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Il-Minuti tal-laqgħa Nru. 85 li saret fit-23 ta’Ġunju 2006 kienu konfermati.

PREŻENTAZZJONI TA’ KARTI

THE CHAIRMAN (Onor Jason Azzopardi):  Qiegħed nippreżenta sbatax–il riżoluzzjoni adottti mill-Paralment Ewropew f’Mejju ta’ din is-sena għalll-attenzjon tal-Memberi:-

 European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for Council decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the European  Community and the Former Yugoslav Republic on Macedonia on certain aspects of air services (COM(2005)0355 – C6-0115/2006 – 2005/0146(CNS)) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0190 adottata fis-
16 ta’ Mejju 2006.

 
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the European Community and Serbia and Montenegro on certain aspects 
of air services 
(COM(2005)0353 – C6-0114/2006 – 2005/0141(CNS))  
-  P6_TA-PROV(2006)0189 adottata fis-16 ta’ Mejju 2006;
 European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision approving the accession of the European Community 
to the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement concerning the 
international registration of industrial designs, adopted in Geneva on 2 July 1999 (COM(2005)0687 – C6-0061/2006 – 2005/0273(CNS)) -  
P6_TA-PROV(2006)0208 adottata fis-17 ta’ Mejju 2006;
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulations (EC) No 6/2002 and (EC) 
No 40/94 to give effect to the accession of the European Community to 
the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement concerning the international of industrial designs (COM(2005)0689 – C6-0058/2006 – 2005/0274(CNS)) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0209 adottata fis-17 ta’ Mejju 2006; 
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion by the European Community of the Energy Community Treaty (13886/1/2005 – COM(2005)0435 – C6-0435/2005 – 2005/0178(AVC) -  P6_TA-PROV(2006)0219 adottata fit-18 ta’ Mejju 2006;
 European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation denouncing the Agreement between the EuropeanEconomic Community and the Government of the People’s Republic of 
Angola on fisheries off Angola and derogating form Regulation (EC) No 2792/1999 (COM(2005)0677 – C6-0035/2006 – 2005/0262(CNS) - P6_TA PROV(2006)0219 adottata fis-16 ta’ Mejju 2006;
 European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the European Community and the Kingdom of Morocco  on certain aspects of air services (COM(2005)0393 – C6-0118/2006 – 2005/0161(CNS))) -  P6_TA-PROV(2006)0193 adottata fis-16 ta’ Mejju 2006;
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Moldova on certain aspects of air services (COM(2005)0371 – C6-0117/2006 – 2005/0151(CNS)) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0192 adottata fis-16 ta’ Mejju 2006;
 European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the European Community and the Kingdom of Albania on certain aspects of air services (COM(2005)0349 – C6-0113/2006 – 2005/0143(CNS) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0188 adottata fis-16 ta’ Mejju 2006;
 European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the 
European Community and Romania on certain aspects of air services (COM(2005)0369 – C6-0116/2006 – 2005/0148(CNS)) ) -  P6_TA-
PROV(2006)0191 adottata fis-16 ta’ Mejju 2006;
 European Parliament resolution on the Commission’s 21st and 22nd Annual reports on monitoring the application of Community law (2003and 2004) (2005/2150(INI) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0202 adottata fis-16 
ta’ Mejju 2006;
European Parliament resolution on Taiwan) - P6_TA-
PROV(2006)0228 adottata fit-18 ta’ Mejju 2006;
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation on the conclusion of the Agreement in the form of 
an exchange of letters extending the Protocol setting out, for the period 1 June 2005 and 31 May 2006, the fishing opportunities and the 
financial contribution provided for the Agreement between the 
European Economic Community and the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe on fishing off the coast of Sao Tome and Principe (COM(2005)0630 – C6-0045/2006 –2005/0249(CNS) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0194 adottata fis-16 ta’ Mejju 2006;
 European Parliament resolution on Natural Disasters (fires, droughts and floods) environmental aspects (2005/2192(INI) - P6_TA - PROV(2006)0224 adottata fit-18 ta’ Mejju 2006;
 European Parliament resolution on the Annual Report on Human 
Rights in the World 2005 and the EU’s policy on the matter (2005/2203(INI) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0220 adottata fit-18 ta’ Mejju 2006;
European Parliament resolution on public finances in the economic and monetary union (EMU) (2005/2166(INI)) - P6_TA – PROV (2006)0214 adottata fis-17 ta’ Mejju 2006; u
European Parliament resolution on a strategy for the simplification of the regulatory environment (2006/2006(INI)) - P6_TA - PROV(2006)0205 adottata fis-16 ta’ Mejju 2006.
Issa se ngħaddu għall-item prinċipali ta’ din is-seduta li hija l-laqgħa tagħna ma’ delegazzjoni mill-Grand Committee tal-Parlament tal-Finlandja li, kif nafu,  bħalissa għandha l-Presidenza ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea.
LAQGĦA MA’ DELEGAZZJONI MILL-GRAND COMMITTEE TAL-PARLAMENT TAL-FINLANDJA, LI PREŻENTEMENT GĦANDHA L-PRESIDENZA TA’ L-UNJONI EWROPEA, MAGĦMULA MINN JARI VILEN, CHAIRMAN, U JOHANNES KOSKINEN, MEMBRU, DWAR L-IMMIGRAZZJONI RREGOLARI F’MALTA U DWAR L-UNJONI EWROPEA
THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr Jari Vilen, colleague and friend, welcome and it is so good to see you again after our successful visit to Finland a few weeks ago.  I can assure you that we were very much impressed with the intensity of the debate we had with you.  Moreover, we very much appreciate the fact that you immediately accepted our offer to come over and speak to us about the problem we are facing as regards illegal migration.  As they say, a friend in need is a friend indeed.  It is really a big pleasure to be able to host you officially for the first time in Malta.

