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MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru. 91 li saret fl-4 ta’ Ottubru 2006 ġew konfermati.

THE CHAIRMAN (Onor. Jason Azzopardi):  Qabel ma ngħaddi għall-item prinċipali li għandna fuq l-aġenda xtaqt nistaqsi jekk hemmx permess għat-talba tal-PBS u tan-Net Television sabiex ikunu jistgħu jiffilmjaw l-ewwel parti ta’ din il-laqgħa.  Hemm kummenti jew rimarki?  L-Onor. Brincat.

ONOR. LEO BRINCAT:  Wara li kkonsultajt mal-whip tal-Grupp Parlamentari Laburista nixtieq li aħna nirregolaw ruħna billi nimxu skond id-deċiżjoni tal-House Business Committee tal-bieraħ.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Grazzi ħafna ta’ dik il-kjarifika.  Diment li jiena, bħala President ta’ dan il-Kumitat, bl-ebda mod ma ġejt informat formalment b’xi deċiżjoni tal-House Business Committee li tipprekludi xi membri tal-media milli jidħlu, jien qed nassumi li m’hemmx oġġezzjoni u allura r-responsabbilta’ qed nerfagħha jien personalment.  

Mela l-permess qed jingħata, salv dak li qal l-Onor. Brincat.  
LAQGĦA MA’ DR MUSTAFA BARGHOUTI, MEMBRU TAL-KUNSILL LEĠISLATTIV PALESTINJAN U SEGRETARJU TAL-PARTIT POLITIKU INIZJATTIVA NAZZJONALI PALESTINJANA

We now pass on to the main item which is our meeting with Dr Mustafa Barghouti, a Member of the Legislative Council of Palestine and also Secretary of  a Palestinian political party called the Palestinian National Initiative and known as Mubadara.
It is a real privilege for me and for this Committee to be hosting such a distinguished personality.  Dr Barghouti is an active participant in the building of a democratic Palestinian civil society and is one of the most prominent leaders of the Palestinian struggle.  He is also the Secretary of the Palestinian National Initiative or Mubadara, a recently established democratic opposition movement in the realm of Palestinian domestic politics.  Dr Barghouti was also one of the delegates involved in the Madrid Peace Negotiations initiated in 1991.  As a medical doctor, Dr Barghouti was a key actor in the introduction of modern concepts and models of healthcare in Palestine and has written extensively on health development, civil society, democracy issues and the political situation in Palestine.   Without any further ado, I give you the floor.
DR MUSTAFA BARGHOUTI (Membru Parlamentari tal-Kunsill Leġislattiv Palestinjan u Segretarju tal-Partit Politiku Inizjattiva Nazzjonali Palestinjana):  I would like to thank the Chairman and the Members of the Foreign and European Affairs Committee of the Parliament of Malta for your time and for giving me the opportunity to address you.  It is a great honour and a pleasure for me to be in Malta and to be addressing you in the Parliament of Malta. 
Let me start by saying that I was tremendously impressed by your wonderful country and most of all because it is a country in harmony.  Again I am so impressed by the similarity of tradition, behaviour and language between us and you.  I am quite pleased to walk in the street and sometimes understand what they are saying.  

I want to thank both parties in your parliament for your support to the Palestinian cause and for the rights of the Palestinian people.  It is really a great pleasure for me to see that you are unified in your support to the Palestinian people, however, this is not something new as your support has been there for a long time and therefore I want to thank you.  I also want to thank Dr Joe Mifsud for his help in organising my trip and the Euro-Med for inviting me and for giving me this occasion.  

We have been asking all parliaments of the world, including the Maltese Parliament, to protest against the arrest of 40 members of our Parliament who are now in Israeli jails.  We think that regardless of our political differences, we had the first real democratic process in the Arab world and I am personally very proud to have contributed towards the building of democracy in Palestine.   We are very proud of this democratic system even though it is not yet a full democracy as we know that holding elections is one step in the right direction.  However, our Legislative Council is definitely the first democratically elected parliament in the Arab world and this is not the way it should be treated.   The authorities knew about them, they allowed them to run for the elections and if they had any accusations against them they should have taken measures before they contested the elections.  These people were elected and there is no justification in the world for arresting one third of members of the Parliament of Palestine.  It is not acceptable and I do hope that you will take a strong stand on this matter.
