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PREŻENTAZZJONI TA’ KARTI

THE CHAIRMAN (Onor. Jason Azzopardi):  Ninforma lill-kumitat li rċevejt mingħand l-Iskrivan tal-Kamra dawn ir-riżoluzzjonijiet li ġew adottati mill-Parlament Ewropew: 

European Parliament resolution on the proposal for a Council decision concluding the additional protocol to the Agreement on Trade, Development and Cooperation between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of South Africa, on the other part, to take account of the accession of the Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovak Republic to the European Union (COM(2005)0372 – C6-0305/2005 – 20056/0152(AVC) - P6_TA-PROV(2005)0447 adottata fl-1 ta’ Diċembru 2005.

European Parliament resolution on preparations for the Sixth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Orgnisation in Hong Kong - P6_TA-PROV(2005)0461  adottata fl-1 ta’ Diċembru 2005.

European Parliament resolution on development and sport - P6_TA-PROV(2005)0464 adottata fl-1 ta’ Diċembru 2005.

European Parliament resolution on European electronic communications regulation and markets 2004 (2005/2052(INI) - P6_TA-PROV(2005)0467 adottata fl-1 ta’ Diċembru 2005.

LAQGĦA MA’ PROF. MARKO PAVLIHA, DEPUTAT PRESIDENT TAL-PARLAMENT TAR-REPUBBLIKA TAS-SLOVENJA

THE CHAIRMAN:  The first item on the agenda is our meeting with Prof. Marko Pavliha Deputy Speaker of the Parliament of the Slovenian Republic.  For information purposes Prof. Pavliha, who is also a regular lecturer at the Institute of Maritime Law that we have at our University, is also the head of delegation to the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly, something which is very much of interest to us.  He is the president of the parliamentary group of friendship with Canada, member of the parliamentary transport committee, member of the parliamentary committee for internal affairs, public administration and judiciary and also a member of the constitutional commission.  

Prof. Pavliha, it is sincerely an honour having you here and I am not saying this for the sake of saying it.  Your fame has anticipated you and I really mean it.  It is a very great honour having you at this committee and we very much look forward to hearing your views. There are so many issues which are of mutual interest to Malta and Slovenia and maybe this meeting will serve as a springboard from which we can embark on a series of practical measures to get our respective parliaments closer, especially parliamentary friendship groups. However I will leave it in your hands.  The floor is yours.  

PROF. MARKO PAVLIHA (Deputat President tal-Parlament tar-Repubblika tas-Slovenja): Mr Chairman and Members of the Standing Committee on Foreign and European Affairs, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you heartily for giving me this opportunity to be here. Although I am here on quite an unofficial and almost academic basis, I am very glad that the process of ice breaking which - so to speak - started in Barcelona when I met my friend the Hon Carmelo Abela, is still continuing. Before I actually outline some of the more important issues which might be of your interest and which I thought of putting them down in writing, I would like to introduce my colleague Mr Mitja Grbec who is a very close friend of mine.  We used to work together at the University of Ljubljana in the faculty of maritime studies and transportation.  Then on my suggestion, he decided to continue his post graduate studies at International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI) and he came out as one of the best students.  He even won the prize for the best written thesis and was employed by the institute a year and a half ago.  He is doing his PhD here and I thought it would be very interesting for him to be present. I think it is the first time for him to be in a Parliament, he did not even have the chance to visit the Slovenian Parliament and he must so that when he goes home.  

It is actually eight years since I had my first encounter of Malta when I came in January 1999 due to the invitation of Prof. Attard, who is so well known that sometimes I have a feeling that Malta could be easily called Attardland.  However, it was a great honour for me.  I had just come back from Canada where I did my post graduate studies and Prof. Attard gave me the opportunity to start my first international teaching position. Since then I have been lecturing at the IMLI with enthusiasm and I am proud to say that I have become a close friend to Malta.  Somehow it grows with you and you become addicted to it, so I am really happy that after a one year break, because of my new political career, I have a chance to be here again.  As Prof. Attard put it this morning when he said that being in opposition, now I have a little bit more time, which in a way is quite true and perhaps it is also a bit less stressful.  

I would like to say a few words about IMLI because it is the International Maritime Law Institute that gave me the opportunity to be here today and to make so many friends in Malta.  I think this institute is a unique place not only in the European Union but on earth.  Knowing all kinds of similar institutions around the world I think this is the only place which brings together more than 30 students from more than 22 to 25 countries and so, bringing together different cultures, legal backgrounds, political and legal expertise and of course contributing to the unification of maritime law and the law of the sea.  I think it is very important for Malta to support this institution or to continue with its support and spread the good word around, and my intention is that tomorrow I will try to bring to the attention of the Hon. Commissioner and to other people that it is of crucial importance for the European Union to provide all possible assistance to the institution because it is really something which Malta has to be proud about.  

For example this year I was told that there are eight or nine students already from the European Union.  It started for the third world countries but now it is growing more to the West.  I am quite sure that the adoption of a new policy of the European Union and the facilitating of sea territories and the renewal of the European transport policy is something which not only IMLI, but also Malta as such, should support with all possible means.

When today I was thinking about how to address the Hon. Members of the Committee, my first thought went to the similarities between Slovenia and Malta and I think we share similarities in many respects.  Both are very small countries and not only joined the European Union as new member states in 2004 but we are also on the sunny side of the Mediterranean.  In fact, one of the country’s logos in Slovenia is that we are actually on the sunny side of the Alps, which I do not quite understand.  I think it is much more important to promote our Mediterranean location and occasionally, especially in opposition, I joke by saying that we are probably on the wrong side of the Alps, given the history, but we are probably one of the rarest countries in the world that actually have the sea in their coat of arms.  In fact, there is the highest mountain in Slovenia, the three stars have nothing to do with the European Union but are a memory of our knights or counts from the sixteenth century and then there are three lines which represent the sea.  In my opinion, I think that now even small countries are playing an important role within the group of 25 countries which soon will be 27.  We both have unique languages that are not widely spoken across the globe.  We also play a major role within the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership which has already been mentioned by Mr Chairman.  
So, allow me first to tell you a little bit more about how the Slovenian National Assembly adjusted to the membership of the European Union and about its role in decision-making on European Union affairs.  As I could read in your Rules of Procedure, the Maltese House of Representatives has one standing committee that deals with both European and Foreign Affairs.  By the way, I must congratulate you for the wonderful job you did not only in terms of a beautiful publication but also for what you managed to do last year.  I must say it was unbelievable and it is something which I will bring back and try to convince our chairman to do because I think it is very important to issue an annual report.  If we do not promote ourselves, nobody will. 

 In the Slovenian parliament, we have divided the competencies in decision-making on EU Affairs between two standing committees.  Altogether we have 14 standing committees and 11 commissions out of which five of them are standing committees and the rest are ‘ad hoc’, depending on th issues.  For example, we have just established two investigation commissions but I really do not want to go into such details.  We are very flexible but the major part of the work is done by the standing committees.  The two standing committees are the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Committee on European affairs.  
As a general rule, the Committee on EU Affairs and the Committee on Foreign Affairs adopt decisions on the basis of the opinions issued by other specialised working bodies such as those on transport, environment, education etc. Such positions become the positions of the Republic of Slovenia which the government takes into account in its activities within EU institutions. Should the government assess, in the process of enforcing the positions of the Republic of Slovenia - given the course of negotiations in EU institutions - that the enforcement of the positions adopted by the National Assembly would not be possible or in favour of the Republic of Slovenia, it may decide otherwise. In such event, it must immediately inform the National Assembly and also state the circumstances that have led to such decision. 

Having said this, I will now make my personal remarks.  I must say that we are still trying to get our feet wet in this regard.  We have become a member state of the European Union at the same time as Malta and I still think that there is a great potential on the parliamentary side regarding EU affairs.  I also think that in the future the initiative - that is possible because of our amended constitution - should be taken on our side.  For example, it should sometimes be up to us to ask the government to present certain topics and to make statements in certain regards.  We are all learning not only from the acquis commuauitaire but we are also learning the Brussels way and the Strasbourg way of thinking. 

Sessions of the working bodies of the National Assembly at which EU affairs are discussed and decided are closed to the public, while the material and the conclusions adopted by the working bodies are made public unless defined confidential in accordance with the law.  Committee meetings which are closed to the public are normally followed by a chairman's public statement.  The competent committees - the committees on EU Affairs or on Foreign Policy - invite ministers or state secretaries to their sessions to present and explain the proposed positions of the government on each EU matter.  The prime minister is usually invited to report the conclusions of the European Council.  Sessions on EU affairs are also attended by the heads of government offices, the representatives of the specialised working bodies, a representative of the national council, and a representative of the legislative and legal service.   This is a special department of parliament which has a crucial role in assessing bills and other proposed legislation. Its task is to see whether or not they are in accordance not only with the Slovenian constitution but also with the Slovenian legal system including the acquis communautaire which is now quite an important element. 

Something which is new to us and which was introduced during the last two or three years is that each bill presented to parliament has to have a special statement at the end which states that it is 100% in accordance with the directives, regulations or any other European legislation. Obviously the responsibility lies on who proposes the bill.  Representatives of civil society, business and other associations may also be invited to the discussion when the subject under discussion is related to their work/activity.  

