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Talba

MINUTI

IL-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru. 086 li saret nhar it-Tnejn, 10 ta’ Lulju 2006, kienu konfermati.

PREŻENTAZZJONI TA’ KARTI

THE CHAIRMAN (Onor Jason Azzopardi):   Qiegħed nippreżenta lil dan il-Kumitat disa’ riżoluzzjonijiet u mozzjoni adottati mill-Parlament Ewropew għall-attenzjoni tal-membri ta’ dan il-Kumitat:
 European Parliament resolution on the situation of prisoners at Guantanamo - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0245 adottata fit-13 ta’ Ġunju 2006;
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the Community, of the protocol on Soil Protection, the Protocol on energy and the protocol on Tourism to the Alpine Convention (COM(2006)0080 – C6-0099/2006-2006/0026(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2006)0250 adottata fit-13 ta’ Ġunju 2006;
 European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the European  Community, of the Protocol on Mountain Farming attached to the Alpine Convention (COM(2006)0170-c6-0144/2006-2006/0059(CNS) (Consultation procedure) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0249 adottata fit-13 ta’ Ġunju 2006;
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of the 
Agreement between the European community and Bosnia and Herzegovina on certain aspects of air services (COM(2005)0351-C6-0139/2006-2005/0140(CNS)) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0248 adottata fit-13 ta’ Ġunju 2006;
European Parliament resolution on the deliberations of the Committee on Petitions during the parliamentary year March 2004 – December 2005 (2005/2135(INI) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0255 adottata fit-13 ta’ Ġunju 2006;
European Parliament resolution on the consequences of the judgment of the Court of 13 September 2005 (C-176/03 Commission v Council) (2006/2007(INI) - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0260 adottata fl-14 ta’ Ġunju 2006;
European Parliament resolution on the next steps for the period of reflection and analysis on the Future of Europe - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0263 adottata fl-14 ta’ Ġunju 2006;
European Parliament resolution on the EU-Russia Summit held in Sochi on 25 May 2006 - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0270 adottata fil-15 ta’ Ġunju 2006;
European Parliament resolution on small arms and light weapons, with a view to the 2006 Review Conference on the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects, and towards the establishment of an International Arms Trade Treaty - P6_TA-PROV(2006)0274 adottata fil-15 ta’ Ġunju 2006; u
 Motion for a European Parliament Resolution on the deliberations of the Committee on Petitions during the parliamentary year March 2004 – December 2005 (2005/2135(INI) - Final A6-078/2006.

