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PREŻENTAZZJONI TA’ KARTI

THE CHAIRMAN (Onor Jason Azzopardi):  Qabel ma ngħaddi għall-item prinċipali nixtieq ninforma lill-Kumitat li d-Deputy Speaker, l-Onor. Carmelo Abela, għaddieli rapport dwar il-parteċipazzjoni tiegħu fil-laqgħa ta’ l-iSpeakers Ewro-Mediterranji li nżammet ġewwa Barcelona bejn il-25 u 26 ta’ Novembru 2005.   Qed nippreżenta dan ir-rapport lill-Kumitat għad-diżpożizzjoni ta’ kulħadd:
Rapport dwar il-parteċipazzjoni ta’ l-Onor Carmelo Abela, Deputy Speaker, fil-Konferenza ta’ l-iSpeakers tal-Parlamenti Ewro-Mediterranji  li nżammet f’Barcelona, Spanja, bejn il-25 u s-26 ta’ Novembru, 2005.   

PREŻENTAZZJONI MINN MS NATALIE FLYNN DWAR IT-TURIŻMU FL-UNJONI EWROPEA U L-EUROPEAN TOURISM FORUM
THE CHAIRMAN:  Ngħaddu issa għall-item prinċipali jiġifieri l-preżentazzjoni minn Ms Natalie Flynn dwar it-turiżmu fl-Unjoni Ewropea u l-European Tourism Forum.  Nibda’ biex qabel xejn nirringrazzja lil Ms Natalie Flynn talli aċċettat l-istedina tagħna. Jiena naf b’liema intensita’ u b’liema serjeta’ Ms Flynn ippreparat ruħha għal din il-laqgħa.  
Din hija l-ewwel darba li dan il-kumitat se jkun qed jiddiskuti t-turiżmu.  Hija ħaġa tajba li dan il-Kumitat ma jikkonċentrax biss fuq suġġetti tradizzjonalment relatati ma’ l-affarijiet barranin u Ewropej iżda jimraħ anke f’suġġetti oħra fil-qafas ta’ Malta bħala pajjiż membru fl-Unjoni Ewropea. Bi pjaċir nistiednek biex  tagħmel il-preżentazzjoni tiegħek dwar it-turiżmu fl-Unjoni Ewropea.   
MS NATALIE FLYNN (Konsulent fil-Ministeru għat-Turiżmu u Kultura): Mr Chairman, illum jien qiegħda adviser mal-Ministru għat-Turiżmu u Kultura, l-Onor Francis Zammit Dimech, in the EU sector and also as liason with the private sector.  I joined the Ministry of Tourism and Culture in the last four months and before that I spent five years with the Malta Hotels and Restaurants Association bħala EU consultant. Issa qiegħda on the other side of the table working with the Tourism Ministry. My field is still the EU, but now I have a new role within the Ministry and that is liaison with the private sector.  
Mr. Chairman, inti għedt li din hija l-ewwel darba li qed jiġi diskuss it-turiżmu pero’ huwa importanti li din ma tkunx l-aħħar darba.  Fil-fatt l-idea li kelli hija li llum nagħtikom an overview ta’ kif jinsabu l-affarijiet.  I am going to start from scratch and so I am going to assume li intom m’għandkomx idea fuq it-turiżmu and the EU. Se nagħmel hekk biex eventwalment forsi nkunu nistgħu nagħmlu another talk or two bl-intenzjoni li we put the whole picture together.  Naħseb ikun importanti li nagħmel a session specifically on tourism and EU funding which is extremely important. Wara dan, imbagħad niddeċiedu jekk għandniex bżonn nimxu fuq xi suġġett speċifiku li għandu x’jaqsam ma dan is-settur.  
Biex intom tapprezzaw is-sitwazzjoni  tat-tourism within the EU rridu naraw kemm huwa importanti t-turiżmu fl-Unjoni Ewropea. Tourism is an industry within the EU that affects the society culturally, socially, environmentally and economically u dawn huma four areas which are fundamental within the EU.  
Hawnhekk nibda biex ngħid li s’issa l-EU għadha n-number one destination fejn jidħol it-turiżmu. Hija destination that has the highest density and diversity of tourism attractions. Tourism is seen within the EU  - u naħseb li din hija l-iżjed ħaġa importanti li rridu nifhmu – as the industry which will generate growth. Minn studji li saru u minn dokumenti li ħarġet l-Unjoni Ewropea, it is clear that tourism is going to be the industry which will generate growth within the EU at a rate of 3% per annum which will result in 200,000 new jobs a year. Barra minn hekk, tourism within the EU generates 5% of GDP from the core industry u jekk ninkludi t-transport that goes up to 8%. Rigward jobs, the core industry generates the  equivalent  of 8 million jobs and related services generate up to 20 million jobs.

