MALTA

KAMRA TAD-DEPUTATI

KUMITAT PERMANENTI DWAR 

L-AFFARIJIET BARRANIN U EWROPEJ

(Rapport Uffiċjali u Rivedut)

L-GĦAXAR PARLAMENT

Laqgħa Nru. 12
It-Tnejn, 12 ta' Lulju, 2004

Stampat fl-Uffiċċju ta' l-Iskrivan

Kamra tad-Deputati

Malta

Prezz Lm1

L-GĦAXAR PARLAMENT

KUMITAT PERMANENTI DWAR 

L-AFFARIJIET BARRANIN U EWROPEJ

Laqgħa Nru. 12
It-Tnejn, 12 ta' Lulju, 2004

Il-Kumitat iltaqa' fil-Palazz, il-Belt Valletta fis-7.30 p.m.

Talba

MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru 11 li saret fil-15 ta’ Ġunju 2004 ġew approvati.

ESTABLISHING  AN EU COASTGUARD AGENCY IN MALTA

THE CHAIRMAN (Onor. Jason Azzopardi): Qabel ma ngħaddu għall-preżentazzjoni min-naħa tal-Maġġur Cauchi Inglott u Dr Stephen Calleya dwar it-twaqqif ta' coastguard agency  f'Malta, xtaqt nagħmel ftit punti preliminari. 

L-ewwelnett irrid ninforma lil sħabi tal-kumitat li rċevejna numru ta' riżoluzzjonijiet tal-Parlament Ewropew, fosthom waħda dwar id-drittijiet tal-bniedem u oħra dwar freedom of expression and information u l-vjolazzjoni ta’ dan id-dritt. Dawn huma żewġ riżoluzzjonijiet datati Mejju li għadda, u kif nagħmel is-soltu, se npoġġihom fuq il-mejda biex kull membru  jkollu aċċess għalihom.

Irrid ukoll ngħidilkom li fit-30 ta’ Ġunju kelli laqgħa mat-tieni l-ogħla uffiċjal fl-ambaxxata ta’ Iżrael f'Ruma, liema ambaxxata allura tkopri wkoll Malta. Qed nirriferi għal Amos Radian,  plenipotentiary minister responsabbli mill-affarijiet tal-Parlament Ewropew u minn diversi affarijiet li għandhom x’jaqsmu mal-partiti politiċi. Meta ltqajt miegħu ppreżentali dokument interessantismu ppubblikat f’Ġunju ta’ din is-sena mill-ambaxxata ta’ Iżrael f’Ruma bit-titolu: “Disengagement Plan for the Gaza Strip and Northern Samaria – A General Outline and Revised Plan”.  

Dan id-dokument - nerġa’ ngħid  dokument interessantissimu - tqassam lill-membri  ta’ dan il-kumitat, u nissuġġerixxi li meta f’Ottubru li ġej ikollna  laqgħa ma’ l-Ambaxxatur Iżraeljan akkreditat għal Malta,  niddiskutu miegħu dan id-dokument flimkien ma’ affarijiet oħra. Fil-fatt, irrid ngħid li matul il-laqgħa li kelli ma’ dan id-diplomatiku, mill-ewwel ġiet aċċettata l-idea li nibdew il-preparamenti għal din il-laqgħa li se jkollna  u l-ħsieb huwa li f’nofs jew fit-tielet ġimgħa ta’ Ottubru, l-ambaxxatur jiltaqa’ magħna.  

Biex inkun għedt kollox, irrid ngħid ukoll li l-ħsieb tiegħi hu li ssir laqgħa ma’ l-ambaxxatur Palestinjan, ovvjament  meta jkun hemm il-ħatra ta’ ambaxxatur ġdid għax bħalissa m’hemmx ambaxxatur. Allura l-għaqal jitlob li jkun hemm żewġ preżentazzjonijiet separati fix-xahar ta’ Ottubru minn dawn iż-żewġ personaġġi. Irrid ngħid ukoll li nformajt lil Amos Radian bl-intenzjoni ta’ dan il-kumitat li jiltaqa’ ma’ l-ambaxxatur ta’ l-Awtorita` Palestinjana.  

Skambjajna diversi veduti dwar is-sitwazzjoni fil-Lvant Nofsani u esprimejt ix-xewqa tiegħi  kif diġa` espressa waqt laqgħa ta' dan il-kumitat ftit taż-żmien ilu,  li delegazzjoni ta’ dan il-kumitat iżżur il-Lvant Nofsani. Huwa kkonferma li l-awtoritajiet Iżraeljani jkunu lesti biex jipprovdu kull għajnuna, inkluż ukoll servizz ta’ sigurta` biex nagħmlu żjara fil-Lvant Nofsani. Jien għamiltha ċara li l-kumitat jiltaqa’ kemm ma’ l-awtoritajiet Iżraeljani u kemm mal-prim ministru ta’ l-Awtorita` Palestinjana, ħaġa li m’għandux ikun hemm diffikulta` biex isseħħ.  Il-ħsieb tiegħi huwa li l-kumitat iżur il-Lvant Nofsani meta ċ-ċirkostanzi jkunu jippermettu, idealment sa nofs jew sa l-ewwel terz tas-sena d-dieħla massimu. 

Skambjajna diversi veduti anke fuq il-ħidma ta’ dan il-kumitat u Amos Radian  tani dokumentazzjoni dwar updates mill-Knesset, il-Parlament Iżraeljan biex jien ikolli x’inqassam lill-membri tal-kumitat, ħaġa li se tibda tkun ongoing għall-informazzjoni ta’ kulħadd.  Jien fil-fatt informat li din id-dokumentazzjoni diġa` tqassmet. Irrid ukoll navża li għandna l-ewwel sitt dokumenti tal-kumitat ta’ skrutinju, u din importanti li nispjegawha biex kulħadd ikun jaf x’qiegħed isir fil-kumitat ta’ skrutinju.  

Il-kumitat ta’ skrutinju, kif uħud minna jafu - u ngħid uħud minna għax mhux kulħadd huwa membru tal-kumitat ta’ skrutinju - s’issa ltaqa’ numru mhux ħażin ta’ drabi. It-tliet working groups tal-kumitat ta’ skrutinju, wieħed ippresedut minni, ieħor mill-Onor. Michael Gonzi u ieħor mill-Onor. Jeffrey Pullicino Orlando, iltaqgħu diversi drabi. U rrid għal darba oħra nfaħħar l-impenn tal-membri kollha taż-żewġ naħat tal-Kamra fuq dawn it-tliet sotto-kumitati fejn b’imparzjalita`, oġġettivita` u mpenn analizzajna fid-dettall ħemel dokumenti, pipeline acquis u draft directives min-naħa tal-Parlament Ewropew jew mill-Kummissjoni Ewropea.  

Wara li l-kumitat ta’ skrutinju jkun approva jew ikklerja sett ta’ draft directives, dawn jinġiebu quddiem dan il-kumitat għall-informazzjoni ta’ kulħadd, u llum bi pjaċir inħabbar li għandna l-ewwel sitt dokumenti li l-Parlament Malti approva permezz tat-tliet sotto-kumitati ta’ skrutinju. Dan sar wara analiżi fid-dettall mill-esperti li ngaġġajna u li qed inkomplu ningaġġjaw. Iltqajna mal-ministri konċernati u ma’ l-uffiċjali konċernati fil-ministeri. Kien hemm skambju ta’ ideat u saru diversi mistoqsijiet min-naħa tal-membri kemm tal-gvern kif ukoll ta’ l-oppożizzjoni. Intalbu wkoll punti ta’ kjarifika, fosthom per eżempju fuq direttiva partikolari. Pero` għall-informazzjoni ta’ kulħadd illum għandna dawn is-sitt dokumenti li qed insemmi. 