I am glad to say that we were one of the first countries which ratified the European constitution.  In fact, it was exactly one year ago, on 1st February and I still vividly remember it because if you put together the numbers 1 and 2 together it becomes 12, the magic number of the European Union, the 12 works of Hercules, the 12 hours of daylight and so on.  Let us pray that the future of EU constitution will be more optimistic than it is at this stage.  

In terms of parliamentary co-operation and activities in EU Affairs, of course I have to stress as well that we are preparing ourselves for the Slovenian Presidency of the European Union in the first half of 2008, which is both an honour and a responsibility for us.  Maybe I will be criticised by my colleagues from opposition but this is something on which we really need a consensus, like we did with NATO, EU and the constitution.  It is a unique opportunity to show the rest of the world that even a small country like Slovenia - like Malta - can play a very important and influential part in European affairs.  When I travel around I really shock myself about the lack of knowledge by certain people of where Slovenia is on the map and probably it is the same case with Malta.  However, one of the first things I learned in politics is that I have to be patient as much as possible and now I even carry with me a small map so I can immediately show where Slovenia is.   

As I said before, the EU presidency is a great honour and a great responsibility to us.  The preparations are already in course and we are looking forward to chair the COSAC and also the meetings of other committees.  We are also looking forward to co-operate with your Parliament.  In my opinion, there is a great potential for both of us to strengthen our co-operation and for you to benefit from our experience.  

Mr Chairman, the rest is briefly explained in my short memo.  I would not call it a speech as it would sound too official.  With my memo I also dared to attach a small appendix with additional discussion points which I thought we have in common.  

I would like to make two concrete cooperation proposals between the Maltese and Slovenian parliaments.  Before my departure I briefed our Speaker and our Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee about my visit and they were both very much in favour.  So I think that I can even return back to my country make the whole project official.   

First of all, we should establish a Maltese-Slovenian Parliamentary Friendship Group.  Secondly, we should continue with our close cooperation in the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly and Euro-Mediterranean Partnership.  What I would like to suggest is that even before the meetings - I believe the next meeting is in March in Brussels - we consult and support each other and other countries with similar interests.  

One of the topics which could be of interest to us is the idea of establishing a Mediterranean university and bringing together subjects which are not sufficiently dealt with other existing institutions.  I already mentioned this in my speeches so I am going to repeat it now.  We do not want - at least this is my perception - that such an institution competes with other existing institutions otherwise the French university, the English university and other strong universities, maybe even the Maltese university, would be against it.  For example, it should bring together subjects like Mediterranean culture, different languages, different laws, maritime law, music and so on and so forth.  There are so many various topics which are unique and it would be sufficient to start with post graduate studies and then later on we continue to develop.  

I tell you quite openly and frankly that Slovenia would be very much interested in hosting such a university because it is virtually in the middle of Europe and it can also provide university facilities. In fact we have just established another university in Slovenia which is called the University of Primorska. This is the third state university in Slovenia.  

Another important thing is that Slovenia lies at the crossroads of two very important trans-European corridors.  There is the fifth corridor, Turin, Budapest and Kiev, which is especially important because the Ukraine is the most likely future member of the European Union.  There is also the tenth corridor which connects the north and the south which is perhaps more important for the Euro-Mediterranean project because it connects the west and north-west of Europe with southern countries such as Albania, Macedonia, all the Western Balkans, Turkey and the rest.
Mr Chairman and Hon. Members, thank you so much for inviting me to this beautiful building.  I have seen all the museums in Malta and everything else but this is the most impressive building I have ever seen before even though, I must admit, I would be scared to walk in these halls at midnight because it reminds me of the famous Da Vinci Code.  Again, congratulations for your work and I look forward to having you in Slovenia.  Thank you.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much for that very comprehensive yet brief overview you gave us because it gives us a lot of food for thought.  I am all for having closer co-operation between our two parliaments, especially parliamentary friendship groups because they help to set the ball rolling so that further ideas could be brought forward.  For example, if I am not mistaken, the fact that Slovenia is the first amongst the ten new member states to assume the presidency of the European Union so soon after membership, is definitely a scope for closer co-operation.  Like Slovenia we are a very small country and it would definitely help us in keeping an eye on your preparations prior your assuming the presidency.  

As far as the Euro-Med Parliamentary Assembly is concerned, it is a point of common interest and without further ado on that point I would like to invite the Hon. Deputy Speaker,  Mr Carmelo Abela, to give us his thoughts.  

ONOR. CARMELO ABELA (Deputy Speaker):  Mr Chairman, I have to raise a few points because I have to do my duties as Deputy Speaker in the House once Mr Speaker has another appointment.  I think we are both in the same boat because both of us are vice presidents in our respective parliaments and we are also both in opposition.  It was a pleasure to meet you in Barcelona during the Meeting of Speakers and Presidents of the Euro-Med Conference which was followed by the Heads of State and Ministerial Level Meeting.  I must say that this was quite a turbulent meeting because of the lack of heads of state that participated.   However, in our case it was a success because most of the parliaments were represented by their speaker or deputy speaker.  

Both of us understand the importance of the Euro-Med Process and I think that although we are small, we are very much relevant to this Euro-Med Partnership.  Obviously Malta has this issue at heart and there is a consensus between both parties represented in Parliament on the Euro-Med Process as it was always backed by every successive government.   

As you mentioned very well, we are still in our early months as members of the European Union so we are still on the learning curve.  I think our Foreign and European Affairs Committee is doing a good job with the limited resources that are available.  I must congratulate Hon. Jason Azzopardi and all the members on this committee from both sides of the House and the staff that work with them for the good job that they are doing.  We have a small parliament of only 65 members and so it is a burden for us.  An added burden is the fact that we are all part-timers so we have our own professions and jobs which make it much more difficult for us to cope with everything.  I think that being members of the European Union does not hinder us and should not hinder us from having bilateral cooperation especially at a parliamentary level.  I fully agree and support your idea to have a friendship group between our two parliaments and we should work on it with our speakers, who, I believe, would support this initiative as well.  

Another thing that we should work on is how we, as small countries, see the future of the European Union.  I think we should start this discussion even in our country.  In fact, a few weeks ago it was mentioned in parliament that we should be proactive and say what our thoughts are on the future of the European Union.  Although we are small countries we should express our thoughts on how we see the future of the European Union.  We should do this in our interest as well.  

One final comment that I would like to make regards education, of which I am the shadow minister.  This subject is very much at heart and I think we should work and improve our systems to the benefit of our students and also as members of the European Union because we are competing with other economies.  We must definitely rely on training and educating our people because that is our main resource.  We have to rely on our human resources and so we must invest a lot in education.  I am aware of this and I do support every initiative which enhances education both in our respective countries and beyond.  

Once again I thank you for coming here and it is always a pleasure to meet you anywhere.  The first time was in Barcelona and the second time is here in Malta. I also had the pleasure to visit Slovenia with the Speaker some years ago at a meeting of the parliaments of accession countries.  It was a pleasure to be there and to meet very friendly people.  Thank you again for being here.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you Hon. Carmelo Abela.  Now I would like to bring in the Hon. Mario Galea who is the Government Whip and a member on the Euro-Med Parliamentary Assembly.  

ONOR. MARIO GALEA:  Mr Chairman, I will also try to be very brief as I have another parliamentary commitment.  First of all, I would like to thank Prof. Pavliha for his presentation and I am sure that it will serve as a prelude for a long experience of co-operation between the two parliaments.  

I have to say that I was a privilege to hear so much about Slovenia during the last few months.  I was an election observer in Liberia and I was privileged to be deployed with an observer from Slovenia.  Both of us were deployed in a UN military camp in the middle of nowhere so we had a lot of free time on our hands.  In fact, because of the curfew we had to return to the military camp by 6.00 p.m. and so there was a lot of discussion going on and sharing of information between Malta and Slovenia.  Incidentally, I have just returned from the Middle East where I was an election observer in the West Bank in Palestine and I was also deployed with an observer from Slovenia.  

At this stage, I wish to ask you a question.  From the background information you gave us it seems that you also have a small national assembly.  In Malta we have 65 members of parliament and if I am not mistaken you have 90 deputies in parliament.  I would like to ask if you find it a problem to cope with the parliamentary workload which, I have to say, has increased considerably after Malta’s accession to the European Union.  Besides, Maltese parliamentarians are part-timers, what is the situation in Slovenia in this regard?  I must say that the increasing workload, both in the general assembly and also in the committees, is generating a lot of work and we are finding it a problem to cope with it.  We had this committee conducting meetings even in August when parliament is in recess.  So, I would like you to elaborate about this and to share your experience on this subject.  