Now I would like to start giving you some important information about the situation in Palestine which, I hope, will give you a better understanding of the situation and will help you to formulate a strong position about the situation.  I have prepared a presentation because I think that sometimes the maps and the images are much more powerful than just talking about the situation.  
Let me remind you that the 1947 decision taken by the United Nations General Assembly had indicated that two states should be established in Palestine.  A Palestinian State shown in green on the map I have here and which represented 45% of the territory and an Israeli State shown in white and which would have represented 54% of the territory with Jerusalem as a corpus separatum with the international status for a while.  Unfortunately this did not materialise.  Israel was established in 1948 not with 54% but with over 77% of the territory.  All of this area became Israel and what remained were the West Bank and Gaza with only about 23% of the land of Palestine.  
In 1988 we, the Palestinians, after a lot of painful discussions in the General Assembly of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO), agreed to a solution that would have presented a compromise whereby we would accept to have a Palestinian State in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip with no more than 23% of the land of Palestine, almost half of what was assigned to us by the United Nations resolution.  

Yet, to our great surprise, this huge concession by the Palestinians was not met with a similar response from Israel.  On the contrary, after the Oslo Agreement Arafat went to Camp David and what he was offered by Ehud Barak is less than 18% of the land of Palestine.  Here it is not just a question of percentage but one has to see also the nature of what was offered in the sense that it was made up of clusters of land separated from each other with no borders and with Jerusalem practically remaining under Israeli sovereignty.  As if this was not enough for the Israelis, Ariel Sharon came up with his plan, which now has become the plan of Ehud Olmert, which will take away from us more territory and which includes the construction of a wall - the separation wall or the apartheid wall as we call it.  Israel will now be taking away no less than 46% of the land of the West Bank which means that we will be left with clusters of land covering less than 11% of historic Palestine and this entity is not continuous and it is definitely not a viable structure.  
Therefore, when you look at what is happening on the ground you see that we had the Peace Process, the Oslo Agreement signed by the Palestinians, the Camp David Negotiations, the Plan of the Quartet and we also had the Road Map.  But all of this is just talk.  What is happening on the ground is only one peace process which is the Israeli process of land appropriation and of land annexation.  This is destroying the potential and the hope of a two state solution.   Mr Bush talks about his vision of two states but when you look at the maps you see the destruction of the possibility and of the potential of having a Palestinian State and of having peace based on a two state solution.  
This map shows how the West Bank looked like back in 1967.  Then you had only Palestinian communities as the yellow spots show on this map and there were no Jewish colonies at all.  What the Israelis did during the last 40 years was the construction of new settlements and illegal colonies.  Let me add that this policy was adopted by both Israeli political parties, namely, the Labour Party and the Likud Party.   Both parties built settlements everywhere as seen on the map marked with red spots.  The Jewish colonies were illegal and are still considered illegal by every country in the world and by the International Court of Justice resolution passed two years ago that said that all these settlements must be removed because they are against international law.  
The Israelis agreed that to protect these settlements they had to build check points and at the moment we have almost 600 check points blocking our streets and roads and thus preventing us from moving from one area to another.  A trip from Jenin to Ramallah that usually takes 1 hour and 20 minutes now takes almost nine hours in order to cross so many check points and there are occasions when you cannot cross at all.  On this map I only put half of the check points because if I were to put them all you will see an entirely black map.  The outcome is that 85% of the Palestinian population in the West Bank has not been able to move out of their cities, towns and districts for the last five years.  With the progress of the so-called Peace Process we were seeing more limitations to our movements.  In the 1980s I could drive my little car to work from Ramallah to Jerusalem in 12 minutes.  Then I could even drive my car to and from the Gaza Strip for work purposes and I could drive my car anywhere I wanted.  The first step was taken at the Madrid Conference when the Gaza Strip was completely cut off from the West Bank and since then we have not had free movement.  Then Jerusalem was cut off from the West Bank.  That means that I can come to Malta but I cannot go to Jerusalem although I was born there and that as a member of parliament I cannot go to the Gaza Strip.  Last time I went to the Gaza Strip I had to go through Egypt and then cross the border at Rafah.  These Israeli check points are blocking the movement of people.

