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Talba

MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru. 100 li saret  fis-17 ta’ Jannar 2007 kienu konfermati.  

THE CHAIRMAN (Onor. Jason Azzopardi):  Nixtieq nipprezenta lill-Kumitat:  

Kopja ta’ ruling mogħti minn Mr Speaker fis-Seduta Nru. 484 tat-Tnejn, 22 ta’ Jannar 2007 fuq kwestjoni mqajma mill-Onor. Joe Mizzi dwar il-Kumitat Permanenti dwar l-Affarijiet Barranin u Ewropej.

Xtaqt ninforma lill-Kumitat li jiena ma nistax nattendi għall-COSAC Chairpersons Meeting tat-12 ta’ Frar u għalhekk tlabt, kif ġieli għamilt drabi oħra, lill-Onor. Clyde Puli biex jissostitwini għal dan il-meeting li se jsir ġewwa Berlin.  Ngħaddi issa għal-laqgħa tagħna mad-delelgazzjoni mill-Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office fi Brussels.  

LAQGĦA MA’ DELEGAZZJONI MILL-HONG KONG ECONOMIC AND TRADE OFFICE FI BRUSSELS
THE CHAIRMAN: First of all welcome and thank you for coming over.  I am a lawyer by profession and I am the Chairman of the Foreign and European Affairs Committee.  The Hon. George Vella is a former minister of foreign affairs, presently is the shadow minister for European affairs and he comes from the opposition Labour Party.  Unfortunately today there was a sudden change of agenda in the plenary and in fact presently there is a motion concerning nuclear disarmment - not that we have any nuclear weapons - being discussed and some members of the Committee have to be in the plenary, notably the Minister of Foreign Affairs who is also a member of the Committee and the Hon Leo Brincat who the shadow speaker on foreign affairs.  So that is why the Committee is a bit depleted today.  

It is the very first time that we’re meeting a delegation from Hong Kong.  To be fair and honest with you, since I took over the chairmanship of this committee more than two years ago, with a lot of assistance from my colleagues members of this committee, we have adopted a very bipartisan approach and we never had to take decisions by vote but always by consensus.  That is whether it was the scrutiny of the pipeline acquis coming from Brussels or debating foreign affairs or European affairs issues.  Within certain parameters, we’ve tried to give an international profile to our committee thereby embarking upon certain important visits abroad.  This coming Friday we will be visiting the Gulf countries, that is, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates.  We already went to the Baltics and Finland, China,  Libya, the USA and Italy and that is helping us in widening our knowledge of current issues.  I’ve always looked at your region with particular interest.  When we went to China we were slightly unlucky not to visit Hong Kong. We specifically asked for it but the programme was so intense that it did not allow for a visit to Hong Kong, something which I hope we will be able to do sometime in the future, not necessarily in the near future, because it is a region that we need to look at closer.  So  I’ll give you the floor.
DUNCAN PESCOD (Kap tad-Delegazzjoni mill-Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office fi Brussels):   Mr Chairman, on behalf of my group may I say it is a great pleasure for us to have this opportunity to speak to this Standing Committee.  This is, as you quite rightly pointed out, the first opportunity that we’ve had as the Hong Kong Government’s representatives in  Europe to visit Malta and, frankly, I think it’s something  a little bit overdue.  The last few days in Malta I’ve understood how in many ways there are considerable commonalities between the economies of Malta and Hong Kong and not least the fact that we are both very small places with considerable challenges in terms of land, resources and, of course, we are surrounded by much bigger economic powers.    

I think it may help if I briefly explain Hong Kong’s Representation in Europe which is very limited.  Currently we only have three offices; one in London for obvious reasons, our office in Brussels which primarily deals with relations between the European Community and Hong Kong and an office in Geneva which deals with the World Trade Organisation. From London and Brussels we basiclally try to cover bilateral relations between Hong Kong and the different member states of the European Community and it is in that context that I decided it was important for us to visit Malta. Our visit here is primarily fact finding because we want to understand more about the economy and perhaps to understand a little bit more about culture, tourism, trade, logistics and financial services. These are issues which are essential to our economy and, as I understand, are  also essential to the economy of Malta.  

Our visit here so far  has been extremely interesting  for me. As I said before  Hong Kong and Malta actually could do quite a lot more together.  We are both dealing with issues which are very similar.  How do we deal with waste?  We’re running out of landfill sites and we just don’t have anymore space.  How do we deal with growth in tourism?  We are facing huge growth and yet we need to look at the product and at the development of the infrastructure.  We’re developing new facilities, which is another commonality. So from my personal point of view I can say that this has been a very interesting trip but, more than that, I think it has also opened up to us very clear opportunities for further co-operation.  We hope that within the next few months, maybe a bit longer, we would  have some discussions on cultural exchanges. We’re thinking in terms of a festival showcasing Hong Kong films and we’ve also had some thoughts about doing some photo exhibitions to try and raise the profile both of Malta in Hong Kong and of Hong Kong in Malta.  Before this meeting we had some discussions  that there may be of interest in other areas, particularly the developments in high technology, because in Hong Kong we see this as an essential part of our future economy.  

Looking beyond that, my other objective is to raise awareness of Hong Kong as a potential partner for Maltese companies not just to invest in Hong Kong but to do general business with China and Hong Kong.  We both have English as a functional part of our systems and we both share a common law  system  for dealing with contracts and  dispute resolution.  There are so many opportunities for businesses from Malta wishing to invest and indeed to  manufacture and sell to China and we feel that it would be comfortable to do this by going through Hong Kong.  One of the things I would like to do, perhaps the next time I come back, is to talk more to business people over here to try to explain to them the opportunities that exist in Hong Kong.  

Another reason that I’m here is to understand more about your economy, because from time to time companies in Hong Kong come to us wanting information on the economies of the European Union and it is important for us to be able to explain what we understand about your situation because in that way we  hope to be able to build links between Hong Kong and Malta.  Very briefly that is my objective of our short visit to Malta.  Thank you,  Mr Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much and I can only agree with you that the potential is there.  I can promise you that if my Committee can be of any  assistance, we will be more than willing to do our part.  In spite of our very limited resources as a committee we have managed in these past few months to obtain notable successes on our visits and the fact that it is a bipartisan committee we’re learning even more that it carries more clout to speak with one voice when we are abroad.  Experience has shown that our interlocuters tend to lend a more listening ear to what we’re saying when government and opposition speak with one voice.   I ask the Hon. George Vella to make his comments.

ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  Mr Chairman, I would also like to thank Mr Pescod for his excellent and short introduction.  I did visit Hong Kong two days after 9/11. It wasn’t easy, it wasn’t nice because tension was palpable but we managed to fly out of Hong Kong, however, everybody was really terrified because many people were thinking that a second attack would or could be directed to Hong Kong.  