PROF. MARKO PAVLIHA:  Mr Chairman, thank you Hon Galea for your question.  Our national assembly consists of 90 full-time members.  However, this does not mean that they are full-time members and they do not have other jobs.  It is compatible to be a member of parliament and at the same time mayor or to assume certain research or academic responsibilities.  Legally you can be employed one-fifth in addition to the full- time employment.  So, in my case, I am fully employed by the parliament, so I am a professional politician, and I can teach at the university which in practice this means two extra hours per week.  There is a great debate about this situation which, of course, is never ending and, in any case, it will not end before the forthcoming local elections.  There is a debate about the compatibility between the local political positions, such as being mayor or deputy mayor and being a member of parliament not because of a lack of time but because there could also be a conflict of interest.  We all know that those mayors who happen to be also MPs benefit to a great extent by having more information, more influence and so on.  But for the time being this is something possible. As the largest opposition party we probably experienced the problem of work overload the most because we used to have 33 seats and now we are down to 23 seats.  This means that each member has to work in at least two committees or commissions and sometimes even in three.  I am deputy speaker and in addition I have all those committees and responsibilities which I already mentioned.  Besides, I am not mentioning the positions I occupy within the party and so on.  We also receive less money from the government which is reducing the number of our associates and staff.  Now I can compare the amount of work I did as a minister of transportation and that which I am doing in opposition.  People do not believe me but basically it is the same amount of work.  If you do your job correctly, you need about 15 hours of work per day.  In my opinion, there are still many people who are coping with the quantity of all kinds of European documents we get.  Now it is not bad because everything is being translated, however, some people are still not very fluent in four languages, especially in English and French, and, although things are improving, it will take at least one mandate or more to get used to the work associated with European documents. 

I mentioned the National Council a couple of times and I would like to make a comment on it.  Some people think that this is a second chamber of our parliament but, in my opinion, I think that it is a mixed system.  It is a Council which is composed of 40 members who represent of certain areas like universities, local authorities and commercial interests. The most important competence of the National Council is that it can veto the law, meaning the parliament has to reconsider the law within seven days.  Moreover, it has to adopt it with the absolute majority and, sometimes, even higher if it is so prescribed by the constitution. It can propose bills and it can make comments but otherwise it is not really a second chamber.  Between you and me, there are attempts to abolish the National Council and increase the number of seats in parliament.  However, in that case we have to amend the constitution.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  We now  give the floor to the Hon. Mario de Marco.
 ONOR. MARIO DE MARCO:  It was a pleasure hearing you and I must say that your comments on the Mediterranean were obviously music to the ears to all members of this Committee for the simple reason that the Mediterranean dimension of our foreign policy is one on which there is absolute consensus between all sides of the House of Parliament.  It is a topic which has been acted upon by various successive governments, irrespective of the party which was in government.  From your resume’ I understand that you are also Head of Delegation to the Euro-Med Parliamentary Assembly.  

A topic which was debated recently by this committee was an issue relating to the Parliamentary Assembly on the Mediterranean which will be having its inaugural session this year under the auspices of the IPU.  We understand that there is an element of concern from the European Parliament, or rather from certain elements within the European Parliament, as to how this Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean will be functioning and whether there is going to be an element of overlap between the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly and that of the Parliamentary Assembly for the Mediterranean.  There is concern as to whether there is going to be an element of duplication of work and whether this is going to create more confusion rather than resolve the problems.  

The position of Government and Opposition is that they should be considered not as opposing assemblies but rather as complementary assemblies.  Even if there may be a minimal of overlap, in actual fact they have distinct roles.  The composition of these assemblies is different not only in terms of who will be representing them but also in terms of the countries that are members of these assemblies.  As you are aware, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean is strictly limited to Mediterranean littoral states.  In the case of the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly it includes those countries which are members of the European Union but which are not necessarily Mediterranean states.  Malta is also trying to put forward a proposal to host the secretariat of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and so we wish to have your views as to whether you consider this other assembly to be extra or whether it is complementary.  

The second point I wish to raise is about the very valid point you mentioned regarding a university for the Mediterranean.  I think it is a very positive point and something on which we should all work together for. However, in the interim process, there are various other aspects on which we can collaborate further.  IMLI has been an excellent institute which has seen a lot of collaboration within various states.  Prof. Attard has done an excellent job there.  
There is also the MEDAC, the Mediterranean Academy for Diplomatic Studies, which is also hosted in Malta but is mainly funded by the Swiss Government.  Although this academy has a great potential, in my opinion, it has always had a problem in terms of funding. I think there should to be greater co-operation between the Mediterranean states in terms of funding this academy because it has great potential due to its purpose in training diplomats from various Mediterranean countries.  

Another point I wish to raise is related to that mentioned by the Deputy Speaker, Hon. Carmelo Abela. I think it is a valid point to assess how small member states of the European Union are living this European Union experience one and a half years down the line. Without any sense of inferiority, I think it is important that small member states of the European Union collaborate between themselves. We have a common interest between us and sometimes we do suffer common prejudices and so it is important that we pull the same rope.  This especially applies to the European Council where we often carry weight which goes perhaps beyond our size.  So it is very relevant that we pull the same rope at this level.  I thank you for your very kind words to our country and we wish you all the very best.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  Hon. De Marco mentioned the specific point about the IPU which I was going to mention as well. 

PROF. MARKO PAVLIHA:  Thank you very much Dr De Marco for your very important and varied questions.  It seems that we were reading each other’s thoughts because we had the same problem.  A few months ago before we attended the meeting in Rabat, Morocco, and then in Barcelona, a letter was circulated by the European Parliament and I think that it was signed by President Borrell. I remember that it was a meeting between the president, the three vice-presidents and all the party leaders.  There we adopted certain decisions of some importance, one of which was where to send our delegations. Of course the intention of the letter was to discourage the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediteranean. I do not want to criticise Mr. Borrell but it would appear that somebody does not know the structure and its goals.  

In my opinion, one of the great advantages of the Euro-Med Process is that at the moment it consists of 35 states from the European Union plus 10 states from North Africa and also the Middle East countries. They are all there except Libya, but Libya is already knocking on the door. I would like to draw your attention that our official statement in Barcelona was that the Barcelona Process should gradually involve all the Mediterranean countries, beginning with Croatia and some other coastal countries in the Western Balkans and so on.  

We strongly support the idea that these are two complementary entities.   The meeting at the highest level held in Barcelona was attended by only, I think,  two or three prim ministers or presidents of the ten non-EU countries.  The European Union was present and we were all there reaching out our hands trying to help but the other countries did not show up!  Well, this is not encouraging, but nevertheless, I think we should not give it up.  Of course, this does not mean that we should underestimate the Parliamentary Assembly for the Mediterranean but I think that the Euro-Med has an added value. 

In so far as MEDAC is concerned I totally agree with you and I think that the academy itself could fit in the new university for the Mediterranean as a body which can provide additional knowledge in diplomatic relations, teaching staff and other infrastructural support.  I think that the only possible way to have an additional university is that it needs to be complementary and that it would have to attract various skills and so on.  It also needs to serve as a sort of centre for the Barcelona Process. 

I was surprised that not so much attention was dedicated for that meeting but there was a logical reason behind it.  Most of the time we were discussing the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict and at the end of the day we ended up not having so many prime ministers, presidents or kings at this meeting.  

Finally, I think that cooperation between Malta and Slovenia is very important in all aspects.  Immediately upon my return back home on Monday we are going to have an extraordinary session of parliament because the government decided to send some soldiers to Iraq.  We are against this decision as in our opinion this is going to affect our security.  This is something symbolic but in most countries the advise of parliament is sought on such decisions.  I wish to take concrete action of what we said and so on Tuesday I will write an official letter to the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee where I will suggest the establishing of a Parliamentary Friendship Group because I think that parliament is the most important branch of power in each and every country.   

THE CHAIRMAN:  We cannot agree more.  In fact I would like to kindly ask you to convey my sincere regards to my counterparts, the chairmen of the Slovenian Foreign  and European Affairs Committees and to inform them that we will be more than pleased in hosting a Slovenian delegation.  There are many issues and opportunities that we should face together, such as, the Mediterranean.  
I thank you again for your meaningful insight and I am looking forward to seeing you tomorrow morning at the University.
PROF. MARKO PAVLIHA:  Thank you.  It was a great pleasure and I am sure that we will see each other in the near future. 
PREŻENTAZZJONI MINN MEMBRI PARLAMENTARI LI KIENU MSIEFRA FUQ XOGĦOL BARRA MINN MALTA

THE CHAIRMAN: Ngħaddu għall-item li jmiss.  Din hija r-relazzjoni ta’ deputati dwar safar parlamentari barra minn pajjiżna.  Għaldaqstant nistieden lill-Onor. Michael Asciak sabiex jirrelata dwar il-viżita tiegħu.