 Then the Israelis constructed the wall.  You can see on the map the first phase of the construction of this wall.  Let me say that if the wall was built on the border between us and the Israelis maybe one could live with that although, personally, I do not believe in walls but I believe in bridges.  If they wanted to build a wall on the borders maybe that is something that could be tolerated but on this map you see that in 90% of the cases the wall is built inside the occupied territories.  The wall separates not Palestinians from Israelis but it is separating Palestinians from Palestinians because it went as deep as 24 kilometers like in the case of Ariel, it has surrounded Jerusalem from all directions, it has transformed Bethlehem - the birth place of Jesus Christ - into a prison surrounded by the wall from all directions.  It has also surrounded Ramallah.  Now Israel is planning to build the third phase of the wall from the East which would cut off 24% of the West Bank of the Jordan Valley completely from the rest of the territory.  Let me remind you that in the Jericho area, the whole city is surrounded by a tunnel that prevents cars from entering the place except from two entrances.  
The Olmert Plan would mean that the final borders would be based on the route of the apartheid wall, of the separation wall.  Major settlement blocks will be retained, East Jerusalem will be severed from the West Bank, the Jordan Valley will be retained and key water resources will also be retained.  According to the Oslo Map, Israel should have redeployed from all the territories of the West Bank by 1999 except for areas of Jerusalem, the settlements and the borders and that would have meant 90% of the land of the West Bank.  What actually happened was that they only left from these dark yellow areas on the map where the Palestinian Authority was established, they allowed functional authority only in the light yellow areas as shown on the map and they kept all the white areas.  Later on they occupied everywhere again.  
But what was really shocking for me was when I applied the map on the Oslo Map or better what was implemented of the Oslo Agreement.  There you can see that the wall fits completely from the eastern side with what the Israelis later did on the eastern side.  What does that mean?  It means that they started building the wall after the year 2000 claiming that it was being built for security reasons, however they had already planned it even at the time of the Oslo Meeting.  That means that the same maps presented at Oslo, which maps were drawn up by the Israeli army, are the same maps of the wall which the army drew up later on.  That means that here we are dealing with a plan that was drawn up during the negotiations held at Oslo with the aim of taking away as much land as possible.  Now the Israeli plan is to push fingers inside the West Bank to enclave as many settlements as they can, the outcome of which would be this map.  I think that everybody would agree that a state or an entity like this could not be viable, it could not survive.  
I tell you that many friends and politicians visited us from South Africa and all of them said that they had never seen such a terrible system of discrimination not even during the worst time of Apartheid.  I will now explain it to you.  This map shows you how the water flows in the West Bank.   Actually it rains on the mountains and then the water drains in the Jordan Valley and in the west and then some of the water goes from the West Bank to the Gaza Strip.  Fifteen years ago the Israelis built dams under the ground to prevent the flow of water in the Gaza Strip.  The outcome is that the water in Gaza Strip is now polluted.  There is not a place in Gaza where you can have drinkable water according to the standards of the World Health Organisation.   The way the wall is built in the West Bank clearly shows that they can control most of the water resources as most of the aquifer is under Israeli control whether to the west and to the east.  The outcome is that out of 936 million cubic metres of water that we produce Israel is allowing us to use only 137 million cubic metres.  The rest is used by the Israelis.  At the moment, a Palestinian citizen is allowed to use no more than 26 cubic meters of water per year while an Israeli illegal settler in the West Bank is allowed to use 2,400 cubic meters of water per year, almost 80 times more than a Palestinian is allowed.  
The wall itself is a terrible structure.  We are talking about a wall of solid concrete or of electrified fences that would be 850 kilometers in length, 8 to 9 meters high and with a width from 60 to 104 meters.  This would make it more than three times longer than the Berlin Wall used to be and twice as high.  