As a matter of formality and for the record I will now introduce the members of this Committee.  On my right there are the Hon. Dr Michael Asciak, member from the Government side and who is also the Chairman of the Bioethics Committee and the Hon Joseph Falzon also from the Government side.  On my left there are the Hon Jose’ Herrera, whom you met in Finland and who is the official spokesman of the Opposition for maritime affairs and financial services, the Hon George Vella, shadow minister for European affairs and former minister for foreign affairs and the environment, the Hon Evarist Bartolo, shadow minister for tourism and culture and former minister for education between 1996 and 1998.
So, without any further ado I would give you the floor.  

JARI VILEN (Chairman tal-Grand Committee tal-Parlament Finlandiż) :  Hon. colleagues, it is a pleasure and an honour for us to come and to address your Committee right after the discussions we had in Finland.

Finland, both as a common presidency country and now that it holds the Presidency of the European Union, is always interested to hear the concerns and demands from our colleagues, especially from another small member state of the European Union, because we do sincerely feel that the European Union should pay attention to all member states.  We will be studying very carefully the items that you addressed in the meeting we had in Finland.  We have also been in contact with members of our government to inform them about the discussions that we were planning to have here and to try to find out the government position.
I have to say that the timing of our mission could not have been better as today there is a meeting in Rabat, Morocco, of the ministers of foreign affairs specifically about the issue of the challenges of illegal migration for the European Union.   On 17th of July, the General Affairs and External Relations Council will meet where the ministers of foreign affairs will discuss a number of the items with one item being illegal migration in the European Union.  I am sure that your minister of foreign affairs will be one of the first speakers on this issue.   I have been assured by our minister of the interior and justice that at the meeting of ministers of interior and justice, which will be held on 24th of July, they will also address this specific issue.  Therefore, I think that your concerns will be addressed at different levels in the work programme of the Presidency of Finland and now we have to see what position member states will take especially with regard to solidarity with member states affected by this problem.  
I have in front of me a very concrete proposal by our minister of foreign affairs which is under discussion at the Rabat Meeting concerning the global approach to migration. I do believe that this will be the basis for discussions at other meetings.   I wish to inform you that at our Grand Committee meeting with our minister of foreign affairs, which will be held on the 20th of July, one of the items for discussion will be about your concerns on this problem.   I wish to say that the Finnish Parliament will be putting pressure on our government to maintain its position on this matter.  
Our mission here is to hear from your side concrete proposals and suggestions about this issue.  You may also suggest what are the roots and causes of this problem and to suggest solutions.  
I think that we have so far focused on the Canary Islands and pressure from that side has eased as we have been able to tame some of the problems there.  We have also sent missions to countries in West Africa to interview people and to assess the situation.  The situation in the East of Africa is one of the major challenges that have not been addressed and therefore we will be very interested to hear from you about the issue.  
At this stage I would like to introduce my colleague Mr Johannes Koskinen who belongs to the Social Democratic Party which is presently in the government.  Mr Koskinen is a prominent member in our Committee and I requested him to come here with me because he had served for six and a half years as minister of justice before the cabinet reshuffle.   Therefore he is very well informed about European Union policies and before coming here he called the minister to inform him about the purpose of our visit to Malta.      