ONOR. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  Mr Chairman, jiena kelli mmur għall-Kumitat Soċjali u Ekonomiku tal-Euro-Med Parliamentary Assembly.  Dan kien jittratta pjan li qed iħejji l-Euro-Med Parliament fuq large and sudden disasters fil-Mediterran. Il-laqgħa kienet fi Brussels u saret il-ġimgħa l-oħra bejn il-31 ta’ Jannar u l-1 ta’ Frar.  Fil-fatt qiegħda tinħema mozzjoni sabiex titla’ fil-plenarja tal-Parlament Ewro-Mediterran u qegħdin nibagħtu l-feelers tagħna lis-civil protection departments tal-pajjiżi tal-Mediterran kollha.  Kif għedt, qiegħed jitħejja pjan ta’ kordinazzjoni sabiex jekk jinqala’ xi disastru kbir, naturali jew mhux, u li jħalli ħafna nies feruti u mejta, bħalma kien it-Tsunami fl-Asja, ikun hemm forma ta’ rapidly action force biex b’solidarjeta’ tingħata għajnuna mill-pajjiżi li huma fil-Parlament Ewro-Mediterranju. 
Il-ħsieb kien beda bit-Tsunami u allura kienu qegħdin jaħdmu fuq an early warning system għat-Tsunami.  Madankollu issa x-xogħol infirex aktar u qiegħed isir fuq kwalunkwe tip ta’ large scale sudden disaster jew kif inhuma magħrufa l-LSSD.  Dawn jinkludu kwalunkwe tip ta’ problema fil-baħar, fl-art u anke fl-ajru.  Nirringrazzjak.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Grazzi.  L-Onor. Asciak kien fil-qosor iżda komprensiv. Ninsab konxju li jrid jattendi fil-plenarja u għalhekk qiegħed niskużah. Issa ngħaddu mill-ewwel għall-Onor. Mario Galea li kien qiegħed iservi ta’ osservatur għan-nom ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea waqt l-elezzjonijiet ġewwa t-territorju Palestinjan. Ċertament din kienet esperjenza sinifikanti u pożittiva ħafna.  Onor. Galea, se nħalli f’idejk.
ONOR. MARIO GALEA:  Sur President, kif għedt tajjeb jiena kont qiegħed inservi bħala osservatur ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea.  Din ma kellha x’taqsam xejn mal-Parlament Malti u ma kontx hemm bħala Membru Parlamentari jew sabiex nirrappreżenta lill-Parlament jew lill-Gvern iżda kont qiegħed hemm bħala osservatur speċifikament ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea. 

Kif jaf kulħadd l-elezzjoni fil-Palestina ġabet riżultati li ħallew reazzjoni internazzjonali minħabba li rebħu l-Ħamas.  S’issa liIl-Ħamas konna nafuhom bħala organizzazzjoni terroristika u li kienet tikkonċentra l-aktar fuq attakki suwiċida.  Fis-Shaira, li hija ċ-charter tal-Ħamas, insibu l-proklamazzjoni tagħhom fejn jgħidu li l-intenzjoni tagħhom hija l-qerda ta’ l-Israel.  Allura bir-raġun li kien hemm ħafna li staqsew kif jista’ ikun li grupp terroristiku, responsabbli għall-aktar attakki terroristiċi li ġabu tant tbatija u tant qirda, issa f’daqqa waħda qiegħed jiġi fdat bil-gvern tal-pajjiż.  Għal dan il-fatt jien naħseb li hemm spjegazzjoni.  

Irrid ngħid li iktar milli rebħu l-Ħamas, fl-opinjoni tiegħi, l-aktar ħaġa sinifikanti kienet li tilfu l-Fatah.  L-impressjoni fost in-nies tal-Palestina fuq il-Fatah - apparti l-impressjoni internazzjonali - huwa li t-top brass kien mifni bil-korruzzjoni.  Fil-fatt, in-nies jirriferu għall-klikka ta’ Arafat bħala l-mafia ta’ Tunes.  Dawn kienu ġew minn Tunes b’ta’ fuqhom senduqhom mentri llum għandhom l-aktar karozzi lussużi u joqogħdu ġo l-aktar djar lussużi li hemm.  Hemm ukoll il-hearsay li fit-tali supermarket għandu s-shares it-tali ministru jew ċertu post tad-divertiment huwa tat-tali deputat. Jiġifieri hemm dan l-għajdut ta’  korruzzjoni.

Barra minn hekk, il-livell ta’ għajxien tal-poplu Palestinjan qiegħed imur lura minflok ‘il quddiem.  Il-Fatah kienu jgħidu li dan m’huwiex tort tagħhom imma huwa kollu tort ta’ l-okkupazzjoni militari.  Parti sostanzjali minnu hija verita’ imma l-poplu Palestinjan ma jemminx hekk u ma’ min tkellimna kien ċar li din l-insinwazzjoni ma xtrahiex għal kollox.  

Problema oħra li kellu l-Fatah kienet dik li kien mifni b’qasma interna.  Fil-fatt wara li għalqu l-lista tan-nominazzjonijiet dawn reġgħu ħadu extension sabiex jippreżentaw lista oħra ta’  kandidati.  Kien hemm lista li kienet meqjusa bħala ta’ the old guards, jiġifieri ta’ membri li kienu ilhom fil-partit, u kien hemm lista oħra ta’ persuni li bdew isejħu lilhom infushom the young guards.  Wara l-preżentazzjoni ta’ dawn iż-żewġ listi sar intervent minn Mahmoud Abbas sabiex jipprova jgħaqqad din il-lista u joħroġ with a happy mix.  Kien hemm min qal ukoll li din ma tantx kienet a happy mix bejn l-old guards u l-young guards.  Fil-fatt, fil-lista li saret kien hemm aktar nies meqjusa bħala l-young guards. Allura kien hemm ir-raġunijiet kollha għaliex il-Fatah kellu jitlef l-elezzjoni.   

Tajjeb ngħid ukoll li l-Ħamas ippreżentaw kampanja elettorali interessanti u professjonali ħafna. Dawn bidlu l-façade magħhom ta’ grupp terroristiku li ried il-qerda ta’ l-Israel u marru quddiem l-elettorat b’kampanja organizzata. Kienu jafu li essenzjalment iridu l-voti tal-Fatah u allura wżaw strateġija fejn attakkaw mill-inqas li setgħu lill-Fatah fil-kampanja elettorali tagħhom.  Barra minn hekk ikkonċentraw fuq domestic issues u bdew jgħidu li l-Ħamas kienu se jagħtu livell ta’ għajxien aħjar, toroq aħjar, servizzi tas-saħħa aħjar u edukazzjoni aħjar.  Apparti minn hekk, dawn qalu li huma ddixiplinati u li għandhom idejhom nodfa.  

Il-poplu Palestinjan diġa’ kellu esperjenza tal-Ħamas għaliex dawn kienu ttrasformaw ruħhom ukoll bħala NGO.  Fil-fatt kellhom iċ-ċentri tas-saħħa tagħhom.  Fir-rigward ta’ l-edukazzjoni u s-saħħa kienu qed imexxu b’mod effettiv, effiċjenti u b’mod li deher nadif għaliex ma kienx jidher li hemm korruzzjoni.  Għalhekk il-Ħamas bdew jgħidu li they have a record u li mir-riżorsi limitati li kellhom they have delivered the goods to the people.  Għalhekk talbu lill-poplu Palestinjan sabiex issa jafdahom fil-gvern.  

Kif diġa’ għedt dawn kellhom kampanja organizzata u maħsuba. Nerġa’ nsostni li dan huwa l-grupp li sa ftit ilu kien grupp terroristiku u li s’issa għadu ma ċaħadx li huwa grupp terroristiku.  Per eżempju, jiena kont attendejt rally tal-Ħamas u rajt xjenzati, tobba, avukati, nurses, għalliema, bdiewa u nisa tad-djar li kollha qalu li huma kienu se jivvotaw lill-Ħamas.  Kien hemm tifel li lill-missieru beda jgħidlu sabiex jivvota lill-Ħamas għaliex kien qiegħed jara futur.  Dawn in-nies tarahom bil-maskra u bl-azzarini f’idejhom kif fil-fatt rajnihom kemm-il darba fuq it-televiżjoni. Madankollu ipproġettaw ruħhom bħala l-partit ta’ kulħadd, bħala partit inklussiv u bħala partit li fih jista’ jħossu komdu kulħadd.  Għalhekk nerġa’ ngħid li kellhom kampanja organizzata ħafna.

Fil-kampanja elettorali seħħew ukoll ċerti affarijiet li fl-opinjoni tiegħi għamlu l-ħsara lill-Fatah.  Per eżempju, waħda mill-affarijiet l-aktar magħrufa hija dik li s-security forces tal-Palestina huma kollha segwaċi tal-Fatah.  Fil-fatt is-security forces ivvotaw għalihom u l-Fatah ġab ‘il fuq minn 98% tal-voti tagħhom.  L-ewwelnett is-security forces huma maqsuma u fil-fatt għandhom xi sitt security forces.  Kulħadd jgħid li dawn il-forzi tas-sigurta’ huma ndixxiplinati u li hemm korruzzjoni enormi fi ħdanhom.  Hemm korruzzjoni anke fil-mod ta’ kif jitħallsu l-pagi.  Saħansitra jkun hemm brigadier li jieħu flus ta’ suldati meta dawn is-suldati ma jeżistux.  

Irrid ngħid li seħħew ukoll ċerti inċidenti.  Per eżempju, inċident tipiku li juri n-nuqqas tad-dixxiplina fil-Fatah seħħ f’Gaza Strip ftit qabel il-kampanja elettorali meta kien hemm grupp ta’ suldati li ħarġu fit-toroq armati u bdew jisparaw bl-addoċċ.   Dawn imbagħad marru fl-electoral office, ħatfu lill-istaff u żammewhom bħala ostaġġi għal numru ta’ siegħat.  Ir-raġuni tagħhom kienet li riedu jipprotestaw minħabba li suldat minn tagħhom ġie arrestat mill-pulizija Palestinjana għaliex inqabad jisraq.  Mela għaliex wieħed minn sħabhom ġie arrestat fuq serq, is-suldati żammew l-istaff ta’ l-electoral office bħala ostaġġi u meta telquhom lura qisu ma ġara xejn għaliex għandhom l-immunita’.  Dawn it-tip ta’ inċidenti komplew jagħmlu l-ħsara lill-Fatah mentri l-Ħamas beda jipproġetta ruħu b’mod intelliġenti ħafna u bħala grupp organizzat.   

