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Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru. 48 li saret fit-2 ta’ Ġunju, 2005, kienu konfermati.
LAQGĦA Ma’
Dr Stephen CalleYa
THE CHAIRMAN (Onor. Jason Azzopardi): Bil-permess tagħkom, il-preżentazzjoni ta’ Dr Michael Asciak u Dr George Vella se ssir iktar tard.  Mill-ewwel nagħtu bidu għall-preżentazzjoni ta’ Dr Stephen Calleya dwar The 10th anniversary of the Euro-Med Partnership - a work programme to meet the challenge.

Dr. Calleya, once again thank you talli aċċettajt l-istedina tagħna u mill-ewwel nagħtik il-kelma.  

DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  Thank you very much for the invitation and for the opportunity.  I’ve prepared a one and a half page brief so that I will even make it easier for you to follow.  Essentially, what I have done is I have relied on my personal reflections on the 10th anniversary of the Euro-Med partnership.  As you know, this year the Barcelona process is celebrating its 10th Anniversary.
I bring immediately to your attention these two documents which I am tabling, which I think are the bread and butter.  These are:
 
Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament dwar Tenth Anniversary of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership: A work programme to meet the challenges of the next five years; u
 
Conclusions for the VIIth Euro-Mediterranean Conference of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Luxembourg, 30-31 May 2005).

Here is also a list of 10 points - I like the number 10 coinciding with the 10th Anniversary - of what I believe are niches, opportunities, but at the same time potential obstacles, when it comes to the Euro-Med partnership and the potential for Malta to realise its full capacity.  This is because we are in the exclusive position of being a partner country. Today we are a member state of the European Union and, as a result, when it comes to perceptions, it’s not just Malta saying it.  I’m the first to be able to address questions of this nature and over the weekend the Israelis, who were participating in a seminar of ours, congratulated us and told us to continue participating to the hilt of organising whatever meeting, because as far as they are concerned – and I take that as a compliment, maybe not everybody does – whenever Malta takes the initiative, it is to be regarded as something positive.
So first, I think that six months into 2005 not enough attention is being paid to the fact that this is the year of the Mediterranean.  I’m always addressing this from a Maltese perspective.  And it makes perfect sense for us, in some form or manner, to try to attract more attention to the fact that it is the year of the Mediterranean.  How one goes about this, is open to discussion.  I will give a simple suggestion.  I think it’s in our interest to hold a national event to raise the profile, also vis-à-vis the EU.  Of course when I say a national event I mean a European event so that the Mediterranean partners also see that we are not only talkers of the Mediterranean, but we also take action when it comes to the Mediterranean.  This is the 10th anniversary, so I think it makes perfect sense to take that type of initiative.  I’ve brought with me papers, which will come in handy.

Secondly, one of the challenges - and I turned it into an opportunity - is this neighbourhood policy.  At the moment the Mediterranean partnership is being supplemented, complemented, upgraded - these are all Commission words - by the neighbourhood policy.  It is quite clear that not everyone is convinced by the extent to which one will duplicate, replace and complement the other.  When one looks at the financial instrument of the Barcelona process, the MEDA programme of the last ten years, it has already been decided that from 2007 onwards this will be replaced by the European Neighbourhood Partnership Instrument.  The references to it is that there will be an upgrade, that this will be to the tune of 15 billion euro, but of course it is not exclusive to the south, it’s including the east.
As you can see, I believe that there is a great opportunity.  It doesn’t have to be Malta on its own, but I think Malta should find a niche there, to play an informative, a communicative role into exactly how this is going to take place.  This is really the next ten years of the Barcelona process.  If we want to be frank and if Malta wants to find a niche in this new framework of the Barcelona process, assuming that what the Commission says is true, there will not be a dilution of the Barcelona process but it will be supplemented.  I think Malta should not be intimidated or shy or hesitant when it comes to helping the Commission to articulate the objectives of the neighbourhood policy vis-à-vis the south.
As you can see, I was the first to be somewhat surprised about the number of action plans that have already been negotiated with the southern member states.  So it is quite clear that this is an attraction, despite the ambiguity that the neighbourhood policy still creates when it comes to it being associated with the Barcelona process.  I basically see this is an opportunity for us.
Over the weekend I was with the director of the Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation, Dr Traugott Shoefthaler, and I would like to table this relevant document:

Informazzjoni dwar l-Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation for the Dialogue between Cultures.

As you know, the Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation is now functioning fully in Alexandria.  I think after numerous years of it coming to fruition, it’s one thing to know about it, it’s another thing to have a national network, but it’s another thing to actually seek to take full advantage of this first institution of its kind vis-à-vis the Euro-Med partnership, to be established in the south.  
I know Malta bid for it.  I may have said something about that in previous situations … (Interruptions) The feedback is quite positive.  The thinking from the foreign ministers' conference last week, when Dr Traugott Shoefthaler addressed them, was very positive.  From what I understand, everyone is appreciative of the undertaking.  What’s interesting about the Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation is the fact that it’s not financed only by the 5 million euro, but it’s supplemented by national contributions.  Of course, one has to wait and see about the actual impact, the value added benefit that it brings.