Dokument minnhom huwa dwar l-inkwinament ikkaġunat minn ċerti dangerous substances li jintefgħu fil-baħar. Tkellimna dwar il-kwalita` ta’ l-ilma baħar, dwar il-kontroll fuq l-export ta’ dual-use items and technology u dwar anti-dumping duty on the importation of stainless steel wire with a diameter of one millimetre or more  u oħrajn ta’ one  millimetre or less   mill-Indja.  Qed insemmi dawn l-irqaqat biex nuri d-dettall li fih dan il-kumitat ta’ skrutinju qed jidħol, u allura qiegħed ninforma lil kulħadd li dawn id-dokumenti huma għad-dispożizzjoni ta’ kull membru  ta’ dan il-kumitat. 

Ukoll navża li sussegwentement għal-laqgħa li kellna fil-House of Commons, għan-nom tal-kumitat jien tlabt li numru ta’ research analysts jiġu seconded mal-House of Commons scrutiny committee sabiex jitgħallmu u jsiru iktar midħla tal-proċedura kif inhi mitluba minnhom.  Min-naħa tal-High Commission tar-Renju Unit f’Malta informawni li dan is-secondment jista’ isir f’Ottubru li ġej, bir-research analysts jitilgħu Londra għal ġimgħa, u  hemmhekk jaraw l-iter ta’ skrutinju fuq il-pipeline acquis  kif attwalment isir hemmhekk. Jiġifieri sakemm  ma tinqalax xi ħaġa straordinarja dan is-secondment se jsir fix-xahar ta’ Ottubru.

Irrid ukoll ninforma lill-kumitat li l-ġimgħa l-oħra rċevejt stedina mill-kumitat ta’ l-affarijiet barranin tal-Parlament tal-Kroazja li żaruna ħmistax ilu. Irrid ngħid li dawn kienu kuntentissimi bl-akkoljenza li tajnihom u bil-laqgħat li kellhom mal-kumitat, u fil-fatt irċevejt ittra fejn filwaqt li rringrazzjawna, qed jistednuna għal żjara uffiċjali fil-Kroazja,  naturalment una volta nkunu lesti li nidħlu għaliha. Jien tlabt lil Miss Abela biex tinforma lill-Parlament Kroat li din iż-żjara tista` ssir fil-bidu tas-sena d-dieħla minħabba li l-kumitat din is-sena huwa mpenjat b’affarijiet oħra.  

Punt ieħor li xtaqt inqajjem – u nixtieq il-feedback tagħkom  hawn – jittratta dwar proposta biex fl-aħħar tas-sena  nibdew nagħtu press conference fejn nindirizzaw lill-media u nagħtu rendikont ta’ ħidmietna – qed ngħid għall-membri kollha ta’ dan il-kumitat, inkluż iċ-chairmen tat-tliet sotto-kumitati - ħalli l-pubbliku inġenerali jkun  jaf  x’qegħdin nagħmlu. Dan minħabba li ħafna drabi, min-natura tagħhom, l-affarijiet ma jsirux fil-pubbliku għax il-proċedura tkun titlob hekk u allura tajjeb li nagħtu rendikont ta’ ħidmietna kemm bħala foreign affairs committee u kemm bħala kumitat ta’ skrutinju. 

Nixtieq ukoll, jekk il-kumitat jaqbel, li jiġi drafted  rapport ta’ ħidma ta’ xi jkun għamel il-kumitat. Dawn forsi huma affarijiet li jidhru affarijiet naturali, pero` nista’ ngħid li se jsiru għall-ewwel darba fi ħdan kumitat tal-Parlament. Huma affarijiet li jsiru fil-Parlament Ingliż u f’diversi parlamenti oħra. Jien diġa` tkellimt ma' l-iSpeaker u anke ma’ l-Onor. Leo Brincat u nista’ ngħid  li għandi appoġġ sħiħ għal din il-proposta u qed ninforma b'dan pubblikament u uffiċjalment biex kulħadd ikun jaf dwar dan.  

Issa nistieden lil Dr Stephen Calleya u lill-Maġġur Cauchi Inglott biex jibdew il-preżentazzjoni tagħhom dwar the establishment of an EU coastguard agency in Malta.  Irrid nitlob apoloġija għall-fatt li kien hawn dan il-ftit tad- dewmien, pero` diversi kollegi  nqabdu fuq xogħol band’oħra - uħud attwalment qegħdin  on the way - u għalhekk anke ħadt l-okkażjoni biex sakemm jiġi kulħadd ninforma lill-kumitat b’dawn l-affarijiet. Pero` irrid nirringrazzja lil Dr Calleya u lill-Maġġur Cauchi Inglott l-ewwelnett ta’ l-inizjattiva tagħhom.  

Din hija paper li huma issottomettew lill-ministeru ta’ l-affarijiet barranin fit-12 ta’ Mejju 2004 - biex ngħid hekk għadha friska - fejn qegħdin jgħidu li:  "The contents of this paper reflect our own personal views and are not necessarily endorsed by the Government of Malta."  Pero` nista` ngħid li din il-presentation li ilna numru ta’ ġimgħat li skedajna, ma setgħatx tiġi f’mument aħjar minħabba u invista tal-wasla ta’ numru ta’ immigranti illegali f’dawn l-aħħar ftit ġranet. 

Għall-formalita` rrid ngħid li l-ġimgħa l-oħra jiena staqsejt lill-ministru ta’ l-affarijiet barranin – u nista’ nikkonferma li  l-Onor. Michael Frendo jinsab impenjat barra fuq xogħol governattiv u attwalment qed jattendi laqgħa tal-general affairs council  ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea - jekk iħossx il-ħtieġa li nitlob differiment ta’ din il-laqgħa. Pero` meta l-Ministru b’mod ġentili immens apprezza li din il-laqgħa kienet ilha skedata u li biex nipposponuha kien se jkun ifisser li allura tiġi posposta għax-xahar ta’ Settembru jew Ottubru - peress li l-Parlament dalwaqt jieqaf għar-recess tas-sajf - talabni nwassal l-apoloġija tiegħu għall-fatt li ma setax ikun preżenti. Pero` nista’ ngħidilkom li talabni biex għada stess nibgħatlu t-transcript ta’ din id-diskussjoni sabiex imbagħad ikun jista’ jixtarr dak li se ngħidu aħna llejla.   

Issa nistieden liż-żewġ ħbieb tagħna biex jagħmlu l-preżentazzjoni tagħhom. I know you asked to make your delivery in English and please feel free to do so.  The floor is yours.  

DR STEPHEN CALLEYA: Mr Chairman, I have circulated a tiny document as we want to be as brief as possible in order that we can take questions from your side. I think it makes it much more interesting if you have questions and you can  very easily follow the documentation that we have made available. 

Essentially this is an area that we have been working on for a number of years, I as an academic, and Major Cauchi Inglott more from a practical perspective. You are correct to say that it is a timely moment to look at something of this nature.  But in actual fact, instead of selling it from an illegal migration perspective, the project stands on its own because of the number of security challenges that deal with maritime coastguard type of activity in our neighbourhood. Illegal  migration is probably the hottest one and no doubt we shall soon learn that another boat has drifted our way. We have heard about it in the last hour and Major Cauchi Inglott can elaborate on that because I don’t have sources of that nature. 
All the indicators for the next ten years forecast an increase in this type of illicit activity, mainly because of demographic trends in our neighbourhood, sub-Saharan Africa. That was the sort of power point  that we were thinking of.   The bottom line here is:  What can  Malta  do to enhance its security in the light of the increasing security challenges that we have? It is no good talking about emergencies and about the need  to act when it is too late.  I mean we should already have taken steps but there is no use crying over spilt milk. 

We believe that now that we are members of the European Union there is a win- win situation waiting to happen, in the sense that Malta as a member of the EU is in an excellent position to request from the Union - because it is in Malta’s interest, but also in the EU’s interest and you only have to look at the commonalities if something like this is going to get off the drawing board in order to have a more focused mechanism to deal with this type of security challenge – to set up a coastguard in the Mediterranean.  