Mr Chairman, nixtieq issa nagħmel xi kumment fuq l-elezzjoni inġenerali.  Irrid ngħid li l-elezzjoni kien fiha affarijiet żgħar li fir-rapport preliminari ta’ l-osservaturi ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea għedna li setgħu saru aħjar.  Kien hemm problemi kbar fl-East Jerusalem għaliex hemmhekk il-Lhud isostnu li dik hija l-area tagħhom u allura ma ħallewx lill-Palestinjani jagħmlu polling station imma ġiegħluhom imorru jivvotaw fl-uffiċċju postali. Għalhekk ma kienx hemm is-segretezza tal-vot u kien hemm konfużjoni sħiħa.  Biss, on the whole, l-elezzjoni tmexxiet b’mod ġust u li fl-aħħar mill-aħħar il-gvern li ġie elett kien il-gvern magħżul mill-poplu.  Naħseb li dak kien il-kumment ġenerali.
Professur ta’ l-universita’ Palestinjana li ġie jindirizzana għamel l-introduzzjoni tiegħu verament interessanti billi qalilna hekk: 

“We live in the most democratic prison in the world and we, the inmates, have voted in protest at their imprisonment.” 

Fl-opinjoni tiegħi problema kbira kienet meta konna ngħaddu  miċ-check points. Biex nagħti eżempju żgħir, l-interpretur li kellna magħna qaltilna li sabiex tgħaddi minn Nablus għal Ramallah kienet iddum mal-ħames sigħat.  Din kompliet qaltilna li kienet se tiżżeweġ f’Ġunju u allura sabiex tmur għand il-familja ta’ l-għarus tagħha it could take her as much as five hours!  Jiġifieri m’hijiex xi ċajta biex tgħaddi miċ-check points!  Dawn huma nies li jridu jgħaddu miċ-check points filgħodu u filgħaxija u apparti minn hekk hemm ukoll il-famuż security wall.  Dan qiegħed jinbena u qed jaqsam villaġġi sħaħ biex għandek persuni li l-għajxien tal-familja tagħhom jiddependi mir-raba’ u f’daqqa waħda sabu dan il-ħajt ma’ wiċċhom li qed jimpedihom milli jmorru fir-raba’ tagħhom.  Hemm min lanqas jista’ imur fuq ix-xogħol tiegħu jew inkella lanqas jista’ imur iżur lil qraba tiegħu għaliex inzertaw fuq in-naħa l-oħra tal-ħajt.  Dawn qegħdin litteralment ġo ħabs!  

L-umiljazzjoni hija xi ħaġa impressjonanti.  Aħna kellna ID card mill-ministeru tal-foreign affairs ta’ Israel, apparti dak Palestinjan.  Darba ġejna f’mobile check point f’Nablus, fejn niżżluna mill-karozza, għamlulna personal search, fittxu ġol-karozza u mbagħad suldat minnhom rema’ ma’ l-art l-ID cards tiegħi u tal-kollega mill-Ingilterra.  Meta mort biex niġbor l-ID card minn ma’ l-art dan is-suldat qalli li hu kien għadu ma tanix il-permess biex nitlaq u allura ridt noqgħod hemm bilwieqfa qisni l-iblah!  Issa aħna kellna T-shirt ta’ l-European Union observer u l-karozza kellha l-bandiera u l-istickers ta’ l-European Union, jiġifieri dan is-suldat kien jaf li aħna osservaturi ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea u xorta għaddiena minn dik l-umiljazzjoni. Aħseb u ara minn xiex jgħaddu ta’ kuljum in-nies Palestinjani sabiex imorru għax-xogħol tagħhom u lura!  

M’ilux f’Gaza Strip kien hemm każ fejn mara li kienet pregnant kellha bżonn tmur l-isptar iżda riedet tgħaddi minn check point u sakemm kienet qiegħda tistenna fil-queue welldet it-tarbija mejta!  F’dawn il-queues tista’ iddum tistenna minn siegħa sa seba’ sigħat.  Hemm ċerti postijiet bħal Jenin u bħal Nablus li għandhom check point waħda u dan l-aċċess għar-raħal jagħlaq fil-5.00 ta’ filgħaxija u jerġa’ jiftaħ fis-7.00 a.m. u min hu barra barra u min hu ġewwa ġewwa.  

F’Jenin kien hemm theddida lill-osservaturi ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea u fil-fatt waslitilna ittra mibgħuta mill-Al Aqsa Brigade fejn qalulna ċar u tond li huma ma jabqlux ma’ din l-elezzjoni għar-raġuni li l-okkupazzjoni militari tagħmel parti mill-Oslo Process.   Dawn jaħsbu li dan kompla kasbar lin-nies tal-Palestina u qalulna li aħna, bħala osservaturi ta’ l-Unjojni Ewropea, qegħdin nagħmlu din l-elezzjoni kredibbli u għalhekk tawna avviż sabiex infittxu nitilqu minn Jenin inkella konna se nbatu l-konsegwenzi.  Is-security expert u ċ-chief observer ħadu d-deċiżjoni li għandna nibqgħu hemmhekk u fil-fatt ma kellna problemi ta’ xejn.  Madankollu l-elezzjoni kienet waħda free ħafna.  
Mr Chairman, xtaqt nagħmel kumment ta’ l-aħħar dwar x’inhu the way forward għall-Ħamas.  Irrid ngħid li għalkemm fiċ-charter tal-Ħamas hemm li huma committed għad-distruzzjoni ta’ l-Israel, fil-kampanja elettorali tagħhom qagħdu attenti ħafna li din ma jsemmuha prattikament imkien.  Dan mhux qed ngħiduh aħna imma qed jgħiduh il-long-term observers ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea.  Fil-fatt kien hemm media experts li proprju kienu qed isegwu x’inhuma jgħidu fil-mass meetings u fir-rallies tagħhom.  

Naħseb li hemm ħafna options għal kif jistgħu jimxu l-Ħamas.  Il-Ħamas jistgħu jagħmlu kif għamlu l-Hisbollah fil-Lebanon, jiġifieri jpoġġu bilqiegħda fil-parlament bir-rappreżentanti parlamentari eletti tagħhom u xorta jkollhom il-fergħa militari tagħhom. Il-Hisbollah ukoll jemmnu fid-distruzzjoni ta’ l-Israel, ħaġa li ma ċaħduhiex tant li xorta għadhom għaddejjin bil-fergħa militari tagħhom.

Donnu li l-Ħamas issa se jidħol f’tip ta’ kontradizzjoni għax il-maġġoranza tal-Palestinjani ma jaqblux ma’ l-attakki suwiċida.  Jekk titkellem mal-Palestinjani jgħidulek li huma jridu l-paċi għaliex huma għajjiena bil-konflitti u bl-okkupazzjoni militari.  Dawn jafu li meta jkun hemm attakk suwiċida se jkun hemm reprisals min-naħa tal-qawwiet militari Lhud fuq xi raħal minn tagħhom.  Jenin huwa raħal li meta tgħaddi minnu ssib ħafna bini mwaqqa’ u mitluq u meta tistaqsi għalfejn dawn jgħidulek li fit-tali post kien hemm xi suldati Palestinjani jew inkella fit-tali post kien hemm xi membru tal-familja li kien suicide bomber u allura ġew is-suldati Lhud u bbombardjawlhom il-bini tagħhom.  Hemm ħafna li jsostnu li parti mit-telfa tal-Fatah kienet minħabba li dawn ma rnexxilhomx iġibu l-paċi.  Jekk se jkompli b’din id-distruzzjoni mhux se jġibu l-paċi u allura naħseb li fl-aħħar mill-aħħar ikollhom jagħmlu l-kontijiet.  

Per eżempju, l-Ħamas ma jistgħux jagħfsu għas-segregazzjoni tas-sessi fl-iskejjel għaliex ħafna mill-votanti tagħhom huma Kristjani.  Fil-fatt kien hemm xi siġġijiet riservati għall-MPs insara u l-Ħamas, li huwa grupp Islamiku, xorta kkontesta b’kandidat Kristjan u fil-fatt rebaħ siġġu elettorali.  Jiġifieri mal-Ħamas hemm ukoll membru parlamentari Nisrani.  

Kif diġa’ għedt, kienet xi ħaġa ovvja li n-nies għamlu vot ta’ protesta kontra l-Fatah.  Din hija xi ħaġa li tħossha meta tidħol għand il-familji Palestinjani fejn filwaqt li taralhom ritratt kbir ta’ Arafat b’xemgħa tixgħel quddiemu huma xorta jgħidulek li se jivvotaw lil Ħamas għaliex iridu bidla.  Jiġifieri minkejja li għadhom jaduraw lil Arafat, xorta waħda vvotaw lill-Ħamas.  

