li tħossok ħieles u tgħidilna x’taħseb int dwar il-qagħda attwali fir-relazzjonijiet ta’ bejnietna, u nixtieq ukoll nisma’ mingħandek il-fehmiet tiegħek dwar kif u fejn għandna nimirħu, kif nistgħu niżviluppaw u kif nistgħu ntejbu dak li diġa’ hemm.  Aħna nafu li l-Libja għaddiet minn proċess ta’ tibdil kbir matul dawn l-aħħar xhur u snin, tibdil li ma tistax tmur lura minnu, u anke għaddiet minn proċess ta’ ftuħ.  Dan bilfors jawgura tajjeb għal-Libja u għal pajjiżna kif ukoll għal dan ir-reġjun.   

Veru li Malta llum hija msieħba fl-Unjoni Ewropea, pero’ kull naħa f’dan il-Parlament u kull partit li kien fil-gvern  dejjem ta l-importanza xierqa u mistħoqqa għall-qagħda tar-relazzjonijiet bejn Malta u l-Libja.  L-isħubija tagħna fl-Unjoni Ewropea ma saritx a skapitu tar-relazzjonijiet tagħna mal-Libja għax lir-relazzjonijiet tagħna mal-Libja nagħtuhom importanza kbira, mhux biss fuq livell kummerċjali imma anke fuq livell politiku.  Kif iħobb jgħid il-Leader tiegħek, ir-relazzjonijiet m'humiex bejn il-pajjiżi iżda huma bejn il-popli, xi ħaġa li dan il-Parlament dejjem għożż u ħaddan. 

Issa nħalli f’idejn l-Eċċellenza Tiegħu, Ali Mohamed Saleh Nagem.

ALI MOHAMED SALEH NAGEM (Libyan Ambassador to Malta):  Grazzi, Sur President u grazzi anke lil dan il-kumitat li f'din l-okkażjoni xtaq li jien nitkellem fuq dan il-qasam.  Peress li hawn il-ħbieb tagħna tal-media, forsi jkun aħjar li nitkellem bl-Għarbi u mbagħad issir translation għall-Ingliż. Nixtieq ngħaddi wkoll xi kummenti fuq xi problemi fir-relazzjonijiet ta’ bejn il-Libja u Malta.

Hon. Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, Hon. Members of the Committee, I wish to begin this speech by thanking you all for the invitation to this meeting which has given me the opportunity to make this cordial visit.  It might be the first of its kind ever accorded to a head of a diplomatic mission accredited to Malta.  It is indeed an honour for the Libyan People's Bureau that its secretary is the first to make such a visit, which in itself  carries more than one meaning.  

Without any doubt this visit reflects the personal relationship between the members of this committee and myself, much as it reflects on our distinguished bilateral relations that are solidly built on reciprocally-backed mutual co-operation and dialogue regarding everything that can lead to fostering peace and security throughout our region and the activation of all the mechanisms that may contribute directly or indirectly to the alleviation of tension and the consolidation of understanding and dialogue, proceeding from the important geographical location that enabled us in the past and will enable our two countries in the future to be a link bridge between two important spaces, mainly the African space of which the Great Jemaheria  is proud to be a founding and active member, and the European space in which as expressed by the Leader of the Revolution, Malta can play a very vital role.  

It is on this basis that the Great Jamaheria has been keen on the activation of the Arabic Maghreb    Union which it chairs and the promotion of the work mechanisms of the Five plus Five grouping.  Moreover the Great Jahameria that possesses the biggest geographical area along the coast of the Mediterranean, must play a role in relation to its size in the context of the Euro-Mediterranean dialogue.

There is no doubt that the establishment of security and peace in the Mediterranean region cannot be achieved without finding a just and comprehensive solution to the so called Middle East problem of the Palestinian and Israeli conflict.  In this context we believe that it is possible to deduce lessons from history and emulate the living body of South Africa which can be applied to the Palestinian and Israeli situation as detailed in the White Book prepared by our Leader Colonel Ghaddafi. 

It is also evident that a country such as Libya that suffered enormously from the wars of colonialism, has placed the cause of freedom at the foremost of its priorities since the advent of the Al Fatah Revolution.  And once preoccupied by the concerns of humanity and the people, leadership and people spared no efforts  or means for the sake of the realisation of all human principles.   In view of our close proximity and special relations, our  Maltese friends  know more than anyone else the truth about the false accusations that are raised from time to time by those who have dubious interests in the region. 

With respect to our mutual and bilateral relations, Libya has adopted a policy based from the outset  on good neighbourliness,  dialogue and mutual co-operation in the fields of investment, education, health and others, as well as the development of social relations through allowing intermarriage and dual citizenship.  Such course led not only to the strengthening of relations with consecutive Maltese goverments through 30 years  but also to the establishment of solid foundations for the coming generations.   

I am indeed quite happy to have had the opportunity in various circumstances and numerous positions to work closely with you, whether those of you who were in opposition and today in government or vice-versa.  As this is an internal matter that points to the freedom enjoyed by Maltese citizens in making their own decisions, I would also like  to assert that  the Libyan people are happy and proud to have stood side by side with the Maltese people at all times in which Malta was in need of support and help.   At the same time the Libyan people are grateful and happy with Malta’s honourable stand that it took in support of the Libyan people at some of the most crucial and difficult times.  Thank you again for your kind invitation and best wishes to  you all and I am looking  forward to further co-operation between the Parliament of Malta and the Libyan People's General Congress.    Thank you very much.

Il-kummenti tiegħi huma li ħdimna u għandna naħdmu aktar id f’id biex inżommu dak li rnexxielna s’issa naslu għalih u nkomplu ‘l quddiem, għax ir-rieda ta' Alla hi li l-Libja u Malta jibqgħu ġirien.  Suppost li x-xewqa tagħna hi li naħdmu id f’id.  Jien dan  nista’ ngħid f’kelmtejn kif nara r-relazzjonijiet bejn Malta u l-Libja.  Hemm bżonn żgur li naħdmu lkoll, kemm Maltin u kemm Libjani, biex insaħħu r-relazzjonijiet ta’ bejnietna.  Nrringrazzjakom. 

  THE CHAIRMAN:   Before giving the floor and inviting comments from my colleagues, I would say it was very pertinent on your part  to point out that we have stood by each other in good times and in difficult times.  I think that true friendship rests when through good and bad days, through good and difficult periods of time we stand by each other and help each other.  And I think that that is something that both our countries are very proud of.  It is something that is indelible, cannot be erased and bodes very well for the  future.  I am also glad that  a very healthy development  is taking place, as far as the opening up and the ever deeper involvement of Libya in regional politics is concerned, and I’ll  explain why.   

I  felt very proud when last April I was asked by the president of the parliamentary assembly of the OSCE, Mr Bruce George, to help organise a visit,  a historic visit, by the president of the parliamentary assembly of the OSCE to Libya, with the sole purpose of inviting Libya for the very first time to participate in the parliamentary assembly of the OSCE.   On behalf of the Maltese Parliament  I felt proud to have been involved in all this, even more so to have moulded  this idea which was immediately taken up by the Libyan side.  

So may I invite comments first of all by the Minister.

  ONOR JOHN DALLI (Ministru ta’ l-Affarijiet Barranin u Promozzjoni ta’ l-Investiment): Jiena naħseb li bħalma qal l-Ambaxxatur, ir-relazzjonijiet ta’ Malta u l-Libja huma fost l-aqwa u l-aħjar li jistgħu jkunu.  Huma fost l-aqwa u l-aħjar għaliex huma bbażati fuq ir-realta` ta’ żewġ pajjiżi ġirien  li dejjem sostnew lil xulxin.  Malta fi żmien mhux ‘il bogħod kellha bżonn ċertu support u għajnuna li l-Libja tat lil pajjiżna mingħajr ħafna problemi u tkaxkir tas-saqajn.  Min-naħa l-oħra, meta l-Libja kienet għaddejja minn perjodu diffiċli, b’sinjal ta’ ħbiberija aħna żammejna tieqa miftuħa għal-Libja lejn id-dinja.  

Jiena naħseb li b’dan aħna wrejna li l-ħbiberija tagħna mal-Libja mhux qiegħda hemm biss biex nakkwistaw u mhux qiegħda hemm biss fil-bnazzi, imma qiegħda hemmhekk bħala ħbiberija vera li nidħlu għal xulxin fi żmenijiet tal-bżonn,  anke jekk  riċentement meta Malta kienet miexja biex tissieħeb fl-Unjoni Ewropea, seta’ kien hemm xi dwejjaq min-naħa tal-Libja, għaliex kien hemm min ħaseb li b’daqshekk Malta kienet se titbiegħed mil-Libja jew kienet se tħoss li għandha twarrab jew tberred il-ħbiberija ta’ bejnietna.  