I quite understand the possibility of exchanging ideas. This Committee is not technical, personally I am not technical to talk about finance or the economy but I can understand when you talk about the common problems of a small state.   Hong Kong is a special administrative region, it has its own autonomy, mainland Hong Kong and the island of Hong Kong do not present a large expanse of land and they do have their problems.  We did see  the high rise buildings and the conflict to keep a certain amount of greenery so that people won’t go mad and start jumping from the high storey buildings.  

I think this is a very good opportunity and it could be the beginning of a regular contact between the two sides. For example, you mentioned waste which is a big problem.  As you said, in an island region where you have all the problems of an economy which is growing, where you have the modern mentality that one throws away everything, you do face problems to provide landfills and other methods of getting rid of waste, especially when you have to combine that with keeping the country attractive to tourists.  In today’s society one is getting more and more per capita waste and at the same time on has to conserve the beauty of the country.  

We all know about our problems in tourism and I am saying this in all sincerity. Unfortunately during these last few years our country has experienced a downturn in tourist figures and technical people will explain the reasons why.  But definitely, with regard to tourism one has to market the product and in a country like ours - and even in Hong Kong -  you have to provide space for the residents,  space for industry, enough spaces in pristine conditions to be enjoyed by the tourists and you have to provide tourist facilities while at the same time, as you said, you have to keep away the dirty things from people’s gaze.  I agree that we can possibly have regular meetings in the future to discuss  these fields  as we could learn from one another.  At the moment there is a big issue in Malta about waste disposal. We started to impose waste separation which we did not do up till now and there is also a big issue about what to do with the waste that we are producing.  It might interest you to know that in Malta about 80% of waste comes from building material, that is, when people are building houses or demolishing old ones.  At the moment we are infilling quarries. Maltese stone used to build our houses has been cut from rock for hundreds of years and at the moment we are having a short period of respite as we can get rid of this inert waste by filling these big holes in the ground.  When you are flying in or out of Malta you can see from the window these big holes in the countryside especially in the western and northern parts of the island.  This is giving us five or six years of respite but then we have to decide what to do.  

On a more promising note I must say that  apart from trying to console each other with our problems we can even try to learn something from each other.  I’m not saying this just to praise you but I am sure that we could definitely learn quite a lot of things from the hi-tech industries in Hong Kong which today rank amongst the best.   If we go only 20 minutes away from Hong Kong there is ShenZhen which is also quite interesting.  

When you speak about contact with China I must say that as a country we have had contacts with China since 1971.  These links started at a time when there was a Labour government but they continued under successive governments.  I would say that today relations with China are excellent.  We  even had reciprocal visits and when I was Foreign Minister I did visit China at that time the  Foreign Minister of China was Qian Qichen who also visited Malta.   What I want to say is that China is becoming more important and at the moment I am representing my party in the Presidency of the European Socialists in Brussels where there is the issue whether the European Socialist should establish contact or not with the so-called Communist Party of China. But the big issue is that some countries still consider it a communist party and therefore we should not have this contact while other countries are saying that we should.   We  had a visit by the ex-Prime Minister of Denmark, Rasmussen, some time back and he produced a report in which he is all for opening up and even to having political contact and exchanges with whoever is in power in China.  Everybody is realising that this is a process of  democratisation which dates back to 30 years ago and everybody knows that there is no turning back.  But there are certain  parties which are still against the idea of speaking to a communist party.  On that score I can assure you that over here you’ll find complete cooperation from both sides of the House because we all look up to China as a country which has always been very benevolent to and friendly with the Maltese people. One thing which has always impressed us is the fact that in spite of it has the biggest population in the world and Malta is one of the smallest countries they have always treated us as equals.  When I went to China on an official visit we were given the same treatment as if I were the Chancellor of Germany or the President of France. 

One last thing I want to mention is the question of selling to China – I admit that here is where I reveal my ignorance in economic affairs.  I cannot imagine selling to China because as I see it today the problem is the threat of products from China which are flooding European markets because of their competitive prices.  As you know everybody was keen in getting China into the WTO so that there could be some sort of control about prices.  If we can sell to China then I would definitely be one of the first  to applaud whoever finds ways and means of doing it because I simply cannot see how that can be done. 

Rightly so you did mention cultural exchanges.  We do have  a lot of cultural exposure from the Chinese Embassy in Malta. Recently we have had an exhibition of terracotta soldiers which were brought over here from China.  They always fascinate and I think it was in Russia where I saw crowds queuing to see the terracotta warriors’ exhibition.  Anyway, let us look forward to contacts and hope this won’t be your last visit to Malta.   

When you’ll find the opportunity to meet businessmen and people who are in the know, you will definitely find  an ear which is ready to listen and people who are willing to cooperate.  Thank you, Mr Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Hon. Vella.  Of course,  I agree wholeheartedly with what Hon. Vella has just said.  Taking his last point about the cultural aspect I can say that  when we went to Xian to see the terracotta warriors  we met, as a committee, the curator of the Museum of Xian and I asked her to  think about the possibility of sending over parts of the terracotta army to Malta and she considered it very favourably. On my return I had informed our ministry responsible for cultural and subsequently some of the items of the terracotta army were brought over to Malta and exhibited at the Museum of Archeology.  So that is a very practical way of showing how this committee helped to nurture contacts.  

As far as our economy is concerned, I can say that the economy is doing well and that we are on track to join the Eurozone in January of next year.  It wasn’t easy because we had to restructure we had to change a lot of things but the resilience of our people is such that we managed to break the sound barrier by reducing our deficit and even the inflation so that now we are eligible for the Eurozone most probably in January of next year - I wouldn’t say for sure but most probably to be prudent.  

Our fiscal regime is something which we can boast about and it is pertinent for you to remember that just a few months ago Malta obtained a  unique derogation as far as the International Trading Companies (ITC) is concerned.   I am criminal lawyer not a fiscal lawyer so it is not exactly up my street. But I know for a fact that we have managed to obtain a unique derogation as far as ITCs are concerned whereby we have the lowest rate of tax in the European Union.  In fact we are expecting a huge increase of work as regards ITCs in the very near future. This is something which you might take note of and if you discuss it with the Malta Financial Services Authority they will tell you that there is a buzz at the moment. People in this area are very enthusiastic about the fact that we managed to retain this unique derogation.  I think that at the end the rate is about 5% but I stand to be corrected because as I said I am not a fiscal lawyer.

It is very important for you to keep in mind that Malta  is the only European Union country having a double taxation agreement (DTA) with Libya. That is a unique selling point for those companies wanting to invest in North Africa especially with the huge opening up of the Libyan market and the potential that Libya offers. We are witnessing companies from EU countries setting up a subsidiary in Malta before going to Libya because thereby they avail themselves of the DTA.  

Of course, Smartcity - I think you have read or heard about Smartcity - with about $300 million in capital investment is the largest foreign direct investment in Malta  that would generate 5,600 jobs over the next eight years.  There are even penalties if these jobs do not materialise.  It is a very detailed agreement which the  Cabinet has just approved it last week.  We are on track to have the first Smartcity in Europe which will be set by Tecom Investments of Dubai.  I think that shows the advantages  that we have as a country.  