Fl-opinjoni tiegħi, in-nies se jiġġudikawhom fuq is-servizz  tas-saħħa, fuq l-edukazzjoni, fuq l-ekonomija u fuq livell  ta’ ħajja aħjar imma fl-aħħar mill-aħħar se jiġġudikawhom ukoll fuq il-paċi.

Xtaqt nagħmel ukoll kumment fuq il-foreign aid.  Qabel l-elezzjoni kien hemm reazzjoni anke min-naħa ta’ Solana li, fl-opinjoni tiegħi, kienet xi daqxejn primatura.  Fil-fatt dan qal li jekk jitilgħu l-Ħamas u ma jabdikawx għall-fergħa militari tagħhom dawn m’għandhomx jistennew xi għajnuna.  Jien ngħid li anke hawnhekkk il-komunita’ internazzjonali trid toqgħod attenta għaliex naħseb li l-Palestina huwa wieħed mill-aktar pajjiżi li jiddependi fuq l-għajnuna internazzjonali.  Mingħajr għajnuna internazzjonali s-servizzi essenzjali se jkomplu jitnaqqru, se tiżdid id-disperazzjoni u fejn kien hemm id-disperazzjoni żdiedet l-oppressjoni u r-resistenza.  Naħseb li l-West irid joqgħod attent ħalli ma jmurx joħloq dak li proprju ma jridx, jiġifieri xi Taleban ieħor li m’għandu l-ebda interess li jagħmel riforma.  Naħseb li rridu noqgħodu attenti ħalli n-nies moderati fil-Ħamas ma jiġux iżolati għaliex ma jibqgħux iġibu foreign aid u b’hekk, il-grupp tal-Ħamas jiġi ddominat mill-estremisti li t-triq tagħhom hija dik li jkomplu bil-vjolenza.  

Jien irrid nagħlaq id-diskors tiegħi b’kumment ta’ professur tas-soċjoloġija Irlandiż li kien proprju miegħi f’Jenin u li meta rritorna lura f’pajjiżu kiteb artikolu li fl-opinjoni tiegħi huwa interessanti ħafna.  Dan qal li f’ħafna modi Jenin kienet tixbaħ lill-Belfast tas-sena 1976 fejn kellek nies armati fit-toroq kemm trid.  Fil-fatt hemmhekk kienet ħaġa ta’ kuljum li tara nies b’entużjażmu politiku u nies militantanti bl-armi fl-idejhom.  F’Jenin you used to feel the threat of violence. Pero’ dan is-soċjologu jkompli jgħid li wara l-elezzjoni Jenin kienet qisha l-Belfast ta’ l-1980 meta l-gruppi militanti fl-Irlanda indunaw li t-triq li jridu jieħdu kienet dik li jkabbru s-suċċess elettorali li kienu kisbu.  Dan ikompli jgħid li dak iż-żmien f’Belfast ftit kienu n-nies li kienu joħolmu bil-bidla li kellha ssir fl-20 sena ta’ wara fejn il-militanti waqfu mill-ġlied u spiċċaw fuq il-mejda tan-negozjati.  Dawk in-nies li kienu jagħmlu l-attakki terroristiċi spiċċaw u kienu huma stess l-awturi tal-paċi. Għalhekk ikompli jgħid li jekk ikun hemm ir-response adattat mill-komunita’ internazzjonali dak li ġara f’Belfast forsi jista’ jiġri wkoll fil-Palestina.
THE CHAIRMAN:  Grazzi ferm Onor. Galea.  L-Onor. Joe Falzon jixtieq jagħmillek domanda.

ONOR. JOSEPH FALZON:  L-ewwelnett nirringrazzjak tal-preżentazzjoni li għamilt u naħseb li dan il-parlament b’mod inġenerali għandu jirringrazzjak tal-kuraġġ Ii turi meta tpoġġi lil Malta fost l-osservaturi f’elezzjonijiet kruċjali bħal dawn.  Jien naħseb li l-fatt li inti qed tirrappreżenta lil Malta f’dan il-proċess ta’ demokrazija jagħti messaġġ pożittiv ħafna anke lil pajjiżna. 

Jien xtaqt nistaqsik domanda żgħira ħafna.  X’inhu n-numru ta’ nies li jkun hemm fil-kontinġent li jmur biex josserva dawn it-tip ta’ elezzjonijiet jew f’din partikolari?

THE CHAIRMAN:  Insejjaħ lill-Onor. de Marco wkoll ħalli niġbru l-mistoqsijiet flimkien imbagħad ngħaddu għall-kelliema l-oħra.

ONOR. MARIO DEMARCO: L-ewwelnett nawgura lill-Onor. Mario Galea u nsellimlu tax-xogħol siewi li qed jagħmel għax huwa verament xogħol ta’ kuraġġ.  Dan huwa xogħol li l-ewwelnett qed jagħmel lil Malta parteċipi fl-osservanza tad-demokrazija f’pajjiżi oħra. Illum il-ġurnata l-Onor. Mario Galea huwa rikonoxxut mhux biss bħala osservatur elettorali tal-Commonwealth, imma anke bħala osservatur ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea.  Nafu li mhix ħaġa faċli li tiġi aċċettat bħala osservatur. Jiġifieri minn hawnhekk insellimlu. 

Xtaqt nagħmel żewġ punti u nibda fuq dak li qal fuq l-Al Fatah. Kif qal hu, naħseb li ma rnexxilhomx li l-għajnuna ekonomika li bdew jieħdu mill-Amerika u mill-Unjoni Ewropea jikkonvertuha f'xi ħaġa viżibbli għan-nies, għaliex in-nies xorta waħda ħassewhom fqar minkejja dawk il-miljuni li kienu ġejjin. 

It-tieni nett l-Amerika u l-Israel irrifjutaw għal żmien twil li jinnegozjaw ma' l-Al Fatah u ma' Arafat u allura dawn ma rnexxielhomx iġibu l-paċi li ħafna Palestinjani xtaqu.  Veru li llum il-ġurnata li kien hemm Abu Abbas bħala President u reġgħu fetħu n-negozjati, pero` fir-realta` naħseb li kien too short a time biex il-Palestinjani jħossu li l-Al Fatah irnexxielu jagħmel differenza f’ħajjithom. 

Punt ieħor huwa li meta Sharon neħħa s-settlements minn Gaza minflok ma l-Palestinjani setgħu jgħidu li se jgawdu minn dak it-territorju li reġa’ mar f’idejhom, dawn raw chaos sħiħ.  Naħseb li ġara kien li l-gvern ma rnexxilux jieħu l-aspett pożittiv minn dan kollu.  

L-aħħar punt u nikkonkludi, kif għedt inti, wieħed jispera li l-Hamas jirnexxilu jikkonverti l-politika tiegħu għal waħda ta’ prattiċita` issa li qiegħed fil-gvern. Fl-aħħar mill-aħħar meta Sharon sar Prim Ministru fl-Israel kien ikkonsidrat bħala hawk u mhux fil-kamp tad-doves fil-politika Israeljana u ħadd ma stenna li kien se jkun hu li jneħħi s-settlements jew almenu li jibda l-proċess tat-tneħħija ta’ settlements, mentri fil-fatt irnexxielu jikkonvinċi lill-partiti l-oħrajn fil-parlament Iżraeljan biex dan isir.  Hemm ħafna xi jsir f’dan il-proċess traġiku ta’ paċi fil-Middle East.  Kif qed tgħid inti, wieħed irid joqgħod attent għax jekk ikun hemm dan il-cut-off ta’ għajnuna tista’ ġġib sitwazzjoni ta’ iżolament u l-iżolament m’huwiex l-aħjar mod kif wieħed jista’ jġib bidla anzi forsi toħloq aktar fundamentaliżmu billi tirriskja li l-Palestina tibda tiddependi fuq l-għajnuna minn pajjiżi fundamentalisti bħas-Sirja u pajjiżi oħrajn. B’hekk il-konsegwenzi jkunu iktar negattivi minn dawk li rridu nevitaw.  

Nixtieq nerġa' ngħid prosit lill-Onor. Mario Galea għax-xogħol siewi li qed jagħmel.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Onor. Galea, meta kont qed titkellem semmejt Belfast u fakkartni f’editorjal tal-Financial Times tal-31 ta’ Jannar li qal li huwa importanti li ma niżolawx lill-Hamas u li mhux daqstant neċessarju li l-komunita` internazzjonali tinsisti daqstant li l-Hamas jirrikonoxxu lill-Israel qabel ma jibdew in-negozjati.  Ħalli nikkwota:  

“Short term Hamas must extend its truce and must also formally forswear attacks on civilians, it is not essential that it recognises Israel.  The Irish constitution did not recognise British jurisdiction over Northern Ireland for sixty years.  What is essential is that Hamas behaves as a responsible government.”  

Din hija interessanti u alura meta kont qed issemmi Belfast ma stajtx ma niftakarx fiha.  Huwa punt tajjeb ħafna li l-komunita` internazzjonali, filwaqt li ninsistu li l-Hamas għandhom jieqfu kompletament mill-attakki suwiċida, m’huwiex daqstant essenzjali li mmedjatament li jirrikonoxxi lill-Israel għax bħalma l-kostituzzjoni Irlandiża ma rrikonoxxietx il-ġurisdizzjoni Ingliża fuq l-Irlanda ta' Fuq għal kważi sittin sena, daqstant ieħor m'huwiex daqstant essenzjali li l-Hamas jirrikonoxxi lill-Israel, pero’ huwa essenzjali li huwa jaġixxi bħala gvern responsabbli.  Il-kelma f’idejk, Onor. Galea.

