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PREŻENTAZZJONI TA’ KARTI

THE CHAIRMAN (L-Onor Jason Azzopardi):  Qed nippreżenta lill-Kumitat għadd ta’ riżoluzzjonijiet li ġew adottati mill-Parlament Ewropew:
 Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill rigward il-konklużjoni tal-Ftehima dwar il-Koperazzjoni Xjentifika u Teknoloġika bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u r-Repubblika tal-Korea (COM(2006)0422 – C6-0438/2006 – 2006/0141(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0013 adottata fl-1 ta’ Frar 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar il-proposta għal regolament tal-Kunsill dwar il-konklużjoni tal-Ftehima ta’ Sħubija fis-settur tas-sajd bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u r-Repubblika tal-Gabon (COM(2006)0454 – C6-0303/2006 – 2006/0156(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0017 adottata fl-1 ta’ Frar 2007;
 Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar "Il-promozzjoni ta" dieta tajba għas-saħħa u ta’ l-attività fiżika: Dimensjoni Ewropea għall-prevenzjoni tal-ħxuna, l-obeżità u l-mard kroniku" (2006/2231(INI))P6_TA-PROV(2007)0019 adottata fl-1 ta’ Frar 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew b'rakkomandazzjonijiet lill-Kummissjoni dwar il-perjodi ta' preskrizzjoni f’tilwim transkonfinali li jinvolvi korriment personali u aċċidenti fatali (2006/2014(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0020 adottata fl-1 ta’ Frar 2007;
 Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar ir-relazzjonijiet ta' l-EU mal-Gżejjer tal-Paċifiku - Strateġija għal sħubija msaħħa (2006/2204(INI))P6_TA-PROV(2007)0022 adottata fl-1 ta’ Frar 2007; 

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew b'rakkomandazzjonijiet lill-Kummissjoni dwar l-istatut tal-kumpanija privata Ewropea (2006/2013(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0023 adottata fl-1 ta’ Frar 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar Strateġija tematika għar-riċiklaġġ ta' l-iskart (2006/2175(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0030 adottata fit-13 ta’ Frar 2007;

 
Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar l-użu allegat ta' pajjiżi Ewropej mis-CIA għat-trasport u d-detenzjoni illegali ta' priġunieri (2006/2200(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0032 adottata fl-14 ta’ Frar 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar il-bidla fil-klima P6_TA-PROV(2007)0038 adottata fl-14 ta’ Frar 2007;

 Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar is-SWIFT, il-ftehima dwar il-PNR u d-djalogu transatlantiku dwar dawn il-kwistjonijiet P6_TA-PROV(2007)0039 adottata fl-14 ta’ Frar 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar l-implimentazzjoni tal-pjan ta' azzjoni ta' l-UE kontra s-sajd illegali, mhux iddikjarat u mhux irregolat (2006/2225 (INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0044 adottata fil-15 ta’ Frar 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar l-abbozzi ta’ deċiżjonijiet tal-Kummissjoni li jistabbilixxu Dokumenti ta’ Strateġija tal-Pajjiż u Programmi Indikattivi għall-Malasja, il-Brażil u l-Pakistan P6_TA-PROV(2007)0045 adottata fil-15 ta’ Frar 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill dwar il-konklużjoni tal-Ftehima bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u l-Federazzjoni Russa dwar l-iffaċilitar tal-ħruġ ta’ viżi għal żjarat qosra (8780/2006 - COM(2006)0188 – C6-0169/2006 – 2006/0062(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0046 adottata fil-15 ta’ Frar 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill dwar il-konklużjoni ta’ Ftehima bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u l-Federazzjoni Russa dwar l-ammissjoni mill-ġdid (8779/2006 - COM(2006)0191 – C6-0168/2006 – 2006/0064(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0047 adottata fil-15 ta’ Frar 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar id-dimensjoni esterna tal-ġlieda kontra t-terroriżmu internazzjonali (2006/2032(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0050 adottata fil-15 ta’ Frar 2007; 

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar id-djalogu bejn il-Gvern Ċiniż u l-Mibgħuta tad-Dalai Lama P6_TA-PROV(2007)0055 adottata fil-15 ta’ Frar 2007; 

Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew tat-13 ta' Marzu 2007 dwar ir-Rakkomandazzjoni tal-Kummissjoni tat-18 ta’ Ottubru 2005 dwar l-immaniġġjar transkonfinali kollettiv tad-drittijiet ta’ l-awtur u d-drittijiet relatati għal servizzi mużikali online leġittimi (2005/737/EC) (2006/2008(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0064 adottata fit-13 ta’ Marzu 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew ta'  l-14 ta' Marzu 2007 dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill li tawtorizza lill-Istati Membri jirratifikaw, fl-interess tal-Komunità Ewropea, il-Konvenzjoni Konsolidata ta' l-ILO ta' l-2006 dwar ix-Xogħol Marittimu (COM(2006)0288 – C6-0241/2006 – 2006/0103(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0069 adottata fl-14 ta’ Marzu 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew ta' l-14 ta' Marzu 2007 dwar il-konklużjoni tal-Ftehim dwar it-Trasport bl-Ajru bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u l-Istati Membri tagħha, minn naħa, u l-Istati Uniti ta' l-Amerika, minn naħa l-oħra P6_TA-PROV(2007)0071 adottata fl-14 ta’ Marzu 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-15 ta' Marzu 2007 dwar l-azzjoni komunitarja dwar il-provvediment ta' kura tas-saħħa transkonfinali P6_TA-PROV(2007)0073 adottata fil-15 ta’ Marzu 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-15 ta' Marzu 2007 dwar il-kaċċa u l-insib ta' l-għasafar tal-passa waqt ir-rebbiegħa f'Malta P6_TA-PROV(2007)0074 adottata fil-15 ta’ Marzu 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-15 ta' Marzu 2007 dwar ir-relazzjonijiet Ewro-Mediterranji P6_TA-PROV(2007)0075 adottata fil-15 ta’ Marzu 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-15 ta' Marzu 2007 dwar il-ħolqien ta' żona ta' kummerċ ħieles Ewro-Mediterranja (2006/2173(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0076 adottata fil-15 ta’ Marzu 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-15 ta' Marzu 2007 dwar il-konformità tal-proposti leġiżlattivi tal-Kummissjoni mal-Karta tad-Drittijiet Fundamentali: metodoloġija għall-moniteraġġ strett u sistematiku (2005/2169(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0078 adottata fil-15 ta’ Marzu 2007;

Rakkomandazzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew lill-Kunsill tal-15 ta' Marzu 2007 bi proposta dwar il-mandat għal negozjar ta'  Ftehim ta' Assoċjazzjoni bejn l-Unjoni Ewropea u l-Istati Membri tagħha, fuq naħa waħda, u l-pajjiżi ta' l-Amerika Ċentrali fuq in-naħa l-oħra (2006/2222(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0079 adottata fil-15 ta’ Marzu 2007;

 Rakkomandazzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew lill-Kunsill tal-15 ta' Marzu 2007 dwar il-mandat għal negozjati ta' Ftehima ta' Assoċjazzjoni bejn l-Unjoni Ewropea u l-Istati Membri tagħha minn naħa waħda, u l-Komunità Andina u l-pajjiżi membri tagħha, minn naħa l-oħra (2006/2221(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0080 adottata fil-15 ta’ Marzu 2007; u

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-15 ta' Marzu 2007 dwar l-awtoritajiet lokali u l-koperazzjoni għall-iżvilupp (2006/2235(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0083 adottata fil-15 ta’ Marzu 2007.

LAQGĦA MA’ ANTON KOKALJ, CHAIRMAN TAL-KUMITAT GĦALL-AFFARIJIET EWROPEJ TAL-PARLAMENT TAR-REPUBBLIKA TAS-SLOVENJA

THE CHAIRMAN:  Ngħaddu għall-item prinċipali ta’ din is-seduta li hija l-laqgħa ma’ Anton Kokalj, Membru Parlamentari u Chairman tal-Kumitat għall-Affarijiet Ewropej tal-Parlament tar-Repubblika tas-Slovenja, li matulha se niddiskutu l-aġenda tal-Presidenza Slovena ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea li kif jaf kulħadd se tibda f’Jannar li ġej.  

Dear colleague and friend, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you officially and formally to your meeting with our committee.  It’s a meeting which we have been looking forward to since we’re meeting the future presidency country of the EU.  We are looking closely to the Slovenian Presidency for two reasons; because it is the very first of the ten countries which acceded in May 2004, of which Malta was one, to hold the presidency of the EU which is quite an honour and a responsibility and secondly because a relatively small country - not as small as Malta, but a relatively small country – will be assuming the presidency of the EU.  So we can only look with great interest to your plans and to your endeavours for your presidency.  