As far as China is concerned, as Hon. Vella rightly pointed out, both Labour governments and Nationalist governments have contiued on the same policy.  For example, we are always in favour of the one China policy.   After reading the “The World is Flat” by Thomas Friedman and after noting the huge changes taking place in China and India, two countries which are making the best of globalisation, I’m very eager to learn, as the Hon Vella has already pointed out,  how we can sell to China.  By the way, I would  like to introduce the Hon. Puli from the government side who is the Chairman of the Social Affairs Committee.  

DUNCAN PESCOD:  Mr Chairman, I have to say that selling into China is rather like selling into any other market, that is, you have to do your research, to identify your products, to identify your target recipients and so on and so forth.  There are huge opportunities there but it is never easy  getting into a new market but from luxury goods to primary products, such as marble and raw materials are being sold into China everyday.  I think that what you need is to do your due diligence to make sure that you have the right partner, to make sure you have the right deal and that your contracts are substantial.  In fact, Hong Kong companies are working very hard and are being successful selling into China.  I think that is one of the examples from which companies from Europe, particularly from Malta, can certainly learn from.  There is a saying that within every crisis there is an opportunity and, let us be frank, unfortunately there is too much  perception that China and India  pose a threat whereas in reality our view has always been that China and India and any other emerging economy actually offers an opportunity.  I think that’s certainly  the way we have always had to adapt because Hong Kong finds itself right on the forefront as our economy can easily be swamped by China but in fact it has succeeded to work with China in a way that it provides an asset for them.  I think that other economies can also learn from that.  

Mr Chairman talked about the double taxation agreement with Libya. This is one of the areas where there might be opportunities with Hong Kong.  At the moment we only have one double taxation agreement with a member state of the European Union, which is Belgium.  We would certainly be interested to look at  these opportunities.  I can say that it is certainly an advantage because no doubt any country looking to get into the China market will look to the best opportunities and anything that facilitates that has got to be to their advantage.  I think you are absolutely right, Mr Chairman, this is exactly the sort of model  that we would be looking for.  

Just a  couple of other comments because to be honest you covered an awful lot of ground.  We would be absolutely delighted if you did have a chance to come out to Hong Kong as a committee.  We would be very interested to follow up on  Hon. Vella’s last visit where I’m sure he saw quite a lot of what was happening then, however, a few years later an awful lot of things have been happening.  So, there is a lot to see and I think that the best way to really understand what the opportunities are is to see them for yourselves. 

One of the areas where we see scope for development is the tourism sector. Again, we have seen the ups and downs over the last few years as it is an industry where you have to constantly refresh and renew your product and this is something which we’ve been doing.  Now we have a Disneyland in Hong Kong, which is the first one in China. You have  to refresh all the time and I think these are the commonalities which the committee could perhaps consider for itself.  

The final point I would like to make is that I genuinely believe that the cultural exchanges that you were talking about add another dimension to  a relationship.  It is easy to talk about the economic and trade relationship but it becomes more substantial when you are talking about cultural exchanges because  you understand a bit more about the territory, about the people and about the context in which trade relations can develop and so we wholeheartedly support that opportunity.  Thank you,  Mr Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Unfortunately I have to wrap up this part of the meeting because now we have to meet the German Ambassador to discuss the priorities of the German Presidency of the EU.   I am all for and I do sincerely promise you our help if and when that is needed even, if need be, to set up contacts or meetings with the Malta Financial Services.  

I do readily  accept the invitation regarding  the invitation to visit Hong Kong.  Of course, I cannot commit myself to a date but I promise you that one of the possible visits which we would like to embark upon in the future is Japan and Hong Kong.  I  wish you all the very best.  

ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  Mr Chairman, let us not forget that this delegation is based in Brussels and so I don’t see why we shouldn’t take the opportunity every now and then, if we’re in Brussels as a delegation or as individual members, to drop into their office to discuss certain issues or problems.  We don’t have to go to Hong kong, even though I wouldn’t mind going there.
DUNCAN PESCOD:  Then come both to Hong Kong and to Brussels.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  I’m just remembering that in April, God willing, we should be visiting the European Union’s institutions in Brussels and so maybe we can combine a meeting with yourself during that visit.  Again I wish you all the best.  

DUNCAN PESCOD:  Mr Chairman, thank you very much and we would certainly welcome an opportunity to see you in Brussels and finally I’d like to say thank you for this opportunity to meet the standing committee.  

LAQGĦA MA’ L-E.T. KARL ANDREAS VON STENGLIN, AMBAXXATUR TAR-REPUBBLIKA FEDERALI TAL-ĠERMANJA F’MALTA DWAR IL-PROGRAMM TA’ ĦIDMA TAL-PRESIDENZA ĠERMANIŻA TA’ L-UNJONI EWROPEA BEJN JANNAR U ĠUNJU 2007

THE CHAIRMAN:  Ngħaddu għat-tielet item fuq l-aġenda li hija l-laqgħa tagħna ma’ l-Eċċellenza Tiegħu l-Ambaxxatur tar-Repubblika Federali tal-Ġermanja f’Malta dwar il-programm ta’ ħidma tal-Presidenza Ġermaniża ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea bejn Jannar u Ġunju ta’ din is-sena.  

Your Excellency, it is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to address the committee on a very important issue.  

I wanted to initiate this practice whereby the ambassador of the country having the Presidency of the EU meets the committee to debate with us the priorities of the respective presidency.

The German Presidency is, of course, very important.  I am very much pleased to note the enthusiasm with which the Chancellor herself has spoken to the European Parliament about the priorities of the German Presidency.  Bluntly, I say that I very much agree with what she said about the reviving of the debate on the constitutional treaty. I think we should use the words “constitutional treaty” and not “constitution” because that puts certain people off in certain countries where certain referenda were held, of course, this is not the only reason because there were other reasons of domestic politics.  The priorities of the German Presidency, for example, with regards to energy, are very topical and very crucial and so I will give you the floor to speak about the priorities of your country’s presidency.  Your Excellency , thank you so much once again.

 E.T. KARL ANDREAS VON STENGLIN:  Thank you so much, Mr Chairman, for inviting me and giving me the opportunity to present and to discuss with you the priorities of our presidency.  It is a great honour to be invited to the Committee for Foreign and European Affairs and I think it is a privilege to be able to speak to parliament and to discuss items regarding future co-operations in the future business in the EU.  There are decisive days, decisive months and decisive years to come.  