Issa ilni għal dawn l-aħħar 18-il sena nieħu sehem fir-relazzjonijiet bejn Malta u l-Libja u għal snin sħaħ ilni ngħid li mhux biss dan m’għandux ikun il-każ, pero` dejjem sostnejt li l-preżenza u s-sħubija ta’ Malta fl-Unjoni Ewropea għandha tkun ta’ benefiċċju għal-Libja billi l-Libja jkollha min jifhimha, ikollha min hu sensittiv għall-kultura tagħha u min jaf it-tbatijiet u r-realtajiet tal-Libja, u jkun jista` jaqsam dawn ir-realtajiet ma’ oħrajn madwar il-mejda tad-deċiżjoni fl-Ewropa, fejn forsi sħabna l-Ewropej m’humiex daqshekk mgħarrfin dwar dan.  Jiena nista’ ngħid  bħalma jista’ jgħid il-ministru ta’ l-affarijiet barranin Libjan - iltaqna flimkien għall-ewwel darba fil-Euro-Med bħala parti mill-kontinġent Ewropew - li dan il-proċess beda u għandu jkompli jissarraf bl-akbar benefiċċju għalina t-tnejn.   Importanti li t-tnejn li aħna nagħrfu l-importanza ta’ dan, u jiena m’għandi l-ebda dubbju li l-ispettru politiku Malti kollu huwa ta’ ħsieb wieħed. 

Jiena qed nitkellem għalija, pero` naf li sħabi tan-naħa l-oħra tal-Parlament Malti jaħsbuha bħalna u jiena naħseb li dawn jistgħu jaffermaw li aħna rridu dejjem insaħħu r-relazzjonijiet li għandna mal-Libja.  Il-Libja hija realta` ġeografika, pero` mhux biss.  Il-Libja hija realta` kulturali u aħna naqsmu ħafna mill-kultura tagħna mal-Libja. Jiena nieħu gost nara kemm żdiedu r-relazzjonijiet f’kull qasam mal-Libja, u mhux biss ir-relazzjonijiet politiċi u ta’ support li dejjem kellna lejn xulxin, pero` llum ukoll ir-relazzjonijiet kummerċjali ta’ bejnietna tjiebu.  Il-Maltin ikunu l-ewwel bħalma kienu f’ħafna każijiet oħrajn li mhux biss iħarsu lejn il-Libja bħala suq fejn ibiegħu l-affarijiet, imma jħarsu lejn il-Libja bħala sieħeb fejn jistgħu jinvestu u jagħmlu partnership fl-iżvilupp ta’ l-ekonomija.  

Jiena naħseb li din hija ħaġa ta’ min jissottolinea, għaliex l-ixprun li qed nagħmlu aħna huwa biex ħutna l-Maltin ikunu jistgħu jmorru l-Libja, jinvestu hemm u jissieħbu fl-attivita` ekonomika Libjana.   Aħna nieħdu gost naraw l-iżvilupp li qed isir ġol-Libja biex jiffaċilita l-investiment.  Il-Maltin kienu fost l-ewwel li ħadu vantaġġ minn dawn ir-regolamenti l-ġodda li qegħdin jiġu żviluppati ġol-Libja. Ta’ dan aħna nirringrazzjaw lil sħabna Maltin li qed jieħdu dawn l-inizjattivi biex ikabbru n-negozju u b’hekk ukoll ikabbru l-ħbiberija ta’ bejnietna.  Jiena nawgura li dawn isibu kull għajnuna u faċilita` biex jaħdmu.  Kulmin kien  chairman tal-kummissjoni bejn Malta u l-Libja dejjem ipprova joħloq dawk l-infrastrutturi importanti li huma tista’ tgħid is-software ta’ kwalunkwe relazzjoni bejn iż-żewġ pajjiżi u għall-mod ta’ kif nistgħu niffaċilitaw l-affarijiet.

Illum hija realta` li minħabba l-pass ta’ Malta lejn l-Ewropa, kellna nintroduċu l-visa, u din hija xi ħaġa li naħseb li rnexxielna nilħqu qbil dwarha għax anke lestejna protocol fuqha. Min-naħa tagħna, aħna qegħdin nagħmlu ħilitna kollha biex l-applikazzjonijiet min-naħa tal-Libjani jkunu pproċessati bl-aħjar mod u fl-iqsar żmien. U min-naħa Libjana naf li qed isiru l-istess sforzi dejjem f’kuntest ta’ legalita` - Malta għandha l-liġijiet tagħha u l-Libja għandha l-liġijiet tagħha – b’kull ċittadin jonora l-ħteġijiet legali li hemm fiż-żewġ pajjiżi.  U f’dan il-kuntest naħseb li qed nagħmlu progress kważi kuljum f’dik li hija effiċjenza u għall-mod kif isiru l-affarijiet. 

Dan ma jfissirx li m’hemmx xi jsir, għax naħseb li hemm aktar xi jsir, pero`  mhux min-naħa ta’ min qed jamministra dawn is-sistemi daqskemm fis-sens ta’ regolamenti li jridu forsi jinbidlu u jiġu aktar mirquma u rranġati, ħalli l-affarijiet jimxu kemm jista’ jkun b’mod aktar faċilitat u bil-ħsieb li dawk li jridu jżuru ż-żewġ pajjiżi miż-żewġ naħat, kemm jista’ jkun jagħmlu dan bl-akbar faċilita`.  Ma ninsewx li bħalma konna ngħidu qabel, aħna għadna nemmnu sal-lum li r-relazzjonijiet tagħna jinbnew fuq kemm in-nies tagħna jistgħu jagħmlu kuntatt mal-poplu l-ieħor, Maltin mal-Libjani u Libjani mal-Maltin, kemm f’Malta u kemm fil-Libja.  Għalhekk jiena naħseb li għandna nagħmlu dak kollu meħtieġ minna biex naraw li din il-faċilita` tibqa’ topera. 

Sur Ambaxxatur, jiena nawgura li r-relazzjonijiet ta’ Malta u l-Libja jkomplu jikbru. Jiena naf li inti għamilt ħafna snin bħala ambaxxattur ta’ Malta fi stadji diversi -  kont hawn u ħaduk lura u reġgħu bagħtuk hawn - u meta ma kontx hawn kont taqdi lilna wkoll, għaliex kont tieħu ħsieb id-desk Malti fil-ministeru ta’ l-affarijiet barranin. Jiġifieri tista’ tgħid li qatt ma qtajt il-kuntatti tiegħek magħna u ta’ dan nirrigrazzjawk. Nirringrazzjak  tal-ħidma, tal-ħbiberiji u tax-xogħol li għamilt u tal-problemi li solvejna flimkien u nawguralek suċċess fil-karriera tiegħek u nawguralek l-aħjar ukoll għalik u għall-familja tiegħek.  Grazzi.

  THE CHAIRMAN:  L-Onor. Leo Brincat.

  ONOR. LEO BRINCAT: Jiena ningħaqad ma’ dak li għadu kemm qal l-Onor. John Dalli u nifraħ lin-naħa Libjana għal tliet affarijiet.  L-ewwelnett għall-konsolidament kontinwu tar-relazzjonijiet bilaterali f’dawn l-aħħar 30 sena jew aktar; it-tieni nett għall-ħidma tiegħek personali matul ħafna minn dawn is-snin, kemm f’Malta u anke fil-Libja, fejn veru kont qed tħares l-interessi Libjani imma dejjem kellek għajn simpatetika ħafna lejn konsiderazzjonijiet Maltin; u t-tielet nett, forsi b’enfasi partikolari, min-naħa ta’ l-oppożizzjoni nixtieq nifraħ lill-gvern u anke lill-poplu Libjan għall-inizjattivi riċenti bħala parti mill-proċess ta’ ftuħ u anke ta’ firxa tal-paċi fir-reġjun.  Dawn bla dubbju ta’ xejn huma affarijiet li jiksbu l-appoġġ taż-żewġ naħat tal-Kamra minkejja d-differenzi li kultant ikollna fuq affarijiet oħrajn.  Mr Chairman, bil-permess tiegħek xtaqt nagħmel  żewġ domandi speċifiċi marbuta mal-proċess ta’ riforma ekonomika u anke forsi politika li hemm għaddej  bħalissa fil-Libja.  

Il-ġimgħa li għaddiet ġejna mgħarrfin li filwaqt li hemm ippjanati diversi privatisations fil-Libja, il-ħsieb huwa li dawn il-kumpanniji jinxtraw minn sidien Libjani u mhux minn sidien barranin għallinqas għall-bidu.  Li xtaqt inkun naf huwa l-ewwelnett jekk dan jeskludix li kumpanniji simili li se jiġu privatizzati fil-ġejjieni jistax ikollhom tmexxija minn interessi u expertise barrani, fosthom dak Malti, u jekk dan jinkludix ukoll is-settur tas-servizzi finanzjarji.  Xtaqt nistaqsi wkoll jekk l-Ambaxxatur iħossx, fid-dawl tal-fatt li qed jikber ir-rwol tas-settur privat fil-Libja, li għad baqa’ rwol biex stat ma’ stat inkopru setturi oħrajn ta’ l-ekonomija li mhux neċessarjament jiġu milħuqa mis-settur privat taż-żewġ pajjiżi. 