My name is Jari Vilen and I come from the party in opposition and presently I am serving also as shadow minister for European affairs in the Finnish Parliament.    Thank you Mr Chairman.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  As regards the present situation I am going to be frank and say that we are facing a crisis.  The number of illegal immigrants arriving in Malta is mind boggling and has become an everyday occurrence during the past few weeks.  Last week we had a boat load of 266 migrants and we would like to emphasise that an immigrant that arrives in Malta is equivalent to 115 that land in Italy (Sicily) or to 150 that land in Germany.  The number of immigrants that have landed in Malta in the past six months would be equivalent to about 197,000 persons arriving in Germany or to 150,000 persons landing in Spain. That is to give you an idea of the numbers that are arriving in Malta because when one hears of 100 or 200 or 300 persons landing in Malta some may say that it is a small number but when one keeps in mind our population density then it becomes an unimaginable situation.

As I said on other occasions, I would insist that the European Union should show practical solidarity and not only solidarity by word of mouth.  We have heard a lot of nice things about solidarity from several people, for example, about the fact that Frontex has not yet started operations, in fact, last week Commissioner Frattini had said that he was not in a position to indicate a date when sea patrols will start in the centre of the Mediterranean.   As the Minister of Foreign Affairs rightly said it is wrong to imply that since it is a small country then it is a small problem.  That is a very unjust mentality and such a mentality is definitely present in some European quarters.
As regards solutions, I think that there are two kinds of solutions, that is, that for the short term and the other for the long term.  The long term solution is definitely to try to bridge the gap between the European continent and the developing and the least developed countries, especially the countries of origin in Eastern Africa, like Somalia, Eritrea and Sudan and so on.  I think that the magnet that is drawing these illegal immigrants to Europe is the wide gap between our standard of living and their standard of living.  

The effective short term solution is burden sharing as this is not only Malta’s problem but it is Europe’s problem.
Our Minister of Foreign Affairs has mentioned several times the need to start making use of Article 13 of the Cotonou Agreement which provides for the repatriation of illegal immigrants to their countries of origin.  
Another thing that we need is more funds.  The €2 million that Frontex has promised for Malta and Spain is, with all respect, next to nothing.  Last week Bob Geldof was in Malta and, in my opinion, he put it very bluntly when he said that those €2 million are equivalent of the cost of fuel a modern destroyer uses in a few hours.  That may be too graphic but it shows the very small amount of practical aid that we have been promised by the European Union.  

In a nutshell those are the points that I wanted to explain and now I would like to hear what my colleagues have to say.  The Hon George Vella.

ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  Mr Chairman, obviously when one speaks on this subject it will definitely lead to repetition because we have been through this over and over again.   Some months ago Commissioner Franco Frattini addressed this Committee when he gave us his views on the projects that he had in mind and then it sounded so nice and so easy to implement.  However, as my colleague just pointed out, several months passed and not much has happened.  