We have to adapt to the era and to the time of globalisation. We have to adapt to the fact that Europe, together with the United States, are not anymore the only players. There are more players now.  The most important thing is to create jobs for our children and for our grandchildren and to ensure that our standard of living is maintained and remains competitive in relation to other emerging countries and regions. Europe has to play an important role, not only an economic role but also a role to promote peace, cooperation and mutual understanding and a role of setting examples of how crisis and problems could be settled peacefully.  Of course, this goes along with close cooperation with the United States of America.  Everybody knows that at the moment I think the voice of Europe has become stronger even if that is not so easy. We are playing an important role but, of course, we alone are not able to solve the problems.  As you know, sometimes quarrels arise and we need to end the quarrels by peaceful means and to have good discussions and excellent cooperation not only with the main players but with every country in the world.   

We have a long and holistic programme but I will concentrate on those items which are of particular interest to Malta and I hope I will do it in a proper way.  I will keep out any complexities that would perhaps require a long discussion.  I am not an expert and therefore I will have to refer to the documents we prepared.  Together with my colleagues I had an excellent meeting with our Chancellor for a briefing and she is really an enthusiast because she is a newcomer. She knows what Europe means because she lived under the communist rule till the unification of Germany and so she knows certain things better than anybody else.  She has a very constructive and a very proactive approach to things. We have to solve problems but we can only solve them together by being tolerant and by accepting other mentalities and  other ideas. 

The programme of the German Federal Government builds on the work of the Finnish Presidency and takes account of the Commission’s Strategic Work Programme for 2007. It gives a rough overview of the numerous scenes and projects and supplies information for the specific priorities of Germany’s Presidency.  The presentation will also concentrate on subjects of specific Maltese interest.  German’s Presidency is to start off the trio presidency of three successive presidencies, that is, the German, the Portuguese and the Slovenian presidencies, which will be followed - and that is also very important -  by the French, Czech and Swedish presidencies which will prepare for the 2009 European elections.

On the 1st of January, Germany assumes as well as the rotating presidency of the G8 for one year.  The motto of the G8 Presidency is growth and responsibility.  Apart from economic policy priorities, there will be further topics such as Africa, climate change and energy. 

The starting point for the German Presidency is on the 25th March when there will be the commemoration of the signing of the Treaty of Rome 50 years ago.  This is the centrepiece of our presidency.  The Berlin Declaration will be an opportunity for the EU leaders to reaffirm their commitment to Europe’s values and ambitions and to confirm their shared commitment to deliver them.  The solemn and short appeal is meant to give a new push and to give a soul to the European idea.  Europe can only be strong if it presents a united effort filled with fresh courage.  Therefore, the slogan of our programme is: Europe succeeding together.  The Treaty of Rome and the end of the division of Europe 33 years later mark an unprecedented success story.  The Union of 27 member states unites the European continent in peace.  It guarantees a level of prosperity and stability previously unknown in the history of the continent and of the world at large.   

A stimulation of the constitutional process as a base of consolidation and future integration of Europe is needed.  The draft of the constitutional treaty provides for internal reforms necessary to ensure the viability and the efficiency of the EU.  To be successful we need a fresh support from the governments and, above all, from its citizens. The Lisbon Strategy for growth and jobs is addressing the challenge of preserving the European way of life and social model.  The member states have to show determination in implementing the national reform programmes elaborated on the basis of this strategy. It has to do a lot of the ongoing discussion on the role of the Euro and you will be following the discussions in France and also in Brussels about the importance of keeping the Euro as the quality mark of our economies and to guarantee the monetary stability, which, for us Germans is also important for economic success.  I think that we learnt our lesson because we had too big inflations in Germany which not only ruined the state and the economic system but also paved the way free for Adolf Hitler.  We had faced the economic degradation process.  

A secure economically viable and environment-friendly energy supply is crucial for Europe’s future development.  Threats of international terrorism, international organised crime, drug and human trafficking and peace in the Middle East have to be tackled jointly. I will come to these different points later on. The common foreign security policy expects peace in the Middle East as a pre-condition for stability in Europe and so more cooperation with the Middle East is needed.  The Middle East Quartet made up of the United Nations, the European Union, the United States of America and Russia has to be revitalised and the first steps are already taking place.  During the German Presidency, the cooperation with Euro-Med partners has to be continued with dedication and as a priority in the light of the two European dimensions which are the Eastern and the Southern ones.  

So, to summarise the work programme, our main topics are the EU constitutional treaty, the preparation of the Berlin Declaration, economic dynamism and  social responsibility, the Lisbon Strategy, energy security and environment protection, justice  and home affairs and last, but not least, the common foreign policy and security policy.

Now I come to the constitutional treaty process. We have agreed upon a draft constitutional treaty framework for a value oriented and socially just Europe, more civil rights and peace cooperation in the areas of justice and home affairs, clearer division of responsibilities between the EU and member states, the principle  of subsidiarity,  greater participation by national parliaments and by the European Parliament and stronger foreign and security policy.  We have to keep the essence of the draft constitution although we do not necessarily have to call it a constitution.  The draft constitution will be an effort of infusing more democracy into Europe which is very important.  I mean, it is the people who really count in the democratic representation and so more efficiency and more transparency are needed.  Such an agreement on the basic rights and structures of the EU will be a pre-condition for any further expansion on the present Union of 27 members. I think this applies to every candidate and not only to Turkey.  

The German Presidency was given the task to hold in-depth consultations with new member states on the subject of drafting the Berlin Declaration and on the constitutional treaty. Regarding the latter, our aim that at the end of our Presidency we hand over a report containing a road map to the European Council. In this difficult consultation process we have to foremost rely on the proposals and ideas of those member states who have rejected or not ratified the treaty. The future presidencies are committed to ensure that the necessary agreements of all member states to the reform be taken during the second half of 2008 at the latest. That is important because we need to prepare the European Parliament election as well as to pave the way for the new Commission’s mandate in 2009.   

Europe can only bring its weight to bear if it is economically powerful. We must mobilise existing resources, systematically boost growth and employment and promote a programme of a Europe of knowledge by stepping up investment in education and vocational training and research and development.  In this way, we will be able to safeguard our economic future and reach sustainability of our social systems which is also an important aspect.  Monetary - and I will come back to the Euro - stability is a key factor for competitiveness.  The planned Euro introduction in Malta in 2008 is a further step towards this goal.  The Presidency will ensure that thorough and rapid conversion examinations are concluded. For Malta, my Chancellor’s advice applies:  Just do it like Slovenia .  

Foreign investments in Malta, especially the numerous and advanced Germans SMEs, are already supporting Malta in its modernisation process towards more competitiveness, better jobs and the Euro.  Two further sectors of particular importance for Malta will be addressed by the presidency, that is, tourism as a growth industry will be tackled through a special ministerial conference in May in Berlin or Potsdam, and the high level conference on maritime policy which is planned to promote growth and employment while protecting the marine environment for which a concrete date has not yet been fixed.  In both fields Malta can profit and contribute significantly by its experience.  

Now I come to the social dimension of Europe.  Europe represents more than economic efficiency and market economy.  Economic interests alone are not terminative but need to be rated carefully against social environment and cultural goals.  Joining forces for a social Europe and for a social world is the European motto.   Three main topics have been identified.  A ministerial conference on the future of the European social model will be organised.  Concrete examples will be used to highlight the complementarity and successful machine of economic employment and social policy.  Germany will also use the G8 Presidency to bring up the social dimension beyond Europe.  