But I think Malta shouldn’t wait.  Malta was already in a pivotal position.  Obviously I would have liked to see the Foundation come to Malta, and I think it would have been a wise decision given our geo-political, geo-strategic credentials, but anyway, a decision is a decision.  There is no reason why we shouldn’t seek to play an instrumental role now in the implementation of the Foundation’s agenda.  They’ve hired a number of individuals, they are seeking to implement their action plan, and I would hope that through our national network and perhaps other suggestions that we can make to the Foundation, to strengthen people-to-people ties, that Malta would figure four-square at the heart of the decision making process or activities that are generated.  So far I think we’ve probably been reflecting more on the fact that we weren’t the lucky applicants than perhaps seeing what can be done.
The fourth suggestion here is that if you look at the conclusions of The Hague summit last November, during the Dutch presidency of the European Union, you can see that there was a clear call, in the light of the 10th Anniversary, for all interested parties to make a contribution.  Interested parties include governments, NGOs, even us academics, everybody who is interested in the Euro-Med partnership.  
If you look at the Luxembourg conclusions of a couple of days ago, at the very back of the conclusions, you’ll see a list of the number of papers, reports that have been tabled so far to the Euro-Med senior official committee.  It attracted my attention in my preparation and, since I’m here, I think it would be ridiculous not to mention it.  I didn’t see anything emanating from Malta, be it an NGO or the government.  There are numerous national positions that have been tabled already.  I think it would be very worthwhile - given our strong support of the Barcelona process from day one at this delicate moment, at the turning point, the crossroads of the Euro-Med partnership - to at least table a national paper and perhaps encourage an NGO to contribute as well some sort of think piece, in the form of a report, so that we demonstrate that we are serious about playing an active role in the Euro-Med partnership.
The fifth point is something that caught my eye and something that I’ve been thinking about on a regular basis and this is linked to the political and security cooperation in the Barcelona process.  As you know not much has been happening in the first pillar of the Euro-Med partnership.  What’s interesting from the Luxembourg conclusions in paragraph 9 is a reference to an early warning mechanism, referring to the potential tidal wave type of crisis, a tsunami, a natural disaster.  There is a consensus that something should be done.  I think Malta should make no bonds about its interest in that type of mechanism and offer its full support, given the expertise we already have, REMPEC and other institutions that have been dealing with this matter over the years.
As a supplement to that, without getting carried away, I think something I haven’t heard anyone mention directly - so this is something to reflect on - is perhaps the publication of the guidelines of the Charter for Peace and Stability in Stuttgart in April 1999, after the Marseille summit in 2000 under the French presidency.  After five years of being very gung-ho about it, we haven’t seen too many references, for obvious reasons, due to the Middle-East.  On the anniversary of the Barcelona process why not suggest a feasibility study or a reflective type of thinking or float the idea again?
Malta was a pace-setter, because in the early days it was referred to as A Stability Pact, then it assumed the label of a Charter for Peace and Stability.  I see no reason why this shouldn’t be referred to again at the turning of a new page in the Euro-Med partnership, so that at least one is able to identify Malta’s consistency and commitment to this goal which, as you all are aware, is the headline goal of the first chapter of the Barcelona declaration, so it will remain.  It’s always a question of timing, of course.
The sixth point.  Taking a page out of the economic dimension of the Euro-Med partnership, is the serious reflection - at least I take them seriously in their reference to the work plan for the next five years in the Luxembourg conclusions - on finally creating an exclusive bank for our part of the world.  I think it is in Malta’s interest to monitor carefully the steps that are due to be taken; the idea is that in 2006 a decision will be taken.  There is no decision yet.  The Facility for Euro-Mediterranean Investment and Partnership (FEMIP) is the facility that has been in existence for the last couple of years, it’s the EIB subsidiary that is dedicated to us, as you are all aware.
I think if there is an opportunity for a bank finally to come into existence, Malta should be monitoring, lobbying in the direction of a bank because I believe all the studies that have been generated point towards this being one of absolute necessity.  And also it could be a missed opportunity if next year, as is indicated in the work plan, the decision is taken to defer.  I think it would be a big mistake.
I will go very quickly to the next point on my list.  As an academic who has been following these, I’m very happy to see a resurgence of sub-regional initiatives in the last couple of years, especially the 5+5 summit.  currently Malta has the presidency and in a few weeks’ time we will have the summit meeting here.  I think it is important, though, to ensure that there is excellent coordination - again from the Maltese perspective - of what is taking place in the EMP, the Med Forum, the 5+5, so we can be consistent and also identify opportunities as they emerge and advance our own interest vis-à-vis these different sub-regional initiatives.  As an academic, I’m not too clear as to the extent of the coordination, but anyway, I would rather there is an excellent coordination than an ad hoc type of coordination when it comes to these types of initiatives.