Fl-aħħarnett - u qed nagħmel din id-domanda għax naf li din  issue li ddominat jew kienet fuq quddiem fil-laqgħa tal-G8 li saret dan l-aħħar - nixtieq inkun naf kif qed jaraw il-proposta ta’ ‘l hekk imsejħa Greater Middle East initiative, li tagħġen flimkien biex ngħid hekk lil dawk il-pajjiżi tal-Maghreb u  l-Mashreq u anke l-pajjiżi tal-Golf, bl-idea ta’ ċerti riformi anke fis-sistema politika  tal-pajjiżi rispettivi. Dan qed ngħidu għaliex nemmen li filwaqt li proċess ta’ riforma huwa dejjem tajjeb, għandna nirrispettaw id-diversita` ta’ kif pajjiż u ieħor iħaddmu d-demokrazija f’pajjiżhom, u ma nafx kemm jagħmel sens li nippruvaw nimponu sistema politika fuq ħaddieħor. 

Jiena napprezza li nisma’ dwar il-pożizzjoni jew reazzjoni Libjana għal din l-item li ddominat il-laqgħa tal-G8 li saret dan l-aħħar.   Grazzi.

  THE CHAIRMAN:  L-Eċċellenza Tiegħu.

ALI MOHAMED SALEK NAGEM:  I’ll try and answer briefly and have an exchange of views on the matters raised. 

With respect to Mr Dalli’s mention of the issuing of visas, despite the fact that there is the will on the part of the two sides to facilitate as much as possible the process of visa-issuing, in actual fact I have noticed for example that when  from time to time I go to the airport in Malta,  I find that in the exit area there is an exit for EU citizens and an exit for non-EU citizens.  This is natural given the fact that even though there are 450 million EU citizens, there are over a billion and a half Chinese citizens. 

I would therefore ask for consideration for a large  number of foreigners who are not in the EU and who  are being subjected to  intensified scrutiny resulting  in long delays. Some people have to stand for  half an hour  and more to have their passport checked individually and when they complain,  the reply is that these are new procedures and they  take time to catch on. Maybe there can be an increase in the number of people who handle passports to expedite things as much as possible.  

On our side, we issue visas in Arabic  and sometimes our Maltese friends cannot figure out when a  visa is expiring.  I believe that on the part of our two countries we need more meetings on this subject and the Minister has already expressed to me that he must visit Libya for this very purpose, so that the two sides will work to facilitate the issue of visas as much as possible.  

As far as investment is concerned, we have areas for foreign investment and we have an  investment board that encourages foreigners to invest in Libya  through the establishment of their own private project or enterprise. Often, such projects or enterprises are new ones. Foreign companies are allowed to register   after the opening of a branch in Libya and I can tell you that 70,000 Libyan dinars are required so that a company can enter into biddings or transactions.  Of course, you can enter into a  partnership with  the Libyans, with 51% for Libyan citizens and 49% for the foreign company.  But the general principle is that all foreign countries   working in Libya must have Libyan representatives as well as Libyan labour .
The question is how to sell such companies to private buyers, and this  includes two aspects,  one  aspect being  employment as in the case of hotels. Where management of hotels is concerned, foreign companies can come and manage and operate the hotel.  The assets are Libyan, but those who are operating them are foreigners.  The other companies also come under two types.  Some companies are consumer companies, and of course there is no use in handing  them over to foreign companies to manage them.  In the case of successful companies, this is what we ask:  Why sell them if they are successful?  So in private ownership, we have  instead of one individual owning a company, it is by partnership.  But this does not contradict at all with the invitation to invest in Libya.  We welcome investment in tourism, culture, industry, health and all other fields.   

Another thing to point out is that Libya includes 35  principalities and not only Tripoli.  We wish that Maltese investors do not look only at  highly-rated Tripoli, but  look at other principalities and other  remote places in Libya.  I am sure that Maltese businessmen are much more aware of these facts than we  politicians are, as  they know the area and the persons.  I was actually surprised to learn that  650 visas have been issued to businessmen in less than one month.  I hope that I have answered your question.  

As to your last question, we agree with America on fighting terrorism, but what kind of  terrorism?   And we agree on the transfer of technology and knowledge exchange, and we agree on freedom and people’s participation and the understanding that religion does not mean sacred wars between Christians, Jews  and Moslems. We also believe in the concept of  space, knowing that there are   50 states in America and 53  in Africa  and 25 in Europe,  probably 45.  But  on how Libya is governed and how Africa is governed or how Saudi Arabia is governed, we always ask ourselves:  Is America our sponsor or do we have our own private particularities?  And who asked America to solve such problems for us?  But  still, dialogue is ongoing and our relations are improving, Mr Chairman. 

When  I came to Malta  the first time I got an invitation from the American Ambassador to attend,  and subsequently I invited him.  It is also a well known fact that American tourists are crossing over to Libya from Malta everyday.  We hope that dialogue will progress in a positive manner and I believe we are nearer to an agreement than to differences and conflicts since we  have no historical problem with the United States because theirs  is  a young country.  

  THE CHAIRMAN:  Xtaqt nistieden lill-Onor. Bartolo.  Naf li għandu punt li huwa importanti.

  ONOR. EVARIST BARTOLO:  Nieħu l-opportunita` biex nisħaq fuq it-tagħlim ta’ l-Ingliż  u anke ta’ l-Għarbi, għax naħseb li ż-żewġ oqsma huma importanti - ġieli ddiskutejnieha bejnietna din il-problema – imma kif nistgħu naħdmu iktar flimkien bħala Malta u l-Libja kemm għat-tagħlim ta’ l-Ingliż kif ukoll għat-tagħlim ta’ l-Għarbi?  

ALI MOHAMED SALEK NAGEM:  Personalment l-iktar li għandi x’naqsam huwa mal-kultura u l-edukazzjoni u għalhekk għedt li baqgħalna x’nagħmlu.  Importanti li f’dan il-qasam naħdmu flimkien.  Irridu nsaħħu l-institutions eżistenti u ngħinu lill-istudenti Libjani li jridu jiġu jitgħallmu f’Malta.  Forsi anke nistgħu nirranġaw biex ikollna kulleġġi jew istituzzjonijiet.  Diġà tkellimt mas-Swatar biex ikollhom branch f’Ta’ Ġiorni, tkellimna ma’ ........ Diġa` għandi talba biex ikun hawn kors għat-training tan-nurses. Fil-qasam tas-saħħa sar  pass tajjeb minn erba’ businessmen  kbar Maltin li diġa` bdew jippreparaw biex jiftħu klinika fil-Libja.   

Hawn min kellimni wkoll biex jiftaħ skola tat-tagħlim tal-lingwa Ingliża fil-Libja, għaliex hawn min jaħseb li fil-każ tal-Libja se jibdew jgħallmu l-Ingliż  fil-primary schools peress li l-Ingliż huwa l-lingwa tat-teknoloġija.  Naħseb li f’dan il-qasam għandna ċ-ċans li naħdmu iktar flimkien.   

  THE CHAIRMAN:  Verament prosit u iktar ikkonfermajtli kemm kienet deċiżjoni tajba li nagħmlu din il-laqgħa.  Wasalna biex nagħlqu għaliex naf li l-ħin tiegħek huwa prezzjuż, pero` sinċerament grazzi ħafna talli lqajt din l-istedina.  

Kif għedt inti fil-bidu, din kienet l-ewwel darba li Ambaxxatur Libjan akkreditat għal Malta ġie mistieden jiltaqa’ mal-Kumitat għall-Affarijiet Barranin u Ewropej tal-Parlament Malti.  Jien kburi li fil-ftit ġimgħat li ilni president ta’ dan il-kumitat ħassejtni fid-dmir li nagħmillek din l-istedina li inti lqajt mill-ewwel.  Forsi nista’ nispiċċa b’żewġ punti min-naħa tiegħi, mingħalija diġa` kont semmejt wieħed minnhom miegħek.  

Jekk hemm xi ħaġa li nistgħu forsi niżviluppaw u  nixtarru hija l-idea ta’ ġemellaġġ bejn bliet jew irħula Maltin u bliet jew irħula Libjani.   Fid-distrett tiegħi stess hemm post li huwa ġemellat ma’ belt fiċ-Ċina. F’Malta għandna ħafna bliet ġemellati ma’ ħafna bliet oħra fl-Ewropa u issa anke ma’ l-Amerika.  Dawn huma affarijiet pożittivi ħafna.  Jien naħseb li huwa pass naturali u loġiku li jkun hemm ġemellaġġ ma’ belt jew raħal fil-Libja għax hekk ikollok skambju  fuq bażi lokali, mhux bejn il-politiċi imma bejn iċ-ċittadini.  Jien naħseb li dik fil-fehma umli tiegħi hija xi ħaġa tajba u ta’ min jixtarrha.