The second aspect is the quality of jobs in a rapidly changing world where qualified, healthy and motivated employees are needed to do their jobs in good places of work.  In supporting the creation of better jobs, the presidency is in line with the goals of the Lisbon Strategy. This entails fair wages, employment rights, family friendly organisation of work and further and better education.   We shall stress the family friendly organisation which will incorporate more people in the productive process and will give a boost to the income of the families.

The third aspect includes the European occupational health and safety regulations.  The presidency is keen to ensure that the implementation of these regulations is optimised by means of evaluation.  For instance, have the goals of individual regulations been wisely chosen?  Are they given enough scope to act?  Are tools employed to the regulations? Are they suitable for attaining the positive impact desired in the occupational practice? The presidency will drive forward the simplification of existing legislation.  A Europe of knowledge remains our common goal and this is needed to create good jobs.  Germany will join forces with the Commission to launch a conference for a programme for life-long learning which will take place in May in Berlin.  This aspect is of particular importance for Malta which is currently restructuring and modernising its economy resulting in a high demand for new qualifications.  

I come now to the energy policy and environment protection aspects of the programme. First of all we have to deal with the energy policy.  This month the European Commission proposed a comprehensive package of measures to establish a new energy policy for Europe to combat climate change and boost EU energy security and competitiveness.  The German Presidency hopes that an ambitious energy action plan can be adopted at a European Council meeting in March.  The EU can achieve that only if it acts together with one voice.  Malta’s dependency on oil importation for energy and water production makes it vulnerable. Renewable energy and energy efficiency can contribute to a solution.   Malta has immense potential in solar energy.  The effect of renewable energies on the German labour market has been recently published in a study and it is very promising for the creation of more and better jobs. We see energy security as a chance to enhance the European neighbourhood policy as a mutually fruitful level playing partnership will open new political and economic dimensions for our neighbouring states, particularly in the south. Africa is an important source of energy for Europe and that is a fact which plays an important role in the EU consideration, for Europe and specifically for Malta.  

The promotion of environment and climate protection is of vital importance.  Malta is a small island state with a high density of population and so we have to look at environmental issues especially the consequences of climate change. Climate protection must be intensified worldwide and the EU must continue to play a pioneer role.  Environment protection is often considered as a cost factor but the markets of the future are green. It is already proved in the German economy that it is a very lucrative and growing sector of our economy.  It will provide growth and employment.  Europe is enhanced to remain a leader in environmental technologies.  Recently Germany published a memorandum on ecological industry policy.  The presidency plans to launch an initiative in this field. Specific areas are also interesting for Malta, such as, energy generation power station technologies, energy efficiency technologies, recycling and waste management technologies, mobility and transport technologies, water and waste water technologies, environment systems engineering, life sciences, nanotechnology, eco-design and bio-plastic/bio-refinery.  Therefore, the German Embassy in Malta is organising an exhibition and a seminar in March on some of these topics.  We will invite you if you are interested.

Now I come to the very important area of justice and home affairs.  European citizens expect the EU to take decisive action to preserve freedom and security, especially in the fight against terrorism and organised crime.  The goal is to improve security, strengthen civil rights and generate more legal certainty for citizens and the business sector.  At an informal meeting of EU ministers two weeks ago a plan was presented to convene a high level advisory group to draft recommendations for European Home Affairs Policy starting in 2010, that is, when the The Hague Programme ends.  The group consists of six ministers of current and upcoming trio presidencies, that is, Germany, Portugal, Slovenia, France, Czech Republic and Sweden, the Vice President of the European Commission and research experts as required.  The targets are to increase the Council’s efficiency, approve or simplify existing EU regulations, address the issue of greater cooperation and to give more discretion to member states and its citizens.   

Another priority of the presidency is to strengthen Europol and co-operation between national police forces. Germany will work to incorporate into the EU framework the Treaty of Prum which now has seven member states to enhance cross-border cooperation and, in particular, to combat terrorism, cross-border crime and  irregular immigration.  The presidency will work hard for a form of cooperation between all security authorities involved in the establishment of modern database and surveillance in member states.  High priority will also be given to the effective protection of the Union external borders, for example, the implementation of the advanced state-of-the-art Schengen Information System together with the extension of the Schengen area.  We are welcoming Malta’s recent willingness to join the common information system as stipulated in the Prum Agreement.

Now I come to FRONTEX. The presidency will work to strengthen the European external border agency, FRONTEX.  Member states must provide the agency with enough personnel to allow long-term deployment of joint teams.  A pool of border police experts is to be formed at FRONTEX.  FRONTEX, in close co-operation with member states, has to play a more specific role to help countries, for example Malta, in coping with the growing burden of irregular immigration.  Support by FRONTEX and other member states has to be tailor-made and in the case of Malta it has to take into account the smallness of the country and the resources as well as the fact that it bears responsibility for a search and rescue area which is vast in proportion to its territory.  Malta has the largest influx per capita in the Union.  Wolfgang Schauble, our German Minister of the Interior, in an interview said:  

“This is a European problem which should be addressed in a European way.   It is not fair for a small country such as Malta to be left alone and we are going to do our utmost to provide more assistance.  We plan to do this through FRONTEX.”  

A coherent policy must include development and humanitarian cooperation, poverty eradication measures and the re-admission obligations of country of origin and transit by revitalising the Cotonou Agreement.  Migrant integration is a prerequisite for peaceful co-existence of people with different national, linguistic and religious background.  Germany wants to move forward to develop a European coherent approach to integration policy and to intensify the exchange of experience in this area.  One focal point is dialogue with Islam where Malta has great experience.

I now come to the foreign and security policy. A peaceful solution of the       Kosovo issue based on the expected Ahtisaari proposals is of utmost importance. National elections have produced a mixed picture and while the radicals have turned out to be the strongest party, the democratic forces, that is, the moderates plus minority parties are the winners and can form a government.  Like Malta, Germany will support the on-going accession negotiations with Croatia.  Stabilisation of the Western Balkans depends heavily on upholding the prospect of EU accession and this is the only way of roping them in so as to make this region of Europe a region of peace.  In the meantime, the negotiations on the EU’s Stabilisation and Association Agreement with Serbia, Montenegro, and Bosnia and Herzegovina could be concluded during the German Presidency.  The prospects for further expansion of the EU towards Western Balkans and Turkey is linked to Europe implementing the reform agenda as orally agreed upon by 18 member states, that is ,the ratification of the  constitutional treaty.