Just for formality’s sake I will introduce the members present at this meeting.  So on my right is the Hon. Michael Asciak – member of the government who is also the chairman of the National Bio-ethics Committee, on his right is the Hon Joe Falzon from the government who is also the assistant whip while on n my left there is the Hon Joe Mizzi, whip for the opposition and also shadow minister for resources and the infrastructure, and on his left the Hon George Vella, former minister of foreign affairs, presently the shadow minister for European affairs.  So without any further ado, the floor is yours.

ANTON KOKALJ (Chairman tal-Kumitat għall-Affarijiet Ewropej tal-Parlament tar-Repubblika tas-Slovenja):  First of all I would like to thank you very much for your invitation.  It’s an honour and a pleasure for me to visit your parliament as this is the first bilateral official visit between our two parliaments.

I would like to present some topics which are important from our point of view in this period of preparing for the presidency.  We are pleased that the presidency programme was adopted by the European Council.  This is a new model covering an 18-month programme.  The priority tasks of Slovenia’s Presidency are many, in fact, I can find eleven of them but maybe I can expand only on a few of them.  

The most important topic is the debate on the future of Europe.  This is urgent as in the next two years we must decide if we want to go to the elections of 2009 and then move on to the enlargement, especially the approach to the Western Balkans which is also very important.  The next important topic is the intercultural dialogue.  You know that next year has been chosen by the European Commission as the year of intercultural dialogue.  Another topic is energy which in the last year has become a very important for the whole of Europe.  And the final topic which I want to expose is the Lisbon Strategy, especially with regards to the business community.  I think these are the most important topics on our agenda.  

I can only present what we are preparing from the parliamentary side.  Our national assembly decided to prepare the following meetings.  The Troika Meeting will be held on the 20th of February in Ljubljana, the capital city of Slovenia, and then the Conference of Foreign Affairs Committee Chairpersons will be held on the 17th and 18th March and then the COSAC Meeting, which is the biggest event at the parliamentary level, will be held on the 7th and 8th of May of next year.  There will be three other meetings of parliamentary committees but we haven’t decided when they will be held.  I think this decision will be taken by the national assembly this month.  As usual there will be two inter-parliamentary meetings on the Lisbon Strategy and on the future of Europe, however, as the calendar of the European Parliament for 2008 is still not known we cannot say any more about this matter.

With regards to the future of Europe and the constitutional treaty, I must say that Slovenia is ready to seek a solution to the present situation.  For Slovenia it is acceptable to keep the first part of the constitution as it is.  That is the general opinion but we are open to adding something to the third part of the treaty which relates to the common policies, for instance, energy policy, climate change, security regarding terrorism and so on.  We think that we can add and not reduce something.  Things were negotiated in a very hard way during the time before entering the EU and so we are against the so-called procedure of cherry picking.   

We know that we must strengthen the communication with the public.  As a parliamentary body, together with the government, we are visiting schools.  Moreover, together with the other special committees, we organise public sessions on important topics.  This week we will hold two public sessions with the committee for the economy and with the committee for social affairs about the Lisbon Strategy and on the report of the European Commission regarding the present situation in Slovenia. 

We agreed with the European Council about the enlargement. I can say that generally Slovenia supports further EU enlargement because we are sure that the last enlargement was a success.  I think that we agree that nobody opposes this stand.  We consider that the enlargement process regarding the region of the Western Balkans is a sort of stimulation for accelerating their internal reform processes and so we think that this enlargement process should go further.   I think that our position is very similar to that of Malta regarding Turkey.  Slovenia supports future membership of Turkey but we have supported the decision to slow down negotiations for well known reasons.  We have been waiting for the implement the additional protocol by the Turkish side and we hope that this will be done very soon.  Naturally, we also support Croatia’s membership in the EU but at the same time we expect that Croatia will fully adopt all demands, especially, if we are trying to make progress to reach a permanent solution for all outstanding bilateral issues especially on border demarcation where I think we will find the proper solution in the very near future.   