It-tieni punt li nixtieq nagħmel huwa li hemm stedina sabiex il-Mexxej Libjan iżur Malta, stedina li saret mill-Gvern Malti.  Nispera li din iż-żjara ssir fil-futur qarib u awguri mill-qalb lilek u lill-familja tiegħek.  Bħala ambaxxatur kont ħabib u se tibqa’ ħabib.  Grazzi ħafna mill-qalb.  

Naħseb li nistgħu ngħaddu għall-approvazzjoni tal-minuti, għaliex dik hija formalita` li bilfors trid issir f’xi ħin.  Ma jidhirx li hawn rimarki, u allura qed nieħu l-minuti ta’ l-aħħar laqgħat bħala approvati.  

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru 10 li saret fid-9 ta’ Ġunju ġew konfermati.

  THE CHAIRMAN:  L-ewwelnett nixtieq nirringrazzjak ħafna ta’ l-istedina li lqajt, Dr Calleya.  Jien niftakar li ftit wara li ħadt l-inkarigu ta’ president ta’ dan il-kumitat  kont tlabt laqgħa miegħek. Iddiskutejna  diversi affarijiet u stedintek tiltaqa’ magħna sabiex tesponi l-argumenti li inti tħoss li huma rilevanti, speċjalment fuq il-Euro-Med.  Niftakar ukoll li inti kont anke pproponejt suġġetti oħrajn li nistgħu niddiskutu - mhux neċessarjament  f’laqgħa waħda, għax we have all the time in the world - pero` għal-lum dan il-kumitat huwa grat ħafna lejk u se niddiskutu Malta’s foreign policy role in the Euro-Mediterranean area.    

Hija okkażjoni feliċi ħafna li l-laqgħa tagħna miegħek proprju qed isseħħ ftit tal-minuti wara li ntemmet l-ewwel laqgħa li dan il-kumitat qatt kellu ma’ Ambaxxatur Libjan akkreditat għal Malta.  Inti nzertajt kont hawnhekk, u allura stajt tisma’  parti sew minn dik id-diskussjoni rigward ċerti żviluppi importanti u  interessanti li ovvjament jidħlu wkoll fil-qafas Ewro-Mediterranju u ta’ dan allura, anke biex ma neħux iktar ħin, inħalli f’idejk biex titkellem.  

Ovvjament tista’ tagħmel il-preżentazzjoni tiegħek bl-Ingliż għax naf ukoll li għandek xi ħaġa ppreparata bl-Ingliż.  The floor is yours Dr Calleya, and thanks once again.

 DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  Thank you for the  invitation.  I have circulated a short document that touches upon the key issues of the presentation. I must admit that it was a great coincidence that the Libyan Ambassador was here, because in actual fact I do identify a  strategic relationship with Libya as probably one of the most important  foreign policy priorities for Malta - I’ll  be a little bit provocative this evening to keep everyone interested – and I strongly believe  that it is an area where  we need  to do more.  We’ve heard a lot of  good sound bites and we’ve seen some good missions to Libya, but  as His Excellency himself mentioned,  there is still plenty of room for improvement. I think that that is the nature of a relationship, where one  should always look for and not take for granted what has already been achieved.  

It is quite clear that Malta and Libya are in an excellent position to formulate a strategic relationship together with other countries.  It is one of the main column cards of my presentation, strategic niches, identifying strategic  partners in our immediate vicinity - what I call, to be a bit cheeky, a neighbourhood policy of  our own - identifying those countries in our immediate vicinity.  Libya should be an obvious  choice together with Tunisia and  Italy – to name three of the strategic triangle – and here we can create synergies  and  we can profit from the advantages we bring to the table as a new EU Member State, and from the obvious areas of interest that they have, as we have already heard from the Ambassador himself and which we are very much aware of.  They are looking for a strategic relationship with the European Union, and of course Malta is in an excellent position to take advantage of the situation.   

I identify three immediate steps that need to be taken, one as far as I am concerned,  because our foreign policy priority should be the raising of the  Mediterranean flag.  It is good to have other priorities, but as far as I am concerned, when you are a small state  - and this applies to big states too, because it does not really matter who you are - you should only have one strategic objective, and our strategic niche is the Mediterranean.  When we go to Brussels, when we go to Washington,  when we go to wherever we go, Beijing if necessary, the Mediterranean is what they want to hear about. 

Second step is identifyinjg strategic partners,  those that we can work with.  I believe that the commission is not doing enough to take advantage of the opportunities  that present themselves, for instance in the Euro-Med partnership.  Some people seem to take for granted  the key actors in the Euro-Med process, the Member States themselves, i.e. Italy, Spain, Portugal, France, Greece, champions of the Barcelona process.  Is the Commission articulating a policy, a strategic type of formula that seeks to take advantage of these countries’ interests in the Mediterranean?   I am not so sure and I speak from facts, in the sense that even in areas where Malta has already succeeded in taking advantage and promoting something like the Euro-Med partnership, it does not seem to be the obvious case.  Of course, this does not apply to  Malta because here we  have consensus, which is good to see.  Malta is in an excellent position and we can see it, but does everyone else see it?  From my interaction in Brussels it is not evidently clear that when they say Euro-Med partnership they think of Malta.   Let me give one example, Mr Chairman. 

Currently we happen to have have a confidence-building measure here in Malta,  the Euro-Med information and training seminars which I have been managing for the past eight years.  So there is some self-interest here but it is Malta’s CBM which is currently up for tender, for others to bid.  I would have thought that they would be offering other types of CBMs  and not trying to perhaps put into doubt  - one hopes that this won’t  be the case - the CBM that we happen to already be playing a part in.   I am a firm believer that  in  articulating a strategic type of policy, the focus should be on the capitals that count.  The decisions of the European Union are not taken in Brussels but in the capitals and unless we influence and convince the capitals that count, we shall never see coming to Malta the advantages that the Euro-Med partnership offers. 

Recently the EU  launched its neighbourhood policy and everybody is now  talking about it.  This is very interesting  but so far of limited value because they have not exactly articulated what this neighbourhood policy consists of.  What is interesting for us in the Mediterranean is that they are saying that this will not be a replacement of  the Barcelona process, but will be a sort of a value-added benefit.  I see this as an opportunity for Malta to help the EU in its policy dialogue. We heard the Ambassador and I appreciate all that he said, particularly when he mentioned dialogue  with the United States, with the European Union, with Mr This and Mr That, even though they  do not always see eye to eye.  Well  I think Malta is in an excellent position to offer the good services of good neighbourly relations, good offices, helping as a bridge.  Mind you, not a bridge in the  high-sounding type of initiative but in the low-sounding type of activity where behind the scenes and in a  low profile, one offers the good offices to encourage the concept of good neighbourly relations.  Libya would come in here as the prime example, Mr Chairman.  

It is clear that the EU is very interested in speaking to Libya and hopefully seeing  it join the Barcelona process.  I would like to see Malta at the heart of making sure that this happens. Ten days ago I was in Paris, and I asked the EU envoy to the Middle East, Marc Otte, what the EU’s position on Libya joining the Barcelona process is.  He drew a sort of blank and was a bit confused, and  was definitely not up to scratch.  I asked him other questions too.  I asked him about the relationship between the Barcelona process and the neighbourhood policy of the EU.  Here I must admit that  I am very concerned  and I stress  this point because I have a fear  that the neighbourhood policy could result in a dilution, in a downgrading of the Barcelona process.  Why?  Because very much like the broader Middle East initiative of the Americans, the scope of some countries is much wider.  It is the Caucasus, it is the Middle East, it is the Gulf and  it is not the Maghreb and the Mashrek. 

Secondly, the geographical scope is much larger and there are many more countries.  So we are going to have a lot more people knocking on the door of Brussels for this so-called special relationship. I think that Malta has to be very clear that it would like to see the EU focusing on the Mashrek and  especially the Maghreb.  We should advocate a stronger Euro-Maghreb relationship on the lines of the EU policy, dating back as far as a decade ago.  There is a whole shopping list of issues, but as far as I am concerned, the main issues for Malta when it comes to security challenges....... I won’t  go into detail here, but of course  when you say the Mediterranean, you do not show up for a meeting and say:  We  are from the Mediterranean and we would like you to take an interest in …  It is a question of self-interest and my shopping list will focus on self-interest.  Surely there  is the maritime security issue, Mr Chairman. 