This is how it looks like in Bethlehem.  This is a woman drying her clothes on top of the second floor of her house, this is a satellite dish on top of the building and this is how close the wall is to her house.  There are occasions where the wall is actually dividing a house into two pieces.  The wall is not built between Israelis and Palestinians but, as I said, it is built between Palestinians and Palestinians.  This was a road in Ar Ram which was cut into two pieces with Palestinians on both sides of the road but presently they cannot get near each other.  Yesterday in my speech I mentioned the film The Pianist, which I am sure many of you have seen.  Of course I sympathize with the Jewish people for their suffering during the Second World War and because of the oppression and the prosecution that they were subjected to!  That was not justified!  But when I watch that movie, I could not stop myself from thinking: My God, what we now see in the West Bank in Kalkilya is similar to what you see in a ghetto.  This is a city of 46,000 people surrounded by a wall and now it is cut off completely from the land around it.   You can see the wall surrounding the city from all directions leaving only one entrance through this road that is 8 meters wide.  This road has a gate that the Israeli soldiers can close with a key any time they want.  This is how it looks like, the wall is surrounding the city and this is the highway that, of course, only the Israelis can use.  The most ironic thing is that because the Israeli Government does not want the sight of the wall to hurt the Israelis sometimes the Israelis paint the wall with nice colours to hide this terrible sight.  However, nobody thinks of the people who are imprisoned by this wall.  

There are gates where people have to ask for permits to be able to move from one area to another.  The Israelis insist that the Palestinians should get permits to be able to cross from one place to another.   Of course not everybody can get a permit but even if you are lucky enough to get a permit to go to school or to go to hospital or to go to your farm or to fetch water, you have to go through these gates.  In Kalkilya alone there are 56 gates and not all of them are open and those that are open, like this one, have a sign that one can cross from 7.40 a.m. to 8.00 a.m., from 2.00 p.m. to 2.15 p.m. and from 6.45 p.m. to 7.00p.m., that is, only 50 minutes a day.  When children go to school they have to stand behind the gate and wait for the Israeli soldiers to come and open the gate for them.  Sometimes the soldiers forget or even do not show up and the people have to wait in the sun or in the rain until the gate is opened.  I don’t know what the world’s reaction would be if these children were Jewish children and the soldier was American or French or Palestinian.   What we are asking for here is that the same level of respect to human rights is shown towards Palestinians as would be shown towards any other people in the same situation.

When the wall is not made of concrete it usually consists of this structure, that is, two ditches and two roads with barbed wire or concrete towers and with cameras and soldiers armed with automatic machine guns to shoot if anybody gets close.  This is how it looks like!   You can imagine the result of such a structure which is 100 meters wide and hundreds of kilometers long.  The destruction that it causes to agriculture is indescribable and we think that at least one million trees, mainly olive trees, have been uprooted so far.  These trees are very important for the livelihood of the people.  This is the main road between Jerusalem and Ramallah which I used to take to go to work at the hospital.   The wall has cut this road into two pieces and now nobody can use it anymore.  This woman studies at a university in Jerusalem and when there was a temporary wall she had to climb over it to get to university.  To go to school this girl too had to climb that wall and that was illegal, in fact, one had to do so when there was no Israeli patrol in sight.  Now it is impossible to do so because nobody can climb this high concrete wall.  As you know, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) gave a ruling in 2004 declaring that this wall was illegal and that it should be removed and to compensate the people who were affected by it.
You heard a lot of talk about the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and the way it was presented made it look as if it was a great achievement.  However, in reality there was no withdrawal.  What happened was a process of redeployment of the military occupation in a manner that makes it easier for Israel to exert its control.  Up till now the Gaza Strip is controlled from the air, from the sea and from the land borders.  During the last year, all the entrances on the borders of Gaza were crossed for more than 65% of the time.  Now, the Gaza Strip is a very small area covering only 1.3% of the land of Palestine or 5% of the occupied territories which should become a Palestinian state.  Since the Israeli redeployment, the Gaza Strip has been subjected to constant attacks so much so that 500 Palestinians were killed and no less than 1,000 were injured, most of them women and children.  By the way, since the beginning of the Intifada we lost 4,800 people, of whom, 20% were children and 80% were civilian non-combatants.  At the moment, for 70% of the time there is no electricity in Gaza because Israel has recently destroyed the main power station.  Therefore, Gaza is suffering from shortage of water and bad sanitation because there is no energy to pump the water or to clean the sewage.  This is one of the bridges that the Israelis have recently bombarded.  It is a very tiring and terrible situation.  