As I mentioned before, Slovenia considers that the European Union perspective for the Western Balkans is important for the region, especially from the peace-keeping point of view.  We know that the situation is not very stable and that depends on various countries.  Generally we support approaching Serbia, but we agree that they must cooperate more with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.  I think that it is necessary for them to cooperate more in this regard and we also expect Serbia to restrain its reaction regarding the new status for Kosovo which I think that this is a very hot potato.

We will encourage intercultural dialogue as we do in the case of social, economic and environmental development.  I think that in Europe at the moment there is a sort of crisis of the basic values of the European Union.  In this society of 27 different cultures we must meet again to discuss these values.  I think this wasn’t under question 50 years ago but things have changed a lot since then and therefore we see this intercultural dialogue as a tool to strengthen the common sense again.  For instance, we think that the role of Malta is very important in this intercultural process because of your very good connections with the Arab world which has a culture and a mentality very different from ours and at the same time you know very well the culture and the way of thinking of the strong members of the European Union such as the United Kingdom.

We must continue with the main strategic orientations particularly in the field of innovation, flexible labour markets, stable market and economic alignment and, especially for Slovenia but also for many other member states, having sustainable public finance for reasons connected directly or indirectly with the Lisbon Strategy.  Moreover, in Slovenia we have the demographic problem which in some other member states is becoming more acute.

 I think that all of us agree that we must do more regarding climate change and the supply of energy, especially because of our dependency on other countries of Europe which are not members of the European Union.  Moreover, we have the very demanding task of reforming the EU budget.  I do not want to present our approach but we expect the European Commission to launch a proposal acceptable to the majority of member states and we expect that by mediation we will arrive at this by next year.  There are many proposals on how to have a more acceptable structure of EU budget both on the expenditure side even more on the revenue side of this budget. We are trying to be a very constructive partner in this regard.  

This is my introduction and now you may wish to comment on your positions and your expectations.  I observe that your parliament, although small, is very skilled.  What is important is not the size of the state or of parliament, but how efficient it is and I must say that Malta is very well known in Slovenia.  I think that we know more about Malta than you know about Slovenia.  During this visit I have seen that you have a crucial position from a geographical point of view and your political and democratic experience is very beneficial to countries like ours.   In fact, during the meeting with your Speaker we have agreed to strengthen co-operation between our two parliaments.  Next month there will be a meeting of Speakers in Bratislava and we will try to arrange a meeting between your Speaker and our Speaker.  Naturally, you are invited to visit us in Slovenia for an exchange of views and I hope that that will take place at the beginning of our presidency.   We will be glad to see you in Slovenia.  Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr President, I thank you very much for your kind words on Malta’s role and importance in the region.  As we discussed earlier on during lunch I reiterate our gratitude for your kind invitation to visit your country early in your presidency, in fact, our desire would be to visit you as early as possible in January as that should give us a first hand experience of the running of the presidency at its commencement.  I wanted to ask about the euro since Slovenia has very recently adopted the euro and Malta is on track to hopefully adopt the euro by next January.  Before I comment, the Hon. George Vella would like to intervene.  

ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  Mr Chairman, I listened with great attention to what Mr President had to say about this big challenge which Slovenia will have to face in assuming the EU Presidency.  We are talking about a country of 2 million people and my first question is:  how do you think you would cope administratively in holding all those meetings which one expects to be held within the six months of the presidency? Do you plan to have the Portuguese or the French helping you out with this huge task?  Obviously I am not belittling the capacity of Slovenia but we know what Luxembourg does and, as our chairman said, we will be looking into what you will be doing so that when the time comes for Malta to do it we will as least try to adopt certain measures because it is a huge task to undertake.  

I do not have any particular points to make on what you said because we all agree with what you were saying.  We have the programme for the German, Portuguese and Slovenian presidencies and, as you said, I agree with you completely that it is a very good idea to try and plan for 18 months and not for six months.  This also underlines the fact - and I also said this when the German Ambassador addressed this committee – of how valid was the suggestion in the draft constitution treaty that there should be a presidency which goes on for two and a half years because there will be enough time to do what one plans to do.  As it is – I say this after having observed a number of presidencies over time – by the time you stop talking about what you plan to do you start talking about handing over to the next presidency.  I am quite sure that as a country you will be inheriting a lot of problems which Chancellor Angela Merkel spoke about and which the Portuguese will be speaking about because I am sure that these problems will not go away in six months or in a year.  So, it is a question of passing on problems from one presidency to another. 