Mr. Chairman, tourism is characterised by small and medium sized enterprises, an area li l-Unjoni Ewropea tagħtiha ħafna importanza.  Hemm 2 million enterprises li huma tourism related specifically within the EU and 12% of EU consumer expenditure is spent on tourism and on travelling. Meta naraw these general characteristics mill-ewwel nindunaw li t-turiżmu fl-Unjoni Ewropea huwa importanti and that it generates wealth and growth.  
Minkejja dan kollu li semmejt, fl-Unjoni Ewropea m’hemmx policy rigward turiżmu. Jiġifieri waqt li hemm policies rigward l-environment, affarijiet soċjali u affarijiet tal-konsumatur, fil-każ tat-turiżmu there is no policy on its own accord.  Tgħiduli għaliex?  Kif filli qed tgħid kemm t-turiżmu huwa importanti mbagħad qed tgħid li the EU does not have a specific policy?  Dan huwa riżultat of a lack of political importance and merit towards tourism.  Basically din hija s-sitwazzjoni pero’ llum qed naraw li din l-idea qed tinbidel at a very fast rate. 
Mr. Chairman, x’kien qed jiġri?  Fl-EU, the northern countries are the countries that usually pump in money towards the EU and the lower countries are the receiving countries. Issa l-pajjiżi tan-naħa ta’ fuq kienu qegħdin jirraġunaw li huma kienu l-pajjiżi who contribute money towards the EU, pero’ at the same time għalihom it-turiżmu m’huwiex daqshekk vitali għall-ekonomija.  Tourism is crucial għall-pajjiżi tan-naħa t’isfel u li they do not contribute much. X’kienu qegħdin jgħidu?  Dawn kienu qegħdin jgħidu li if we put tourism as a policy, l-budget ta’ l-EU se jibda jmur towards the lower end because they benefit most from tourism. This was the political idea.  Over the years l-affarijiet inbidlu u pajjiżi bħal Spanja u l-Portugal started contributing. These countries depend on tourism. L-Unjoni Ewropea qed tara l-potenzjal ta’ dawn il-pajjiżi membri u allura the thinking slowly started to change biex issa hemm l-idea of a European Tourism Policy. 
S’issa t-turiżmu falls within the remit of enterprise policy. Huwa importanti li nifhmu għaliex dan jaqa’ taħt l-enterprise policy.  Dan jaqa’ taħt enterprise policy because it contributes towards the enterprise industry by creating new markets. Hawnhekk għandek entrepreneurship u innovative enterprises, the promotion of SMEs, access to job market u equal opportunities. Dawn huma kollha objectives of the enterprise policy within the EU u allura tourism  fits in perfectly. Besides fitting in perfectly into the enterprise policy it also fits in perfectly into the overall objectives għax għandek high level of employment, quality of jobs, social and economic cohesion, quality of life, citizenship and sustainable development. Barra dan kollu it also fits in perfectly in the transport policy.
Mr. Chairman, who is taking care of tourism within the EU? It falls under enterprise and so Commissioner and Vice President Guenther Verheugen is responsible. He is the person who is dealing with tourism and that is good because Mr Verheugen is a Commissioner with a vision of enterprise and business.  That is an excellent advantage for tourism within the EU because he is seeing tourism as the industry that can really generate growth. It makes a difference when you have a commissioner who really believes in tourism and that is definitely a plus. 
Within the enterprise policy there is a Tourism Unit that deals solely with tourism affairs. The head of this unit answers to the directorship within the enterprise policy which falls under the responsibility of Commissioner Verheugen.  What does this unit do?   The fundamental objective of this unit is to ensure that tourism makes the optimum contribution to the community’s fundamental goals which I mentioned before.  Barra minn hekk, when we talk about employment, growth and prosperity then we will be getting to the Lisbon Strategy. Il-pajjiżi kollha are being asked to reach the goals set out in the Lisbon Strategy and these goals are parallel with those of tourism.  So here we have the idea that tourism can help the Lisbon Strategy and this idea is shared by Commissioner Verheugen.  
L-objectives of the Tourism Unit are to improve the quality of tourism across the board, to enhance competitiveness and to ensure sustainability.  Fl-Unjoni Ewropea jagħtu importanza kbira li tourism has to be sustainable and they are working in that direction. Whatever we invest today, the benefits can be reaped tomorrow.
This unit works in close collaboration with other DG’s.  The reason is that tourism is not a policy but then if you had to go through all the list of policies within the EU you can immediately see that every policy affects tourism and in turn is affected by tourism.  Jekk għandek l-ambjent, dan se jaffettwa t-turiżmu u t-turiżmu se jeffettwa l-ambjent. Dan jgħodd ukoll fir-rigward tat-transport, il-VAT, il-consumer protection u anke s-social issues.  Having said that, hawnhekk għandna biċċa xogħol ikbar għax whereas social policy tista’ tqiegħda f’kaxxa, it-turiżmu ma tistgħax tqiegħdu f’kaxxa għax m’huwiex policy pero’ l-policies l-oħra kollha jaffettwawh u hu jaffettwa lilhom.  Anybody who is dealing with tourism within the EU is not on the right track unless he is 100% aware of this situation. Parti importanti mix-xogħol tat-Tourism Unit huwa to make sure li dak kollu li jsir mill-policies l-oħrajn ma jaffettwax ħażin lit-turiżmu.  Jiġifieri jekk għall-argument ħierġa direttiva ġdida fuq il-VAT u din id-direttiva narawha biss mil-lenti ta’ VAT u ma narawhiex ukoll mil-lenti tat-turiżmu, allura we are treading on dangerous grounds.  One of the responsibilities of the Tourism Unit is precisely to ensure that this does not happen.  
Mr Chairman, it-Tourism Unit hija responsabbli wkoll għat-Tourism Advisory Committee.  Billi t-turiżmu m’huwiex policy allura m’għandekx council formation, jiġifieri l-ministru responsabbli mit-turiżmu ta’ kull pajjiż do not meet to discuss legislation because tourism is not a policy u minħabba f’hekk it was decided that there should be this advisory committee. Dan il-kumitat jinvolvi members of each and every member state li għandhom a vested interest in tourism at national level u allura Malta tipparteċipa regolarment f’dan il-kumitat.  Dan il-medium huwa importanti ħafna because anything which is related to tourism is discussed there and this committee is the place for a member state to push something.   Besides, one finds out a lot of things from that committee and so this channel is extremely important for a country like Malta. It is also important because it is one of the channels through which one can reach the Commission at a tourism level. Furthermore, the director of enterprise always attends this committee. 
Il-Commission għandha medium ieħor li huwa t-Tourism Sustainability Group. It was decided that new guidelines should be formulated by the Commission in relation to the sustainability of tourism. For this purpose, they asked for the participation of representatives from each and every member state not only at government level but also at private sector and NGOs level.  Again Malta plays an active part in this group.  I usually attend the meetings of this group so I can tell you exactly what goes on there. 