In my opinion there are two problems which we have to deal with.  First of all there is the perception of the European Union itself and secondly we have to deal with the facts on the ground.  Now as far as European Union perception is concerned I think that we are suffering from the fact that certain member states are thinking about migration and not about illegal migration.  We know that legal migration has been looked at from a positive aspect because migration from third countries is seen as a sort of solution to the demographic problems of certain European countries.  The European counties with a negative population growth are looking positively at controlled migration because in the future these workers will be paying social security contributions to make up for the pensions of the older generation.  
When we look at the illegal aspect of migration then it is different because we, like Spain, Cyprus and Italy are on the receiving end since we are on the border. I would not waste much time about that as I am sure that my colleagues already had the opportunity to inform you about what the situation is and maybe you have already read the report presented to the European Parliament by a visiting delegation of MEPs who explained exactly what the situation is.  
In a nutshell the situation is this.  We want to give the best to these poor people who are escaping from poverty, racism, conflicts and the like, but at the same time we do not have the resources.  What we are saying is this:  Look, if you want us to give these people what we should give them by right as human beings you have got to help us.   Besides, these people are not coming with Malta as their final destination but they are coming over here with the hope of entering Europe.  As things stand we simply cannot cope with the numbers and we are not in a position to give them what we would like to give them.  This is the big conflict that we have.  We would like to give them a better treatment but we cannot do that and that is why we are saying to the European Union:  Look, you have got to help us because this is a problem that we have to face together.  
In my opinion, another aspect of the problem is the question of control.  My colleague mentioned Frontex.  Now Frontex is in line with one would like to do in the sense that one would be patrolling the Mediterranean to try to control the number of illegal immigrants and also to hopefully expose international criminal organisations that are behind the transfer of these people from North African shores to Malta.   We believe that small numbers could be leaving on their own on small boats and make the crossing on their own, but most probably - and I think that this is also what the government believes - there are criminal organisations behind the transfer of these people by carrying them on big ships and then shifting them on small boats to cross the last few kilometres.   My colleague, the Onor Gavin Gulia, the shadow minister on justice and home affairs, has put it very correctly in the sense that measures cannot be effective unless you have an agreement or at least, a tacit agreement or whatever, with the country from where these people are coming, in this case, Libya.   We learned from Commissioner Joe Borg, who was addressing this Committee a few weeks ago, that Libya is not responding when the European Union is trying to induce it into an agreement which would also help Libya itself.   When we visited Libya as members of this Committee, we were informed by the Prim Minister himself about the big problem that Libya has with illegal migration is the almost impossible task that they have to patrol the thousands of kilometres of borders they have with sub-Sahara countries, like Sudan and the like.  While knowing that many of these people are leaving from Libyan shores, the European Union is finding it difficult to come to an agreement with Libya on some sort of repatriation agreement.  Although we are much in favour of the launch of Frontex and that something is being done about patrolling the Mediterranean Sea between North Africa and Malta, still there is this question of not having a repatriation agreement with Libya which is making things more difficult.  In my opinion we should not say that we cannot launch Frontex because Libya is not cooperating as that would be the worst thing to do.  In my opinion, the European Union - hopefully the Finnish Presidency will contribute on this - should tackle the problem in the present circumstances and it should not put it on the shelf until we get through with Libya.  We know how difficult it is to make contact with Libya and so we cannot wait as these people keep on coming especially during the summer because of the favourable weather conditions.   We simply cannot shoulder this responsibility.  

You mentioned the Morocco Meeting. I know that our Foreign Affairs Minister Michael Frendo is participating at this meeting and we agree completely with him in the sense that there should be the involvement of East African countries, like Ethiopia and Sudan, from where most of our refugees come from.  I think our Minister should put his foot down and say:  Look, we will not proceed unless we have an agreement with all these countries.  

My last comment is this: please do not say that we cannot do anything because we do not have an agreement with North African countries from where these people are coming.  We have to assess the situation and to take it up from there and to work together to try to solve this problem both in our own interest and in the interest of these people who, as I said in the beginning, deserve better but we cannot afford to give them what they deserve. 

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  Hon Michael Asciak.

ONOR. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  I fully agree with both of my colleagues who have spoken before me.  Of course, it would be an ideal solution if we could manage to have patrols by Frontex in collaboration with Libya.  However, we have to assume that this would not happen because of the circumstances mentioned by the Hon George Vella.  In the meantime, if these patrols do not materialise we will remain with the problem.  As mentioned by the Hon Azzopardi, the number of people who are arriving in our country may lead to destabilising our social structure.   For your information, our Minister of Justice and Internal Affairs has informed me that in the past two or three years we have repatriated about 6,000 people, which is a very high number.  

The rest of the people who apply for refugee status have their applications considered on their own merits by our Office of the Commissioner for Refugees.  Normally, people coming from certain problematic parts of Africa, such as, Ivory Coast, Eritrea, Somalia and Sudan, are granted refugee status.
I would suggest that perhaps Finland can help us both as the country holding the Presidency of the EU and even as a member state by taking over some of these refugees.  Once refugee status is given, many of them would need to move on to other countries and in fact certain countries, such as, the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Germany and the Netherlands have taken over some refugees.   Finland may help by taking over some of these refugees and possibly by providing logistic support to help us cope with providing care for these refugees.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Onor. Jose’ Herrera.