ONOR. MARIO GALEA:  L-ewwelnett irrid ngħid li din kienet it-tmien mission tiegħi barra. Fejn is-soltu dejjem kważi nkun waħdi din id-darba kien hemm erba’ osservaturi oħra minn Malta li kienu Alan Bugeja li huwa diplomatiku, Anna Zammit li ħadmet ħafna fl-NGOs barra minn Malta u llum taħdem Luxembourg, Joe Mifsud li huwa s-segretarju internazzjonali tal-Partit Laburista u Stefan Muscat li jaħdem fil-Ministeru ta’ l-Affarijiet Barranin li kien fl-ewwel mission tiegħu.   

Il-kontiġent ta’ l-osservaturi ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea kien ta’ 180 ruħ fejn ikollok chief observer, deputy chief observor, media expert, security expert, f’dan il-każ kien hemm assistant security expert, u logistics and so on and so forth.  Imbagħad ikollok long term observers li kienu ilhom hemm mit-28 ta’ Diċembru kif ukoll ix-short term observers.  B’kollox dakinhar ta’ l-elezzjoni l-osservaturi ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea dorna iktar minn 800 polling stations fejn il-voter turnout kienet over 77%.  

Jien naqbel totalment ma' dak li qal l-Onor. Mario de Marco dwar l-Al Fatah.  Irridu niftakru wkoll li meta beda l-AlFataħ kellu l-attakki suwiċida tiegħu, kellu s-sezzjoni militari tiegħu u naħseb li fl-aħħar mill-aħħar ma rnexxilux isarraf il-foreign aid delivered f’forma ta’ goods.  Hawn min jgħid minħabba korruzzjoni, hawn min jgħid li kienu mitlufin wisq fil-proċess ta’ paċi, imma kienet x’kienet they did not deliver the goods.

L-ironija ta’ l-istorja hi li fil-bidu l-Hamas kien iffinanzjat mill-Mossad għax kienu jgħidu:  We need a counter balance għall-Fatah.  Allura s-servizz sigriet Israelit beda jiffinanzja proprju lill-Hamas għax riedu joħolqu counter balance.  Insomma l-istorja tirrepeti ruħha. (Interruzzjonijiet)  L-ironija ta’ l-istorja!

Veru li Mahmoud Abbas forsi ma kellux żmien biżżejjed biex isarraf u jien nasħeb li dawn batew ukoll il-korruzzjoni u l-ineffiċjenza on domestic affairs ta’ żmien Arafat.  Veru li Gaza Strip infetaħ, imma anke din hija kondizzjonata għax l-ajru u l-baħar huma kkontrollati mill-Israeliti u l-boarders għadhom ikkontrollati mill-Israeliti, jiġifieri qisni sakkartek ġo Malta jew ġewwa Għawdex jew Kemmuna u għalaqtek minn kullimkien, imbagħad ngħidlek li inti liberu.  Jekk jien irrid immur minn Għajnsielem sa l-Għarb ġo Għawdex jien liberu li mmur, imma jekk minn Għawdex irrid naqsam għal Kemmuna jew Malta no way għaliex trid tgħaddi minn fuqi.  Jiġifieri l-ftuħ ta' Gaza Strip fil-fatt huwa kkondizzjonat ħafna.

Naqbel maċ-Chairman fuq l-eżempju ta' Belfast li din hija kwestjoni fejn wieħed irid jistenna.  Naħseb li tajjeb nerġgħu nsostnu li anke l-Al Fatah fil-bidu kellhom il-grupp militari tagħhom li qatt ma ċaħħduh u qatt ma qalu uffiċjalment li neħħewh.  Naħseb li kultant hija kwestjoni li wieħed jistenna u jara x’se jiġri.  Naqbel totalment li l-agħar ħaġa li nistgħu nagħmlu hija li niżolaw lill-Grupp Hamas.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Prosit u grazzi Onor. Galea.  Keep it up.  Ngħaddu għall-Onor. Leo Brincat.

ONOR. LEO BRINCAT:  Se nipprova nkun telegrafiku kemm jista’ jkun.  Billi din kienet is-session ta’ Jannar tal-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa matulha jsiru ħafna ħatriet.  Fil-fatt jien ġejt appuntat viċi-chairman tas-sotto-kumitat għar-relazzjonijiet barranin tal-Political Affairs Committee.  X’inhuma d-dmirijiet ta’ dan is-sotto-kumitat?  Dan huwa responsabbli għar-relazzjonijiet tal-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa kemm ma' dawk li huma non-Council of Europe member states, kemm dawk li huma observer countries, bħall-Istati Uniti, il-Kanada u l-Messiku, kif ukoll ma' third countries li huma outside Europe, u anke ma’ international organisations li jinkludi l-UN, il-Parlament Ewropew, l-OECD u l-OSCE.  Ġejt appuntat ukoll membru tas-sotto-kumitat fuq l-affarijiet tal-Lvant Nofsani, u tas-sotto-kumitat fuq il-human rights tal-Legal and Human Rights Committee.
Kien interessanti li ġejt avviċinat biex nagħmilha ta’ rapporteur f’isem il-Political Affairs Committee dwar il-Libanu. Forsi tgħiduli:  Il-Libanu x’għandu x’jaqsam mal-Council of Europe?  Fil-fatt din oriġinat minn mozzjoni li għamlu diversi deputati parlamentari, jekk m’iniex sejjer żball, proposta minn wieħed mil-Litwanja, fejn dawn qalu li għalkemm ġoegrafikament il-Libanu mhuwiex parti mill-Ewropa, billi għandu soċjeta` multi-kulturali u għandu sistema elettorali differenti minn kif nafuha fl-Ewropa, jista’ jagħti l-każ - dejjem jekk ikunu jridu huma u mhux b’impożizzjoni - li jkun hemm xi forma ta’ skambji u għajnuna min-naħa tal-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa f’dak li huwa democracy building li kulħadd jaf kemm din hija effettiva.  Fil-fatt il-parliamentary assembly inkarigatni biex nifli bir-reqqa kollha s-sitwazzjoni fil-Libanu internament u biex nara wkoll x’possibbilta` ta’ know-how support jista’ jkollhom bżonn il-Lebaniżi dejjem jekk huma jkunu interessati.

Tajjeb li wieħed jgħid li qabel ma saret din il-ħatra kien hemm laqgħa informali bejn parlamentari Lebaniżi u s-segretarjat tal-Political Affairs Committee u mill-feedback li kelli - ma kontx preżenti għaliha għax kont għadni ma nħtartx rapporteur - jidher li hemm interess qawwi min-naħa tal-parlamentari Lebaniżi li jiftħu xi forma ta’ djalogu u kuntatt mal-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa.  Bħalissa għadni kif bdejt nagħmel l-ewwel xogħol ta’ riċerka u qed nistħarrġu l-possibbilta` li nagħmlu anke fact finding mission f’dati konvenjenti għal hemmhekk anke minħabba kwestjoni ta’ sigurta` għax is-sitwazzjoni għadha daqsxejn volatile.   

L-iktar item li ddominat is-sessjoni ta’ Jannar ta' l-Assemblea Parlamentari tal-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa kienet l-issue tad-detention centres u r-rapport tal-liberali Svizzeru Dick Marty.  Tajjeb li nippreċiża ċerti affarijiet għax dak li deher fl-istampa ġie daqsxejn sensazzjonalizzat. Dick Marty qal li billi kien bagħat diversi questionnaires lill-pajjiżi membri tal-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa li għadhom ma ġewx imwieġba, ma ħassx li kien f’pożizzjoni li jippreżenta rapport formali u minflok huwa ppreżenta dak li qed jissejjaħ an information memorandum li għandna kopja tiegħu.  Dan huwa interessanti ħafna għal min jixtieq jaqrah u anke għall-media.

Qabel ma ġiet dibattuta l-issue fil-parlament sar hearing fil-Legal Affairs Committe fejn ġew mistiedna tliet personalitajiet interessanti, ex-ambaxxatur Ingliż li rriżenja minħabba li dehrlu li minħabba l-gwerra fuq it-terroriżmu l-Ingliżi kienu qed jikkollaboraw ma’ stat li ma tantx kien jirrispetta d-drittijiet tal-bniedem, aid legali tal-Human Rights Watch li kulħadd jaf li hija waħda mil-leading human rights organisations fid-dinja, u senior official tal-UN committee fuq it-tortura.  L-aħjar punt li ħareġ naħseb li kien il-fatt li s-segretarju ġenerali tal-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa bagħat talba formali lill-istati membri kollha tal-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa fit-termini tal-European Convention on Human Rights fejn dan għamlilhom sensiela ta’ mistoqsijiet dwar id-detention centres u anke dwar is-CIA flights fejn talabhom biex sal-21 ta’ Frar jagħtuh xi forma ta’ risposta. 