Mr Chairman, f’dan il-grupp hemm 50 rappreżentant from across the EU and these representatives have been divided into groups relating to consumers, destinations, industry and transport and we were allowed to sit on two groups.  We were then divided into sub-groups and we meet first as a main group and then according to the sub-groups.  The objective of all these meetings is to draw up the guidelines about sustainable tourism and eventually pass them on to the Commission. Imbagħad hemm proċess sħiħ biex dawn il-guidlines jiġu adottati.  
Ħaġa oħra importanti hi li dan it-Tourism Unit għandu excellent relationships ma’ representative organisations, per eżempju, mal-hotels, restaurants and similar establishments of Europe li huma magħqudin taħt il-HOTREC. It-Tourism Unit jiltaqa’ regolarment mal-HOTREC u ma’ l-ECTAA, li hija l-association of travel agents and  tour operators, u dawn għandhom relazzjoni tajba ħafna bejniethom.   
Mr Chairman, dan kollu qed ngħidu biex ma’ l-ewwel tkunu konxji li dan l-imbierek Tourism Unit does not work in isolation but  it works in conjunction with all member states and also with the private sector. Din hija xi ħaġa importantissima għax fejn jidħol it-turiżmu you have to have all the stakeholders on board because they are the people in the field and they know what is going on.  
Irrid ngħid li l-Unjoni Ewropea ilha għal dawn l-aħħar 25 sena toħroġ dokumenti rigward it-turiżmu. Jien mhux se noqgħod nelenkahom kollha biex ma neħdilkomx raskom, imma l-iżjed landmark importanti hija meta fl-1999 l-Unjoni Ewropea ddeċidiet li tagħmel studju fuq il-potenzjal li għandu t-turiżmu. F’dan ix-xogħol l-Unjoni Ewropea daħħlet lill-istakeholders f’partnership magħha u ħarġu b’rapport li huwa msejjaħ “New Partnerships for Jobs”.  Dan huwa importanti għax minn dan ir-rapport ta’ 1999 it became clear that tourism and employment are going to move together. Dan ir-rapport baqa’ msemmi wkoll għax it was a breakthrough u jiena issa se ngħaddi biex ngħid x’fih fil-qosor.  
Dan ir-rapport kien divided into five areas, among them, environmental protection and training quality which are key areas when somebody is going to study tourism.  As a result of this study we got a communication which then led to a resolution.  Fil-jargon li qed nuża I am never saying directive or regulation.  Why?  If tourism is not a policy per se allura ma jistax ikollok liġijiet li joħorġu direttament għat-turiżmu, allura f’dan il-każ nużaw jargon bħal resolution, communication, strategy and recommendation.  Jekk ikun hemm il-bżonn li toħroġ xi direttiva din trid toħroġ taħt policy oħra.  Per eżempju, direttivi li jirrigwardaw package holidays u timeshare ma joħroġux taħt turiżmu għax għat-turiżmu m’hemmx policy imma joħorġu taħt consumer policy.  Huwa importanti li dan iżżommuh f’moħħkom.  
We now come to the Council resolution of 2002.  Mir-rapport li sar fl-1999, fl-2002 ħarġet ir-resolution called The Future of EuropeanTourism.   It was the first time that the Council adopted a resolution specifically on tourism u breakthrough bħal din tagħti impetus biex it-turiżmu jibqa’ tiela’ ‘l fuq on the EU agenda. This resolution is divided into three areas and it sets out x’għandha tagħmel il-Commission u x’għandhom jagħmlu l-member states u t-tourism stakeholders.  Fejn jidħol it-turiżmu, the thinking now within the EU huwa li għandu jkollom dan it-trio, jiġifieri l-Commission, il-member states u t-tourism stakeholders and that is the way it should be.
The resolution set out  the thinking within the Commission for the drawing up of new guidelines for European tourism policy.  First, the Commission has to present to the Tourism Advisory Committee (TAC), which committee includes the representatives of the member states, measures which in its opinion can affect the tourism sector.  The Commission does not decide itself on which measures are going to affect tourism but it puts them on the table within the TAC to be discussed by the member states.  Huwa importanti li l-Commission għandha l-għajnuna ta’ dan it-TAC, għax dan huwa a very vital medium to lobby. Dan għaliex billi m’hemmx policy dwar it-turiżmu allura m’hemmx council għalih u peress li normalment ħafna mill-lobbying isir fil-councils, il-lobbying dwar it-turiżmu  jsir fit-TAC. 
The resolution also states that the Commission has to organise an annual tourism forum within the EU.  This tourism forum has been taking place since 2002 with the first one meeting in Brussels, the second one met in Venice, the third one was in Hungary and the fourth one was held in October 2005 in Malta.  L-idea tal-forum hi li the EU gets together all the tourism stakeholders fl-EU għal jumejn in a particular country.  Originally the forum was to be  held in the country that has the presidency pero’ li ġara kien li l-Ungerija, minħabba l-interess partikolari li għandha fit-turiżmu, rnexxielha tagħmel lobbying ma’ l-Olanda biex jorganizzawha minflokhom. Malta, li wkoll għandna interess partikolari fit-turiżmu, managed to lobby the British to organise this forum.
Again, billi m’għandekx policy għat-turiżmu, allura hemm nuqqas ta’ forum fejn kulħadd jista’ jiddiskuti dan is-suġġett u allura the Commission is obliged that every year it organises this forum.  In fact, the Commission invites all stakeholders, about 300 people in all, there is a set agenda related to the hot issues prevailing at that time and  decisions are taken during this forum. 
Fir-resolution għandek ukoll li trid issir a systematic analysis on the repercussions of community measures on the tourism sector.  Mela hawnhekk għandna mniżżel ċar u tond li t-turiżmu jiġi affected by and affects other policies u allura għandu jkun hemm a systematic analysis by the Commission to see how tourism is affected by what is done by other policies.  
Another important aspect is that it invites member states to promote the good use of community fiscal and non fiscal measures.   B’ fiscal measures qed nirreferu għal fondi.  Jekk m’għandekx policy allura m’għandekx fond speċifiku għat-turiżmu.  Having said that, jekk trid tagħmel proġett fit-turiżmu you can tap into all the other funds għall-fatt li kull policy affects tourism and is affected by tourism.  Per eżempju,  jekk qegħdin nitkellmu fuq training you can tap into the social funds, jekk għandek environment you con tap the funds li jaqgħu taħt l-environment policy.  As far as tourism is concerned structural funds are the most important ones.  Huwa importanti ħafna li nifhmu li l-Commission innifisha stresses that the structural funds are there to upgrade the country and so help it reach a certain GDP.  Ovvjament jekk inti tutilizza dawk il-funds fuq proġetti turistiċi allura awtomatikament you are upgrading your country’s GDP.  In the resolution it is made clear that member states are asked and are invited to make good use of these funds. 
The resolution encourages voluntary activities across the board versus legislative measures.  Fejn jidħol it-turiżmu l-Commission found that it is better if you encourage voluntary activities rather than you burden it with  further legislation.  The less legislation there is the better.  
The resolution invites participation of  the private sector.  The private sector cannot remain outside as that will be detrimental both  to the EU and  to itself.  