Qabel ma nkompli nixtieq ninforma lill-Kumitat li saret talba mingħand NET Television sabiex jiffilmjaw il-parti tal-bidu ta’ din il-laqgħa kif isir is-soltu.  Xtaqt nistaqsi jekk hawnx xi rimarki.  L-Onor. Joe Mizzi.
ONOR. JOE MIZZI:  Mr Chairman, fil-fatt intbagħtet e-mail min-naħa ta’ l-Uffiċċju ta’ l-iSpeaker liż-żewġ whips biex jaraw jekk hemmx rimarki min-naħa taż-żewġ whips.  Fil-fatt, hawn nixtieq niġbed l-attenzjoni li n-naħa tal-Gvern kienet oġġezzjonat dwar l-aħħar talba li kien hemm minn Super One biex jiġi ffilmjat kumment min-naħa ta’ l-Oppożizzjoni fil-precincts tal-Parlament.  Ma nafx x’kienet ir-raġuni għal dan peress li aħna kellna l-prassi li għalkemm niġu nformati ma noġġezzjonawx għax nemmnu fit-trasparenza u li allura dak li jsir fil-Parlament għandu jiġi trasmess.  Jien ma rajthiex f’lokha li llum, fis-5.45 p.m. niġi nformat b’e-mail dwar din it-talba pero’ min-naħa tiegħi m’iniex qed noġġezzjona għal din it-talba għax l-Oppożizzjoni temmen fit-trasparenza u temmen li anke l-kumitati għandhom jiġu tramessi fuq il-mezzi tax-xandir.  Dwar dan suppost li jrid ikun hemm ukoll ir-risposta min-naħa tal-Gvern pero’ jien qed nerġa’ ngħid li mhux se noġġezzjona pero’ mhux se nerfa’ r-responsabilita’ għan-naħa tal-Gvern.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  Jien qed nieħu nota ta’ dan li għadek kif għedt u se nikkomunikah lill-whip tan-naħa tal-gvern, li sfortunatament m’huwiex membru ta’ dan il-Kumitat, u fl-istess waqt nirringrazzjak talli ġentilment ġejt għal din il-laqgħa bħala sostitut minħabba l-fatt li l-membri ta’ l-Oppożizzjoni fuq dan il-Kumitat huma mpenjati band’oħra.   
ONOR. JOE MIZZI:  F’dak ir-rigward nixitieq ngħid li membru ma jiflaħx u l-ieħor qiegħed imsiefer.
THE CHAIRMAN:  Xtaqt nieħu din l-okkażjoni biex nirringrazzja lill-Onor. Joe Mizzi għall-fatt li m’huwiex qed joġġezzjona u sakemm m’hawnx iktar kummenti naħseb li nistgħu nagħtu l-go ahead biex ikun jista’ jsir il-filming.   Jien ma stajtx naqbad lill-Onor Mario Galea, whip tan-naħa tal-Gvern, u sirt naf b’din il-ħaġa ftit tal-minuti ilu.  Għal draba oħra we will make sure li ħaġa bħal din tiġi cleared fil-House Business Committee jew fejn normalment jiġu deċiżi affarijiet bħal dawn.
ONOR. JOE MIZZI:  Nixtieq niġbed l-attenzjoni li f’xi ħin se jkolli noħroġ mil-laqgħa biex nagħmel mistoqsijiet fil-Kamra li huma tiegħi personalment pero’ mbagħad nerġa’ niġi lura.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  Mela l-permess ingħata u allura tan-NET Television jistgħu jidħlu.  
LAQGĦA MA’ L-AMBAXXATUR TAL-FINLANDJA, L-E.T. PAULI MAKELA, DWAR IL-PRIJORITAJIET TAL-PROGRAMM TA’ XOGĦOL LI L-PRESIDENZA FINLANDIŻA GĦANDHA GĦALL-UNJONI EWROPEA GĦALL-PERJODU MINN LULJU SA DIĊEMBRU 2006
THE CHAIRMAN:  Nagħtu bidu għal-laqgħa tagħna ma’ l-Eċċellenza Tiegħu l-Ambaxxatur tal-Finlandja Pauli Makela fuq il-prijoritajiet tal-programm ta’ xogħol li l-Presidenza Finlandiża għandha għall-Unjoni Ewropea.  
Your Excellency, it is my great pleasure and privilege to welcome you on behalf of myself and of the Committee.  This is the first time that the Committee is meeting with the Finnish Ambassador accredited to Malta and this meeting assumes greater significance due to the fact that your country has just assumed the Presidency of the European Union at a very important juncture as regards the external relations of the European Union and the debate about the legittimacy of the European Union.  
I was reading the speech of your Prime Minsiter at the plenary of the European Parliament on the 5 July where he stated clearly that the Finnish Presidency has listed, among other priorities, better regulation, legittimacy and justice and home affairs, which is a very important issue to us.  I would like to emphasise that there is consensus in our Parliament as regards the policy on illegal migration.  