The eighth point is - again from the Luxembourg conclusions, but from previous conclusions as well - the momentum taking place in the creation of a Euro-Med energy market.  Energy is something I’ve been discussing on a regular basis at university, the price of oil, the vulnerability of different states in the international system.  I have dedicated the last few months to looking at opportunities in the field of alternative energy.  
One clear opportunity that I think we need to find a way of taking advantage of is tapping the emerging Euro-Med energy market; be it already existing gas pipelines or these electricity grids that are coming to fruition.  Obviously, in our case it’s the Euro-Maghreb sector.  Individuals in the Commission and others I’ve spoken to, clearly indicate that it is in Malta’s interest to find a way to tap the emerging Euro-Med energy market, despite the probably high cost of doing that initially, because in the medium to long-term it certainly would be to our advantage.
The penultimate point is the EU Commission.  One of the main themes in these two documents that I’ve tabled - and I’m very happy to see it for obvious reasons - is an upgrade of education when it comes to the Barcelona process.  Something that really caught my eye is the clear commitment - and the Commission have reiterated this every time I meet them.  If you look at the work plan you'll see that as of next year the Commission will launch a scholarship scheme to university students.  This was a bit of a taboo topic when we approached it as an academy in the past and even as a university.  The Commission wasn’t really too keen to finance anything of the kind directly.  It seems that there has been a change of heart in the interest of promoting educational ties across the Euro-Med area.
I would think that given Malta’s track record through MEDAC - of course I’m from MEDAC but there other institutions here in Malta; the University in general and also other institutions, including MCAST - this is an excellent opportunity for Malta, with this idea of co-funding, where a country would contribute some of the funding.  Then the Commission would come in with the co-funding and bring in young Arab, specialists from different academic fields to spend time here in Malta, to reform and educate themselves.  This is certainly something we’ve been pondering for quite a while at the Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies, so it fits like a hand to a glove in our case.  But I think it’s worth thinking a little bit big here, given the nature of the sums that the Commission is referring to in the documentation, as high as a 50% upgrade.  So we’re talking of a lot of capital for the university as well.
Finally, my parting shot here is - I think it would be naïve not to refer to this, not because I’m biased or prejudiced or keen to see the Barcelona process thrive, but I’m very encouraged by what I’ve seen over the last six to nine months.  This obviously coincides with the 10th anniversary.  The trick would be to see the extent to which this is continued but there is certainly renewed focus on the Mediterranean by the EU, despite its internal and other issues that are capturing its attention.  I think we should gear ourselves, as much as possible, given our national interests as a Mediterranean country and a European Union member state, to ensure that our Ministry of Foreign Affairs is fully capable and has the capacity to not only identify or follow up but seek to take full advantage of these opportunities.
And as I have already said, these are my personal reflections.  There are numerous other opportunities, but at the end of the day it’s a question of being seriously committed, being prepared to follow up and also putting some suggestions of your own on the table.  Especially now, when in the next six months, we have the run-up to the November meeting.  Because with the limelight on it, if you don’t table some suggestions and you don’t lobby in a pro-active manner, I think we could live to regret it.  Thank you very much.
THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much, Dr. Calleya.  Sakemm kont qiegħed titkellem qegħdin isiru l-fotokopji tad-dokumenti li int intavolajt biex jiġu ċirkolati lill-membri.  Allura mill-ewwel niftaħ id-diskussjoni għal min irid jikkontribwixxi b’xi domanda jew kumment.  
L-Onor. Brincat.
ONOR. LEO BRINCAT:  Nixtieq nagħmel tliet osservazzjonijiet.  L-ewwelnett jidher li Malta wriet interess f’diversi inizjattivi marbutin mal-Euro-Med, u s’issa ma tantx kienet fortunata to secure the location tagħhom f’Malta.  Xtaqt l-opinjoni tiegħek jekk taħsibx li iktar ikollna ċans li niksbu xi foundation or institution or mechanism of any sort jekk din tkun inizjattiva li tkun ġiet launched min-naħa tagħna iktar milli nkunu dħalna in the running flimkien ma’ pajjiżi oħrajn, fuq inizjattiva li forsi tkun oriġinat minn pajjiżi terzi.
Fl-istess kontest, minħabba l-portata tagħhom lokali, xtaqt inkun naf jekk min-naħa tiegħek taħsibx li jistax isir iktar min-naħa tagħna għall-issue ta’ l-illegal migration, minħabba l-impatt dirett li din il-problema qed ikollha fuq pajjiżna.  Jien naħseb li jekk hemm forum li huwa idoneu biex jindirizza din il-problema, apparti mill-EU qua EU, huwa l-Euro-Med partnership innifsu.
Secondly, qiegħda tissemma l-examination tal-feasibility tat-transposition tal-FEMIP experience għall-Euro-Mediterranean Development Bank.  Given il-mod kif kien twaqqaf il-European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, taħseb li jkun jagħmel sens li b’mod kumplimentari ma’ l-EBRD tingħata spinta lill-Euro-Mediterranean Development Bank, u li Malta forsi tkun well-placed biex tkun kandidata għal xi ħaġa simili, ladarba l-infrastruttura tagħna fil-financial services hija waħda mill-istrong selling points tagħna bħala pajjiż?  Nirringrazzjak.
DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  I think these are three pertinent questions which I’m very happy that you’ve raised.  First of all, yes, absolutely, it’s in our interest not to wait for the Commission to suggest to us – they won’t do it anyway – or to just go for the run of the mill type of suggestions.  I think we have to move beyond that.  Just to give you one example, which I indicated in my second point, it’s quite clear that there is a lack of understanding when it comes to the relationship, the synergy that the Euro neighbourhood policy will bring to the Barcelona process.  In the sense that despite all the communiqués and despite the clarifications and despite the signing of action plans, there is a necessity for some sort of institution.  At least this is the way I see it, to be established, not wait five years and then realise that it’s necessary.
It’s already obvious that it is necessary.  There is a lot of ambiguity about the extent to which the Mediterranean could end up being marginalised, in the sense that now the financial instrument and the political instrument will be together with Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, the East and the South are being merged.  This is what the neighbourhood policy is.  I think it makes perfect sense to suggest to the European Union that, for example, Malta can act as an information agency or as some sort of seat - a Euro-Med secretariat however you want to describe it without sounding too high-sounding - in order to articulate clearly the Commission’s communiqués, its objectives vis-à-vis the Euro-Med partnership.  To my mind there is no doubt that if there is this type of effort coming through Malta, it would be much better received and, hopefully, better understood than simply publishing in Brussels and generating all this information.  That’s one example.
So yes, I don’t think we should wait for these official initiatives.  Anyway, there aren’t too many and there’s a lot of competition when these are made.  Let’s identify the niches and offer our suggestions.  By the way, it’s in the interest of the European Union to have an information agency, a clearing house to monitor the action plans being negotiated.  It could be for the Maghreb only, it could be Maghreb-Mashrek, because this is very much going to be the heart and soul of the Euro-Med partnership in the future.  I think it makes perfect sense to have something like that in the Mediterranean to clearly demonstrate that the ENP is not going to replace the EMP.  And everyone in the south is fearful of that.
Another point is the illegal migration.  The references to this are increasing in the documentation but we are still a long way away from anything practical being realised.  So again, this is an opportunity for Malta to raise a red flag for obvious reasons.  Firstly because it is in our national interest, and secondly together with the likes of Tunisia, Italy, Spain, Greece - I know we’re doing a lot of work at the moment with Libya, but Libya are not part of the EMP yet – it is in our interest to suggest something similar to what is coming to fruition in the 5+5 sub-regional forum and to suggest something similar in the Euro-Med.
I believe you’ll probably only find support amongst the likes of the Italians and the Tunisians.  It shouldn’t be only ours, we should be prepared to work as a team.  This is exactly what the Euro-Med partnership has always been seeking to generate.  It’s the north-south.  Libya shouldn't figure in the first instance, but obviously, this is probably also a way of bringing Libya in a fruitful manner to the Barcelona process.  I will be surprised - although anything can happen - if Libya doesn’t join the Euro-Med partnership this year.  So it’s in our interest to already demonstrate, in a tangible manner, how Libya can play a fruitful role.
So again, it’s taking the initiative, it’s putting something on the table, not only asking the EU to come for our song and dance.  There are numerous ideas that one can float, including the idea of a Euro-Med coastguard agency, a summit, or a workshop.  If you look at the timetable of different ideas that the Commission has published, 205, 206, 207, you'll see that it’s a flexible type of framework.  “Illegal migration figures in 2007”, but I think you’d be doing them a favour if I were to quote the two sentences they have here which has just been confirmed to me by the EU:  “A Euro-Med conference of Justice and Home Affairs ministers, with the participation of local authorities should be held to discuss management of migratory flows and social integration 2007”.  So it is still very early days.  Clearly, here is an opportunity for Malta to at least offer its support, not necessarily for the meeting to take place here.  I don’t think we should pitch for too many things, because then, obviously, we can look like we don’t know what we’re talking about.
Mr Chairman, I happened to follow closely the EBRD when I was in the UK, so I would be cautious to compare EBRD with the Euro-Mediterranean Development Bank, the EMDB.  (Interruptions)  I mean we should do anything and everything that can contribute to it being launched in a serious and clear manner, that is you remove the ambiguity around this type of initiative.  I know it’s a question of resources, but is anybody in Malta actually seriously conducting some sort of analysis in the finance ministry or our investment promotion sector?  This is not a criticism, it’s to provoke action.  That’s why I’m here this evening.
We’re talking about 2006 - I know dates can shift – and that’s tomorrow, so it’s in Malta’s interest.  Although I wouldn’t put it on the table myself, I think if you can offer some sort of serious reflection on the key decisions, the advantages, the disadvantages, to show you know and you are serious about this type of institution, I think the Commission will probably approach you to set it up here in Malta.  I wouldn’t necessarily table our application in the first instance, but of course, through the lobbying, through our diplomatic core, through our mission in Brussels, why not?  These things don’t happen every other week.  Those who have been working in the field have been hoping for something like this for ten years, so if the decision is going to be taken, for me the worst decision is that they decide to defer.