It may be something embryonic, something of a pilot scheme, with perhaps Italy and Malta in the first instance and then others who are able and willing joining at a later date.  I see this - and I can elaborate on that if there are any questions - as figuring as part of the EU’s security strategy, the EUSS document which has already been published. I can see it falling very nicely within the Barcelona process – incidentally about which a lot of people are not happy - and of course if you don’t want to look at it from a Euro-Med partnership initiative, then let’s hit the nail on the head and call it part of the neighbourhood policy of the European Union.

I have just returned from Tunisia where Commissioner Joe Borg, amongst other dignitaries, addressed the gathering about the neighbourhood policy and I guarantee you that all partners, including the Tunisians, are very keen to learn more about the neighbourhood policy and what tangible specific types of mechanism will be emerging or can emerge on behalf of the European Union, in cooperation with other partners, to address the security problems that we are all facing.  Unfortunately we all face them, some of us face them more than others and as Major Inglott will underline, Malta now finds itself in the frontline because it looks as if they are no longer using us as a transit point, but a new pattern is emerging and  we seem to be the final destination for these illegal immigrants.  No doubt Major  Cauchi Inglott will elaborate on that, Mr Chairman.  

THE CHAIRMAN: Major Cauchi Inglott.

  MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: Thank you, Mr Chairman.  I want to emphasize that these are my thoughts and not those of the AFM.  I do have some experience in this field and I feel I can do my part.  Let us have a look at the current situation in the Mediterranean.  

At the moment, monitoring and controlling sea assets is very very expensive and there is little or no coordination between neighbouring countries. Between Malta and Italy there is quite a bit,  but between Malta and Tunisia, Malta and Libya,  Malta and Greece there is virtually none. And it is the same with most countries of the Mediterranean.  So I think that if we had to try and aim at synergising our efforts towards common non-military and maritime threats to our region, that would be a step towards having a more harmonious region.    I think it is in Malta’s national interest to lead this initiative - I do not mean to have Malta running the show, but just starting it off - because issues surrounding our seas can be controlled through such an agency.  Now if we had this agency in Malta we would have a lot more say in convincing people than if this agency was based in Italy, say. 

The Italians proposed the Nettuno Project. This is not a standing organisation but it does organise operations every now and then, centred on surveillance of the maritime borders, particularly the south and the east. They bring maritime assets together - aircraft, patrol boats - and then they conduct exercises in specific areas.   At this moment in time, for example, we have an Italian maritime aircraft patrolling the seas south of the Maltese flight information region and every time there is a migrant boat,  they phone us and say: There is a migrant boat over there and see that you do something about it!

Another obvious initiative is the EU border control agency which I am sure you are aware about. There are five countries who proposed that this should be organised, and Malta was one of them. Four years ago Brig. Montanaro proposed the setting up of such a Mediterranean cooperation centre in Malta.  In the meantime the Italians took on board the idea and two years ago they officially proposed the same thing at the Venice regional sea power symposium. However it was an idea which did not materialise. 

I would like to emphasize that in the Caribbean there already exists such a centre which has been there for the whole of the past 20 years.  It is based in Florida, and it is its joint inter-agency task force.  Joint in the sense that there are different countries involved, primarily the USA, the UK and the Netherlands and  inter-agency in the sense that the US coastguard, the FBI, the CIA and the ONI are all involved in this, and they all work together under coastguard leadership.   The main objective is to thwart the drugs trade. They have been very successful and in fact in one of the sea power symposiums it was recommended that such a centre be set-up in the Mediterranean. I have this documented, Mr Chairman.

First of all there is the international perspective, and  apart from the geostrategic location, neutrality and non-alignment and nurtured relations with north and south, Malta has excellent national harbours with the right infrastructure, human resources and some first-class educational institutes like the IMLI, REMPEC and MEDAC. Now at the AFM we also have a regional search and rescue school which is geared for training Mediterranean nationals in search and rescue. As I said at  the beginning, if we have a centre in Malta, we will have much more influence over affecting maritime matters of our surrounding seas than if this is based in Italy or wherever. 

Now to hit the nail on the head, one can say that the three main issues which are of severe impact to us as a state are migration, fisheries and merchant trade around the Maltese Islands. As to migration control, Malta, which is now part of the Schengen Agreement, has become a target. If you see the last ten cases of migrant boats that we had last year, we had a series of large fishing boats with 50 or 60 migrants on board.  Now the trend has changed and we are having small rowing boats with 20 or 30 people packed on board.  For the AFM this is ten times more cases rather than having one big case. We have lots of small cases, and every time we have to go down south some 50 miles. At this moment in time there is a boat drifting 55 miles south of Malta  and we have to go down there  and rescue these people.

We all know that within  the next ten years there is going to be a 25% increase in the world population and this is no good news for us.  And within the next 15 to 20 years, 40% of the world’s population will not have access to potable water and this will also increase the pressures on us to have better controls of our region.  If you take a look at the plan of the search and rescue region, on page 7 of the report on the establishment of an EU coastguard in Malta, you will note that the large box around Malta is Malta’s flight information region. This compels us to have our search and rescue region in this area, a quarter of a million square kilometres.

  DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  I think here we have an example of the lack of knowledge on the extent of the responsibilities that Malta is expected to carry. And if we are expected to carry it, it is obvious that someone should be assisting us to shoulder such a burden. The catchment area  extends almost up to Crete. 

  MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: Why is the FIR so big?  The FIR is so big because we want to keep it big because for every plane which flies through, the Maltese Government gets revenue. The negative side is that any rescue operation inside that box is our responsibility. What is Italy doing for example? South of the box there is the Libyan search and rescue region which the Libyans do not pay much attention to.  It is in their interest  that they get rid of the migrants as much as possible. So the Italian Government is flying aircraft south of our flight information region and notifying us of migrant boats heading our way. Obviously the Italian authorities are afraid that terrorist cells may be trying to  infiltrate into Europe and that is why they are giving it so much attention.   

On the next page you will find  some interesting statistics about the trend of migration. Previously we used to receive lots of interpol reports on ships leaving the Eastern Mediterranean laden with migrants. In 2000 and 2001 - you can see the numbers involved – we had up to 13,000 but in 2002 we  started getting lots of migrant boats which  before 2002 we did not experience. In 2003 it kept on increasing and it kept increasing even this year.  So far we have had around 400 migrants landing in Malta.  The majority are Somalis which brings me to the next slide.  

In the next slide you see an area south of Malta marked “FUEL”. That is where migrant boats always end up without fuel, an area between Malta and Libya, some 30 to 80 miles south of Malta. They will generally have an outboard engine and they will always call for assistance. This being our search and rescue region we have to go down and rescue them.  Here I have a small map which I picked off a boat,  very sketchy,  a piece of paper covered with sellotape which was in one of the boats.  This is what they navigate on as they have no navigational charts.  I assume that every dot over there is a mile. However they do not realise that there is a prevailing north-westerly current and if you are heading towards Italy, you will automatically end up in Malta.

  THE CHAIRMAN:  When was this map found? Was it recent?  

  MAJOR CAUCHI INGLOTT:  Very recent, three days ago.  The green line is their intended course. They have a very basic compass. I was told that when our patrol boat approached them they had a compass which  they immediately threw overboard. This is not good news because it shows that they know  the Maltese flag.   I imagine that they are aware  that Somalis are being given better treatment in Malta and bearing in mind that the last ten boats were all packed with Somalis, I don’t think that this is good news.   

  ONOR. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  But are you implying that they end up short of fuel on purpose simply to attract our attention?

  MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: Surely there are people behind this criminal activity,  probably in Libya and they are giving them a simple course. They know that these poor migrants are not going to make it to Italy with the fuel they have on board.  They also know that once they reach the south of Malta they are bound to get assistance either from fishing vessels or whoever.