Of course, we are suffering from the embargo that was imposed on us since the new government came to power.  Let me tell you at this point that we think that Europe has the right to give or not to give us aid because that is your taxpayers money.  Moreover, the United States has the right to give or not to give us aid because that is their money.  But what the world must not allow is for Israel to withhold the taxes that we pay.    Israel is withholding 70% of the income of the Palestinian Authority in an illegal manner.  This amounts to US$700 million which amount is much larger than the amount of money that we required to pay all our public servants during the last eight months.  Most of our public servants, including Members of Parliament, did not recieve their salaries in the past eight months.  Since we were elected in February, all we got was the equivalent of one month salary.  We do not have money to rent offices and we do not have any support staff to assist us in our work as parliamentarians.  On top of that, they have arrested one-third of the Members of our Parliament and I do not know if in the future they would arrest me or other Members of our Parliament.  
In short, because I know that you are busy with many other things, I wish to say that it is a very difficult situation. Finally let me show you these last images of people at check-points.  These check-points are horrible because people could get stuck for hours thus preventing them from going to their homes or to their work.  Sometimes we are not allowed to transport patients by ambulance from one side to the other side and instead we have to carry the patients from one side to the other.  Up till now 103 Palestinian women had to give birth at check-points.  As a medical doctor I did a study on infant mortality rate and pre-natal mortality rate.  This was the first study of its kind and we did it jointly with the John Hopkins University of the United States.  We found out that one-fifth of all Palestinian children who die before the age of one year do so because of check-points and because of the wall that is preventing us from crossing from one side to another.  Look at these people who are all stuck at check-points!   That is why we organise volunteers to carry people from one side to the other with wheelchairs.  Nothing should justify these images! Nothing should justify this kind of behaviour and this violation of human rights that is presently being practiced against the Palestinian population.  Thank you so much and now I would be pleased to answer your questions.
THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you so much Dr Barghouti.  I must admit it is quite difficult trying to find the right words to express the sense of disgust and dispondency one feels after viewing such images and after listening to your heartfelt presentation.  
At one point I was not sure if that was 2006 or 1944 as certain scenes we have seen are similar to those of the Second World War as you rightly said at one point.  If I am not mistaken, in the past few days you made this presentation to a prominent US politician.  Unless you cannot speak about this for reasons of confidentiality, may I ask what was the reaction by your interlocutors after viewing these images and hearing your presentation?  
DR MUSTAFA BARGHOUTI:  Well, twenty days ago I had a meeting with the US Secretary of State Condolezza Rice.  I did not have the time to show her all the presentation but at least I had the time to show her the maps.  We met for an hour and it was a very good debate.  I have never seen her so attentive as she was that time.  I think that she made sure that these maps will get to everybody in the White House.  I think that the maps that I have just shown you demonstrate that the vision of President Bush has been killed by the measures taken by the Israelis.  My message to the United States was that if they really care about a two states solution then they have to take measures to stop the expansion of Israeli settlements, they have to take measures to stop the destruction by Israel of the possibility of a two states solution.  I have made these presentations in many universities and I hope to have the chance to show them to a lot of Americans in positions of responsibility, such as congressmen and senators.  Even when there were pro-Israeli people trying to disturb my lectures, there were always people who were touched by these images. That is because we are not talking propaganda here but we are talking about facts.  As I said yesterday during my lecture, I am a realistic person and I know what is possible and what is not possible.  But I never thought that realism means that you should accept the reality.  Realism should mean that you should know the reality and you change that reality for the better.  What we are asking as Palestinians is nothing different from what other peoples would ask.  I think that the people of Malta know better than anybody else what colonialism means and what having no freedom means.  What we want as Palestinians is to get our freedom.  It is totally unacceptable that in the 21st century the people of Palestine are still not only under colonialism and military occupation, which we had it for 40 years and is the longest occupaton in modern history, but now we are being subjected to apartheid which I think all humanity should resent in the 21-century.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  Before passing on the floor to the Hon Leo Brincat, Dr Joe Mifsud – who was accompanying Dr Barghouti - informed me that you have something in that box that you wanted to show us.  