Listening to the Blair/Bush conference yesterday shows how items can reach the top of the agenda with the right lobbying.  In this case it’s two Irish Rock stars and people at large, not to exaggerate.  But debt relief has become the buzz word, something that Gordon Brown, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and now even the White House are mentioning - I’m a bit surprised - in the light of the Gleneagles meeting of the G8.  This shows you what proper lobbying can accomplish.  I think that first and foremost the Commission should be convinced that the decision has to be taken next year, and secondly we wouldn’t do ourselves any harm to create the type of ambience needed.  You hit the nail on the head.  As far as the Mediterranean is concerned, our financial sector speaks for itself.  I think we don’t need to do too much lobbying.  It’s the decision that I’m worried about and the possibility of it being deferred again, as they did in the past, because the Euro-Med development bank concept is not new.  My main concern is that it will be put off again.
THE CHAIRMAN:  L-Onor. Mario de Marco.
ONOR. MARIO de MARCO:  Nixtieq nieħu spunt minn dak li qal l-Onor. Leo Brincat.  Naħseb li settur fejn anke aħna bħala Malta nistgħu nipprovaw nidħlu fih huwa f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ l-ICT.  Qed nara wkoll riferenza għall-ewwel laqgħa tal-EUMEDIS li saret f’April ta’ din is-sena fil-Ġordan.  Hawnhekk iċ-ċokon tagħna żgur li m'huwiex żvantaġġ, anzi huwa ta’ vantaġġ għal dawn it-tip ta’ pilot projects.  Forsi minn hawnhekk nistgħu nieħdu spunt 'il quddiem.
It-tieni nett xtaqt inkun naf ir-reazzjoni tiegħek fuq il-Euro-Med free trade area.  Ovvjament hemm in-neighbourhood policy li huwa ppjanat li tiġi attwata sa l-2010, jekk m’iniex sejjer żball.  Kemm huwa realistiku dak id-deadline?  Nixtieq inkun naf ukoll jekk humiex qegħdin iħarsu li ssir free trade area by 2010 u jekk jistgħux jidħlu fis-seħħ free trade agreements ma’ pajjiżi individwali tal-Euro-Med process anke qabel l-2010 jew hux qegħdin jistennew li jiffirma kulħadd, imbagħad jidħlu fis-seħħ fl-2010?
It-tielet punt li nixtieq nagħmel huwa dan.  Qiegħed nara li fir-realtà l-enfasi hija iktar fuq skambji u parteċipazzjoni fuq livell kulturali u fuq livell ekonomiku.  Sfortunatament l-aspett tal-human rights u democratisation tal-Euro-Med process sa ċertu punt qisu huwa mwarrab għal skopijiet ta’ konvenjenza.  Għandek xi rimarki fuq dan l-aspett?
DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  First of all, regarding the ICT you’re absolutely correct.  That’s a niche that Malta is already taking advantage of, in the sense that numerous Maltese projects are benefiting from the Euro-Mediterranean Information Society, and for obvious reasons.  In comparative terms, when it comes to information technology, we are ahead of our southern neighbours.  I see that as an obvious area, a niche where we should continue to plough ahead and support any Euro-Med initiatives.  You’re absolutely correct to identify the first major summit of that kind.
As regards the 2010 deadline it’s an excellent question in the sense that, of course, it’s one of the headline goals of the Barcelona declaration.  The good news is that all Mediterranean partner countries have signed or initialled - Syria has initialled, so it’s the exception to the rule; of course, one hopes that it will sign this year - association agreements which are the corner stones of the free-trade area with the European Union, at a vertical, on a bilateral basis.  The signing is the first step.  Then there is the ratification on both sides of the Euro-Med coin, and this takes a while.  So it’s quite clear that, for example, Syria is not going to make it by 2010, even if it were to sign tomorrow, due to the ratification process that takes place. 
My own reflection is that 2010, 2015, doesn’t make that much of a difference as long as there is progress being registered and that the objective is being reached.  What is of more concern is that a free-trade area in line with the Barcelona declaration does not only include north-south, but in order to be something fruitful, it will have to include south-south, something that could motivate trade and investment.  It's not a free-trade area that we're trying to seek here, it's the creation of an atmosphere that will allow us to attract serious investment, more trade, more commerce, more interaction of an economic and financial type to our part of the world.
South-south, it’s only now, on the 10th anniversary, that there is some positive momentum with the Agadir agreement, but there are only four states.  Again, not to put a pessimistic note to it, but Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt and Jordan say that they will sign it this year, I mean there’s a continuous …  This is a bit of the Mediterranean approach, dates can move ahead, which again, I don’t think is something that one needs to pay much attention to, as long as it happens, and of course, as long as other states are attracted to it.  There are Lebanon and Palestine, and if you look at the Maghreb, then you have Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria to sign up to it.  It’s obvious that, that type of south-south integration, the dividends will not be reaped through it.  So it’s coming to fruition.  