European neighbourhood policy plays an important role in promoting stability and democracy in the South and East of the EU.  The German Presidency planned to take the initiative and submit concrete proposals emphasising the need for closer cooperation with Russia and the Southern Mediterranean countries to promote peace, stability and prosperity in these regions.  Germany and Portugal work closely together in preparing a varied programme of Euro-Med activities.  First, there will be a conference on networking for employment and social dialogue in the Euro-Med region which will take place in March.  The main issue for the Euro-Med partners are the high number of unemployed young people and social instability.  Secondly, there will be a conference on energy efficiency and renewable energies which will probably be held in April in Berlin.  Like Russia, Africa is one of the leading suppliers of energy. The pre-conditions in the Mediterranean region regarding renewable areas are good.  The main focus will be on the importance of energy for economic development, the improvement in the quality of life and the creation of export opportunities.  Another aspect is the EU-Mediterranean parliament which will take place in May or June in Berlin.  The Lebanon conflict and daily life of the Middle East region show the necessity and importance of a common understanding and the need for a rapid solution including that concerning the social aspect.  The Euro-Mediterranean media conference will probably be held in June in Berlin where the indispensability of responsible news coverage will be addressed.  

The Presidency will ensure that the EU will continue to work effectively on its common foreign and security policy to support global peace and stability, in particular, in cooperation with the UN and the US.  In the different crisis area of Asia and Africa, the Presidency will work towards further stabilisation of the situation in Palestine and Lebanon.  The Middle East Quartet will be meeting next week.  Enhancing co-operation with Arab nations is of great importance and Malta’s proposal for an institutional framework has to be seen in that context.  The Presidency will elaborate proposals on intensifying its partnership with the Gulf Cooperation Council.  Particularly in the field of conflict prevention Germany will work to strengthen the role of the African Union.  The Presidency will also work hard to strengthen the transatlantic relations on the political and economic stage.  Also a summit with the United States and another one with Canada will be held.  The German Presidency will continue to develop the political and economical dimension of Europe’s relation with Asia.  The focal topics of the Japan Summit will be regional cooperation in North Asia, including North Korea. The Presidency will drive forward the EU-Africa Strategy in consultation with African partners.  The focus of the presidency will be on initiatives in the field of energy, governance, HIV/AIDS, development and migration, which is another important area to be addressed.  

The EU intends to incorporate its vision of sustainable, efficient and just economic and social order into the process of shaping globalisation.  What makes Europe particularly strong is the quality and diversity of its member states.  In the EU, small and large countries are willing to join hands to cooperate on an equal footing. From time to time some may feel more equal than others. Experience shows that there is a similarity to how good families function.  For every situation you have to find good friends and allies in the form of a geometrie variable.   

It is a vast programme but do not worry because it involves a number of years and many succeeding EU presidencies. United we are strong. Thank you, Mr Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Ambassador, thank you for the very comprehensive but incisive overview of a long list of priorities.  One has to admit that it is a presidency which has set very high standards and ambitions.  I am quite confident that it will be a successful presidency.  If there are traits in the German people, these are discipline and hard work and so I have no doubt that at the end of the presidency we will be able to comment upon a very successful German presidency.   

I will just speak briefly about some points and then I will ask my colleagues to intervene.  I do believe that we need a very much stronger European Union presence in the Middle East.  It is only fair, natural and unavoidable that there has to be a strong US presence and influence  in the Middle East but, I believe,  that has to be balanced with a very strong European Union presence.  I think in the past few years Europe could have done more to assert its authority or rather lend its voice to the Middle East.  We all know that the European Union has handed out huge sums of money in that region.  In fact, it is the largest donor to the Palestinian territories but I have learned that many times money alone is not enough.   

As regards Turkey, were there any recent developments about the membership negotiation process of Turkey?  I say this whilst making it very clear that I do believe that the criteria should be the same for every country and that each country should be judged on its own merits and if it requires years for the country to reach those criteria, so be it.

Climate change is a very important subject. It’s a worrying subject and it should worry us even more as a small country.  We will be the first, or amongst the first countries, to receive the brunt of warmer climates in the years to come.  If certain reports which have been published very recently turn out to be true, then in the next 30 years my country will face drastic problems as our tourist resorts and coastal areas will be under one or two metres of sea!  I would humbly put forward the suggestion, unless it has already been contemplated, to try and involve parliamentarians from the 27 countries on a seminar or conference debating climate change and what we have to do, at grass roots level, to prepare ourselves as much as possible to avoid or minimise the risks.  

I believe that parliamentarians tend to be closer to the people, especially in small countries like ours, and I think we need to create an awareness because I very much doubt how many of our citizens - I’ll be very blunt about it – in Europe are conscious about the real risks that we are running.  

As regards immigration this Committee appreciates very much the comments made by Minister Schauble when he specifically mentioned Malta when he referred to the negative effects irregular immigration.  I do believe that Europe could have done more to help Malta as regards burden-sharing.  We have managed as a country - and this is credited to our persistent diplomatic efforts - to convince the European Union to even debate it at summit level, that is, at prime ministerial level. But as regards burden-sharing I have this comment to make: from words to action there’s an ocean in between and certain countries, whilst speaking very favourably on solidarity, when it comes to the nitty-gritty they left very much to be desired and so I do reiterate our sincere appreciation for Germany’s hand of goodwill and concrete solidarity by accepting a good number of refugees from Malta.  There were only a few countries which have lent this hand of friendship and showed real solidarity and I only hope that other countries who speak so platonically about solidarity do put this concept into concrete reality.  Now I ask the Hon. Vella for his comments.

ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  Mr Chairman, may I start from the outset by thanking His Excellency for a very comprehensive and detailed account of what one expects from the German Presidency. I have in front of me the Council’s document for the 18-month programme of the German, Portuguese and Slovenian presidencies. I have been saying for a long time that it would be a very wise move to plan ahead, not simply for six months but for 18 months, because it has been shown over and over again that in spite of all the goodwill and the vast programmes laid out by each successive presidency, six months is a short time indeed. If it’s the first part of the year you’ve got the post-Christmas period and then you go into summer. If it is the second part you go to the summer holidays and at the end there will be the Christmas period.  So I think that planning ahead for three consecutive presidencies is very wise and this also makes us reflect on how wise was the article in the constitutional treaty in the sense that there should be a presidency which goes on for about two and a half years because it gives you continuity and consistency.  I am saying all this with all good intentions because I’m quite sure - and I might sound negative on this - that no presidency can actually fulfil all that there is in the programme.  It can only push it a step or two further but it cannot possibly fulfil all the promises.  That is where continuity comes in, because this is a process started by the German Presidency that it can be passed on to the Portuguese, Slovenian and hopefully even to the French presidencies when we’ll come to the crucial period where decisions have to be taken and results will have to be delivered.  As you rightly pointed out, Mr Ambassador, 2009 is not all that far away and that means that the European parliamentary elections will be looming and things will have to be decided upon.  