ONOR. JOSE’ HERRERA:  We have realised that illegal immigration has become an issue in Malta and government and opposition agree on how to approach this issue.  In Malta we tend to be a bit confrontational in the way we do politics and it is rather unusual for an issue to be treated in this manner by both political parties.  However, this also indicates how serious and preoccupying this problem is to all our parliamentarians.  
Another point which has already been highlighted by my colleagues and which you should be aware of is that this problem is creating certain tensions in Malta in the sense that it is giving rise to certain quasi political movements of the far right which are stirring up racism.  The truth is that these extreme far right parties have appeared on the scene for the first time in decades and are gathering a lot of support.  If this issue is not controlled these quasi political movements will end up being frontline political movements and they could really rock the boat.  This is very worrying.  Then, to counter this we have journalists and opinion makers who tend to take a radical position on the opposite side.  I think that the government and even the opposition are being very rational in this respect, however, this does not mean that the problem is not there or that we should open our borders to anyone who wishes to enter our territory.  The thing is that if you try to take a certain stand you may be labelled as a racist and that happens even to us parliamentarians when we take a stand in parliament.  The truth is that this issue is growing.    
Another worrying point I wish to make is about the search and rescue region (SAR) which has come into force a few weeks ago.  From a strictly juridical perspective if you analyse the legal implications of the SAR you would tend to say that there is nothing to worry about since at the end of the day you are being given a very big chunk of territory to police, that is, about 270,000 square kilometres.   The treaty also says that basically you are bound to give first aid to persons passing through this area and you are bound to take part in providing security but you are not bound to take to your country all the people found in this area.  If you see the area you will realise that basically all crossings from North Africa to Europe will have to pass through our territory because it is massive.  The question is: what would happen once the authorities of the nearest port of call will not cooperate with Malta?  What do we do then?  So, at the end of the day, there is reasonable concern that we can end up having to bear a bigger burden even though this should not be the case from a strictly legal point of view.   This is very worrying and later on the Hon George Vella will explain the technical details of it.  

Another point which I wanted to make and which the Hon George Vella and my colleague Hon Gavin Gulia, Opposition Spokesperson for Internal Affairs, had mentioned is that it is useless to have treaties and agencies without having the cooperation of Libya.  This is because 98% of all immigrants come from Libya.  What can we do about this?  Italy has a treaty with Libya and we have been almost begging both the European Union and individual member states to help us put pressure on Libya to come to some form of an agreement with us.  Malta, a small country, is honouring its international obligations and it is being politically correct.  We have entered into a bilateral treaty with Italy in the sense that if immigrants leave Malta and end up in Italy then we have to take them back and this has been done on a number of occasions.  We have entered into this agreement even though its repercussions on Malta are far greater than would be on Libya which is a country of about 2.4 million square kilometres.  We need the same kind of arrangement with Libya but so far we have not succeeded even though we have put pressure both at government level and at parliamentary level.  Even our Members of the European Parliament have done their part in this respect.  We are part of the European Union and so we need the lobby of the European Union as a whole on this issue.  I think that the European Union, an association of states with a population of almost half a billion and which is, after the United States of America, the strongest economy in the world, has enough muscle to put pressure on Libya to come to some kind of an agreement with us.  We need this agreement.  What can happen if nothing is done on this issue?  It has already been hinted that in extremis Malta can even consider taking unilateral action.
THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you so much.  Hon. George Vella.

ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  About the search and rescue area I would like to clarify that this has not developed now but has been there for ages.   The search and rescue area covers, I would say, 50% of the Eastern Mediterranean going as far as Crete.  This is a huge area which has been there for years and we never objected to it.  I would say that we were positively aware that we should protect it because it has to do with over-flying rights which renders income to the country.  The point is that when the issue of illegal immigration started we stuck to the idea that the search and rescue area puts responsibilities on Malta to be kept informed of what happens in all this area and to cooperate with neighbouring countries and with countries in the vicinity of where people are in distress.  That has worked.  However, recently there was a push to bring an amendment to the Safety Of Lives At Seas (SOLAS) Convention whereby Malta would have been responsible not only to cooperate in locating and in working with the countries who are near to boat people in distress, but Malta would also have been expected to repatriate to Malta anybody found in that area.  That would have meant that even if these boat people are found 20 miles away from Crete they have to be brought back to Malta.  The Minister of Justice and Home Affairs has, in my opinion, rightly objected to ratifying this settlement and he is correctly sticking to the interpretation of being responsible for cooperating with the nearest country to where boat people are found.   We have always assumed that if there is a boat with people in distress, say, in the vicinity of Crete they have to be taken over by Crete.  If he had agreed to sign this amendment it would have meant that even if boat people are only a few kilometres away from Pantelleria or from Scicily they would have had to be brought back to Malta.   So this is how things stand.  
At the moment we are standing by ourselves.  (Interruptions)  Yes other countries agreed to this amendment but we are not going to accept to bring to our shores everyone who is found in distress in this whole area.  That is absolutely impossible!  Yes, this is worrying.  The point I wished to make was that the search and rescue area (SAR) is not something recent but has been there for many years.
THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that we have just scratched the surface.  It is true that this is worrying us because as Maltese we pride ourselves in being a friendly, altruistic and hospitable people.  However, this crisis is putting all this to a severe test and as the Hon. Jose’ Herrera mentioned certain sentiments expressed in the local media by certain people contrast a lot with what is known to be the traditional Maltese character.  The fact that these right wing movements are growing is worrying us and as the Hon. Michael Asciak said all this is affecting the structure of Maltese society.

ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  We should not be ashamed to mention what happened recently, that is, that a number of cars were burned and that these cars belonged to people who spoke in favour of being lenient with these people because this is a humanitarian issue and therefore we have to treat it as such.  Eight cars were torched in one night and even the Jesuits were targeted.  This is like the Ku Klux Klan used to do and that is very worrying because we have never experienced anything like it before.  

JARI VILEN:  First of all let me say that in all the dark moments you also find the positive aspects and I think that one of the positive aspects is that the two large parties of your country have found consensus on this issue.  In Finland we always value consensus building in such matters.  I think that the Finnish Presidency is treating this as one of those consensus issues and the fact that we are present here is a clear demonstration that we are working together.    

I think that your voice has been heard very clearly in Finland maybe not that much in the media yet and we will do our best to inform the media about this.  I have made a very rough calculation and according to the information we received, if 3,000 people will come to Malta during this year, in Finnish terms that would represent about 35,000 people.  I think that if we give these facts and figures to the citizens of Finland they would realise how serious the challenge is to your society.  
ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  Recently we had 300 boat people and it was clear that they were coming from Egypt and Morocco and with the cooperation of the governments concerned it was easy for our Government to send them back.
JARI VILEN:  I think that it is clear how grave the situation is and that it is influencing every aspect of your life.   I think that my colleague Mr Koskinen would like to speak about this issue.  Besides, he was on the phone with our Minister and therefore he might tell you the latest news from the Rabat Meeting.
JOHANNES KOSKINEN (Membru tal-Grand Committee tal-Parlament tal-Finlandja):  Thank you.  I was actually speaking with the State Secretary of the Ministry of Interior, who is attending the Rabat Conference, and it seams that the document they are preparing is taking into account the issue of illegal immigration from East Africa to Malta and they are proposing to have some kind of programme like the one that already started with regard to illegal immigration from West Africa.  I am sure that during this month’s Council of Ministers Meeting in Brussels there will be more progress in this direction.  I understand that this problem of Malta and of other countries in the Mediterranean region is now gaining wide support and that something has to be done soon in its regard.  

Frontex has started quite well compared to many other EU institutions but they have the problem of how to cope with new tasks.  However, I think it should be quite easy to expand the same system used in the case of the Canary Islands to this part of the Mediterranean Sea.  The Council of Ministers will discuss this concrete step and I think that it will be ready to act once they get the required money and in this respect our Presidency could help Commissioner Frattini.
I am interested in the number of immigrants that come to Malta through Libya and about their countries of origin.   Do you have a breakdown by country from where these illegal immigrants come from?  
ONOR. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  Some come from West Africa, that is, from places like the Ivory Coast and Senegal, but the majority come from East Africa mainly from Eritrea, Somalia and Sudan.  I know this because there is a centre that caters for these people next to where I live and as a general practitioner I treat some of them.   I was speaking to one of the refugees who works in a grocer next to my house and who had been studying to become a doctor but the situation in Eritrea is such that the state closed the universities and drafted those who were studying medicine in the army.   I felt sorry for this young man particularly because he was in his final phase of his medical studies but the reality was such that he had no option but to leave.  Yesterday I was watching the news and they were saying that in Somalia the situation is so precarious that they do not even have a government.  
Another reality is that these people get rid of their passport and papers and so it becomes difficult to find out where they came from.  In fact, this has to be established through a process of interrogation.  For example, if a refugee says that he travelled from place A to place B by train and then it transpires that no trains operate on that route then it becomes obvious that the person is not saying the truth.   
ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  I have to go back again to the time we were in Libya because there we were informed that immigrants coming from Africa mix easily with the Libyans because of their dark complexion.  Therefore, a large number of the migrants who are coming over to Malta from Libya do so after they have spent a number of years working in Libya but then decide to cross over to Europe for economic reasons.   Apart from the refugees who are running away from persecution, there are also the economic migrants who, after having spent some years working in Libya, decide to go one step further by crossing over to Europe to improve their economic situation.  This is where Libya comes in.  I have been told that in Libya they have no control over these people who are leaving their shores and this, together with the fact that they often destroy their documents, are making the situation really complicated.
JARI VILEN:  You are right that we have to be very careful to distinguish between those who are refugees and those who are economic migrants.  That is the challenge.   We need to have legal immigration for Europe as it is clear that the population is aging rapidly.   However, that should be done through legal immigration based on a decision of the European Union.  
The information that we have just received is that the conclusions of the Rabat Meeting have been drawn up in the sense that the East African countries will be included in the declaration.  Hopefully by tomorrow we will have more detailed information concerning that and I think that this is a very concrete step that demonstrates that the European Union is working in a coherent manner and that it is taking your concerns into account.     