 I agree with you that one of the biggest problems is the constitutional treaty.  That is something which many observers were thinking that the German Presidency would tackle but they were mistaken although, to be honest, the Germans never said that they would find a solution.  They only said that they will just try to bring back on track or to bring back under focus the question of the constitutional treaty.  What intrigued me was when you said that you want to keep the first part and add something to the third part when practically everybody is speaking about taking away the third part because it is the third section of the constitutional treaty which brought about all this disagreement and dissension.  I agree with you that one has to add to it because there are certain sectors which are not included in the third part but then my question is:  Would one go into all that detail in a constitutional treaty?  Would you give up the name constitution?  This is something which brought a certain amount of reaction and therefore if we refer to it as a constitutional treaty it could be more acceptable than if we refer to it as a constitution.  

You are against cherry picking.  Everybody is against cherry picking, however, when we speak about proportionality and subsidiarity, these are two protocols of the convention which are being adopted by everybody.  We’re still speaking about subsidiarity, we are practicing subsidiarity in the COSAC meetings and at the same time we say we do not cherry pick, that is, we do not take bits and pieces of the constitutional treaty but it is either adopted in full or not at all.  I am sure that this is going to be something which will land in your lap after the German and Portuguese presidencies.  But then again, a solution must be found because you are going to be in the presidency in the first six months of 2008 and, hopefully, by that time there will be a new president in France, since France will come into the presidency after you, and one has to keep in mind that in 2009 there will be an election.  I think that this is the hottest potato that is going to be handled by Slovenia.

There are many other things which I do not wish to go into, for example, enlargement, deepening and Turkey.  You did not mention the Middle East but again I think you are sticking to what there is in the document.  I do not want to take much of the time of this meeting because my colleagues would like to speak as well but I would like to have your reactions on the question of the constitution because I cannot see a way out.  As you know there are many opinions, everybody is saying let us do this or let us do that but nobody has actually come out with a formula which has attracted a certain amount of backing.  Everybody is trying to figure out the best way out but the best way out is not available as yet.  So, I think you had better think seriously about what you are going to do when you are in the presidency within a year’s time.  Thank you.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  The Hon. Michael Asciak.

ONOR. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  Mr Chairman, I agree with my colleagues and it is interesting to know what’s going to happen.  I thought that a small country like Slovenia would try to share the presidency with another country which seems to be constitutionally possible but I am glad that you have decided to do it alone because it will give us courage when it is our turn to assume the presidency in about ten years time.  

I want to bring up an issue which is closer home.  I visited Skofjaloka in Slovenia last summer with my family.  You have a beautiful country.  However, I feel that contacts between our two countries at cultural and tourism levels are a bit sluggish to say the least.  It is difficult to access Slovenia unless you go on a charter flight as otherwise you either have to go through Austria or through Hungary or through Italy and I would really like to see some bilateral contacts on a more solid basis because I think that Slovenia has a lot to offer to Malta and that Malta has a lot to offer to Slovenia not only in tourism.  Your coast is small compared to Croatia’s and so a lot of your countrymen go down to Croatia for their summer holidays and therefore I think that Malta can offer your countrymen and women a very varied holiday.  Malta is relatively cheap compared with other European destinations and so is Slovenia for the Maltese.  I found Slovenia very fairly priced and I think we should start working on building up some sort of solid relations both for tourism and cultural purposes.  I think we have to make an effort in that direction because we have good relations with Italy and with many other European countries but Slovenia, which is part of ex-Yugoslavia, is relatively new and, in my opinion, it is a beautiful country.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Unfortunately I have not been to Slovenia myself but the comments from the Maltese who have actually visited Slovenia – I must say that Slovenia becoming quite popular with the Maltese for their holidays - are very positive and very encouraging.  

My question is: what is your experience to date after the adoption of the euro?  I know that during dinner we can continue our discussion on several issues, for example, EU presence in the Arab world and in the Gulf region.  Recently we were in the Gulf and the Gulf States were insisting on a more assertive EU presence in the region.  I also want to bring up the illegal aspect of migration.  As you know Malta is bearing the brunt of waves of illegal immigration.  The immigration season started in full swing again some days ago as soon as the weather got better.  However, at this stage I would like to ask what are your comments about the euro?  