Now I would like to introduce the Members of the Committee, the Hon. Clyde Puli, who is also the Chairman of the Social Affairs Committee, the Hon. Leo Brincat, former Minister of Finance presently shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs and Information Technology, and the Hon. Joe Mizzi, who is Opposition Whip and former Minister.  There are other members of this committee but unfortunately they are either abroad or engaged on other parliamentary business.  The floor is yours.  
L-E.T. PAULI MAKELA (Ambaxxatur tal-Finlandja għal Malta):  Mr Chairman, this is my first appearance before this Committee and this is my second visit to Malta as ambassador  for Finland.  I started my duties on the 15th June when I presented my credentials to your President and I have had a few appointments so far.  I appreciated this opportunity to address the Parliamentary Committee on Foreign and European Affairs of Malta.  I have to admit that recently I was not very much involved with European Affiars as I was Consul General of Finland in Hong Kong for the past four years.  So, in practical terms I was far away from the European realities however this is not a justification in case I may not be able to answer all your questions but I will do my best as I used to work on European Affairs for quite some time.    
The objectives of Finland’s EU Presidency are many, however, I will try to be brief  so that there will be adequate time for questions and answers where I will try to be as informative as possible.  
This is a very big task for a small country like Finland and this is the second time Finland is assuming this responsibility.  We are taking this very seriously and we have been preparing for it for years.   This is a big job for a relatively small administration but we will try to do it  even if this means that this year we have to forget about our holidays which we usually take during the summer period.  
During our Presidency there will be about 3,000 council meetings and working group meetings, of which around 130 meetings will be held in Finland.  There will be meetings at different levels and one of the largest would be the summit between the European Union and Asian countries which will be attended by 40 heads of state and will take place on the 10th and 11th September.  
During the Finnish Presidency we want to address some of the important and pressing problems of the European Union.  One of the primary issues is the Union’s diminished legittimacy in the eyes of the European citizens.  In Finland’s view, the best way to tackle this is to make the Union’s legislative work an effective one and the managmement of the Union’s other business an efficient one.  Six months is a relatively short period of time and we certainly will not change all that during our Presidency, but it should be part of a process.  In running the Presidency one cannot look only at six months but has to consider the element of continuity in the sense that we have to continue the work of the previous presidencies, especially the Austrian Presidency which in our view was an excellent one, and we also have to prepare for the German Presidency which will follow ours.  There must be continuity in running the business of the European Union but then there is also an agenda of our own.   It is easy to say that small ones can speak at will at EU level but how can they change the route of a big boat like EU?  I think that there is a role for small member countries – here one may have to qualify the term ‘small’ -  and we must do our best that the course taken by the EU is not chartered only by the big countries.  
Finland will focus on transparency and effectiveness in the way the European Union functions.   In our view greater transparency will be achieved by opening up the sessions of the Council, something which has already started.  The meetings of ECOFIN have already been partly broadcast via internet, that is, except for certain political discussions.   
Another objective of Finland’s Presidency is to improve the quality of the Union’s legislative work by paying more attention to the effects of legislation and by improving its clarity.  As parliamentarians you know how difficult this may be, however, we intend to take up this issue during our presidency.
The four priority areas of the Finnish Presidency are the future of the EU, competitiveness, external relations and justice and home affairs.  
The future of the EU encompasses the fate of the constitutional treaty and enlargement. The constitutional reform of the EU, as we all know, is in an unfortunate situation.  We noticed that Malta has ratified it unanimously.  In Finland everything is ready for our parliament to ratify it during this autumn and so Finland will be the sixteenth member state to have ratified the constitutional treaty.  The Finnish Presidency will bring the period of reflection on the constitutional treaty to a close and it will start active discussions with member states and EU institutions on the future of this treaty.  At the same time improvements will be made to the way the European Union functions in accordance with the existing treaties.  I am not an expert on the future of the EU and I would leave it up to you to pose questions or make your remarks in this regard.  
Enlargement will also be discussed in December with a view to reaching a new consensus.   The main isues with regard to individual countries are the timetable for the accession of Bulgaria and Rumania, membership negotiations with Turkey and Croatia and assessing  the overall situation in the western Balkans for further enlargement.  
The next item on the priority list of our Presidency is competitiveness and that is very dear to Finland.  Particular attention will be given to innovation, research, development and energy policies.  The Presidency of Finland intends to focus on initiatives that will promote the effective use of innovation.    Finland had big problems in the early 1990s but since then it has made a lot of investment in the field of innovation, research and development.   
With regard to energy policy the Finnish Presidency is particularly keen to discuss how external relations can assist in achieving common energy objectives.  Here, Russia immediately comes to mind in view of what happened last winter between Europe and Russia.  Finland, as a member state, has been dealing with Russia for quite a long time about future energy sources, however, we too want to see more regulated relations between Russia and the EU on this issue and on other related issues.  In this context, I might mention that today Russia is more open and ready to discuss issues however we need to do this within an EU forum.  You may already know that Russian President Vladimir Putin will be participating at the informal Summit Meeting to be held in middle of October in Lahti, which is a small city in the southern part of Finland.  He will not participate at the EU Summit as such but he will be invited to the dinner which will be an occasion to exchange opinions on different issues, including energy supplies.  That is one of our initiatives and President Putin accepted the invitation.  Energy will also be discussed this week at the G8 Summit in St. Petersbourg.    
Today, during my flight to Malta, I read a very interesting article about energy and Russia.  Presently, one quarter of the natural gas required by the EU is bought from Russia and this article estimates that by 2025, 90% of the energy requirements of European countries would be bought from Russia.  The Russians have huge gas resources in the north of Siberia.  Also, in the waters of the north of Norway and Finland, there are huge gas resources which have not yet been tapped but which will be connected by pipelines to feed the European market.   So that was about the connection between external relations and the supply of energy  to Europe.  
The aim of external relations is to strengthen the EU’s international role and to reinforce consistency of its actions.  Particular emphasis will be placed on the relations with Russia, however, transatlantic relations, the Mediterranean region and Asia are also on the list of priorities.  
In the northern part of the EU we speak of the Northern Dimension, which is not exactly  northern in its composition.  This Northern Dimension includes Russia and there are many issues which have to be discussed and agreed upon with our big eastern neighbour, such as, the environment, transport and democracy.  
In relation to justice and home affairs, Finland will seek to explore ways of reinforcing decision making on criminal law and police co-operation.  The primary objective here is to have a Union that lives up to its citizens expectations in combatting international crime, human traffiking, illegal immigration and terrorism.  
I started my speech on the question of the legitimacy of the EU and the question of lack of trust expressed by EU citizens.  I hope I was not too negative in this sense because the Presidency looks at the future in a positive way and if it will not find a solution to the present crisis it will seek to find and to develop ways that would eventually lead to a solution otherwise I would say that the EU will face difficult times.  I will stop here and will try to answer any questions that you may have.  Thank you very much.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellency, thank you very much for your very concise but incisive overview of the priorities for the Finnish Presidency.  Definitely a tall order for a relatively small country, well, not as small as Malta!  The first Finnish Presidency of the EU was, I think, in 1999, and it is true that the Finnish Government had done an admirable job then.  I have no doubt that you will do the same during this presidency.   