  DR STEPHEN CALLEYA: We don’t want to speculate but there is too much of a new pattern emerging, different from previous years,  indicating that Malta is in the frontline. So whether we want to believe it or not, the pattern that is emerging is that here you get to the end zone for humanitarian purposes. It is done on purpose. We do not want to speculate but the numbers do speak for themselves. It is clear that whether we like it or not,  the numbers have been increasing and whereas before it seemed more accidental, the evidence that is starting to emerge is that for whatever reason - either because some of them are passing on information that we are allowing them to stay on or that we are being more humanitarian or because now that we are members of the EU .... We are in a strategic position and unless we are going to equip ourselves, the scenario of having an emergency  is very likely  to emerge.

We do not want to seem to be digressing, although I must admit that the topic of the moment is migration and  whatever  information is extremely valuable. It all ties in to the absolute necessity to have a mechanism that is not ad hoc.  At the moment it is ad hoc and it makes no sense because we are not going to be able to cope, and to top it all, this is not a serious approach.  I mean if there is someone more sophisticated - forget migration, not to downplay it because of the humanitarian catastrophe – who wants to take advantage of the open seas vis-a-vis the Maltese vicinity, the proximity of Malta to Europe, they can more or less do it.  And you can say all you want on a  border control agency and what have you, because if there is no mechanism it is just rhetoric.   And this is I think where Malta would  be doing itself  a favour and whoever else would like to listen.  But of course we have to speak with one voice and we have to speak out loudly for others to hear.  
MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT:  Having an agency in Malta has two very important aspects and one of them is fisheries.  If you go to the next page you’ll see a small map with Malta in the centre, surrounded  by a circular area which depicts our 25 nautical mile fishing zone and then there is a bigger shaded area which is our claimed continental shelf.  The fact is that the  general fisheries council is pushing for the whole Mediterranean  to be split up into exclusive economic zones. Now since the GFCM is pushing for the Mediterranean to be divided into exclusive economic zones for fisheries purposes, automatically having an EEZ does not only go for fisheries but  it also goes for oil exploration.

However, the main point I would like to make here is that  bearing in mind that statistics show that in 2002 there was a 316% increase over 1998 in fish landings at our main fish market and that between 2001 and 2002 there was an increase of 234% - these are based on fisheries statistics - eventually fish stocks in the region will start declining and there will be more competition and there will be more legislation. And this is something we are looking at in the distant future.  

The final point I would like to make is about merchant traffic in the Mediterranean, with two different impacts on Malta.  We are  totally dependent on open sea lanes  of communication.  The Freeport controls one-third of the European economy  - this is what I was told, although  to be honest I don't know how true it is -  with all the containers passing by Malta.  If ever the Freeport were to be paralysed that would be a strategic problem for Europe. 

THE CHAIRMAN:  Were  you told  this from reliable sources?  

MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT:  Yes, I have it from reliable sources.  If you look at the diagram at the bottom right-hand  corner of page 9 - it doesn’t show very much - it shows the amount of traffic which passes by Malta.  Basically you are looking at the whole of South America, from Brazil all the way up to Canada and from Scandinavia all the way down to Spain and part of North Africa. All traffic passes by Malta on its way to the Middle East.  Tourism would be doomed if there had to be an oil spill  close to our coast, not to mention our water desalination plants, etc.  The good news is that thanks to the IMO there is now  a series of plans, Mr Chairman.  

For example, international port safety facilities ensure that ships have  an AIS on board, an automatic identification system.  In other words, if I go on a patrol boat nowadays and I go outside the ports, I can see which vessels are on Hurd Bank because they send me a radio wave with all the information, including their destination, their cargo, where they are coming from and which way they are going.  This happens all around the world. Thanks to this system, if we were to set up such an agency base in Malta,  I can foresee that all European states could link their data to a centre in Malta and all the traffic in the Mediterranean could thus be controlled to such a degree  that if a blacklisted ship entered the Mediterranean, and France did not want her in her waters, the vessel could be tracked all the way until she reached  her destination.

To conclude, I would say that  it is in Malta’s interest to have an agency based in Malta because we will be more influential from an international viewpoint and we will have more influence over maritime matters in our close proximity. It could also be a possible tangible result of the Barcelona process as it can double as a border control agency for the south to harmonise and synergise f’dak kollu li għandu x’jaqsam mal-baħar Mediterran around Malta. 

  THE CHAIRMAN: L-ewwel kliem li rrid inlissen huwa  kliem ta’ radd il-ħajr għaliex kienet verament preżentazzjoni interessantissima u prosit lilkom it-tnejn ta’ l-inizjattiva li ħadtu u tal-ħin li sibtu biex tiltaqgħu magħna.   Jien nantiċipa  li wara li l-Parlament jerġa’ jiltaqa’, nerġgħu nistednukom, dejjem jekk intom taċċettaw. Ovvjament ikollna l-benefiċċju li jkun hawn anke l-ministru ta’ l-affarijiet barranin li din id-darba ma setax jattendi, u kien ġentili biżżejjed li talabni biex ma nipposponix din il-laqgħa. Pero’ ċertament hemm ħafna food for thought u tkun inġustizzja għas-serjeta` ta’ suġġett bħal dan jekk jiġi ttrattat kompletament f’seduta waħda llejla.  

Issa nistieden lill-membri kollha biex jagħmlu l-kummenti tagħhom.  L-Onor. Brincat.

  ONOR. LEO BRINCAT: L-ewwelnett nixtieq li anke jien nifirħilkom għall-preżentazzjoni professjonali li għadu kif kellna.  Naħseb kienet ta’ interess għalina lkoll, Mr Chairman.  

Filwaqt li ħadt nota tal-fatt li din l-inizjattiva tidher li saret fuq inizjattiva personali tagħkom, xtaqt nistaqsi – għalkemm ma nafx kemm intom f’pożizzjoni li tirrisponduni - jekk kienx hemm gvernijiet barranin li għamlu lobbying mal-Gvern Malti dwar il-possibbilta’ li titwaqqaf  aġenzija bħal din. Qed nistaqsi dan għax ftit ilu ltqajt ma’ xi membri parlamentari Ġermaniżi - ma nixtieqx insemmi ismijiet f’dan l-istadju - li espressament għamluli l-istess proposta li għandna quddiemna llum, u cioe’ li jkun hemm coastguard agency f’Malta li jkollha wkoll il-funzjoni ta’ border control.  

Xtaqt ukoll inkun naf, għalkemm m’iniex tekniku, jekk it-tip ta’ reconnaissance li għandkom f’moħħkom tistax tinkludi anke reconnaissance permezz tas-satellita, naturalment b’koperazzjoni ma’ pajjiżi oħra ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea, u jekk is-search and rescue set-up eżistenti, jekk tiġi biex titwaqqaf din l-aġenzija, jiġix inkorporat fi ħdan l-aġenzija nnifisha jew jekk humiex maħsuba li jaħdmu b’mod parallel.  

Imbagħad punt ieħor li diġa’ missejtu intom stess jikkonċerna t-theddida jew il-potenzjal negattiv li fost l-immigranti illegali jista’ jkollok xi terroristi.  Nixtieq inkun naf jekk bl-esperjenza li kellna sal-lum ta’ illegal immigrants, kienx hemm xi alarm jew false alarm  li seta’ kien hemm xi attentati ta’ penetrazzjoni minn xi gruppi terroristiċi. J’Alla ma jkollniex u j’Alla nkunu f’pożizzjoni li għal dan nilqgħu wkoll anke ‘l quddiem, Mr Chairman. 