Mr Chairman, the last breakthrough occurred in Malta last October when for the very first time Commissioner Verheugen iltaqa’ informalment mal-ministri tat-turiżmu ta’ l-istati membri kollha.   Why did he meet them informally?  Again, this is linked to the fact that tourism is not a policy u allura meta Malta kienet qed tifformula l-aġenda għal dan il-forum flimkien ma’ l-Ingilterra u mal-Commission fuq il-European Tourism Forum, Malta ħarġet bl-idea li jkun hemm din it-tip ta’ laqgħa informali minħabba l-fatt li għat-turiżmu m’hemmx council formation u allura l-ministri tat-turiżmu ma jiltaqgħux flimkien on an officially set agenda at an EU level.   Din l-inizjattiva fil-fatt ġiet mis-settur privat u l-ministeru ddeċieda li it was a very good idea and it was pushed through.  Din issa se tibqa’ tiġri kull sena matul dan il-forum.      
At the moment we are in the Austrian Presidency, however, the European Tourism Forum always falls in the second part of the year and so the next European Tourism Forum should be held in Finland but again Cyprus have done what Hungary and Malta did and the forum will in fact be held next October in Cyprus.   Barra minn hekk f’Marzu l-Awstrija se torganizza konferenza għat-turiżmu u għal din il-konferenza beħsiebha tistieden lill-Kummissarju Verheugen biex jerġa’ jiltaqa’ mal-ministri.  The setting would be different because it is not the forum but Austria as a member state is very much interested in tourism and they sought to promote it during their presidency.  Fil-fatt jekk tidħol fil-programm tal-Presidenza Awstrijaka u tmur fuq il-kalendarju tiegħu tara li hemm ħafna konferenzi, laqgħat u fora oħra li jitrattaw it-turiżmu.
THE CHAIRMAN:  Inkun korrett jekk ngħid li kważi 40% tal-GDP ta’ l-Awstrija, li huwa aktar minn tagħna, huwa dovut għat-turiżmu?  
MS NATALIE FLYNN:  Ma nistax nirrispondik offhand pero’ as far as I know aħna l-iżjed pajjiż fl-Unjoni Ewropea li l-GDP huwa relatat mat-turiżmu.  Jekk wieħed jara t-turiżmu per se huwa mod pero’ jekk wieħed jara wkoll setturi oħra relatati, bħat-trasport, allura l-affarijiet jieħdu xejra oħra.  
F’Malta, Verheugen iddeċieda to launch  the new guidelines for a tourism policy.  Basically,  li għamel huwa li qabad ir-resolution flimkien ma’ l-affarijiet l-oħra kollha and he is improving on it.  Dan ifisser li with these new guidelines he is not going to invent the wheel.  Mill-ispeech li għamel Verheugen joħroġ ċar li dak li Malta għandha f’moħħha f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ turiżmu tallies very well with the ideas of Verheugen and of  the EU.  Dan ifisser li hemmhekk we are on the right track.  Mill-main points ta’ l-ispeech ta’ Verheugen ħareġ ċar li the Commission and other institutions, like the Council and the European Parliament, together with the member states and the private sector must work in partnership. There is no other way li t-turiżmu se jimxi ‘l quddiem fl-Ewropa jekk ma jkunx hemm dan il-partnership.   Il-punt li beda bih Verheugen kien li unless this partnership  happens there will  be no  success in tourism.
Barra minn hekk, the EU is focusing on growth and employment and again tourism fits perfectly into this plan.  In fact, the first part of the meeting held in Malta between Commissioner Verheugen and the tourism ministers was dedicated to the exchange of views on the guidelines. 