Before I ask my colleagues to intervene I would like to raise two main points.  As regards the Union’s profile and its role on the international scene I wish to see the European Union more actively involved in the Middle East.   What we are seeing there at the moment is a situation that is unfortunately degenerating by the hour.  The situation in the Middle East is a source of preoccupation not just for the parties involved but even for us and for the whole Mediterranean region.  The United States has a very important role to play, no doubt about that, but I beleive that the European Union should make its presence felt and, if need be, it should invite the main leaders involved to a cooling down summit in Finland.  That would serve as what the Americans call ‘time out’ during an American football match where the players stop to rest and to reorganise their plans.
Another source of worry to Malta is illegal migration.  It was heartening to note that your Prime Minister mentioned Malta along side the Canary Islands in his speech of the 5 July to the European Parliament.   We like to repeat and to stress that our situation is much worse than that in the Canary Islands.  We say this with all due respect to the Spanish because we know that they have a big problem too but we consider ours to be much worse.  In the case of the Canary Islands, any influx can be diverted or spread out to the rest of the hinterland whereas in our case we cannot move the illegal immigrants anywhere and so we have to detain them for some months and then release them into open centres.  Apart from the obvious logistical, infrastructural and financial problems that we are facing, there are – and this I say with a heavy heart - certain pronouncements and declarations by extreme right groups that are very much in contrast with the Maltese traditions of hospitality and altruism.  I appeal to you to put forward to your government our urgent need for immediate and effective help.

Two days ago this Committee had a very good meeting with a delegation from the Grand Committee of the Finnish Parliament and yesterday this same delegation had a very useful meeting with our Deputy Prime Minister.  