I think that the biggest problem that the German Presidency will have to face is to start again the discussion on the constitutional treaty.  I sincerely hope that things will take a concrete turn for the better because I was one of the members on the convention and I followed the period of reflection but honestly speaking - and I’ve said this over and over again in many places - I don’t think that there was a real period of reflection.  There was a period when everybody said his part but nothing really materialised and up to this moment in time I regret to say that there is still nothing concrete on the horizon.  There are opinions by, for example, Andrew Duff, Jo Lienen, Voggenhuber, Jacques Delors and Sarkozy, but we don’t have any idea of what is going to happen.  It’s very important to emphasise the fact that this is something that we, as Maltese Socialists, have underlined from the very beginning, my colleagues can bear me out, that it is something which is signed by countries but not by the people and you can never dream of getting out of a constitution whereas in the constitution treaty there is provision that a country can get out.  Therefore, I think that when we talk of a treaty we’ll even make inroads amongst the French people and possibly even among the Dutch people because they were afraid, especially of clause 9, that it’s going to be above the constitution.

People are looking forward with hope that there will be a good push forward and, honestly, I’m not saying this because we’re talking with the German Ambassador. I don’t hesitate to say that the British Presidency was a disappointment. This was also said no different terms in the European Parliament.  In my opinion, the Finnish have done a good job and I look forward to the German Presidency.  

We’re talking about declarations, solidarity, sustainability, accountability and security but this is just a string of words which have to be exchanged into concrete action because today people in Europe are waiting for results.  We hope that the fact that unemployment is not controlled yet and the fact that the threat of globalisation is still on the horizon will not result in 2009 being one of those years when we see a further reduction in the commitment of people to choose their representatives in the European Parliament.

I was very much interested, even before I heard your Excellency, about the concept of talking about a European social model.  Let’s admit it, the European social model does not exist. I mean there is the British model, there is the Scandinavian model, there is the German model and if we eventually come to a situation where we can approximate these different social models, I think it will be very much in the interest and to the benefit of European citizens, because problems are created when people move from one system to the other.  It’s interesting to know that the Social Party’s Congress that took place in Porto some weeks ago was speaking of a new social Europe and that work was drawn up by Rasmussen and Jacques Delors and it made a lot of emphasis about the concept of flexicurity, which means that there has to be flexibility and at the same time there has to be security for people when it comes to jobs.

My colleague did speak about Turkey and  my question is, I’m being a bit blunt about this: how does Germany feel about discussing or dealing with Turkey considering the large number of Kurds in Germany and the big contribution that these people played way back in the 50’s and 60’s to build up Germany’s economy?  

I was very much interested to hear you talk about the possibility of further research in solar and wind energy.  I know that at the moment Germany is one of the leading European countries as far as photovoltaic technology is concerned and we will be very much interested to know more about that.  Up to now we have made use of simple heat transfer as far as solar technology is concerned but we have not as yet benefited from the new technology which, I’m informed, is much more productive and is probably less expensive.  

With regards to illegal migration we have  to repeat again and again that this is a big problem for our country and we look forward for help from other countries.  Honestly, I’m very much relieved to hear Mr Schauble’s latest comments about illegal migration because previous comments were not much to our liking.  

I would like to hear what the Presidency is planning to do to make the European Union a counterweight to the United States policy in the Middle East. In the document published for the Presidency one speaks about policy in the Middle East, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan and obviously relations with the Unites States of America.  I think it’s time that the European Union stops playing second fiddle to the Unites States policy in the Middle East. I think that now is the time to start working on this when the EU presidency is held by a big country like Germany and in another year’s time by France.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Hon. Vella. I invite Hon. Puli for his comments.

ONOR. CLYDE PULI:  Thank you Your Excellency for such an extensive and comprehensive overview. As the Chairman said it is a very ambitious programme indeed.  I am not commenting on all the programme of course and I do agree on most of the points made by my colleagues, especially the one concerning immigration.  We would like to keep stressing the point we are the most densely populated country in Europe and so the problem is even bigger for us and so any help would be very much appreciated.

Like the Hon Vella, my main concern is about the European social model.  I’m also of the belief that it’s not really such a cohesive model - if I can put it that way - and I think it can never be.  So, we can only try to work approximations to the Scandinavian model or to the British model but it’s a question of north, south, east and west.  Of course, we can work on the common values but we also have a lot of interpretations of those values which are no commonly shared.  So when we’re talking about pushing forward this Europe of knowledge, we have to find various ways of how we can be innovative to make family life and careers more compatible.  Also to find a way of not forgetting those who cannot get into the knowledge loop because our concern is that we might end up with quite a large number of people becoming permanently unemployed.  Having illiterate people in a highly skilled society means a bigger chance of them being left behind and I think that this should be discussed during Germany’s Presidency.  

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. I now invite Hon. Herrera for his comments.

ONOR. JOSE’ HERRERA:  Your Excellency, I listened attentively to what you had to state and I also listened attentively to what my colleagues had to say.  I dare say that much of what I had to state has already been stated but I fully concur with what my colleague, the Hon. Vella stated, in the sense that a presidency of six months seems too short a period when one considers the numerous subjects which are in the programme for the German Presidency. 

What I would like to ask is this: is this a programme or a list?  Is this an exhaustive programme on what the presidency intends to implement or is it just a list of those subjects which it intends to prioritise?  I would say it’s more like a programme, and so I would like to ask: which items will Germany prioritise?  For example, when the Americans are debating the electoral manifesto in a presidential campaign they always prioritise one, two or three main items.  In practice it’s good to have a large programme and an exhaustive agenda but in order to realize long-term benefits I think it is essential to prioritise certain issues.  

I think that the main issue which Europe as a body should tackle at the moment is climate warming.  This subject has been at the top of the international agenda and now, as if we have been hit by a calamity, the subject has been transferred from the technical forum to the political forum.  Therefore, it now seems that we need a common policy on this issue.  Although it is not a problem that we’ll be facing tomorrow or the day after tomorrow, I think that the European Union should strive to have a common policy on this issue.  

Another point I would like to make is on the issue of irregular immigration.  You mentioned the intention of tackling this issue basically through FRONTEX.  But what can FRONTEX do by itself?  What can FRONTEX do if there are people in the middle of the sea trying to cross from Africa to a country in Europe or while they are in the territory of Malta?  I don’t think it can actually deport or push back the people to their country of origin.  Thus I fail to agree with the concept that the way to tackle illegal immigration is basically and primarily through FRONTEX.  I know that FRONTEX is important even if just to make its presence felt as a deterrent.  

I think that the European Union, as a powerful body of almost half a billion people, should try to come into some bilateral or multilateral repatriation agreement with the countries of origin.  Malta is finding this very difficult by itself.  We’ve been trying to negotiate a bilateral agreement with the Libyan government for long years now but to no avail.  Other countries stronger than us, such as Italy, have succeeded.  Lately we visited Italy and a prominent Italian politician told us that they have succeeded. Perhaps Italy succeeded because it is stronger than Malta and so it looks like Malta needs the help of the European Union in order to secure this kind of treaties.  