Here we are already playing a sort of a bridge-building role with our coastguard. Unfortunately this is done more with the Americans than with the European Union, which is what I would like  to see. I would encourage more co-operation on the sharing of information when it comes to combating terrorism and weapons of mass destruction, proliferation of weapons of all kind, perhaps a Europol agency or a Euro-Med information agency coming down here to share security intelligence. This is an important issue, and I do not think we need to be shy.  Malta should approach Brussels as a seat for Euro-Med initiatives, not to have a foundation or an agency but as a counterpart to what they have in Brussels.   This would very much be on the lines of co-ownership. After ten years of the Barcelona process, Brussels is obsessed with the fact that the Mediterranean countries have not yet taken the lead.  Now you can play the blame game and say:  You are not interested, you are not joining, you are not doing your part.  The  fact is that the time has come, and I think that this is the opportune moment, Mr Chairman. 

The tenth anniversary of the Barcelona process is next year, and it is very impressive to see the Dublin conclusions. I was not there but I read and studied the documentation. I have been following it day by day for the past eight and a half years. It is very impressive to see the Dutch, the Luxembourg and the British presidencies of the EU already committing themselves to a strategic overhaul of the Barcelona process.  I think that Malta had  better have a strategic document a little bit like the strategic document of the EU, where they identified 11 points in a Middle East-Mediterranean type of framework, so that hopefully we can achieve one point over the next eighteen months, which I identify as a window of opportunity.  

When I spoke to Marc Otte and others from  the commission and I asked for a straight answer as to which way are we going vis-à-vis the Euro-Med partnership, they managed to deflect the issue.  These people  know me and they like me, but  they do  feel uncomfortable if it is a conference where I ask loaded questions. We have a strategic review conference next year – it will take place probably during the British presidency – and from a practical perspective I think Malta should be identifying the strategic objectives in the Euro-Med partnership, ahead of the strategic review conference,  so that people do realise  that we can play a leading role. Because  when you go to Brussels and you see the difficulties and  the complexities of the Barcelona process,  some would say that it has been a strategic failure over the last eight and a half years, but I do not see that way.   When you look  at the ambitious challenge that has been  undertaken form day one,  I think it was to be expected, but I repeat that here   I see an opportunity for Malta.  

Malta is in an excellent geographical and strategic position. The nature of our historical relationship with countries to the south is second to none. We bring a lot to the table, but in the meetings, be it of an EU nature or  the Euro-Med partnership, we  need to make sure that our voice is heard not by saying:  We’re Maltese and we would like to play this role, but by saying: What is the situation about Libya(  What can we do(  I believe the Libyans would welcome this. Of course we have to interact with them. How soon can we make a move in order  to get  Libya  to accept the Barcelona acquis and join the process?   And you can say the same for a strategic relationship with Tunisia and with Italy vis-à-vis different initiatives in the Mediterranean.  My paper focuses on some policy recommendations, Mr Chairman. 

Of course, it is very easy for me as an academic to forget about the costs and the difficulty of finding the right personnel, but I would seriously advocate the creation of a Euro-Med unit in the first instance. This should be a specific unit  focusing  on a dual track diplomacy of the main capitals - Madrid, Rome, Paris, Berlin, London and Athens - articulating what Malta would like to see in a consistent manner. Of course, the unit has to have desk officers that can handle and co-ordinate Malta’s strategic objective vis-à-vis the capitals with our embassies. I know we have embassies in most of these capitals, so half the task is already there. It is a question of identifying desk officers, positioning them and making sure that they are competent enough to take advantage of this approach.  Secondly - and I think this is even more challenging but just as important - is the multilateral track, Mr Chairman. 

Quite often one says that there is nothing happening in the Mediterranean from a regional perspective. We have the Mediterranean forum, we have the neighbourhood policy, we have the Five plus Five grouping, we have the Barcelona process, we have the Maghreb Union and we have the Arab League which fits into this pattern. How many of us are exactly following what is happening and feeding it into a systematic type of approach on what Malta’s position is vis-à-vis these different initiatives? The  good news is that Malta is a member of most of them. On the other hand, the bad news is that I have my doubts as to how much co-ordination is taking place vis-à-vis the different ministries in Malta and the meetings that are taking place. 

Of course, we have to have a follow-up, because it is not just a question of attending.  A Euro-Med unit would bring coherence to this type of approach,  tracking relations with the capitals that count to influence policy positions and to co-ordinate the number of initiatives so that when we go to Brussels we speak with a strong voice. Very few other countries are part of this regional initative in the Mediterranean where they can play the role that we play. If we are well briefed and we’ve done our homework in the light of developments happening with  the different regional initiatives, that would surely  give us more weight.  

The key message is to stand up and be counted, but the feedback I get is that this is not happening. We are successful, do not get me wrong, we are playing our part. We have hosted the second ministerial meeting of the Barcelona process.  We do have a confidence-building measure under our cap.  But what strikes me as odd at a moment when I would have thought that the floodgates would be opening with policy initiatives and demands on Malta to stand up and be counted, it seems that there is a mixed perspective in Brussels as to  what we are going to do in the Mediterranean. That is nothing new but there’s no resurgence vis-à-vis Malta, that being a Euro-Med analyst, I would have liked to see. I sort of assumed, in line with the Euro-Med characteristics that we bring to the table, that we would have been a natural.... 

Of course, from a realpolitik perspective, I am not as naïve as my academic credentials may demonstrate.  And it is quite clear that we have to work in a bipartisan manner to ensure that we have our fair share of the EU policy towards the Mediterranean. And even more, it is a question of ensuring that a sort of strategic relation based on co-operative relations between the EU and the Mediterranean does actually develop in the years to come. 

This was my brief exposition.  Thank you for the opportunity, Mr Chairman.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Grazzi, Dr Calleya.  Qabel ma nagħti l-kelma lill-kollegi tiegħi xtaqt nistaqsik żewġ affarijiet.  L-ewwelnett, jekk m’iniex sejjer żball, għandi l-impressjoni li inti u l-Maġġur Cauchi Inglott ippreżentajtu paper fejn qed tissuġġerixxu t-twaqqif ta’ coastguard agency ibbażata f’Malta. Xtaqt ftit feedback  fuq din il-prosposta ħalli, jekk hemm bżonn, darb’oħra nagħmlu laqgħa fuqha, u flimkien miegħek ikollna lill-Maġġur Cauchi Inglott preżenti. 

It-tieni ħaġa li xtaqt nagħmel riferenza għaliha hi li f’paġna 2 ta’ dan id-dokument, inti qed issemmi l-punt li Malta għandha tiffoka fuq il-kunċett ta’ good neighbourly relations u d-diplomazija ta’ żvilupp. Fil-fatt qed tgħid: “How about the idea of setting up a joint venture relationship that focuses on strengthening regional relations in the Maghreb  and the Middle East at different sectorial levels of co-operation.” u ssemmi fost l-oħrajn l-edukazzjoni, iż-żgħażagħ u s-civil society. Xtaqtek forsi tispjega ftit x’qed tifhem b’joint venture relationship.  

  DR CALLEYA:  You’re either an incredibly quick reader or you have the knack to focus on some major issues.  I can do a presentation on both and in fact I was hoping there would be a presentation down the line on  border control. 

As I said, maritime security as far as I am concerned is one of the prime areas of concern. Everything that happens here - drug trafficking, organised crime, illegal migration - happens as a result of what is going on in our vicinity. So it is quite clear that it is in our interest to put forward some sort of a comprehensive policy in this framework.  The good news is that it is also in the EU’s interest. Not only is it in its interest, but it is of primary concern and in the EU they are going through the process of trying to create a more effective border control to the south and to the east vis-a-vis their neighbourhood policy. 

I would argue that Malta should take the lead in the south to be the seat of a coastguard type of management of what is happening in our seas. It could be in non-sensitive areas, inviting EU Member States - Italy in the first instance, but others, partner countries, Tunisia, Libya - after consultation with Brussels. I do not see any reason why they should not welcome such an initiative in fields such as search and rescue.  This is a big area. What is happening around us? Thousands of ships are criss-crossing the Straits of Sicily weekly. Do we know what is going on in our vicinity( I’m not talking about the 9/11, 3/11 scenarios or of some catastrophic Armageddon.  I am talking about a tanker collision  and  I am talking about some sort of a natural event where somebody falls asleep and all of a sudden you get  an SOS.  Are we in a position to deal with such an emergency, such a crisis like an oil spillage in our vicinity that could undermine our entire economy overnight? I know that Malta has actually put forward a bid to host such a mechanism in the south.  I hope that there is consensus and that there’ll be more of this  pro-active type of approach vis-à-vis Brussels to ensure that the EU takes note of our offer because it is in our mutual  interest. 