The second part of the meeting was dedicated to the Lisbon Strategy where the member states preżenti tkellmu fuq dawk l-affarijiet li għandhom x’jaqsmu mat-turiżmu fl-NRPs tagħhom.  Mill-ewwel ħareġ ċar li tourism can help achieve the goals set in the Lisbon Strategy.  Verheugen also made it clear that the EU has to be more competitive. The EU must safeguard its social achievements but it must continue to promote sustainability and that means that what does not make sense environmentally will not make sense economically.  They promote the idea that what is environmentally sound will be economically sound as well.  

Iċ-challenges li tkellem fuqhom Verheugen kienu the European demography, where you have an older generation, climate change and globalisation.   Verheugen advocates co-ordination, co-operation and specific supporting actions.  Dan għandu jsir b’partnership bejn il-member states and the stakeholders.  Issa nistgħu għal dak li għandhom jagħmlu Malta, is-settur turistiku u intkom, bħala parlamentari.
Skond Verheugen the policy will focus mainly on better regulation and policy co-ordination.  What do we mean by better regulations?  Dan ifisser li l-EU trid tneħħi r-red tape, simplifies and improves rules, improves the impact assessments and will not propose any new legislation in the sphere of tourism unless it is absolutely necessary.  Għandna nilleġislaw biss jekk ma nsibux ways and means biex dak li għandu jsir isir on a voluntary basis.  Verheugen huwa determinat li ma jipproponix leġislazzjoni ġdida.  Again, because tourism is not a policy, Verheugen wants to ensure that there is adequate co-ordination of the various policy initiatives.   

Ħaġa oħra hija that there has to be an improved use of the available European funds.  Huwa essenzjali li l-member states kollha jutilizzaw il-funds li hemm fl-EU by keeping tourism in mind.  Għal dan il-għan Verheugen qed jipproponi li l-istructures li diġa’ jeżistu jiġu utilizzati kemm jista’ jkun fil-qasam tat-turiżmu.  Kieku t-turiżmu jkun policy għalih jista’ jkun il-każ li in the long run inti tispiċċa li jkollok inqas funds x’tittappja milli kif qegħdin illum.  Allura l-idea li għandu Verheugen hi li l-istrutturi li diġa’ hemm bħalissa huma tajbin ħafna fejn jidħol it-turiżmu and what one should do is to improve on them.  Verheugen jixtieq wkoll that member states should exploit all synergies amongst all the actors within the industry. 

These guidelines have also to address specific tourism related issues which should definitely include sustainability. They have to promote Europe as a one tourist destination.   Din hija importanti meta inti tara li hemm ċerti emerging markets bħaċ-Ċina u r-Russja.  Huwa fl-interess ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea li dawk it-turisti jduru kemm jista’ jkun pajjiżi fl-Unjoni.  Hemm il-ħsieb li tiġi ntrodotta website fejn tourism authorities ta’ kull member state se jkunu linked ma’ xulxin.  This is also a means of direct marketing.  Imbagħad għandek ukoll the heritage, art and culture which need to be promoted further. 

Mr. Chairman, jien ipprovajt nagħti stampa ta’ x’inhuma l-basic ideas u l-basic principles dwar it-turiżmu fl-Unjoni Ewropea.  Putting all this into perspective, one must ask, but what must we be focussing on?  That is, what should government, the private sector and the five Maltese Members at the European Parliament be focussing on?  Jiena ppruvajt nelenka kif naħseb li l-pajjiż u s-settur privat in ġenerali għandu jattakka dawn l-issues kollha li semmejt.  

Huwa importanti li as a member state, both at government level and at private sector level, Malta does not go off with the idea li peress li t-turiżmu m’huwiex policy fl-Unjioni Ewropea, allura dan ma tantx huwa importanti.   Dan qed ngħidu għax kien hemm min kellu din l-idea imma, thank God, permezz ta’ ċertu lobbying li sar din l-idea nbidlet.  Pajjiżi bħal Malta li jiddependu fuq it-turiżmu have to be aware of this situation because whatever comes out at an EU level is going to affect tourism or to be affected by tourism.  Importanti wkoll li nieħdu advantage of the structural funds u kemm jista’ jkun nippruvaw li we tap structural funds għal tourism projects.  

Ħaġa oħra hija l-legislative measures.  Jien għandi l-idea li intom tgħarblu l-leġislazzjoni ta’ l-EU permezz ta’ kumitati apposta.  Barra minn hekk anke l-Malta position tiġi għandkom biex tagħtu l-input tagħkom.  Jien ngħidha ċara li ma nista’ qatt naċċetta li, per eżempju, ikun hemm kumitat bħal tagħkom li tiġi quddiemkom il-position dwar il-VAT u din narawha biss mill-lenti ta’ VAT u ma narawhiex wkoll mil-lenti ta’ turiżmu.  L-iskop ewlieni ta’ din it-talk kollha hu li jiena nixtieq li din il-ħaġa nagħmilha ċara f’moħħkom.  Aħna niltaqgħu regolarment ma’ l-MPs u ma’ other entities that are involved in the EU and we give our input into other council formations even though they are not specifically on tourism. Jekk għall-argument ikun hemm council formation tal-finanzi, ta’ l-ambjent jew ta’ l-affarijiet soċjali, we give our input to the ministry concerned ta’ kif naħsbu li se jintlaqgħat it-turiżmu.  