Il-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa qed jaħdem fuq diversi livelli u fil-fatt daħħal anke l-famuża Venice Commission li fuqha il-preżent hemm il-President Emeritus Dr. Ugo Mifsud Bonnici. Dawn ngħataw l-inkarigu biex jeżaminaw fuq livell ta’ esperti legali l-implikazzjonijiet ta’ l-allegazzjonijiet li saru.  Interessanti wkoll li ntbagħtu ittri min-naħa tar-rapporteur kemm lill-EU Satelite Centre u anke lill-Eurocontrol fejn talbu assistenza teknika permezz ta’ satelite pictures ta’ ċerti siti li jistgħu jkunu ta’ rilevanza għar-rapport.  Dawn damu ma wieġbu  u fil-fatt għamlu dan lejliet li r-rapporteur kellu jressaq ir-rapport tiegħu fil-parlament u allura dan ma kienx f’pożizzjoni li jiskrutinizza l-materjal kollu li kellu.  Għalhekk huwa nsista li jqiegħed an interim report.  Fid-diskors tiegħu qal li ma kien se jgħid xejn konklussiv għajr għal rimarka waħda, cioe,` li jsiba diffiċli ħafna biex jemmen li l-gvernijiet ikkonċernati jew is-servizzi sigrieti tagħhom ma kienu jafu xejn minn dan kollu.  

Tajjeb li wieħed jgħid li r-rapport tiegħu ma kienx qed jikkritika lill-Istati Uniti - l-Istati Uniti m'hijiex parti mill-ġurisdizzjoni ta’ l-assemblea parlamentari - imma r-rapport iktar kien indirizzat lejn l-istati membri nfushom għax il-Kunsill ta’ l- l-Ewropa jsostni, anke skond il-konvenzjonijiet tiegħu, li m’għandu jkun hemm l-ebda azzjoni anti-terroristika li b’xi mod jew ieħor tikser jew ixxellef id-drittijiet tal-bniedem.  Huwa mifhum jew ittamat li dan ir-rapporteur, dejjem jekk jingħata t-tagħrif neċessarju, jippreżenta rapport sħiħ lill-assemblea parlamentari meta ssir il-plenary session f’April li ġej.

Għalkemm ma nixtieqx intawwal xtaqt insemmi żewġ punti oħra fil-qosor. Kellna laqgħa interessanti ħafna maċ-chairman tal-kunsill konsultattiv tal-human rights fil-Marokk.  Se nkun onest, ma kontx aware li fil-Marokk hemm liberalizzazzjoni daqshekk avvanzata daqshekk.  Ġejna ndirizzati minn former political prisoner li issa ġie appuntat mir-Re Tal-Marokk bħala president ta’ kumissjoni on equity and reconciliation bl-inkarigu li jagħmel stħarriġ dwar l-abbużi fil-human rights li saru fil-Marokk mill-forzi ta’ l-istat u tah il-faċilita’ li dawn l-investigazzjonijiet jagħmilhom live on television f’pajjiżu stess.  Biex jiggwida ruħu huwa kkonsulta diversi truth commissions, bħal dik tas-South Africa, u issa x-xogħol tiegħu se jservi ta’ katalista biex il-gvern tal-pajjiż jimplimenta dawk l-affarijiet li ħarġu mill-findings tiegħu. 

L-assemblea ddiskutiet ukoll is-sitwazzjoni fil-Belarus peress li qegħdin lejliet l-elezzjonijiet presidenzjali u l-assemblea anke ġiet indirizzata minn kandidat indipendenti li ħiereġ għal dawn l-elezzjonijiet presidenzjali.  Kien hemm ukoll rapport li kkundanna t-totalitarianism ta’ ċerti reġimi komunisti, dikjarazzjoni dwar ir-resumption tal-programm nukleari ta’ l-Iran u rapport - li sfortunatament ma konniex preżenti għad-diskussjoni tiegħu għax kellna nitilqu daqsxejn qabel - dwar il-qawmien ekonomiku Ċiniż u l-impatt li dan jista’ jkollu fuq l-Ewropa fil-ġejjieni qarib.

Il-Kumitat ta’ l-Affarijiet Politiċi, li jien membru tiegħu, awtorizza lir-rapporteur tiegħu dwar il-Kosovo biex jerġa’ jżur il-Kosovo ħalli jaġġorna ruħu dwar is-sitwazzjoni peress li għadha volatile ħafna.  Dan awtorizzah ukoll biex imur Vjenna ħallli jiltaqa’ mal-United Nations special envoy għall-Kosovo.  Naħseb li aħjar nieqaf hawn ħalli nagħti ċans lill-kollega tiegħi.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Grazzi ferm, Onor. Brincat.  L-Onor. Joseph Falzon.

ONOR. JOSEPH FALZON:  Grazzi.  Nixtieq insemmi punt żgħir li ma nafx jekk semmejtux qabel, jiġifieri, li Malta ma tissemma mkien fir-rapport.  Issa, ħalli nkunu għedna kollox, dan ġie deskritt minn ċerti membri ta’ l-assemblea li hu l-iktar rapport xokkanti li qatt kien hemm fil-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa.  Fil-fatt dan ġie rapportat bħala headline news f’diversi gazzetti fl-Ewropa, pero` l-isem ta’ Malta ma jissemma mkien.  Naħseb li l-kollega tiegħi elabora ħafna fuq dan il-punt u m’hemmx għalfejn nidħol f’aktar dettall.  Sfortunatament dan ir-rapport ġie diskuss flok ma’ saru interventi u mistoqsijiet lill-President tal-European Parliament.  Pero` l-President tal-European Parliament aċċerta lil kulħadd li se jiġi jindirizza s-sessjoni plenarja f’April u naħseb li dak inhar id-delegazzjoni Maltija tkun tista’ tressaqlu xi mistoqsijiet fuq dak li jkun għaddej.  

Lil hinn mill-aspett ta’ human rights, democracy u affarijiet bħal dawn, jien tkellimt fil-Kunsill ta’ l-Ewropa fuq il-water management li huwa wieħed mill-programmi allaċċjat mal-millenium development goals.  Hija ħaġa tal-mistħija li fid-dinja tal-lum hemm 1.6 billion people li lanqas għandhom aċċess għal a glass of water.  Jien naħseb li it’s a shame għad-dinja moderna tal-lum li f'postijiet issib il-ġid kollu tad-dinja, imbagħad f'postijiet oħra ssib ħafna nies li lanqas biss għandhom aċċess għal tazza ilma.  Jien għadni niftakar il-mument fejn dak li kien qed jindirizzana kellu tazza ilma maġenbu, kif għandna aħna fuq din il-mejda, u qal li dik hija lussu għal dawn in-nies.  F’dan il-kontest ġie trattat rapport fuq water management mhux biss bħala a basic human right iżda ukoll biex fil-pajjiżi żviluppati, li għandhom ilma b’abbundanza, itejbu l-effiċjenza tagħhom minħabba l-fatt li l-ilma huwa relatat ma’ l-iġjene, ma’ issues ta’ energy efficiency u ma’ affarijiet bħal dawn.

Apparti li ndirizzajt is-sessjoni plenarja fuq il-water management, jien attendejt l-Economic and Regional Affairs Committee fejn se jiġi varat rapport dwar l- agrikoltura fl-istati membri tal-Council of Europe, fis-sens li għandek ħafna nies li qed jaħdmu klandestinament fis-settur agrikolu li allura qed joħolqu unfair competition kemm f’dawk il-pajjiżi stess kif ukoll f’pajjiżi ġirien tagħhom.

Nikkonkludi billi ngħid li din kienet sessjoni interessanti ħafna li l-qofol tagħha kien ir-rapport li ppreżenta Dick Marty.  M’għandix dubju li d-dinja kollha se tkun qed tiffoka fuq il-follow-up ta’ dak ir-rapport.  Grazzi.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Grazzi. Ninforma lill-Kumitat li rċevejt ittra mingħand l-Ambaxxatur Malti għal-Libja Joe Cassar fejn feraħ lili u lill-kumitat kollu.

Kif miftiehem dan il-kumitat qed jiġi aġġornat għal nhar it-Tnejn filgħaxija 13 ta’ Frar meta se jkun hawn il-Ministru għall-Affarijiet Barranin l-Onor Michael Frendo li se jitkellem dwar il-European Neighbourhood Policy.  

ONOR. LEO BRINCAT:  Nixtieq nagħmel osservazzjoni. Napprezza li l-Ministru Frendo jkun imsiefer ħafna u forsi diffiċli biex isib ħin biex jindirizza lil dan il-Kumitat pero` ma naħsibx li huwa fair fuqna li ningħataw such short notice, jiġifieri mill-Erbgħa għat-Tnejn ...  (Interruzzjoniijet)  Konna ftehemna fuq id-data?  Mela I stand to be corrected.  Jekk konna ftehemna fuq id-data forsi jiena ma kontx attent u allura I take it back.  Pero` jien nitlob li nkun skużat xorta waħda.  

Fid-9.00 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal nhar it-Tnejn 13 ta’ Frar, 2006 għall-preżentazzjoni mill-Onor Michael Frendo, Ministru għall-Affarijiet Barranin, dwar il-European Neighbourhood Policy.
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