The European neighbourhood action plans are of course offering the partner countries - it’s an upgrade on the association agreement – participation in the internal market of the EU.  But you have to be careful here.   An action plan is an indicative programme.  So, although it’s very impressive that Israel, Jordan, Morocco, the Palestinian authority and Tunisia have already signed to it in the first few months of this year, it’s only when the neighbourhood action plans are replaced by a neighbourhood policy programme that we can actually see them participating fully in the internal market.
I’m optimistic because I think the southern partners realise that it’s in their interest.  I know that the Commission would like this.  This is what they harp on about day in, day out, the Barcelona declaration, where they are offering - they’ve been saying this for years now - technical and financial support to anyone who can facilitate south-south integration, and perhaps Malta can, through some means, especially in the Maghreb, take advantage of this.  I don’t think we should focus on the Mashrek because there are others who could probably do a better job than us, but signing the Maghreb through something like the 5+5 - offer our technical support in order to enhance south-south integration between the member states. 
For example if Libya joins - and I believe it will - Algeria, Libya and Mauritania will be for the first time in Luxembourg.  I am sure you’re aware, Mauritania caught the Foreign Ministers a bit by surprise by tabling an official application to join the Barcelona process and the consensual declaration - as they call it now, not conclusions anymore - stipulated that note would be taken of Mauritania’s desire.  Anyway, the bottom line is that the number of Mediterranean partners will grow, and I think we’re in a very good position to offer our full support.  At the end of the day, this is the area where the EU is very keen to see realisation.
Your final point, if I understood correctly, was about lack of attention to the human rights issue.  Yes, you’re absolutely correct.  Although I wasn’t in Luxembourg, my understanding from colleagues of mine who were there is that basically the EU is very keen in Barcelona 7 to advance further the good governance and human rights agenda in its meetings with its southern partners, obviously in line with the headline goals of this sector and in line also with the broader Middle-East initiative of the United States.  
Again – at least that's what I’ve been told - there was a total rejection of the EU’s attempt to enhance its support of this type of reform because, of course, not wanting to exaggerate, we’re not talking about conditionality here but it’s encouraging the southern …..  There was one particular country, Egypt, that apparently rejected outright.  I guess it's the most sensitive country along the southern shores at the moment because of the bad rap it has been getting from the United States.  It totally rejected the EU’s overtures in this direction, and it put the EU a bit on the spot.  Apparently the EU are currently considering what type of action or policy programme, or approach to take, and there are really two opportunities.  
One is to raise the ante.  Of course, we’re always into the sensitive area here of introducing conditionality in some form or manner - I don’t think that will happen and I think it would be a faux pas – or to be much more selective in line with the policy of the ENP, the neighbourhood policy, which is one of differentiation, which is to work with those in the south that are much more keen to implement a reform programme, the likes of Morocco for example, and offer them more support in future, instead of the other actors.  So you’re absolutely correct.  You hit the nail on the head.  From what I have been able to grasp through friends of mine in Brussels, it’s not from a lack of trying, but it was not appreciated by some of the actors in the south, which I think is what most of us would sometimes expect.
THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  L-Onor. Bartolo.

ONOR. EVARIST BARTOLO:  Jien nixtieq nissuġġerixxi tliet ideat li forsi jista’ jkollhom potenzjal li wieħed isegwi fil-qafas ta’ dak li ppreżenta Dr. Calleya.  Per eżempju, jien nara potenzjal biex f’Malta, b’kooperazzjoni ma’ pajjiżi Għarab, niftħu settur ġdid, dak li jissejjaħ it-TAFL, it-teaching of Arabic as a foreign language, kemm għal diplomatiċi kif ukoll għal businessmen.  F’Ġinevra hemm akkademja li tgħallem l-Għarbi lid-diplomatiċi u anke lill-businessmen.  Tkellimt ma’ nies li għandhom x’jaqsmu mat-tmexxija tagħha li qaluli li ma jistgħux jifhmu kif Malta, li qiegħda fejn qiegħda u llum hija l-uniku membru fl-Unjoni Ewropea b’lingwa semitika, ma teħux il-pożizzjoni tagħha.  
Ovvjament biex nagħmlu dan irid ikollna operazzjoni tajba ma’ xi pajjiżi Għarab, li jekk aħna nipprovdu żewġ affarijiet importanti, post u soċjetà safe - għax dik hija xi ħaġa importanti ħafna – huma jridu jipprovdu l-għalliema, li huma skarsi ħafna anke fil-pajjiżi Għarab, għax huma baqgħu jgħallmu l-Għarbi klassiku u ma ġietx żviluppata - u hemmhekk naħseb li aħna nistgħu ngħinuhom ukoll - l-metodoloġija ta’ kif tgħallem l-Għarbi lill-barranin.  Naħseb li dik hija xi ħaġa li għandna mmexxuha ‘l quddiem.  Safejn naf jien l-iktar pajjiż avvanzat f’dan il-qasam huwa l-Libanu.  Bis-saħħa ta' kooperazzjoni ma’ Universitajiet Amerikani l-Lebaniżi żviluppaw dan is-settur u għandhom Teaching of Arabic as a Foreign Language jew Teaching of Arabic as a Business Language.  Dik hija xi ħaġa li  jien naralha potenzjal.