DR MUSTAFA BARGHOUTI:  These are the bullets that the Israeli army uses against us when we hold peaceful demonstrations.  I am an advocate of non-violent resistance.  These are what they call rubber bullets!  You would think that they are made of rubber but actually they are metal bullets with a very thin plastic covering and they kill people.  I have seen many people die after being hit with these bullits because they penetrate the head.  The Members of this Committee who are doctors appreciate that when this bullet penetrates the brain, a neurosurgeon faces a nightmare to deal with it because if he tries to remove it he has to remove a big part of the brain tissue such that it will kill the patient.  On the other hand, if he leaves it in the brain then every time the patient moves his head the bullet will move and damage more brain tissue.  So, when a person is hit in the head with one of these rubber bullets it is like a death sentence.  Once, a colleague of mine who was standing beside me during a demonstration was hit by a bullet, which could have hit me, and lost his eye.    From the outside the bullet is rubber but on the inside it is a very sharp and big metalic cylinder which in fact is known as a high velocity bullet that raptures the bones.  This is an X-ray of a person who was hit with such a bullet and you can see the broken bone and the shrapnels of the bullet.  
They also use this kind of lethal bullet which is very heavy and on the inside it has another bullet.  They also use a new type of weapon which presently we cannot identify it and which causes very severe pain and destroys a large amount of tissue.  
In 1996 there were four days of clashes and demonstrations when the Israelis were building the tunnel under the Al-Aqsa Mosque.  They shot at us with bullets and when I, who was wearing a white coat as a doctor, was trying to help a person who was bleeding an Israeli sniper shot me twice and I still have 37 pieces like these in my back. Unfortunately people do not hear about these practices and there is a great difference between the reality on the ground and what the media reports about that reality.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  I would like my colleagues to keep in mind that this meeting has to be concluded by 8.25 p.m. The Hon. Brincat.
ONOR. LEO BRINCAT:  Mr Chairman, I will be as brief as possible.  The shocking presentation by Dr Barghouti has shown that effective and urgent external intervention is necessary.  First of all, do you think that the international will to reactivate the political process is still absent?  Secondly, to what extent do you consider the US to hold the key to a solution to the crisis?  Finally, how much credibility do you attach to recent attempts to revive the so called Arab League 2002 initiative?  
THE CHAIRMAN:  Dr Barghouti, I would suggest that we take a round of comments and then you answer and wind up.  The Hon. Michael Asciak.
ONOR. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  I am also shocked by these photos!  Recently we were assured by the Israeli ambassador that the wall is there for quite a different purpose.  I want to express my admiration for you in reverting to non-violence and to trying to create a civil society in the face of the present deplorable situation.  Personally, I think that you are more prone to revolution but evidently you are wise not to go in that direction.  I wanted to congratulate you on this type of strategy.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  The Hon. Mario de Marco.
ONOR. MARIO DE MARCO:  Dr Barghouti, it is a privilege to be listening to you today.  Maltese political parties are generally known for the various bickerings that they often have between them.  However, there is one thing which we have in common and that is our strong belief in the rights of the Palestinian people.  This is something which unites the two sides of Parliament in our country and it is something which has always been constant in our policy.  We  will always strife to ensure that the Palestinian people will attain the dignity they deserve and the homeland that they deserve.  We always ask whether the United States is the  key to a solution to this problem.  We have to be realists and admit that they are the main key towards a solution.  What I would like to ask is this: do you believe that Europe could do more and, if so, how much more can it do?   Now Malta is a full member of the European Union and at every opportunity that we have we try to voice the concerns of the Palestinian people.  We also do this within the fora of which we are full members.  How much more do you think that the European Union could do for your cause?  
THE CHAIRMAN:  The Hon. George Vella.
ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  I will not be putting any questions because yesterday evening I had the unique opportunity to discuss this issue with Dr Barghouti.  I was really impressed and I learned a lot about the whole situaiton.  The only thing I wanted to put on record is what I told Dr Barghouti yesterday in the sense that both parties in the Maltese Parliament are fully cognisant of what is happening in Palestine and that he can rest assured that they have our full understanding and co-operation whenever it is needed, both now and in the future.  