From an economic aspect I think that the European Union should invest in capital projects in the countries from where illegal immigrants originate. Sometimes illegal immigration is more of a symptom than the illness itself and so I think that the European Union should focus on the illness and not merely on the symptom.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you so much, Hon.  Herrera.  So if there aren’t any more comments I invite His Excellency to react to these remarks.
E.T. KARL ANDREAS VON STENGLIN: I have to ask for forgiveness because plenty of important questions have been raised on issues which have been discussed for a long time not only since Germany started its presidency.   

Irregular immigration has to be seen in the context of development and in the context of the re-admission agreement, specifically in the light of the Cotonou Agreement which is not functioning. We live on illegal immigration.  Europe has been a continent involved in migration from the beginning and not only during the era of industrialisation.  Under the Finnish Presidency we have contributed by enhancing the process of deliberations with the countries of origin or with the countries of transit, like Libya. We have contributed to the Tripoli Conference and to the preparatory conference held in Malta. To a certain extent it was a success because for the first time the Libyans, at least, accepted a certain responsibility. This is a process of convincing Libya to have a better relationship with the EU and to have a development policy with the African Union, an approach which in the past proved to be a problem.  

In my opinion, I think that we have to find better ways and means to enhance the economic capacities and the private sector plays an important role because it creates jobs and programmes which integrate the young generation who have no jobs or who are fleeing the countries because they need to have an income to survive.   Perhaps we have to contemplate the idea to bring African countries closer to the southern borders of Europe by building roads and by enhancing the infrastructure so as to have a good transport system across the Sahara and thus new markets would be opened in Europe for African goods.  I know that all this would take some time. FRONTEX is an agency to help overcome the immediate problem of a country like Malta but FRONTEX is not the political arm of the European Union.  I referred to the necessity of having a tailor-made solution for Malta and by this I mean a solution which concentrates on Malta because its problems are different from those of Italy.  Italy has its own agenda but Malta must be supported and I think that Germany will do its part to help Malta do a better job next season. Of course, I cannot promise but I know that there are people in Germany who want to help Malta in this urgent need.  Mr Altmaier, who is the Parliamentary Secretary in Dr Schauble’s Ministry, was here to prepare the ground and I am quite hopeful that at least there will be a more concrete approach to this problem vis-à-vis Malta.  

Climate warming will also be the key issue of the G8 Summit in June.  We are expecting our minister for environment protection to come to Malta on the 24th of March and he is a very active and prominent person in the global movement for the protection of the environment.  Perhaps we should organise a meeting.  He is one of the key figures on international environment protection and he is a man of great knowledge and great personality.  As far as I know the proposals of the Commission in this regard are very clear in the sense that the emissions are to be reduced by 20% in the next years and alternative energy resources are to be developed.  In this field Germany plays a leading role and with the variety of companies operating in Malta and with the sun that you have here there is a chance for creating jobs in this sector.  In fact, we have a company in Malta which carries out research in this sector.  I believe that we should continue to improve our relationship in this research.  The role of our industry in Malta is very important but nobody talks about it.  We have to raise the profile of these companies because they are very innovative and they are playing an important role in supporting MCAST.  I have just started my job here and I hope that the outcome will be interesting for you and for the Maltese.  

I was also asked about the European social model.  Yes, of course, it’s a dream. What I can say is that you can have a productive company only if you have a good team and you motivate them.  I know that we can differ in some aspects but you have to care for a good labour atmosphere and for a good relationship between entrepreneurs and labour. In this aspect German companies give an excellent example.  I refer, for instance, to Playmobil.  European colleagues are going to pay a visit to this company and we will concentrate to raise more awareness in the public over here as far as the environmental aspects are concerned.  This company is doing a good job here in terms of environment protection as it has a waste management system that saves on energy.  I know that it’s the beginning but the people learn more by good examples than through training or political decisions.  

I was also asked about the presidency of the trio.  I believe this is a very wise move to implement the fundamental idea of continuity in the successful implementation of a programme of work without a constitutional treaty.  I think this is functioning in an excellent manner. There is an intense cooperation going on with our Portuguese and Slovenian friends who will then hand over to the French, Swedish and Czechs.  This kind of activity already forms a nucleus of continuity and efficient cooperation.  

Let me finish by referring to the case of Turkey. You know that we have a coalition government and there are different views, however, one thing is clear:  it will be an open-ended discussion as far as the negotiations of the accession of Turkey are concerned.  I could say that it is very clear to the majority of the Germans that Turkey is an important partner.  You referred to the Kurds but we also have excellent Turkish entrepreneurs and labourers.  Integration is not so much of a problem in Germany as it is for France with the North Africans.  We also have to view the relationship between the Middle East and the European Union which is important but without the help of Turkey it won’t be possible.  It is a long process for Turkey to adapt to the modern world and we have to exert a certain pressure and we have to help them to overcome the obstacles of joining the EU but we cannot cut the links.  I think that some countries in the European Union are not respecting the tradition of the European policy towards accession countries like Turkey.  We hope to go back to a serious and constructive role whereby the European Union will bring Turkey closer to it so that one day Turkey will join the European Union.

ONOR. GEORGE VELLA: With your permission, Mr Chairman, I honestly wouldn’t like His Excellency to leave this meeting with the impression that we don’t appreciate very deeply the role that German industry has played in the initialization of our country’s industry which started in the 1970s.   I don’t know how much you’ve been around since you’ve been here, but the relationship between Germany and Malta has been consistently quoted as an example of what a country can do in another country as far as investment is concerned.  We have had investment in Malta from German enterprises since 1970 and they all grew from strength to strength and they still, as you rightly pointed out, contribute very solidly to the economy of our country.  This is an example of how things should be and we speak highly of this relationship which started 30 years ago and which is still going very strong.

Only recently I came to know of this company which is doing research and which is employing about  80 people.  In fact, it is applying the principle of running it by Maltese management but obviously being guided by people in Germany.  I don’t know the name of this company but I know that one of the previous ambassadors, Dr Martin Florin, was involved.  Thank you very much.

E.T.  KARL ANDREAS VON STENGLIN:  With your permission Mr Chairman, I mean that there is awareness but the general public and the media do not have a high profile of the role of German investment over here and I think that this would also help Malta in raising its profile even for the purposes of consumption.  For instance, one of the companies engaged 20 handicapped people on its production line and they are very happy and working well.  It took some time but it worked and I believe that this kind of social engagement is really important.  Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much Your Excellency for this constructive and instructive meeting. As regards the environment ministers’ meeting in Malta I would relish a meeting between the Committee with the German Minister if his programme allows. I can tell you that we’re very much interested in meeting him.  Hopefully this year we’ll have the visit to Germany by Maltese parliamentarians to reciprocate the visit by the German parliamentarians as part of the activities of the parliamentary friendship groups.  I have insisted very much that this reciprocal visit takes place very soon.  I think that we have covered all the terrain.   I thank you once again.

Fit-8.40 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data oħra. 
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