Ħaġa oħra importanti hija li jrid ikun hemm an excellent relationship mas-settur privat. Is-settur privat ma jistgħax jaħseb in isolation u issa iżjed minn qatt qabel peress li dħalna fl-Unjoni Ewropea.  Jien issa se ngħid xi ħaġa mill-ftit esperjenza li għandi fl-Unjoni Ewropea dwar il-lobbying.  L-Unjoni Ewropea huwa annimal verament vast li tagħmel kemm tagħmel fiha qisek qatt ma għamilt xejn.  My personal idea is, and I feel very strongly about it, that, whether you are with the private sector, at a national level or whatever, you succeed in the EU if you are capable of lobbying and negotiating in the right way. You have to be in the right place at the right time, focused on what is being discussed and using what ammunition you have to lobby to get what you want.   It is important li kulħadd ikun jaf l-importanza tal-lobbying u fejn dan jista’ jwasslek.  Il-consultation li jrid ikun hemm bejn the Commission, the member state and the private sector hija importanti ħafna.   EU policy is based on consultation and co-operation.  Il-messaġġ li jien nixtieq naqsam magħkom huwa to lobby what you would like to achieve.   
Ħaġa oħra li xtaqt insemmi hi li jekk intom qed tivvettjaw ċerti affarijiet jew taraw Malta’s position, importanti li tkunu tafu what is available at the ministry of tourism as far as the EU is concerned.  Jista’ jiġri li ċerti issues li intom se tarawhom waqt li tkunu qegħdin tagħmlu x-xogħol tagħkom lanqas ikunu għadhom waslu għandna jew forsi jkunu se jaslulna minn xi channel ieħor. Dan qed ngħidu għax huwa importanti li kwalunkwe ħaġa li toħroġ l-EU li għandha x’taqsam ma’ turiżmu tkun on our desks so that we will lobby accordingly to get the results that we want to achieve.  

Il-Ministeru tat-Turiżmu u Kultura għandu dipartiment li jissejjaħ l-EU Affairs and Policy Development Department which is headed by Ms Mary Louise Mangion, li hija persuna who knows all about the ins and outs ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea.  More important is the fact that she is hands on fejn jidħlu structural funds.  Dan id-dipartiment għandu żewġ taqsimiet waħda tieħdu ħsieb il-leġislazzjoni u l-oħra tieħu ħsieb il-funding.   
Din is-sena se ssir ukoll liaison mal-private sector għax għalkemm ħafna nies jafu x’toffri din id-diviżjoni għad hemm min ma jafx. This is very important especially in view of the fact that the thinking of the European Union is co-operation and co-ordination with the private sector u fil-fatt dik hija waħda mir-roles li jien għandi mal-ministeru.  Xogħli m’huwiex biss fejn tidħol l-EU per se imma wkoll li l-private sector ikun jaf x’hemm u x’m’hemmx available fejn tidħol l-EU min-naħa tal-ministeru tat-turiżmu.

Jien ippruvajt kemm jista’ jkun nagħtikom idea ta’ x’hemm u kif għedtilkom diġa’ forsi jkun il-każ li darb’oħra nitkellmu fuq, per eżempju, il-funding and Ms Marie Louise Mangion will  conduct the meeting herself because she is the technical person on that.  Jew inkella nistgħu nitkellmu wkoll fuq strategy.

Now that you are a little bit more aware dwar kif taħdem l-Unjoni Ewropea fir-rigward tat-turiżmu, I would like to hear your ideas and how we can co-operate more on tourism.  Fl-aħħarnett, jiena nixtieq li fix-xogħol tagħkom intom dejjem iżżommu lit-turiżmu at the back of your mind.   Nirringrazzjak, Mr. Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Bla dubju ta’ xejn l-ewwel kelma li se nlissen hija ta’ grazzi mill-qalb. Ilek titkellem għal dawn l-aħħar siegħa u kwart fuq suġġett li evidentement huwa għall-qalbek ħafna.  Dan huwa suġġett sabiħ, huwa suġġett Ii naħseb li dan il-kumitat għandu jiddiskuti u jisma’ dwaru aktar minn darba.   

Dwar ir-rwol ta’ dan il-kumitat ngħidlek li l-parlament mhux eżekuttiv, pero’ matul il-ħin li baqagħlna forsi naraw jekk dan il-kumitat jistax ikun link bejn is-settur privat fil-qasam tat-turiżmu u l-esekuttiv, jew bejn is-settur privat u l-Unjoni Ewropea u allura nżidu dan ir-rwol ma’ dawk li diġa’ għandu dan kumitat. 

Inti għedt li hemm nuqqas ta’ policy speċifikament fuq it-turiżmu fl-Unjoni Ewropea.  Peress li bħalissa hemm il-ħsieb li jkun hemm policy fuq l-enerġija, int tara li fil-futur qarib l-Unjoni Ewropea jkollha kummissarju direttament responsabbli għat-turiżmu?      

Nistieden lill-Onor Evarist Bartolo li huwa wkoll shadow minister għat-turiżmu biex jagħmel l-intervent tiegħu.

ONOR. EVARIST BARTOLO:  Wieħed mid-difetti li għandna huwa li meta aħna niġu biex inwaqqfu l-istituzzjonijiet tagħna biex naħdmu ma’ Unjoni Ewropea, nispiċċaw nirreplikaw istituzzjonijiet li hemm fl-Unjoni Ewropea u mhux nagħmluhom skond il-prijoritajiet tagħna. Jien inħoss - u din qed nagħmilha anke bħala kritika lill-gvern - li fix-xogħol ta’ l-iscrutiny committees, fejn aħna nevalwaw il-leġislazzjoni u r-regolamenti ġejjin mill-EU, aħna nirreplikaw l-istrutturi ta’ l-EU u mhux il-prijoritajiet.  
Punt ieħor huwa li safejn naf jien fid-delegazzjoni Maltija fl-Unjoni Ewropea m’hemmx persuna b’responsabbilta’ speċifika fuq it-turiżmu.  Ir-raġunament għal dan huwa li fl-EU t-turiżmu m’huwiex policy.  Pero’ għalina t-turiżmu huwa biċċa ħobż importanti ħafna. 