Unfortunately Frontex is not based in the Mediterranean but it is based in Poland to deal with the then percieved influx from Eastern European countries.  However, that did not materialise as the influx occurred from the south of the Mediterranean.  In the past six months of this year close to 1,000 illegal immigrants entered Malta and that, according to the calculations made by Mr Jari Vilen, Chairman of the Grand Committe of the Finnish Parliament, is equivalent to about 35,000 immigrants landing in Finland.  Moreover, this number of illegal immigrants arriving in Malta is equivalent to 197,000 in the case of Germany and to 100,000 in the case of Spain.  Just imagine what an outcry would cause 100,000 arrivals in Spain or 35,000 arrivals in Finalnd!  One has to bear in mind the high population density of Malta.  At the meetings that our delegation had with our counterparts in Finland we pointed out these factors and I must say that we did have a listening ear so much so that a delegation has visited Malta to get first hand information.    

I would like to emphasise that on this issue we have cross party support as both Government and Opposition are speaking with one voice.  Now I ask the Hon. Leo Brincat for his comments.

ONOR. LEO BRINCAT:  I have some points to make to His Excellency.  First of all I will start by tackling the illegal immigration issue that my colleague, the Hon. Jason Azzopardi, has just touched upon.  Since this issue is running out of hand in Malta, we would appreciate if your Government and your Presidency would offer some comfort to this Committee in the sense that they will try to come up with a concrete action plan and that such a plan will get the backing of certain Nordic countries that usually do not consider this issue to be a matter of concern to them.  I know that there was reference to this in your Prime Minsiter’s address to the European Parliament but the way the problem has escalated requires, in my opinion, not just the expression of solidarity with the Maltese people but a concrete action plan to be implemented by future presidencies.  

During his speech to your parliament and to the Euopean Parliament, your Prime Minsiter mentioned the EU’s diminished legitimacy, its percieved lack of purpose and its dwindling credibility among its citizens which, in his own words, need to be taken seriously.  Could you give us an indication of how your Presidency plans to address these inherent weaknesses?  

Another subject, which I know is your forte as a country, that I wish to talk about is innovation.  On a pratical level, what initiative will the Finnish Presidency be taking with the aim of creating an environment that is conducive to innovation?  In Malta both parties stongly support initiatives in this direction.     

L-E.T. PAULI MAKELA:   The situation in the Middle East is certainly getting worse and there is a declaration of the Presidency that the prospect of peace in the Middle East must be pursued.  Although the situation on the Palestinian side is much more complicated than it was before, this does not mean that we should not find a way to connect Hamas to the rest of the of the international community and to even come to terms with the Israeli side.  You know that there is the question of how to continue to support the Palestinian side and of how to bring about more democratic developments in the Palestinian administration.  

The Middle East is a big issue not only because of the Israeli/Palestinian issue but also because of Iran and Iraq.  One has to monitor closely the developments taking place in Iran.  We do not have any clear answers on the issue of Iran but the EU remains committed to finding a diplomatic solution to the problems posed by the nuclear programme of Iran.  The Presidency of Finland will seek to promote the EU’s long term aim of devloping its relations with Iran on the basis of confidence building and co-operation.  Progress will however depend on the actions taken by Iran in such areas as human rights.  

With regard to Iraq, the EU will engage actively with the new government to promote the creation of a secure, stable and democratic Iraq.   For the moment this is what I can quote from my sources in respect of Iraq.     