 We have a very high esteem of the Office of Frontex because it is led by a Finnish brigadier general.   Actually both of us visited him about a month ago and he briefed us about their activities and I am confident that they are capable of doing the job as long as they have the finance and the mandate to do that.   I think that we should urge the Presidency and the Finnish Government to study if Frontex is the right organisation to do this job or if it should be done by another organisation.   
I do not know if you are aware that the Finnish Government was one of the first willing to send some experts to the Canary Islands and that we even offered one of our two aeroplanes to Spain to patrol the Canary Islands. I think that this demonstrates that our government is willing to participate in the common actions as part of the solidarity pact and I am sure that we will also participate if similar action will be taken concerning Malta.     
ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  If they come across illegal migrants in the middle of the sea, they will pick them up but then what do they do with them?  They cannot repatriate them to Libya because Libya is not playing ball.  This is the big question!
JARI VILEN:   As the Chairman said we are short from solutions but I think that we agree that we must have a deterrent to demonstrate that there is the possibility that they will repatriated.  There has to be a system in place to control this area like the one that is now functioning in the Canary Islands.  But this is a short term solution and so initiatives have to be taken for a long term solution.  We must turn our attention to Africa and the fact that we will have a special ministerial conference in Tripoli, Libya, is something that I would personally support.  The fact that we will have the meeting in Libya may give Libya the chance to take into account its responsibility in this issue.  
We fully understand that Italy is in a position to make a deal with Libya because it has more resources and so they can provide a better package.  On the other hand I understand that in this respect it is a bit more challenging for your country to deal with Libya.  It is therefore clearer that in your case there should be a European Union approach and from what I have understood the Libyan Administration is actively looking forward to normalise its relations with the European Union.   Presently the European Union and Libya are discussing the case concerning the Bulgarian nurses and the Palestinian doctor.  I think that the European Union should include this issue on which the EU and Libya must find common ground and I do hope that your minister will be actively putting forward this proposal at the Council Meeting.  
We need to have a short term programme and Frontex might be one of the tools that we may use especially since it is proving to be an efficient one in the Canary Islands.  However, we need to have a long term solution and that requires long term policy planning.  
Mr Chairman, I can say that now we are well informed and that our ambassador will be coming over to Malta from Rome the day after tomorrow to be briefed by you on this and other matters.   We will now take this message to parliament, to the government and to the Finnish EU Presidency.   I will also be meeting our Minister of Foreign Affairs prior to Council meetings.  I think that even my colleague, Mr Koskinen, will be discussing this with the Minister for Home Affairs who is a member from his party.  I think that one has to agree that there is a crisis and that it has to be tackled before it escalates in such a way that it will profoundly affect your society.  We are willing to participate in dealing with this problem and I am confident that other member states will share our opinion in this regard.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much for your understanding and for your expression of solidarity.  I would suggest that we continue this discussion over dinner in a few minutes time.  This week will be a Finnish week for our Committee because today we have this parliamentary delegation from the Parliament of Finland and on Wednesday we will have the ambassador of Finland.   Mr Vilen and Mr Koskinen, thank you very much. 
Fit-8.20 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għall-Erbgħa 12 ta’ Lulju 2006 bi preżentazzjoni mill-Ambaxxatur tal-Finlandja għal Malta.
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