ANTON KOKALJ:  Thank you for your questions and comments and I will now try to answer them.  First of all the practical preparations for the presidency are mainly in the hands of the government.  You know that we have the system where parliament is separated from the government, however, the government presented us, parliamentarians, with the preparation programme and when we compared it with that of Portugal we have a feeling that our preparations are going very well.  I agree with our Prime Minister that we can assess our presidency after we finish it as it is impossible to predict everything that may take place.  We are trying to implement the Luxembourg experience because I think that they are very pragmatic and have the advantage of their location.  We cannot copy them in all cases but I see that there is collaboration from the German, Portuguese and French sides.  We are trying to co-operate with all of them very intensively especially at governmental level.  I must say that in parliament we have a good feeling that things are being prepared well enough and I have to say that we started with the preparations way back in 2005.  I have a good feeling that the government is taking this very seriously because we know that it is a considerable challenge. 

Everyday we realise that this task is very demanding and we hope that we will be able to deal with the logistics of it because the main content will be handed over to us from the previous presidencies.  I must say that the biggest problem is the place where to host people and the space required for the plenary session.  We have been building a new conference hall for the COSAC meeting because in Slovenia we do not have such big places.  We had to recruit a lot of young people but fortunately our education system provides young people who speak well English and French which is a good basis for our preparations to the presidency.  

About the constitutional treaty I agree with you that the expression ‘constituiton’ may not be acceptable.  I just wanted to mention our current position about the constitution especially about the content.  We ratified the constitutional treaty at the beginning of 2005 but we are open to negotiate as we know that we will not be the most decisive member state. We know we can expect problems from the other members, not only from the Dutch and the French sides but more so from the other countries which have not yet ratified and therefore have not yet given us their view about the constitutional treaty.  First of all these countries are obliged to express themselves so that then we will try to find a compromise.  I think that Slovenia is in a good position to do this because the position it has taken will not have great influence on what other countries do.   We are all expecting a lot from France after the elections that will be held next week but the Dutch statement is very narrow and so I think it is difficult to predict what will happen.  That is my comment about the constitutional treaty.  

I agree that the collaboration between Malta and Slovenia is very weak.   After I got to know Malta’s economic situation and other aspects, I think that we have a lot of similarities and that we can help each other.   I also agree with you that tourism is one of the main economic sectors where we can collaborate better.  It is a good proposal and maybe during winter you can come to Slovenia and during the summer we can come here.  Even your language schools could be very suitable for us.  Sometimes people are too proud to give up their language but in your case you know English very well and at the same time you have your own language and that is more acceptable for the Slovenians because it is a similar situation.  It is essential for us to learn foreign languages.  You are lucky that the English language is one of the two languages in your educational system but that is not the case with us.  

Regarding the diplomatic aspect, you have a lot of experience and I think this is another area where we can collaborate at governmental and parliamentary levels or even at party level.  I will also encourage our government to strengthen our collaboration at the economic level especially in the tourism and cultural sectors.  As you mentioned, we are both small countries in the EU and we should help each other even at that level.  

With regards to the adoption of the euro, I must say that Slovenia has faced the challenge very well.  Today I phoned to check the main figures which are important in terms of the Maastricht treaty.  In Slovenia the current inflation is about 2.5%, the general government deficit is 1.3% and the government debt is 28%.  So, the inflation rate is normal because till now we have been controlling the prices quite successfully even though it was predicted to be a problem.  We adopted a special law by which it is obligatory to do double pricing and we also have a non-governmental organisation which has been controlling and announcing every price which was going up.  I think this is a very useful tool to control prices.  I think that we must wait another year to properly assess the situation more clearly but until now we can say that the situation is under control.  I think this is encouraging news for you.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  You ended up on a very positive note as we are looking very closely at what Slovenia did and is doing to adopt the euro.  At this stage I would like to present to you with this book about the official history of our Parliament and with the annual report of our Committee which we have been issuing for the past few years.  

Mr President, whilst thanking you once again I wish you the very best for your presidency and we look forward very much to an intensification of a parliamentary, governmental and bilateral relationship.  I agree with the Hon. Michael Asciak and with your good self that there is definitely room for improvement in the relationship between the two sides.  We trust and hope that this meeting will be the start of a fruitful and closer parliamentary relationship.  There is a lot that we can do together and that we can learn from each other.  

Fit-8.20 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data oħra.
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