We can certainly discuss at length the question of illegal immigration.  It is common knowledge that Frontex has certain plans for the central part of the  Mediterranean.  I have some information in the sense that for a certain period of time there should be an expert from Finland engaged on the case of Malta but unfortunately I do not know the whole framework of this proposal.  I know that the Head of Frontex is from Finland but I do not know him personally.  The communication that established this agency is not very devloped and unfortunately I am not able to confirm any special measures or actions for the Maltese waters.  However, in very general terms, I can confirm that they have taken the case of Malta seriously.   On my first time in Malta both your President and your representatives of the Foreign Affairs Ministry briefed me in detail about the situation on illegal immigration in Malta and I remember that the very first report that I wrote from our embassy in Rome was about the serious situation of illegal immigration in Malta.  The fact that our Prime Minister mentioned Malta in his speech shows that this issue is being taken seriously.  Moreover, part of the conclusions of the General Affairs and External Relations Council (GAERC), which will be held next Monday, will deal with this question and even the Justice and Home Affairs Council of the 24th July will refer to this situation.  Yesterday there was the conclusion of the Rabat Conference on immigration which was presided upon by our Foreign Minister and attended to by your Foreign Minister who was very kind to provide me with the text of the declaration as I had not received it by this morning from our Embassy in Rome.  Malta has made its point known and in the case of Finland you can rest assured that we take this problem very seriously and that is it not only Malta’s problem.  I am posted in Italy which is also affected by this problem.  The figures which you have just quoted and the comparisons you made show the magnitude of the problem in Malta.  These impressive figures and the financial burden have been noted.   

Finland is very much in favour of having an EU policy in the field of immigration.  We need to approach legal and illegal immigration.   One point which I would like to mention is judicial co-operation and in this field if we can use the qualified majority voting that is found in the Nice Treaty it would be a significant step towards improving the efficiency of decision making.     

Concerning the legitimacy of the Union, Finland is making proposals in this direction too.  The Union’s actions should and must therefore be based on the mandate given by its citizens.  In the eyes of its citizens the legitimacy of the EU has weakened and the people cannot see clearly what the Union stands for.  

Another problem which the Finnish Presidency will address is the Union’s somewhat ineffective decision making which has led to a lack of visible and tangible results.  Effective decision making and legitimacy must be addressed simultaneously and concrete efforts will be made to improve the situation.   Weak legittimacy and ineffective decision making are quite hot factors today and it is not enough to call this a crisis situation but we certainly have to take concrete steps otherwise we will reach paralysis stage when at a same time the world is still moving on.  These are questions which need solutions otherwise the situation may proof fatal to us all.  As I said earlier on, for the past four years I was in Hong Kong and over there I was living constant change everyday.  Over there you feel and you live globalisation.  80,000 Hong Kong companies, representing 95% of Hong Kong industry, have moved to China and 11 million Chinese are presently working in China for Hong Kong owned companies and that is part of a bigger story.  

Thank you very much for the question about innovation policy of the European Union.  This is about the future of the European Union as it concerns our competitiveness in the global world.  Many comparisions are being made between individual countries regarding the way they support industries through research, development and innovation.  Governments can do a lot about this but since we are not centrally managed economies there must be a kind of tripartite co-operation.  We have learned that it takes government, the private sector and the education system.   Public money and private initiatives might be a good combination to meet the needs of individual countries and of the European Union as a whole.  The European Union cannot resolve this for all and now I give the examples of Sweden and Finland.  Sweden, which is the world leader, invests 3.9% of its GDP in research and development.  Finland comes second with 3.5% of its GDP.  Finland is a small country but we have the success story of Nokia which although today it is owned mainly by international investors – this is also part of the globalisation story -  it is managed to a large extent by Finns.  Nokia is one best known example because there are many other examples.  Innovation is something which we should manage together and the European Commission has a key role to play especially with the new Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Development where there are millions of Euros for this purpose.  As I already informed you, innovation will be discussed at the Lahti Summit and I suppose that the example of Finland will be used in this context.  I may be limited in my knowledge about innovation but I speak about it with great enthusiasm.  My work in Hong Kong was very much related to information technology and industrial design.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Your Excellency, thank you very much for your comments.  Unfortunately we have to wrap up because at 7.00 p.m. we have another meeting.  On behalf of the Committee, I would like to take the opportunity to once more congratulate your Parliament on its hundredth anniversary.  When our delegation was visiting Finland last May we saw an exhibition in the foyer of your  Parliament and something that struck us was the impressive library facilities that you have.  I think that we have a lot to learn from you in that respect.  Something else that struck us was your Parliamentary Committee for the Future, which, speaking for myself, was something new to me.  I think that this is something that we should definitely look into even if our Parliament has only 65 part-time Members of Parlaiment when in actual fact being a Member of Parliament is a full-time job.  Once again I thank you and we wish you the best.  

Fis-6.57 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data oħra.
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