Hemm ukoll is-summer Universities li naħseb li fihom potenzjal ukoll.  Jiddispjaċini li hemm nuqqas ta’ leadership ta’ l-Università tagħna f’dan il-qasam, imma naħseb li jista’ jidħol issa fil-qafas ta’ x’qed tissuġġerixxi l-Commission.  Jien niftakar li anke fis-snin sebgħin l-Università kienet tagħmel summer University.  Illum donnu abbandunajna kull ħaġa li m’hijiex bejn it-8.00 a.m. u s-2.00 p.m.  Jien sinċerament ma nifhmux dan.  Hemm ħafna potenzjal għall-multi-cultural studies, anke għal issues u għal korsijiet qosra magħmulin tajbin minn high powered people, mhux minn personnel Maltin biss.  Jekk inti trid tagħmel summer University tajba jrid ikollok l-istaff ġej minn Universitajiet differenti, imma trid tagħmel networking għalih.  Sfortunatament aħna lanqas nagħmlu networking biżżejjed ġo l-Università nnifisha, aħseb u ara ma’ Universitajiet oħra.  Naħseb li dik hija idea li għandha potenzjal imma wieħed irid jaħdem fuqha bis-serjetà.
It-tielet punt huwa dwar it-turiżmu.  Il-Mediterran qiegħed ibati minn rivalità u kompetizzjoni qawwija mill-Karibew fejn jagħmlu networking bejniethom.  Il-Karibew jinbiegħ individwalment bħala pajjiż imma anke bħala multi-destination experience.  Waqt li aħna, fil-Mediterran, nikkompetu ma’ xulxin għal ċertu turiżmu, għandna nkunu partners għal ċertu turiżmu ieħor tal-long distance.  Din m'aħniex qegħdin ngħiduha aħna.  It-turiżmu Amerikan, it-turiżmu Kanadiż, it-turiżmu miċ-Ċina u t-turiżmu mill-Indja, meta jiġu lejn din in-naħa tad-dinja qegħdin imorru fi tliet pajjiżi differenti.  
U l-pajjiżi tal-Mediterran, minħabba Ii huma rivali qawwija għat-turiżmu Ingliż, għat-turiżmu Ġermaniż u għat-turiżmu Franċiż, iħallu dik il-parti tal-kompetizzjoni - dik se tibqa’ teżisti, ma tistax tneħħiha - imma għal-long distance destinations qegħdin inħallu lill-Ewropa kontinentali teħdilna l-cake tajjeb u aħna nistgħu noffru rotot alternattivi, apparti milli nistgħu noffru pakkett interessanti kulturali u anke prezz aktar kompetittiv minn tagħhom.  Per eżempju, jekk it-Turkija, Malta u t-Tuneżija jraħħsu l-prezz ikunu qed jikkompetu tajjeb ma’ dawk li qegħdin imorru pajjiżi bħal Ruma, Franza u Ġinevra.  Din mhux qiegħed isir biżżejjed xogħol fuqha.  Naħseb li fil-qafas tal-Euro-Med partnership, wieħed jista’ jaħdem fuq il-linji li ssuġġerejt inti, Dr. Calleya, fil-paper tiegħek.  Nirringrazzjak.
THE CHAIRMAN:  Grazzi ħafna, Onor. Bartolo.
DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  I couldn’t agree more.  This is not something new.  Actually the University has introduced something minimal on the Arabic language and it’s been very well received.  Of course, that’s a drop in the sea, compared to what we could be doing.  I like to be critical of our services at the Academy.  For example, one of the major attractions of our services is our instruction in English.  We offer English, we offer French to those who don’t know French and if your French and English is up to high standards, we’re offering Spanish or some other language.

This is of utmost importance.  We as an Institution, of course, should and could consider it, but at the end of the day I think it’s something to the University as a whole.  To be honest with you, recalling my days in the UK, when I took the decision to come back to Malta, one of the immediate attractions amongst my colleagues with whom I was working was the possibility of Arabic in Malta.  This was 10 years ago.  They said that would be a possibility.  I think we could emulate the percentage of what we’ve done in the English schools for the Arabic language but, as you said, it is easier said that done.  There should be a national effort because unfortunately, if you wait for someone to take the initiative, I don’t think it will happen tomorrow.
Summer University is another interesting point.  Again, taking a feather from our cap, the academy is constantly being approached about doing something in summer.  It’s a win-win situation.  Professors are very keen to come to the Mediterranean in summer, so it’s not as difficult as one would imagine.  We offer a two-week summer school programme on Human Rights and Good Governance, and Development Aid.  We do that together with other Universities, the Irish and some Arabic institutions.  This was held in July.  The sixth one will be held next month.  It’s very popular because there is a niche, but that’s like a small get-together of maximum twenty young scholars.  It is financed through a specific programme that the Swiss .....