Punt ieħor nixtieq nagħmlu f’forma ta’ mistoqsija li ma nafx inti tistax tweġibni għaliha.  Meta aħna niġu għall-pipeline acquis - dan m’għandux x’jaqsam ma’ l-istrategy at cabinet level – intkom tinformawh lill-ministeru tat-turiżmu li dawn ikunu ġew?  

MS NATHALIE FLYNN:   X’jiġifieri?

ONOR. EVARIST BARTOLO:  Li dawn ikunu ġew fis-sistema.  Dan qed ngħidu għaliex fil-ftit żmien li għamilt fl-iscrutiny committee ħadt l-impressjoni li meta jiġi biex jevalwa impatt ta’ proposta ċ-ċivil tagħna jara biss is-suġġett li jkun in kwestjoni.  Jiġifieri, jekk inhu l-ambjent se jara biss l-impatt fuq l-ambjent u ma jgħaddihiex lill-kollega tiegħu biex dan jara kif se tolqot lit-turiżmu. L-impressjoni tiegħi hi li aħna m’aħniex qed nagħmlu l-mainstreaming li hemm bżonn.   

Punt ieħor jirrigwarda l-wegħda li għamel Verheugen meta kien hawn Malta f’Ottubru li għadda dwar ir-review.  Jekk niftakar tajjeb, dan wiegħed li fi żmien tliet snin jagħmel review tar-regolamenti kollha li akkumulaw mas-snin.  Nafu jekk din telqitx?  Ngħidlek il-verita’ kont se nitlob lil MEP biex jara fejn wasal dan ir-review.

Dwar l-aħħar punt li nixtieq nagħmel nistqarr li ma nafx jekk huwiex fair nagħmlu lilek.  Il-ġimgħa d-dieħla hemm il-laqgħa ta’ l-ECOFIN fejn se jaraw jekk il-VAT titniżżilx fir-rigward tar-ristoranti.  Għandek xi ħjiel jekk din it-thorny issue hijiex se tiġi riżolta l-ġimgħa li ġejja?   Grazzi.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Nistieden issa lill-Onor. Leo Brincat.

ONOR. LEO BRINCAT: Huwa fatt magħruf li waħda mill-prijoritajiet tal-Presidenza Awstrijaka hija l-growth and job creation b’mod ġenerali. Fl-opinjoni tiegħek, in terms of specifics u mhux sempliċement bħala wishlist, tara li jista’ jkun hemm x’impatt pożittiv fuq is-settur turistiku f’kuntest purament settorjali? Naf li l-presidenza hija pjuttost qasira biex tagħti riżultat, imma taħseb li għallinqas ikun hemm a movement in that direction? 
Ħaġa oħra li xtaqt ngħid torbot ma’ dak li aċċenna għalih Mr Chairman rigward commissioner għat-turiżmu.  Jien se npoġġiha mod ieħor.  Inti tħoss li hemm xi moviment jew xi momentum li qed jimbotta, mhux apertament imma minn wara l-kwinti, biex fil-medium or long term l-EU jkollha policy formulation fuq it-turiżmu? 
Fil-fehma tiegħek, bħala waħda li ġejja mill-private sector, tħoss li l-lobby groups tat-turiżmu li hemm ibbażati ġewwa Brussells at an institutional level, huma qawwija w effettivi in comparison ma’ lobby groups oħrajn li hemm bħal, per eżempju, dawk tal-manifattura, tas-self-employed u ta’ l-ismall businesses?  Nirringrazzjak.

MS NATHALIE FLYNN:  Rigward il-commissioner for tourism, jien, bħala Nathalie Flynn, cannot foresee the future pero’ fl-opinjoni personali tiegħi r-ritmu li beda miexi bih it-turiżmu fl-ambitu ta’ l-EU huwa wieħed iżjed mgħaġġel milli kien.  Jien ilni dan l-aħħar ten or fifteen years involved in EU and tourism u naħseb li f’dawn l-aħħar ħames snin rajt kambjament qawwi.  

Ħaġa pożittiva u li jien bdejt biha huwa l-fatt li bħala Kummissarju hemm Verheugen. Verheugen kien commissioner ta’ l-enlargement u allura huwa għandu background tal-potenzjal ta’ l-enlargement fl-Unjoni Ewropea, u bħalissa huwa commissioner for enterprise policy.   Jien nista’ ngħid li he is tourism oriented and that he favours tourism. It is important li fl-Unjoni Ewropea jkollok commissioner that favours tourism u, iżjed minn hekk, jisma’ lis-settur privat.  Fil-fatt l-ewwel meeting li Verheugen kellu meta laħaq Commissioner for Enterprise kienet with five umbrella associations that represent the private sector within the EU.  Kien hemm il-HOTREC, l-assoċjazjoni tal-hotels, l-ECTAA, l-assoċjazjoni tat-tour operators, u l-assoċjazzjonijiet il-kbar l-oħra.   Verheugen anke aċċetta li jiltaqa’ mal-ministri tat-turiżmu kollha waqt il-European Tourism Forum. Din qatt ma kienet ġrat u huwa aċċetta u se jibqa’ jagħmilha.  Jien naħseb li b’mod ġenerali dawn huma sinjali pożittivi, pero’ mbagħad jien ma nistgħax inbassar dawn fejn se jwasslu u jekk hux se jkun hemm commissioner for tourism.  
Personalment I cannot agree more rigward l-idea ta’ scrunity li semma l-Onor. Evarist Bartolo. Sfortunatment l-istrutturi tagħna mexjin eżattament bħall-istrutturi ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea u allura, ladarba t-turiżmu m’huwiex policy fl-EU mela we are loosing out.   My appeal is that we have to lobby the entities that we need to lobby together.  Bħala pajjiż, it-turiżmu huwa importanti għalina u allura hemm bżonn li jkollna strutturi differenti. 