Regarding the joint venture, here I was primarily thinking in terms of big development. We don’t have many developments in the Euro-Med process but we now have a foundation that unfortunately is not coming to Malta but is going to Alexandria.  I think that a decision has been taken is good news,  but it is quite clear that for this foundation to be effective - and the EU has already identified this – it has to create synergies, networks at a subregional level.  I would argue that Malta – it has already been identified and appreciated for the effort it has been putting  forward - should be advocating increasing civil society types of interaction between the EU and the Maghreb states and we should be putting forward proposals, educational, civil society, youth exchanges, different initiatives that already exist in the Barcelona framework, where we can take much more of an active approach vis-à-vis our neighbours in the Maghreb  in the first instance.  The trick here is not to try to be number one in all of the issues, Mr Chairman.  
You know that in my presentation, not because I don’t think we have something to say … And if someone were to ask me, I would just say what I think, something like in the Middle-East there’s enough there, there’s a lot happening there - unfortunately it’s not what should be happening - and there’s lot of interest.  I think it would  be a bit too much to say  that we can come in with our own type of initiative and solve the problems of the Middle-East.  That doesn’t mean that we can‘t play a role. I think we can do more and we should be doing more.  We’re a member of the EU, and the EU is one of the components of the quartet.  My question everywhere I go, whenever there’s a meeting of this sort  - and ten days ago I put this same question to Marc Otte who replaced Miguel Moratinos – is:  What  is the EU doing in the quartet to ensure that this so called roadmap - whether you believe in it  or not, so far they believe in it - moves from phase one?  We’re a Member State, so that the quartet happens to be us. So  anybody saying Malta should be doing this must  realise that the quartet is already representing us, and I would argue, fair enough, that they were there before we joined.  But now we are sitting at  the same table and we sould be asking:  Hey, what is happening?  What are you doing vis-à-vis the Americans?  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Xtaqt nisma’ xi kummenti.  Il-Ministru.

  ONOR. JOHN DALLI: Sur President, smajt b’interess kbir dak li qal is-Sur Calleya. Il-pożizzjoni tiegħi hawnhekk m’hijiex biss waħda li ngħid x’naħseb u nitkellem fuq ideali u ideat. Jien naħseb li r-rwol ta’ Dr Calleya huwa dak li joħloq inizjattivi ġodda, direzzjoni ġdida dwar dak li rridu nagħmlu.  Naturalment  il-pożizzjoni tiegħi bħala ministru ta’ l-affarijiet barranin hija waħda li nesegwixxi u li naħdem fir-realtajiet tas-sitwazzjoni li nsib ruħi fiha, realtajiet  fis-sens ta’ limitazzjoni  ta’ riżorsi finanzjarji u umani, limitazzjonijiet ġeografiċi, ta’ kapaċita’, fis-sens tal-kelma Ingliża “capacity” u mhux kapaċita’ mil-lat ta’ kemm aħna tajbin biex  nagħmlu ċerti affarijiet, biex tifhmuni tajjeb.  

Fil-Mediterran m’hemmx Malta biss, għax hemm Spanja li għandha interessi speċifiċi fiż-żona tal-Mediterran.  Hemm  l-Italja, li għandha r-realtajiet tagħha, u hemm Franza bl-ex-kolonji tagħha u bl-interessi kbar li għandha.  Hemm il-Greċja u  hemm Ċipru, li allura meta niġu għal-Lvant tal-Mediterran għandhom ċerta ġibda lejn dawk in-naħat.  X’qiegħed nipprova ngħid, Mr Chairman?  Qiegħed ngħid li għalkemm aħna nemmnu bil-qawwa kollha bħalma kelli l-opportunita’ li nitkellem f’dan il-kumitat matul il-ġimgħat li għaddew fuq ir-rwol tagħna, rwol Mediterranju, vokazzjoni Mediterranja,  pero’ irridu nindirizzaw dawn l-affarijiet b’ċertu sens ta’ realiżmu u effettivita’.  Fil-fatt insemmi punt wieħed biss li spiċċa bih Dr Calleya, il-quartet li jiddiskuti u mbagħad imur jirrappreżentana fil-Middle East. 

Qabel ma l-quartet imur fil-Middle East, aħna l-ministri ta’ l-affarijiet barranin  tal-pajjiżi membri ta’ l-Unjoni – u aħna llum membri sħaħ ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea - niddiskutu fid-dettall l-iżviluppi kollha, bħalma ġara fl-aħħar quartet li sar wara l-problema li nħolqot meta George W Bush għamel id-dikjarazzjoni tiegħu ma’ Ariel Sharon, li allura ma ntlaqgħet xejn tajjeb la mill-Ewropa u la minn ħadd.  Jien nassigurah li aħna konna hemm, aħna ddiskutejna u  tajna l-opinjoni tagħna u fir-realta’ l-Ewropa marret hemm mgħammra b’dak kollu li qed naħsbu aħna fiha, u ħadet stand qawwi li bażikament wara l-laqgħa tal-quartet, kien hemm nista’ ngħid reviżjoni tal-pożizzjoni -  ejja ngħid tad-diċitura biex inkun preċiż - anke min-naħa Amerikana.  Jiġifieri x’qed ngħid jiena?  Qed ngħid illi l-parteċipazzjoni tagħna qiegħda hemm, Sur President.

Punt tajjeb li semma Dr Calleya huwa dwar il-linkages u s-sinkronizzazzjoni li aħna għandna nfittxu.  Jiena wieħed milli nemmen li d-deċiżjonijiet isiru in the capitals u mhux at the United Nations.  Għalhekk jiena ltqajt ma’ Colin Powell f’Washington, u  mort iċ-Ċina nitkellem fuq il-Mediterran għaliex jiena naqbel preċiżament ma’ din it-tema li hemmhekk fejn jittieħdu d-deċiżjonijiet. Importanti ħafna iżda li wieħed jifhem  li s-saħħa tagħna hija għax aħna żgħar, aħna fdati, u ħadd ma jiddejjaq minna u aħna kredibbli, pero’ wkoll ma’ dawn l-affarijiet kollha trid timxi b’għaqal.  Ma naħsibx li huwa l-każ li għal kull kuntatt li nagħmlu noqogħdu ndoqqu t-trombi x’inhu jsir jew inkella noqogħdu ndoqqu l-fanfara u naqbdu l-megaphone u noqogħdu nxandru ma’ kullimkien.  Jien naħseb li jekk nagħmlu hekk nitilfu ħafna mill-kredibbilta’ tagħna. Ix-xogħol qed isir anke hawnhekk.  Jiena lil sħabi tal-kumitat, kif għedna, anke akkost li xi kultant ikollna niltaqgħu mingħajr il-media - għaliex ċerti affarijiet iridu jibqgħu jingħataw b’ċerta konfidenzjalita’ - inżommhom informati b’dawk l-affarijiet li jkunu qegħdin jiġru, pero’ wieħed irid jifhem li mhux kollox jista’ jkun in the public domain. 

Jiena nista’ nassigura lil Dr Calleya - ejja ngħid l-esperjenza tiegħi personali – li fil-ftit ġimgħat li ili ministru ta’ l-affarijiet barranin, diġa’ għamilt ħafna kuntatti ma’ ħafna mill-partners Mediterranji. Hemm bżonn li nagħmlu iktar. Hemm bżonn li jkollna iktar ftuħ lejn il-Marokk.  Hemm bżonn li jkollna iktar ftuħ lejn Tuneż. Hemm bżonn li nerġgħu nibnu r-relazzjoni ma’ l-Alġerija fl-opinjoni tiegħi.  Pero’ l-ġimgħat jgħaddu waħda wara l-oħra, u x-xogħol li għandna f’ħafna fora huwa dak li hu.  Iż-żmien li għandek biex toqgħod tagħmel dawn it-tip ta’ laqgħat huwa limitat, pero` qed nibnuhom.  

Jien nifraħ lil Dr Calleya għall-preżentazzjoni tiegħu, preżentazzjoni li tagħtik ħafna food for thought, u napprezza.  Smajt b’attenzjoni u naturalment għamilt l-assessment tiegħi u assimilajt dak li ntqal. Jien persważ li mas-Sur Calleya se jkolli iktar djalogu fil-futur bħala ministru biex naraw mhux biss ir-rwol tiegħu fid-diplomatic academy pero` wkoll l-area expertise li għandu.  Grazzi.

  THE CHAIRMAN:  L-Onor. Brincat.

  ONOR. LEO BRINCAT:  Sur President, jien xtaqt immiss tliet punti żgħar.  Biex nagħlqu l-kapitlu tal-Libja vis-à-vis l-proċess tal-Euro-Med, jekk jaħsibx Dr Calleya li n-normalizzazzjoni tar-relazzjonijiet bejn il-Libja u l-Ġermanja li għadhom imdendlin minħabba l-każ tal-La Belle, jistgħux iwasslu biex jekk iseħħ dan ir-rapprochement, l-integrazzjoni tal-Libja fil-Euro-Med tista’ tiġi iktar faċilitata?  Jien personalment inħares lejha bħala waħda mill-major stumbling blocks.