Fl-aħħarnett, filwaqt li ovvjament nixtiequ li din l-idea tiġi esplorata iktar fid-dettall, anke għal dik li hija feasibility - u hawnhekk ma nistgħux nitkellmu dwar feasibility mingħajr ma nitkellmu dwar funding, u naħseb li jkun tajjeb li jsir xi forma ta’ studju dwar il-funding - aħna bħala oppożizzjoni, għalkemm inkunu lesti nistudjaw bir-reqqa kollha studju forsi iktar imlaħħam u iktar dettaljat fi stadju ulterjuri, fid-dawl tal-provvedimenti tan-newtralita’ kostituzzjonali ta’ Malta m’aħniex  lesti li naċċettaw jew nikkonsidraw  proposals li jkunu linked ma’ inizjattivi  tan-NATO jew tad-WEU. Dan li qed ngħid jgħodd ukoll għal dak li hemm riferenza indiretta għalih f’objective four, fis-sens ta’ asset-sharing ma’ vapuri tal-gwerra fil-viċinanzi,  jiġifieri asset-sharing ma’ dawk li huma warships.  

Ovvjament f’dan l-istadju la m’aħniex f’pożizzjoni li nagħtu reazzjoni teknika bħala oppożizzjoni, m’iniex qed norbot lill-oppożizzjoni bil-kummenti tiegħi. Dawn huma kummenti strettament personali wara li għarbilt mill-aħjar li stajt dan id-dokument. Biss nista` ngħid li dan kien dokument ta’ interess, u naħseb li jiġri x’jiġri bħala eżitu ta’ dan id-dokument jew din il-proposta, naħseb li offrejtu food for thought mhux biss għalina bħala kumitat imma naħseb anke għall-gruppi parlamentari rispettivi taż-żewġ naħat tal-Kamra.  

MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: Dwar l-ewwel mistoqsija nista’ ngħidlek li Brig. Montanaro kien ressaq l-ewwel proposta ta’ Mediterranean maritime cooperation centre fir-regional seapower symposium li kien inżamm Venezja. Issa dawn il-kapijiet tan-navy meta jiltaqgħu ma jiddiskutux il-problemi politiċi ta’ bejniethom imma jiddiskutu non-military threats to security, ġaladarba migration, drug trafficking, weapons of mass destruction u affarijiet oħra bħal dawn huma a common threat għall-pajjiżi ġirien tal-Mediterran. 

Peress li kelli kuntatt ma’ ħafna minn dawn in-nies, nista` ngħid li kien hemm a very positive feedback mingħand l-Ingliżi, l-Amerikani, il-Franċiżi u l-Ġermaniżi, fis-sens ta’ informal feedback li jien kelli f’diskussjonijiet ma’ fizzjali għoljin tan-navy li dejjem tkellmu favur din il-proposta.  Kien hemm ukoll id-defence attache` tal-Marokk li wkoll wera ruħu li jaqbel ħafna ma’ din il-proposta, pero’ dawn nerġa’ ngħid kienu  informal discussions, u din nenfasizzaha. L-Italja xtaqet, kif għedt qabel, tipproponi li ċ-ċentru jkun fl-Italja. Dan kien sentejn ilu, pero’ s’issa għadu ma sar xejn.  

L-Onor. Brincat semma wkoll ir-reconnaissance permezz tas-satellita. Bis-satellita għandek il-vantaġġ li jkollok an overview, imma mbagħad għandek l-iżvantaġġ ta' pass kull sitt sigħat. Jiġifieri meta tagħmel il-monitoring ta’ ċerta area ikollok picture, u  sitt sigħat wara jkollok picture oħra, u allura qatt m’għandek  a continuous flow ta’ target movement. Jiġifieri jekk hemm żewġ targets fuq is-satellita m’intix se tkun ċert liema tikka qed issegwi, waqt li jekk inti għandek maritime patrol aircraft - dawn huma aircraft tan-navy li l-proper role tagħhom qabel kien anti-submarine warfare, pero’ with the cold war threat now over they are being heavily deployed in the control of merchant traffic - li jkun qed jagħmel għassa ta’ area għal tmien sigħat idur, idur, idur, you will be in a position to get a very good picture.   

Mr Chairman, l-Onor. Brincat semma wkoll is-search and rescue centre.  Is-SAR centre ta’ l-AFM mhuwiex il-maritime rescue coordination centre, għax dawn huma żewġ affarijiet differenti.   Is-search and rescue centre ġiet imwaqqfa biex isservi bħala ċentru fejn ngħallmu search and rescue tactics, proċeduri ta’  search patterns. Per eżempju, at the bottom left-hand corner of page 4 taraw slide li tittratta dwar computer-aided search planning li allura juri kif maritime assets, kemm ajruplani kif ukoll bastimenti, għandhom jagħmlu tfittxija f'area fejn naħsbu li hemm distress. Iċ-ċentru qiegħed hemmhekk għat-training u anke biex isiru ċerti seminars fuq search and rescue.  The Maltese search and rescue region and the Maltese rescue coordination centre huma żewġ affarijiet totalment differenti. 

Aħna għandna s-search and rescue region tagħna taħt ir-responsabbilta’ tagħna, u jekk eventwalment tinħoloq din l-aġenzija, national responsibilities jibqgħu national responsibilities. Id-differenza tkun li jekk jien għandi bżonn an asset mil-Libja biex inkun nista’  nagħmel tfittxija bejn Malta u l-Libja, nista’ nitlob liċ-ċentru hawn Malta fejn forsi jkun hawn rappreżentant Libjan u nistaqsih x’għandu available biex issir tfittxija in that specific area,  imbagħad hu jagħmel il-kuntatti tiegħu u jgħidilna x’jista’ jipprovdi. Jiġifieri tista’ sservi bħala catalyst biex dawn l-exercises isiru b’mod iżjed effiċjenti. 

DR STEPHEN CALLEYA: What we have available as far as hardware, however limited it is, would be integrated into the coastguard agency and that of course includes the patrol boats and the entire mechanism.  No doubt the main advantage of the coastguard agency is coordination, as there is no coordination at the moment or what little coordination there is, it's only ad hoc.  What we are proposing would ensure some consistency and  continuity in the flow of information and  also in having to deal with crises as they emerge. 

ONOR. LEO BRINCAT: Staqsejt ukoll dwar potential terrorists fost l-illegal migrants.

MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: Fuq it-terroristi ma nistax ngħaddi kummenti għax dment li l-klandestini jiddaħħlu, dawn awtomatikament ngħadduhom lill-pulizija. Aħna la nagħmlu interviews u lanqas interrogations u barra minn hekk  żgur li għan-naħa ta' l-AFM ma nistax jien nagħmel kummenti.

DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  It is clear that regardless of what the exact percentage of the flow of official trade through our Freeport is, the opportunity for taking advantage of the vacuum that exists is extremely high – surely I don't want to speculate or scaremonger - be it for drugs, be it for trafficking of potential terrorists and things  like arms proliferation.  So instead of just relying on an approach whereby we have better screening and then we can notify, I think it makes more sense to have some sort of a coordinating mechanism where everyone concerned can pull their resources. 

ONOR LEO BRINCAT: Fuq funding? 

MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: Ngħid għalija jekk l-EU beħsiebha torganizza a border control agency, ovvjament se jkun hemm il-fondi għal din l-aġenzija  għax kieku ma kenux jipproponuha. Issa jekk inti se toħloq aġenzija li tieħu ħsieb il-border control, din l-istess aġenzija tkun tista' tagħmel xogħol ta’ control of merchant traffic.  Tista' tagħmel ukoll xogħol ta' coordination of certain rescue operations għax most migrant cases huma search and rescue cases. Jiġifieri, fl-idea tiegħi jrid ikun hemm  a border  control agency li tieħu ħsieb the east-west borders għax that is one type of border control, pero' for maritime borders it has to be a totally different border control.  Jekk l-EU minflok tagħmel waħda tagħmel tnejn, waħda bħala land frontier u l-oħra bħala sea frontier, il-funding awtomatikament jiġi minn dik il-maritime control agency. Safejn naf jien din diġa` ftehmu fuqha.

  DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  There is one other point here.  The trick is always in the detail and we are not here to find the magic formula for funding, but if you are going to be serious you have to anticipate. The EU is envisaging a specific budget for its neighbourhood policy, and one may envisage perhaps identifying some sort of funds of some humble nature in the first instance, but that's from 2007 onwards.  I mean it's going to take a while to generate the interest. Perhaps some sort of pilot funding may already have been  identified to cover the period from next year to 2007  as Brussels is already thinking within its neighbourhood remit.  But then we have to have something much more serious from  2007 up to 2013.   But this is where we need to do our homework and Malta needs to lobby hard.

 MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: The final point is on neutrality and non-alignment.   The emphasis of this paper is on non-military threats to security.   If you are going to cover other subjects I can see the North African nations losing  interest.  Li naf żgur hu li n-NATO għandha l-Mediterranean dialogue which is being upgraded – at least that’s what I have been told - to a partnership for the Mediterranean.   However I believe that this should be an EU initiative which should be directed at coastguards, not navies.  Dment li għandek il-coastguards,  l-element newtrali jidħol fis-seħħ awtomatikament.  

Ovvjament mhux kull pajjiż għandu coastguard. Fil-każ ta' l-Italja, per eżempju, dawn għandhom offshore patrol boats li huma tan-navy  pero' jagħmlu xogħol ta' coastguard.  Jiġifieri l-warships ma nemminx li tista' teskludihom peress li on the high seas, fejn is-soltu l-coastguard ikollha bċejjeċ ta' laneċ żgħar, in-navy tkun preżenti permezz ta’  corvettes u frigates u allura biex tagħmel patrolling  ta' dawn l-areas for non-military threats to security,  ma nafx kemm tista' teskludi l-bastimenti tal-gwerra.   

  THE CHAIRMAN:  L-Onor. Mario Galea.

  ONOR.  MARIO GALEA:  Mr Chairman, l-ewwelnett nirringrazzja lil Dr Stephen Calleya u lill-Maġġur Cauchi Inglott għall-informazzjoni li tawna,  pero’ li rrid ngħid huwa dan. Tkellimtu ħafna rigward it-twaqqif ta’ coastguard agency u  filwaqt li nifhem li din tgħin for the early identification of illegal immigrants fl-ibħra li qed nikkaverjaw, ma fhimtx eżatt what  the next stage  x’se tkun once you identify them, peress li at the end of the day you can’t refuse them entry.  Jiġifieri din se tgħin żgur, imma what’s the next stage after an early identification?   

Issemmiet ukoll il-Libja, u nifhem li l-Libja sa ċertu punt għandha l-istess problema ta' illegal immigrants kif għandna aħna. In-numru ta' immigranti li ta' spiss jaqsmu d-deżert bilfors li joħolqilhom problemi kbar. Allura nistaqsi jien:  X’forma ta' koperazzjoni hemm bejn l-AFM u l-awtoritajiet Libjani? 

Issemma  wkoll ir-riskju ta' cells ta' terroristi li jistgħu jaqbdu metodu ġdid kif jinfiltraw fil-kontinent u allura din lilna tinteressana żgur. L-AFM  at the end of the day għandha r-responsabbilta' li tissorvelja l-ibħra tagħna.  As the situation stands today, teżisti sistema kif naqsmu l-informazzjoni dwar ċelloli ta' terroristi? Qed ngħid dan għax ir-responsabbilta' li nissorveljaw l-ibħra  taqa' esklussivament fuq l-armata u mhux fuq il-pulizija.

Mistoqsija oħra li rrid nagħmel hi jekk l-inizijattiva li kien ħa Brig. Montanaro meta ppropona li titwaqqaf din il-coastguard agency, kenitx ġiet segwita mill-gvern.  Qed nistaqsi dan għax kien pass tajjeb li sar is-suġġeriment mill-armata, imma kien ikun ferm aħjar kieku din il-proposta ġiet segwita mill-gvern għax nimmaġina li kienet  tkun aktar effettiva.

  MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: Nibda billi ngħid li din mhijiex inizjattiva tal-gvern imma hija inizjattiva ta’ Dr Calleya u tiegħi personali u ta’ ħadd aktar.  Jiena tajt briefing lill-Brigadier dwar din l-inizjattiva u għoġbitu l-idea, pero' konna jiena u Dr Calleya li ressaqna l-karti. Jiġifieri din l-inizjattiva  ma ġietx through AFM channels.  Din hija idea tagħna biss u għandi l-barka tal-Brigadier fuqha.  

Staqsejtni fuq il-koperazzjoni mal-Libja. Jien ili nagħmel search and rescue duties għal dawn l-aħħar tnax-il sena u mill-esperjenza li għandi nista` ngħid li bħalissa hu diffiċli li nikkoperaw mal-Gvern Libjan fuq affarijiet li għandhom x'jaqsmu ma’ l-ibħra bejn Malta u l-Libja. Fil-fatt qatt  ma kien hemm xi operation li l-Gvern Libjan u l-Gvern Malti ħadmuha flimkien. Fis-sena 2001 kont mort Tripli bil-patrol boat u dik kienet l-unika okkażjoni li kelli biex nagħmel kuntatt mal-militar Libjan.

Dwar il-mistoqsija fuq exchange of information m’iniex f'pożizzjoni li nagħtik risposta għax jien ġejt hawnhekk biex nitkellem fuq it-twaqqif ta’ coastguard u m'għandix l-endorsement biex nitkellem fuq policies ta' l-armata.

  DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  Here we have an example of the type of activity that perhaps we should be thinking of in the light of pushing this type of initiative beyond the theoretical stage. Of course, the more attention you can attract before you move ahead with the project the better. We know that Italy is very attracted already and  in fact Italy is supporting this initiative. So it is not a question of lack of interest but  it’s just a question of having a systematic  follow-up. 

I think actually that it is a brilliant idea because given the very good relations we have with Libya, perhaps it's been somewhat of a strategic error not to explore this type of cooperation in the light of the common security challenges that we face. And you can say the same thing, I guess, for Tunisia.    

  ONOR. MARIO de MARCO: Sur President, jien kont se nissuġġerixxi jekk wieħed jistax jara dan iseħħ taħt l-ambitu tal-Euro-Med iktar mill-ambitu ta' l-EU.  Għaliex? Għax ma rridux nagħtu l-impressjoni li din qisha xi ħaġa li ġejja mill-Unjoni Ewropea għax qed tibża' mill-migration mill-pajjiżi tan-North Africa meta din hija xi ħaġa li għandha tkun b’koperazzjoni bejn iż-żewġ naħat tal-Mediterran. 

DR STEPHEN CALLEYA: You are absolutely correct. In the presentation we say EU coastguard, in the sense that the Barcelona process is also an EU-led initiative.  I mean the context within which this type of initiative can unfold could be perhaps even more feasible within a Euro-Med context. The upgrade of the Euro-Med process that we are talking about now is the neighbourhood policy which directly impacts upon all partner countries.   So we are not insisting that it has to be the EU, the ESDP or something like that.  On the contrary,  we put the emphasis very much on the maritime, particularly where those Mediterranean partners with whom we already have a relationship are concerned. 

There is some apprehension in the partner countries and this is not just being paranoid on what role Malta is going to take vis-à-vis its foreign policy now that it is a member of the EU.  I think that our proposal  will go a long way to dispel - and this is based on facts from recent visits I've had to partner countries - an amazing apatite to find out exactly what role Malta is going to play and whether or not, given the track record of some former Mediterranean EU Member States,  Malta will be shying away from its Mediterranean dimension. So I agree with you that the emphasis should be on the Mediterranean and for the Mediterranean, but via the EU because of course we are now part of it.   

  MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: L-Onor. Galea staqsa x’ikun il-pass li jmiss wara an early identification of illegal migrants fl-ibħra tagħna. Bħalissa għandna ten boatloads of Somalis here in Malta.  Il-problema mhijiex il-pajjiżi tan-North Africa imma l-pajjiżi ta' Central Africa. Fl-opinjoni tiegħi din il-problema se tkompli tiżdied in the next 10, 15 to 20 years.   This might be just the tip of the iceberg.  Issa jekk inti għandek agenzija hawn Malta u għandek rappreżentanti minn kull pajjiż, almenu dawn ikunu qed jaraw dawn l-immigranti kollha ġejjin lejn Malta. Allura naħseb li anke in a political context  ikollna iżjed say fejn dawn l-immigranti  se jmorru. Fl-opinjoni tiegħi huwa impossibbli li Malta nibqgħu nieħdu l-immigranti kollha mis-Somalia.  Jekk dawn se jibqgħu ġejjin Malta, I don’t know what then. 

DR STEPHEN CALLEYA: The agency won’t be  an early warning mechanism.  We know the problem. We know that there are people on the move from Egypt and sub-Saharan Africa. It is documented and satellite intelligence already provides us with that. What we don't have is a crisis management mechanism to deal with the issue.  If every state is going to try to deal with the issue on its own, forget it.   Not only Malta, because we don't need to play the blame game with Malta and think we are not up to the mark to deal with the issue.  No country can deal with the issue on its own, Mr Chairman. 

To deal with the  issue everyone must pull their resources so that once the threat or whatever the security challenge happens to be, we can follow up with an effective mechanism. If it is migration, we have to see what type of humanitarian rescue plan can take place. If it is something of a different nature,  what type of procedure can take place to make sure that proliferation does not escalate.  And if there is an emergency we have to see that we have the means to deal with it immediately. So it's not a question of identification because we already have that. It’s a question of coordination and management.

  THE CHAIRMAN: F’page 1 tal-paper minnkom sottomessa lill-ministru għall-affarijiet barranin, f’footnote 4 jingħad li:- 

"The Italian Minister of the Interior, Giuseppe Pisanu, stated that both Italy and Britain are committed to supporting a migration control scheme. 

(ANSA) London, July 22, 2003."

Meta qegħdin isemmu migration control scheme, safejn tinkwadra ruħha fil-proposta ta' coastguard agency? Does it overlap, does it include? 

Qiegħed jingħad ukoll li matul il-kosta tan-North Africa hemm madwar miljun ruħ - dan kien rapport tal-BBC u m’iniex  ngħid xi sigriet ta' l-istat - lesti biex jidħlu fil-Mediterran. Għandkom xi informazzjoni f'dan is-sens? Kemm huwa minnu dak li smajna fuq il-BBC dan l-aħħar? 

Ħaġ’oħra li rrid insemmi - għamel aċċenn għaliha anke l-Onor. Brincat - hija l-kwestjoni tan-newtralita`. Veru li hawnhekk jien qiegħed fil-vesti ta' president tal-kumitat, pero' bħala membru tal-gvern uffiċjalment niddikjara li l-gvern u l-oppożizzjoni jaqblu li n-newtralita` ta’ Malta m’għandha bl-ebda mod tiġi mittiefsa. Fil-fatt qed nieħu gost li fil-paper tagħkom tikkwotaw lil Joschka Fischer fejn ġie rrapportat li qal li l-proċess ta' Barcelona u d-djalogu Mediterran tan-NATO m'għandhomx jiġu amalgamati imma għandhom jibqgħu separati u distinti għalkemm  jikkumplimentaw lil xulxin.  Naħseb li din importanti u tajjeb li tiġi kkonfermata. 

Sinċerament din il-paper hija waħda interessanti għax fil-fehma tiegħi bl-ebda mod m’għandha tiġi mittiefsa n-newtralita` ta’ Malta.  Anzi, se mai, għandha tkun in-newtralita` ta’ Malta li tkun il-kalamita li tagħtina l-kredenzjali biex inkunu nistgħu nagħmlu proposti bħalma qegħdin tagħmlu intom. Dak huwa punt ta’ kjarifika. 

DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  The Pisanu statement identifies the agency as a component of this much wider-ranging type of initiative.  So it fits within that model. Of course, what he is referring to here is something much more elaborate and something much more sophisticated. 

On  statistics, I guess we all have our own source of information.  I confirm your statistics in the sense that from intelligence reports I have seen from the American media and also from sources within the region - I have seen the BBC report as well -  without putting my finger on the exact number, I would say that a figure  in the region of one million would be more accurate. This is completely organised and completely unfolding as we speak. Of course, not all of them are going to use the same route. It does not work like that but it is something that is happening and it is organised, and whether we like it or not -  one can be indifferent towards it -  the humanitarian catastrophe will get bigger and bigger. And unless someone takes a stand, perhaps there will be others who spot our weakness and try and take advantage of the open seas.  

Neutrality  is an excellent point that has been  raised, Mr Chairman.  This type of activity falls four-square beyond anything linked to  a military type  of activity, because here we are talking of non-military type of activities.  I am happy that that point has been  made  because it would be a  shame if an initiative that looks at the commonality of security interests of all the states round the Mediterranean ...  Perhaps this can serve as one of those initiatives that  bring all states together, much like the blue plan did in the past vis-à-vis the environmental concerns of all the Mediterranean states, so that some sort of Euro-Med platform may emerge not from a theoretical perspective but in a functional perspective.  

  THE CHAIRMAN: Aktar kummenti?  L-Onor. de Marco.

  ONOR. MARIO de MARCO:  Fost l-issues li qajjimtu fil-paper tagħkom hemm dik ta’ l-EEZ. Nafu li fil-passat il-kwestjoni ta’ l-exclusive economic zone u dik tal-continental shelf ħolqu ċerti problemi fil-konfront ta’ l-Italja u l-Libja,  u allura wieħed  irid joqgħod attent li meta jressaq dan l-argument, ma nerġgħux niftħu problemi li suppost li għalaqna. Pero` xtaqt nisma l-ħsieb tagħkom fuq kif wieħed jista’ jittekilja din il-kwestjoni. Intom  qegħdin tgħidu li din tista’ tkun ta’ vantaġġ għalina, imma rridu noqogħdu attenti għax għalkemm tista’ tkun ta’ vantaġġ għalina, aħna għandna bżonn il-koperazzjoni ta’ l-oħrajn. Jista` ikun li jiena qbadtha daqsxejn minn saqajha, ma neskludix il-possibbilta`, imma nixtieq li tispjegaw dan mil-lat prattiku.  

MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT:  Hemm inizjattiva mill-general fisheries council biex il-Mediterran jinqasam f’exclusive economic zones.  Sintendi, l-GFCM qiegħda tipproponi dan għal skopijiet ta’ sajd. (Interruzzjonijiet) They are mentioning EEZ which includes fishing, but it also includes oil exploration which they are not mentioning. Jiġifieri, dment li l-partijiet kollha jaslu għal ftehim fuq  exclusive economic zones for fishing in the Mediterranean, awtomatikament jidħol ukoll l-oil exploration.  Naturalment hawnhekk irridu noqogħdu attenti ħafna because if there are delimitations of EEZs in the Mediterranean, by a certain time there’ll  surely  be a lack of fishing resources.

The point I am trying to make is that there will have to be more control over fishing operations on the high seas.  Bħalissa, jekk tinqala’  kwestjoni bejn Malta u l-Italja jew Malta u l-Libja jew Malta u l-Greċja fuq sajd, m’hemmx coordination. Mentri jekk ikun hawn ċentru  ta’ l-aġenzija hawn Malta  dan ikun jista’ jservi bħala platform to discuss such disputes.  Jiġifieri ħadd ma jista’ jimputa li jien qed  ngħid li huwa fl-interess tagħna li jkollna dawn l-EEZs fil-Mediterran.  

  DR STEPHEN CALLEYA: What has to be emphasized here is that this is another area where there is a common threat, and facts already indicate that the depletion of fishing resources is already happening. There is no systematic monitoring of what the fishing vessels are doing on the high seas and the environmental impact that this is having. So the agency can serve as a mechanism to deal with this type of activity without going into the merits of the zones.  The document should be seen as a policy brief not as a platform or a blueprint for the agency, which in our humble capacity we would only like to initiate. 