When I was on the other side of the table, I had brought up the question jekk għandux ikun hemm desk officer fuq it-turiżmu.  I have to admit that now that I am on this side of the table I have not brought up this question again.  Forsi huwa l-każ li nieħu dan il-messaġġ miegħi u naħdmu on those lines. Pero’ jiena naqbel ma’ l-Onor. Bartolo li its useless talking about the importance of tourism jekk aħna m’għandniex a finger in each and every pie fejn hemm affarijiet li jistgħu jolqtu lit-turiżmu.

Rigward cabinet co-ordination nista’ ngħid li d-Development Division tal-ministeru tirċievi d-dokumenti bħalma jirċevihom kull ministeru ieħor. It-team tagħna huwa team motivat ħafna u they are aware of this situation and they try as much as possible to lay their hands on as many directives, documents and whatever comes from the EU.  I can vow for it myself that if someone asks for consultation with this division, its input is always given.  I know for a fact that the existing councils on environment and transport have a direct link with the ministry and with this particular division.  Barra minn hekk, Ms Marie Louise Mangion tipparteċipa wkoll fl-inter-ministerial committee ta’ l-EU.  Of course one can always improve, pero’ ċ-channels li hemm available llum qed jiġu sfruttati minn din id-division.
Rigward il-kwestjoni tal-VAT li semma’ l-Onor. Barolo rrid ngħid li as far as I know the government is in favour of having this flexibility.  Issa jekk il-gvern huwiex in favour li juża dik il-flexibility biex inaqqas il-VAT rate tar-restaurants hija kwestjoni oħra, pero’ ntqal anke pubblikament li l-gvern huwa favur li jkun hemm din il-flexibility.  Il-Franċiżi qed jimbuttaw ħafna biex ir-rata tal-VAT tar-restaurants tinżel.  Jien ngħid li it is the role of the private sector to lobby gas down on this matter.  Is-settur privat irid ikun organizzat b’mod li jillobbja konkretament għal xi ħaġa bħal din u mhux jiġi sempliċement jgħid li jkun tajjeb kieku nniżżlu l-VAT tar-restaurants.  It needs to get a study and obtain proof to see what the situation is and then lobby.  Dan jiena kont nippriedkah ukoll meta kont in-naħa l-oħra tal-mejda.  Kont ngħidilhom inutli aħna noqogħdu mmorru quddiem il-gvern jekk ma mmorrux b’affarijiet tanġibbli f’idejna.  The role of the private sector is to lobby.  

Rigward il-lobby groups jien nista’ naqsam magħkom esperjenza li kelli personalment.  Meta kont EU consultant ta’ l-MHRA one of my roles was to act as the co-ordinator of HOTREC.  L-MHRA was and still is a full member of HOTREC, which is the association of hotels and restaurants of Europe.  Hemmhekk hemm chief executive mara tat-tip li she will not take any nonsense whatsoever.  Din tmur b’mod regolari t-Tourism Unit and in all the other associations and she works in the interest of HOTREC.  She is a very demanding woman.  Il-HOTREC għandhom struttura tajba ħafna u l-ħin kollu għaddejjin bil-questionnaires to come out with a position for hotels.   Mill-esperjenza li għandi working closely with one of these lobby groups, nista’ ngħid li dawn huma organised ħafna.  But having said this, one has to appreciate li s-settur privat huwa segmentat ħafna għax minbarra l-hotels and restaurants hemm ħafna segments oħra u allura meta tiġi biex tgħaqqad lil dawn is-segments kollha f’daqqa ssib li għandek lobby diffiċli. Pero’ naħseb li l-assoċjazzjonijiet il-kbar huma organizzati tajjeb.  Fil-fatt issa għadni kemm ġejt informata li the Tourism Unit has asked HOTREC to come up with a report on certain specific areas that they want to analise as far as hotels are concerned.
Nista’ ngħid ukoll li fl-20 u l-21 ta’ Marzu se jkun hemm konferenza speċifikament fuq it-turiżmu.  Hawnhekk suppost li Verheugen se jerġa’ jiltaqa’ mal-ministri pero’ they are not going to discuss policy as such imma se jkomplu jimxu fuq l-ideat li kienu tqajmu hawn Malta.  Nixtieq ngħid ukoll li meta konna qed nagħmlu l-aġenda għall-European Tourism Forum, the Austrians were trying to lobby in a way as to disrupt the meeting of Verheugen in Malta ħalli dan isir l-ewwel darba f’pajjiżhom imma aħna ma ċedejniex.    
Min-naħa tagħkom bħala parlamentari nixtieq li you push tourism further up the agenda u jekk ikun hemm bżonn liaison on anything we will only be too pleased to listen and to assist.   Minn dan il-meeting intom issa tinsabu aktar aware li hemm din id-division fil-ministeru tat-turiżmu u li din qed taħdem u tixtieq tikkopera ma’ kull min irid jaħdem għall-avvanz tat-turiżmu. 

 THE CHAIRMAN:  Mill-ġdid ngħidlek grazzi u hope to see you soon.

MS NATHALIE FLYNN:   Thank you very much.
Fit-8.55 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għall-Ħamis, 26  ta’ Jannar, fit-3.00 p.m. għal-laqgħa mal-Ministru ta’ l-Affarijiet 
Barranin dwar l-istrategic objectives ta’ l-istess ministeru.   
PAGE  