It-tieni nett nixtieq inkun naf kif jara  Dr Calleya l-impatt li jista’ jkollha fuq il-Euro-Med process, il-ħatra ta’ foreign minister għall-EU, fis-sens jekk dan huwiex se jkun f’pożizzjoni li jeżerċita iktar clout politiku milli kien hemm sal-lum, minkejja l-impenn li wera Solana fir-rwol tiegħu.

It-tielet punt semmejtu inti stess, Dr Calleya,  u jirrigwarda l-linkage mal-problema tal-Lvant Nofsani.  Il-linkage tal-Euro-Med process mal-Lvant Nofsani dejjem kienet daqsxejn ta’ catch-22 situation, fis-sens li minn naħa jkun hemm min jgħidlek:  Isma’, jekk ikun hemm dan il-linkage, jista’ jingħata impetus iktar qawwi lill-proċess tal-Lvant Nofsani, u min-naħa l-oħra jkun hemm min jargumenta u jgħidlek:  Isma’, jekk se nidħlu f’dawk l-irqaqat we’re going to get bogged down.   Issa tajjeb jew ħażin, kif semmejt inti stess, illum Malta bħala membru ta’ l-UE  qiegħda rappreżentata fil-quartet.  

Huwa fatt magħruf ukoll li minkejja l-komponenti tal-quartet,  fuq livell prattiku huma l-Istati Uniti l-prime movers f’dan ir-rigward, u bħalissa żgur li m’huwiex l-iktar żmien feliċi għal xi inizjattiva ġdida meta ninsabu lejlet elezzjoni presidenzjali fl-Amerika.  Ma taħsibx imma li ġaladarba dawn l-elezzjonijiet ikunu għaddew,  tkun xi tkun l-amministrazzjoni Amerikana, kemm dik preżenti iżda mġedda jew amministrazzjoni ġdida, għandu jsir drive min-naħa ta’ l-UE vis-à-vis l-kuntest tal-Lvant Nofsani fil-Euro-Med process?  

Sfortunatament filwaqt li l-UE hija perceived pożittivament minn ħafna mill-partijiet involuti fil-konflitt, speċjalment mill-Palestinjani meta niġu għal dik li hija ġenerożita` ta’ għajnuna, għal dak li huwa eżerċitar ta’ political clout, il-UE ma tinħassx.  Min-naħa l-oħra għandek ukoll ċertu xettiċiżmu min-naħa ta’ l-Iżraeljani li jħossu li kważi hemm anke an anti-Semitic bias fil-konfront tagħhom.  Naħseb li dawn iż-żewġ fatturi are bogging down the process u r-rwol prospettiv li jista’ jkollu l-Euro-Med process b’linkage mal-Lvant Nofsani.  

Biss jien personalment nemmen li għalkemm iktar faċli tgħidha milli twettaqha, jekk il-Euro-Med irid ikun proċess verament ħaj u mhux xi ħaġa li teżisti fuq il-karta biss, għandu jwessa' u jpoġġi r-rwol tiegħu iktar fil-fond, anke vis-à-vis il-proċess tal-Lvant Nofsani.  Għalkemm dan jista’ joħloq diffikultajiet ġodda u jista’ anke jikkawża  slowdown tal-proċess innifsu, naħseb li proċess mingħajr linkage ma jkunx proċess ħolistiku kif wieħed ikun jixtieq.

  THE CHAIRMAN:  Il-Ministru.

  ONOR. JOHN DALLI:  Jien li nista’ ngħid huwa li bħala ministru responsabbli mill-affarijiet barranin attendejt għal-laqgħa tal-ministri tal-Euro-Med ftit ġimgħat ilu f’Dublin, fejn tista’ tgħid li l-kwestjoni tal-Middle East ħadet il-laqgħa kollha.  Ħadt gost almenu li dakinhar kellna kemm lir-rappreżentant ta’ Israel kif ukoll dak tal-Palestina li baqgħu fl-istess kamra waqt li kienu qed jagħmlu l-intervent tagħhom il-kelliema tan-naħa l-oħra.  Qaluli li din kienet xi ħaġa li ma tantx tiġri.  Veru li ma tantx tkellmu b'mod ħelu fil-konfront ta’  xulxin, pero` huwa fatt li baqgħu jisimgħu lil xulxin.  Jiġifieri li qed nipprova ngħid jien huwa li mill-esperjenza li għandi ta' l-ewwel laqgħa li kelli tal-Euro-Med, il-proċess huwa seized mill-problema.  

Issemmiet il-Libja u jien nixtieq li l-Libja wkoll kemm jista’ ikun tkun tagħmel parti mill-proċess.  Fil-fatt ħadt gost li l-ministru ta’ l-affarijiet barranin tal-Libja kien preżenti bħala osservatur f’dik il-laqgħa.  Naturalment għad hemm xi issues - m’humiex issues ta’ policy imma huma 'l barra mill-proċess tal-Euro-Med - li qed iżommu lil-Libja milli tidħol bis-sħiħ.  Jien nispera u nawgura li dawn l-issues, li huma tnejn, jiġu riżolti b’mod tajjeb.  M'iniex se noqgħod nidħol fil-mertu tagħhom għax m’iniex seized mill-informazzjoni kollha, u m'huwiex kompitu tiegħi li nagħmel dan, pero` nawgura li dawn l-issues jiġu riżolti ħalli l-Libja ssib ruħha parti integrali mill-proċess tal-Euro-Med kemm jista’ kun malajr.

  THE CHAIRMAN:  L-Onor. Asciak.

  ONOR. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  Jien għandi biss mistoqsija waħda.  Fl-isfond tal-proċess ta’ Barcelona ta’ spiss tisma’ bil-MEDA u l-MENA programmes.  Tista’ tispjegalna x'differenza hemm bejniethom?  

 THE CHAIRMAN:  L-Onor. Bartolo.

  ONOR. EVARIST BARTOLO:  Hija cliché li wieħed jgħid li Malta hija  bridge għall-bqija tad-dinja. Kemm taħseb li nistgħu nibqgħu neħduha for granted li għax il-ġeografija tpoġġina fejn tpoġġina, allura naħsbu li awtomatikament aħna bridge?  Nafu li llum jeżistu l-flyovers u nafu wkoll li l-bridges huma teknoloġija ta’ l-antik.  Jien ngħid li għandna naħdmu ħafna iżjed biex nimmobilizzaw ir-riżorsi limitati li għandna u nikkordinawhom.  Naħseb li dik hija waħda mill-problemi li għandna li ma nikkordinawx l-inizjattivi tagħna, bir-riżorsi limitati ħafna li għandna, partikolarment fl-oqsma akkademiċi. 

Jien ngħid li l-Universita` m’hijiex taħdem biżżejjed f’dan il-qasam għax m'hux biżżejjed li jkun hemm akkademja tad-diplomazija.   Jien nixtieq nara aktar focus  - anke jekk l-Universita` tkun trid toffri opportunitajiet ta’ studju differenti minn dawk li hemm fuq il-kontinent Ewropew minħabba dan il-focus Ewro-Mediterranju li ma ssibux f’universitajiet oħra – ħalli waħda mir-raġunijiet għala jkunu mħeġġin jiġu hawn l-istudenti tkun għax hawn se jsibu xi ħaġa differenti milli normalment isibu u mhux more of the same, bil-biċċa l-kbira imitazzjoni fqira ta’ x’jiġri fuq il-kontinent minflok xi ħaġa ġdida li nagħmlu aħna.  Għalfejn noqogħdu ngħidu li aħna bridge?   Pajjiżi oħra  bħall-Italja, Sqallija, Spanja u Franza qed iwaqqfu strutturi ta' djalogu ta’ reliġjonijiet u ta’ ċelebrazzjoni tad-diversita` kulturali u aħna noqogħdu ngħidu li aħna bridge, u qed nispiċċaw fuq il-bridge weħidna!

  THE CHAIRMAN:  L-Onor. Gonzi.

  ONOR. MICHAEL GONZI:  Inti ffukajt ħafna fuq il-Mediterran u fuq il-fatt li Malta bħala ċentru fil-Mediterran tista' ssemma’ leħinha aktar. L-Onor. Dalli qal ukoll li għandna nikkomunikaw iktar ma' l-Alġerija, mat-Tuneżija u mal-pajjiżi Afrikani. At the same time il-Euro-Med idaħħallek pajjiżi bħad-Danimarka u l-Ġermanja. Issa dawn x'interess għandhom fil-Mediterran?  Jien  naraha aktar utli għal Malta li tidħol f'forum Mediterranju bħalma hu s-CSCM, fejn dalwaqt se titwaqqaf a parliamentary assembly for Mediterranean states.  Ma taħsibx li Malta jkollha leħen aktar qawwi ġo forum bħal dak aktar milli fil-Euro-Med?

  THE CHAIRMAN:  Dr Calleya.