  ONOR. MARIO de MARCO:  Punt ieħor li rrid nqajjem huwa dwar il-migration control. Hawnhekk intom titkellmu fuq  potential infiltration of terrorists from the south by sea as migrants. Is this a perceived threat or is it an actual threat bbażata fuq informazzjoni li tkun daħlet u forsi fuq sitwazzjonijiet li jkunu seħħew?  

  DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  I cannot give an answer because  I am not privy to  sensitive information. So from my side it would be a perceived threat.

   MAJOR CAUCHI INGLOTT:  Ma nistax nagħti tweġiba  għax m’iniex involved in the intelligence network tal-pajjiż.  

  ONOR. MARIO de MARCO:  Nagħmel l-aħħar domanda, Mr Chairman. L-aġenzija qua aġenzija, jekk wieħed jaċċetta li titwaqqaf f’Malta, x’riżorsi tinvolvi għal Malta from a logistics point of view, from a human resources point of view u anke mil-lat tal-coastguard  tagħna jekk se tinvolvi iktar bċejjeċ tal-baħar? 

MAJOR CAUCHI INGLOTT:  First of all it will not involve any additional maritime assets. Dawk li għandna fil-preżent  will be available for operations in coordination ma’ pajjiżi oħra, dejjem jekk ikun il-bżonn. 

Fuq kwestjoni ta’ loġistika I would imagine li jkun hemm bżonn ta’ a minimum number of one or two AFM officers. Ovvjament it would be an excellent opportunity to employ locals to work in administrative jobs ta’ l-aġenzija. Pero` the financial outlay will not be Maltese as it will be an EU thing and there’ll be  minimum financial obligations min-naħa tagħna.  

  ONOR. MARIO de MARCO: L-Onor. Mario Galea semma l-possibbilta` ta’ joint efforts mal-Libja. Qed isiru joint missions ta’ coastguards u affarijiet bħal dawn ma’ pajjiżi oħrajn fil-Mediterran? Ġieli jsiru minn dawn il-missions min-naħa tal- maritime squadron tal-forzi armati(
MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: As a  classical example bħalissa għandna l-exercise "canale" li issa ilu jseħħ għal dawn l-aħħar 12-il sena. Nista` ngħid li jiena ħadt sehem fi kważi l-exercises kollha. Dan huwa exercise bejn Malta u l-Italja u nistiednu pajjiżi partikolarment tan-North Africa biex jiġu bħala observers u t-Tuneżini ġieli wkoll bagħtu bastiment.  

L-enfasi hawn hija fuq search and rescue and martime law enforcement, jiġifieri platforms li fuqhom nistgħu naħdmu u noperaw flimkien mal-pajjiżi tal-Mediterran mingħajr problema. 

  ONOR. MARIO de MARCO: Li nagħmlu ma’ l-Italja ma nagħmluhx ma’ pajjiżi oħra bħal, per eżempju, Franza jew il-Greċja?  

  MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT:  Meta jiġi xi bastiment tal-coastguard jew tan-navy f’Malta nagħmlu dak li nsejħulu passing exercise. Nagħmlu ad hoc meeting u qabel jitlaq minn Malta nippjanaw interception ta’ merchant vessel li fuqu jkollu jew weapons of mass destruction jew droga eċċ.  Pero` dejjem non-military threats to security,  u nagħmlu jew combined border exercise fuqu jew nagħmlu a search and rescue exercise.  Pero' dejjem one of the two and no warfare is ever involved.  

  THE CHAIRMAN: Fid-diagram li hemm fil-presentation taghkom f’page 7 jidher is-search and rescue region. Inkun qed ngħid sew jekk ngħid li Malta hija l-pajjiż fil-Mediterranean bl-ikbar search and rescue region compared to its size?  

  MAJOR MARTIN CAUCHI INGLOTT: Compared to its size a hundred times over.  

  THE CHAIRMAN: Naħseb li għal-lum nagħlqu hawn għalkemm ilkoll kemm aħna nixtiequ nkomplu pero` marbutin ukoll b’ċertu ħin.  Jekk intom lesti li taċċettaw, jiena nantiċipa li lejn l-aħħar ta’ Settembru jew għall-bidu ta’ Ottubru nerġgħu nistednukom ħalli nkomplu niżviluppaw dak li bdejna għax din hija materja importanti.  J’Alla permezz ta’ din il-laqgħa tal-lum forsi tqum iktar kuxjenza fost il-pubbliku inġenerali dwar inizjattivi bħal dawn. Prosit ta’ l-inizjattiva u tal-ħin li għoġobkom tipprestaw lilna.  Pero` qabel ma naġġornaw nixtieq nagħmel żewġ punti u  hawn qed nindirizza ruħi lejn sħabi l-membri tal-kumitat.   

L-ewwelnett xtaqt nisma’ mingħandkom dwar punt li ta’ sikwit qegħdin niltaqgħu miegħu meta mmorru delegazzjoni barra. Ma nafx x’taħsbu intom, pero` ta’ sikwit inkunu ffaċċjati b’sitwazzjoni fejn il-hosts jagħtuna token li normalment ikun jirrappreżenta l-parlament li jkun qed jospita, naturalment skond fejn ninzertaw qegħdin. Din is-sitwazzjoni ma jgħaddux minnha l-membri ta’ dan il-kumitat biss imma jgħaddu minnha d-deputati kollha taż-żewġ naħat tal-Kamra.  

Naħseb li parlament modern Ewropew u parlament li għandu ċertu self-esteem għandu jkollu ċerta organizzazzjoni biex nagħtu tokens lill-parlamentari li niltaqgħu magħhom meta niġu f’dawn is-sitwazzjonijiet. Naħseb li iktar milli nagħtu xi ħaġa dwar Malta, ikun aħjar li nagħtu xi ħaġa tal-Parlament, is-simbolu tal-Parlament.  Għalhekk xtaqt lil dan il-kumitat jinkarigini biex għan-nom tagħkom, nitlob uffiċjalment lill-iSpeaker tramite Ms Abela fejn nitolbu li l-Parlament tagħna jkollu tokens, souvenirs uffiċjali. 

Ma naħsibx li kelli nqajjimha jiena imma xbajt niltaqa’ ma’ dawn is-sitwazzjonijiet fejn aħna jkollna diffikulta` x’se naqbdu nagħtu. Naħseb li kulħadd jaqbel miegħi. M’aħniex nitolbu affarijiet kbar. Dawn huma affarijiet żgħar li juri li dan il-Parlament huwa wieħed organizzat. 

  ONOR. MARIO GALEA: Li rrid ngħid huwa li l-Parlament diġa` għandu xi ħaġa bħal dak li qed jgħid iċ-chairman. Għandna dawk il-badges bil-faċċata tal-Palazz fuqhom li fl-opinjoni tiegħi m’humiex sbieħ. Għalhekk jekk se nagħmlu dak li qed jissuġġerixxi ċ-chairman naraw – forsi anke jarawha l-membri ta’ dan il-kumitat – li dik ix-xi ħaġa li ssir tkun xi ħaġa aħjar minn din li għandna bħalissa ħalli ma nonfqux il-flus biex nagħmlu xi ħaġa simili.

  THE CHAIRMAN: Onor. Galea, bil-mod li qed titkellem qisu li din hija xi ħaġa li se ssir mil-lum għal għada.  Nixtieq ħafna li dak li qed tgħid iseħħ realment, iżda għandi xi ħaġa ġo fija li tgħidli li din hija xi ħaġa li se tieħu fit-tul. 

Irrid ukoll navża  li nhar l-Erbgħa, 21 ta’ Lulju fl-10.30 a.m. il-membri ta’ dan il-kumitat se jiltaqgħu ma’ Dr Erhard Busek,  l-EU's special coordinator on the stability pact with South-Eastern Europe.  Din hija l-ewwel darba li dan il-kumitat se jiltaqa’ ma’ din il-personalita`.

Fid-9.00 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data oħra. 
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