THE CHAIRMAN:  Dr Barghouti, I would like to inform you that both Hon Mario Galea and Hon Anġlu Farrugia were election observers during the last parliamentary election held in Palestine.  The Hon Mario Galea.  
ONOR. MARIO GALEA:  I understand what Dr Barghouti is saying because I witnessed these scenes.  I was EU election observer both for the presidential and for the parliamentary elections and in the course of my work there I had to go through several check-points.  I had quite a number of unpleasant experiences even though I was an internatioanl observer and  so I can imagine what the local people have to go through.  
You advocate a non-violence response and I admire you  a lot for that.  My question is – and I think that you have been asked this question time and time again – the following:  how is it that you still find factions within the Palestinian Authority who would embark on suicide missions?  I could understand the emotions of anger and revenge and personally I do not know how I would react if I had to be in that situation.  However, at the end of the day, these suicide missions are presenting the Israelis with a good excuse to embark upon further reprisals which bring more suffering and pain to the Palestinian people because of the disproportionate force used by the Israeli forces.   
I noted that when you ask Palestinians what they want, most of them would say that they want peace and that they are against a violent response.  How do you explain the fact that you still find factions within the Palestinian Authority that would prefer a violent response, such as, suicide missions?  
THE CHAIRMAN:  The Hon. Jose’ Herrera.
ONOR. JOSE’ HERRERA:  My question is not far removed from that of my colleague.  Dr Barghouti, I was glad to hear that you strongly believe in peaceful means to attain your goals.  Do you feel that you can operate in this manner when Hamas, the party in government, has declared that it is its policy to succeed even, if necessary, through an armed struggle?  The Hamas have publicly declared that they cannot renounce to the right of armed resistance and to an armed struggle to attain sovereignty for the Palestinian people.  Another point is this: without justifying the over reaction on the part of the Israelis and by no means condoning the way the Israelis have in the past and even in the present treated the Palestinians, don’t you think that the alarming number of suicide missions and even terrorist attacks, allegedly sponsored by Iran and other countries,  have necessitated certain extreme measures by the Israelis?  
THE CHAIRMAN:  Dr Barghouti.
DR MUSTAFA BARGHOUTI:  Thank you so much for your good questions and for your enthusiasm and support to the rights of the Palestinian people.  I appreciate that very much.  Let me now try to answer your quesitons.  
I believe that the Arab Initiative represents a very important step towards holding an international peace conference because we support it and we are trying to convince Hamas to accept it.  I have been talking to them about it.  It is no secret that we are trying to convince them to have a national unity government that would accept the Arab Initiative as a base for finding a solution. The Arab Initiatve speaks about Israel ending its occupation of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem, Golan Heights and Shabah Farms in exchange of which the Arabs will have peace with Israel.  We also have to find a just solution about the rights of Palestinian refugees in accordance with the UN resolutions.  I believe the Arab initiative is a good base and I believe that there should be a call for an internatioanl peace conference, maybe Malta could host this conference, where we will put everything on the table and discuss it in accordance with international law.  
We cannot continue to accept double standards.   We do not understand how in the case when Iraq occupied Kuwait –  I personally spoke against it at the United Nations in the same week that it happened because we are under occupation and therefore we cannot justify the occupation of another country - the world did not tollerate the occupation of Kuwait for six months and in fact they sent armies from all over the world to push the Iraqis out of Kuwait while, on the other hand, the world has tollerated the occupation of Palestine for 40 years?  There were United Nations resolutions that spoke about the rights of Palestinians, such as, UN resolution 194 of 1948, UN resolution 242 of 1967 and UN resolution 338 of 1973.  If you see the records of the United Nations you will find tens of United Nations Security Council resolutions, like UN resolution 1701 which Lebanon must implement and where Europe and the United States are present.  Why the double standards?  Why has the occupation of the Palestinian territories been tolerated for such a long time?  The  Palestinians are not only refugees in other countries but they are also refugees in their own country! I believe that this has to be tackled.  