  DR STEPHEN CALLEYA: Let me start with  the last point.  I think it makes no sense to exclude yourself from Europe  which we are part of. You mentioned Denmark and Germany.  If you had mentioned the Scandinavian countries and the Baltic states, maybe I would have understood,  but  Germany is a bit of a mixed bag and it ties in to the Libya-Berlin reference.  Germany is at the heart of the EU. The interesting point is that non-Mediterranean EU member states are even more active on  Mediterranean issues.  Indeed, if  you go back to the beginning you’ll find that it was Sweden – good luck to them, I mean  it came at our expense which was unfortunate – together with Egypt.  I think it would have been interesting had we had a strategic relationship or at least had been thinking outside the box.  

Obviously I don't expect the minister and all of you who deal with the issue on a day-to-day basis …. But at least from a strategic perspective, London and Paris recognised,  especially post 9/11 but even  post cold war - and this is the final point I mentioned in my paper, nothing new, but it is something that has to be emphasized - the indivisibility of the security aspect between Europe and the Mediterranean.  It shouldn't be just a slogan or rhetoric. They realised that the problems, the issues, the concerns emanating in the Mediterranean ... And it is obvious why.  After the milk was spilt,  a lot of people woke up and started thinking outside their immediate vicinity. It was realised that the Mediterranean area, in particular the Maghreb and  the Mashrek, despite the fact that it may be half way round the world and not within everyone’s vicinity, is a common concern.    Let's think a little bit strategically. 

If you look at the United States,  someone in Seattle thinking of Florida, the Baltic  and the Mediterranean is the same thing.  So we don't really need tour Buffalo and Florida.... I was in Helsinki two weeks ago and everybody up there is concerned with Chechnya, but their very concern is with poverty and illegal migration.   Migration is mainly the big issue because they believe that these millions of people are coming and going to take whatever they are seeking and they are afraid about terrorists and about terrorist movements. So I don't think it's a question of looking outside of Europe. I think we should go to Europe. Now I will try to link different points that were made to sum up. 

It’s great for  ministers and  ambassadors to make policy statements and go here and there.  It's fantastic and I encourage them  to go to all the capitals of  the world, but there has to be a follow-up strategy and there has to be co-ordination. There has to be a unit of three, four, five or six people who can take the ball that has been thrown in the air and make sure that there is  some sort of a systemic follow-up on the issue. The minister can’t do it. The ambassadors have enough of a problem dealing with their own dossiers. Whether the minister is in Beijing or in Berlin, of course developments do happen in an EU-framework. Something is happening every other day. Once a constitutional decision is taken at the end of the week, we need to have a strategic rethink and refocus. 

The  decision to have a foreign minister for the whole of Europe is good news because there  you have a focal point.  My question is:  Will Solana – it’s good that he is Spanish,  but don't take anything for granted - be focused on the Mediterranean or will he have a grander perspective, in line with what the EU is trying to articulate vis-a-vis its European security strategy  of playing a global role. I fear that Solana may be outside the Mediterranean more often than he is in the Mediterranean, but it doesn't really matter how often he sees us as long as he knows that he can rely on Malta as a strategic partner to help articulate and move the policy framework of the EU together in complete consultation with the Mediterranean partner countries.

On the issue of Libya, it is clear that capitals do count. So if the Germans are not comfortable with the status quo vis-a-vis Libya, they are going to do what needs to be done to find a solution.  You know Libya is  a golden nugget as far as we are concerned.  It offers us an incredible opportunity to play the interactive facilitator because of the trust and confidence that Libya has vis-a-vis Malta. Of course,  we have to convince them as well as persuade them, make sure that they want us to do this. This we should not do in a high-sounding headline manner, not like Blair shaking hands, but behind the scenes. I think we can do this vis-a-vis Berlin and we should also do it vis-a-vis Washington.  

My observation is that the sanctions against Libya may be lifted this side of  Congress and the Senate going into recess. That would be very good news for the  incumbent President of the United States of America as he can demonstrate that it is not all bad news.  Yes, there are those who perhaps don't want to see...  No one is saying that it is going to be that straightforward,  but Libya is in a vantage point and whether  it is  Bush  or  Carey,  the United States will in all probability be willing to go along.  It is irreversible what we've seen vis-a-vis Libya and Washington, and it makes no sense for Malta not to be in Washington and in the European capitals if it wants to  promote the role we should  play.  And this is not something high-sounding or far-fetched, but it is a natural role.  By the way, I started off my presentation saying we should  play only one role.  It is not like trying to be everywhere, every time.  

Regarding the Middle East, it is my feeling that the  EU will finally have to admit that contrary to the perspective enshrined in the Barcelona declaration of November 1995, there is no escaping the Middle East,  and you don't need to be a scientist to realise this.  Of course the question is what we are going to do.  I do not understand - and I thank you for sharing the insight because I very much appreciate that - why the EU should not be playing a more leading  type of role in the quartet, not to the annoyance of Washington but to the complement of Washington, in the sense that the EU is in an excellent position.   Actually the EU  is expected by  the Arabs,  the counterpart of Israel, to stand up as an actor in the international community.  

I think the Barcelona framework, where they have been saying that the Middle East is something ongoing, and  that they don’t deal with what is ongoing. The few meetings I attend at my level are always hijacked - the meetings are hijacked by the Palestenians and that is understandable - but how much worse can it get?  The good news is that they gather in one room and they stay there.  Two weeks ago in Dublin the Palestinian, Syrian and  Egyptian Ambassadors  all ganged up on the Israeli Ambassador and gave him a mouthful, but still that's a type of dialogue. Unfortunately, the administration in the United States ...  not a question of blaming but I think the EU can…  And by the way, with a border 80 miles away from the Middle East... 

We talk about a neighbourhood policy, but this is your front garden!  Beirut is  next door to Cyprus, so it is quite clear that the strategic review…  My understanding of the conference next year will be an opportunity to call a spade a spade and to emphasize the need  for the EU to start articulating a more effective policy.  Of course the trick  is in the detail, and one has to work together with other countries.  A crucial point here, because whenever I make a presentation there is a habit to be too Malta-ambitious. It’s not the case.  

We have to work with others, in synchrony with Madrid, Rome, Athens and others.  When I say playing  a leading  role it means a direct role, but not on our own.  It would be nonsensical  to think Paris, Rome and Madrid don't have their own direct links.  But is Malta part of their policy framework towards this part of the world?  I don't know.  Perhaps we are to  a limited extent,  but I think we should  be doing a lot more and I know  that our embassies in these capitals are in an excellent position, given  the right support from the base.  

Of course the minister is the key. He is the one who leads in this type of situation,  but then you need  a back-up team that follows through, making the right  connections.  Believe you me, if Malta has something to say immediately, the phone will ring and others will follow and  say:   Could you explain what Malta's position is on this?  Could you articulate what Malta's thinking is?  One of the main questions concerns  Malta’s position vis-à-vis Turkey and their  membership, everywhere you go.  So they’re interested  and  rightly so.

You asked me about MEDA  and MENA.  MEDA is the financial framework of the Barcelona process while MENA is the acronym for the Middle East and North Africa.  It is a matter where we should focus on because that's where there is financing.  It is quite clear that if the EU  is  looking to maximise the little bit of money it has, what better place to go to than Malta?  No  we should not take for granted this whole illusion of bridge-building and fantasizing about being the first. We must realise that  there are  other Mediterranean  countries making the case that they should be now taking the leading  role when it comes to the financing of projects, because they contend that Malta  is no longer a partner, and there are EU member states who argue that we should share with them as well.   So it is a question of putting our case clearly on the table, safeguarding what we've been doing.  

With all due respect, after  eight years  through thick and thin - the second ministerial came to Malta the moment  the Barcelona process was going to fall apart as  they could not find a  location where to hold it in April 1997 -  I think it’s only fair that we call up or put forward our marker on the table and say:  The confidence- building measure,  the training that we offer to  young officers is there.   We can do it in sectors such as police training, border control management and  coastguard,  bringing southern Europeans and people from North Africa  to Malta for short-term intensive type of exercises. 

 I would argue  – and I think  you cannot but  agree – that  the Europeans and especially the Arabs feel very comfortable when they  come to Malta.   It is not the same when they travel to other parts of the world.  So let's take advantage of the natural blessings that we have and transpose them into policies relevant to the type of activity  where we can benefit politically, economically and  culturally.  Ultimately, it is the Euro-Med area that  benefits  the most.    

  THE CHAIRMAN: Grazzi ħafna, Dr. Calleya.  Jiena m'inix se ngħidlek addio, pero' arrivederci a presto.  Jekk Alla jrid niffissaw laqgħa għal Settembru fejn inti u l-Maġġur Cauchi Inglott tagħtuna presentation fuq il-coastguard agency proposa,l u mbagħad nerġgħu niltaqgħu għal ħabta ta' Ottubru jew Novembru dwar suġġett li konna semmejna u inti dehrt dispost illi titkellem dwaru,  cioe’ is-summit tac-CHOGM tas-sena d-dieħla.  Grazzi ħafna mill-ġdid, u prosit.
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