ONOR. EVARIST BARTOLO:  Today, with the credit system in the Bologna process, if we use the American model to organise a summer university which can also be a fast track for students who are following courses, and they know that if they take those credits, it can hurry them through a course at the university and they would be recognised by different universities, I think the situation is more than ripe to go for this kind of initiative.
DR STEPHEN CALLEYA:  On a light note, I happen to have the occasional lunch in the canteen, so I network with some of my colleagues who also have lunch there, and I'm the first to stand head and shoulders with those who fully believe that the university needs to and has the opportunity.  We’ve transferred, as everybody else does, to the ECTS system, the Bologna process.  You can transfer you credits.  In the last nine months we’ve been approached, as an academy, by diplomatic training institutes such as Clingendael, the Oxford Diplomatic Institute, the Vienna Academy, the College of Europe in Bruges and numerous institutes to launch a pioneer young diplomat training course in anticipation of the Commission.  This is on a fee basis.  The programme is launched in Brussels next week.  We’re part of a consortium.  We were approached because of our Mediterranean niche, not to exaggerate.  
The thinking is to come together to cooperate because this is what it’s all about in the European Union, the mobility of students.  But of course, you have to take the initiative, you have to raise your profile, and I think, as an academic in the University of Malta, I couldn’t agree more.  We need to raise our profile.  So again, this is not to be critical, but it’s to take note of.
Euro-Med is offering that.  I’ve knocked on Brussels’ door as someone who likes to follow the Barcelona process.  It's my cup of tea.  In the past there was no serious interest in doing something on this scale.  Through whatever process of lobbying, the Commission is now fully committed.  If you look at the Luxembourg conclusions, we’re talking some serious stuff here, such as launching the scholarship scheme.  This is a niche and an opportunity.  I would hope that we are flying any flag, as a University and as other Academic Institutions, to say to the Commission:  Look, we’ve already been doing this in some respects, we’re able to offer these services in other respects, we’re prepared to contribute through our development assistance or through our educational programmes, co-financing.  This will certainly set the stage for Malta to benefit fully. The good news is that we have the capacity to do it if you look at our university.  There is no two ways about it.  The bad news is that we’d better get moving quickly because if the Commission is serious about doing this - and they will; I’ve asked them and they will launch something - I would hope that we’ve done what is necessary.
I also think you’re absolutely correct about the tourism sector.  I think one of the attractions of the Mediterranean is the subregional, doing Italy or Malta, Tunisia, and you mentioned Turkey.  I don’t want to go into my personal reflections of what I think of our state of promoting tourism to Malta or to the Mediterranean, but there is a lot yet to be desired.  I think you’re right on the money.  Recently I did a little bit of analysis on long distance tourism which happened to figure as part of this analysis I was conducting.  This time it wasn’t Canada, the United States or China but happened to be Japan.  We’ve increased from about 1,000 arrivals ten years ago to 12,000.  But my goodness, this is nothing to write home about!  You find Japanese wherever you go.  
We have to fit into a larger picture.  I don’t think it makes sense to set up an ante in Malta or in Tokyo or to try to go ...  Everybody has their own approach.  It’s fitting into a larger grid and the Euro-Med does offer a platform in that respect, because other countries – of course you have to be careful which countries so as not to shoot yourself in the foot – will probably be very keen.  
This week in Time magazine I read about Turkey.  I couldn't believe it.  I mean, they're at the head of the curve, Cyprus, Portugal.  One has to caution against teaming up with countries that perhaps could give you a negative press, because of course there are some countries in our vicinity that have had very negative press, fairly or unfairly, that I would advocate avoiding.  There is one country in particular which, for example, the British market is being bombarded about not visiting.  I would hope we're paying attention to that, so that one doesn't identify us with that country and says:  I'll give Malta a miss this year, I’ll hold back.  And I’m sure you know which country it is.
THE CHAIRMAN:  Grazzi ħafna, Dr Calleya, u prosit, once again, sinċerament.  Kienet interessanti ħafna.  Sakemm nerġgħu niltaqgħu, nawguralek ħafna affarijiet sbieħ.  Nimmaġina li in the latter part of the year hemm possibilità li nerġgħu niltaqgħu fuq xi affarijiet li jkunu qegħdin jiġru fil-pajjiż, jew fir-reġjun, matul dak il-perjodu partikolari.  Min-naħa tiegħi, nirringrazzjak ħafna.

DR. STEPHEN CALLEYA:  Nixtieq nirringrazzjakom for your support and also for the invitation. 
THE CHAIRMAN:  Niskuża lill-membri l-oħrajn li m’humiex qegħdin hawnhekk għaliex qegħdin jipparteċipaw f’żewġ kumitati oħrajn li jinsabu għaddejjin bħalissa.  

Nixtieq infakkarkom li nhar it-Tnejn, fil-5.15 p.m. se niltaqgħu mal-president tal-kumitat tar-reġjuni u bħal-lum ġimgħa ma’ l-ex-ambaxxatur Evarist Saliba.

Fit-8.15 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data li kellha tiġi komunikata aktar tard.
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