Nobody can imagine a solution without the involvement of the United States since it is the main supporter of Israel.  We all know that without the support of the United States Israel will not be able to maintain this occupation not even for three minutes.  We all remember that when President George Bush senior and the ex-Sectretary of State James Baker took the decision that Israel should come to an international peace conference, the Israelis had to come.  I believe that this is a situation which requires a common effort.  
Yesterday I said that Nelson Mandela, who today is considered as the most wonderful human being in the world, was at times described as a terrorist or as a communist and that he was jailed for that.   Then things started to change, first the people of Europe, then the parliaments of Europe, then the governments of Europe changed and the last to change was the United States.  I believe that in our case there is no justification for Europe not to make a move because it must wait for the United States to make its move first.  I do hope that Malta will help us to convince Europe to be more active, effective and independnet.  We have seen a more independent European position regarding Iraq but we have not seen the same forceful and independent European position when it comes to Palestine.  I see no reason why European foreign ministers should not support the call of the Spanish Foreign Minister Moratinos for an international peace conferenfe to solve this problem.  I believe that you must ask the United States to pressure Israel because at the end of the day not only our children will suffer but the Israeli children will suffer too.  At the end of the day, it is in the interest of all not to continue this conflict.  Do you think the Israelis like to receive Katyusha rockets because they invented Lebanon!  I do not think that we need to have that.  
In my opinion, there is hope if the world community mobilises and puts pressure for the application of international law.  A piece of good news that I heard constantly during the last two weeks from American diplomats and from Ms Rice herself is that the United States is not accepting this situation and that the United States is very serious about finding a solution to this conflict.  They are seeing it as a strategic necessity.  They are now realising that the main destabilising factor, not only in the Middle East but globally, is the Palestinian cause. One cannot have the stability and peace that everybody dreams of without solving the Palestinian question.  It is encouraging to hear them say this and I hope they will translate it into action.  
Now I come to the issue of suicide bombing.  The unfortunate thing is that when there is a suicide bombing the whole world talks about this issue but when there is no suicide bombing nobody mentions it.  In reality we did not have a suicide bombing for months and that was the result of the efforts that we made internally.   I promise you that all the factions, including Hamas and Jihad, are ready to declare an immediate stop to any form of violence and military action if Israel agrees to do the same.  Way back in February of last year after the presidential election, there was a meeting in Cairo between the 14 factions and there was a declaration of abstention from all forms of military action in the hope that Israel would respond in the same manner. For four months there were no suicide bombings and no missile attacks - they call them missles but in fact these are just tubes that kill nobody but still they are not necessary.  The decision was to abstain from any form of military action.  However, Israel continued with assassinations and military attacks.  In my opinion, the question should be:  why doesn’t the world call for a complete cease fire and a complete renounciation of all forms of violence by both sides?  The Palestinians are ready for that.  
Let me remind you that international law provides that people subjected to occupation have the right to resist that occupation even by military means.  That is legal by international law, as long as the attacks are not on civilians, as long as they do not amount to terrorism and as long as basic human  rights are not violated.   Although that is a right of the Palestinians, we think it is better for us to conduct mass and popular non-violent resistance because it is more effective.  However, we need your help and presure to get both sides not to resort to any form violence.  There is no justification whatsoever to the Israeli measures against the Palestinian people!  There is no justification whatsoever to the construction of the wall, which, after all is not preventing the attacks!  I have gone across this wall into Jerusalem without a permit several times and it is not going to prevent anybody from crossing if that somebody is determined to do so.  This wall is not for security purposes but it is meant to expropriate land  and to establish facts of the ground.   Next year the Israelis will start talking about measures that they consider necessary to protect this 865 km wall.  This makes no sense as we are not living in the Middle Ages.  There are 10,500 Palestinians in Israeli prisons, including 377 children and 103 women some of whom have given birth in jail, not to mention that other women have to give birth at check-points.   There is no justification to all this!  Your struggle for justice and peace does not give you the right to violate the human rights of others.  Thank you.
THE CHAIRMAN: Very well said.  Thank you, Dr Barghouti.  You said at the beginning of this meeting that the Maltese are a serene and harmonious people and we heartily wish you and your people a lot of serenity and harmony.  Good luck and thank you once again.   
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