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Talba
MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru. 112 li saret fis-27 ta' Ġunju, 2007, kienu konfermati.

THE ACTING CHAIRMAN (Onor. Clyde Puli):  Hawn il-permess tal-Kumitat sabiex cameraman tan-NET Television ikun jista’ jieħu filmat ta’ l-ewwel parti tal-laqgħa?  (Onor. Membri:  Iva)
Il-permess ingħata.

PREŻENTAZZJONI TA' KARTI
THE ACTING CHAIRMAN:  Ninforma lill-Kumitat li l-Iskrivan tal-Kamra rċieva mingħand is-Segretarju Ġenerali tal-Parlament Ewropew 13-il riżoluzzjoni, hawn taħt indikati, li ġew adottati mill-Parlament Ewropew:
 Riżoluzzjoni leġislattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew tat-22 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar il-proposta għal regolament tal-Kunsill dwar il-konklużjoni tal-Ftehim bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u l-Gvern tal-Federazzjoni Russa dwar il-koperazzjoni fil-qasam tas-sajd u l-konservazzjoni tar-riżorsi ħajjin tal-Baħar Baltiku (COM(2006)0868 – C6-0052/2007 – 2006/0309(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0186 - adottata fit-22 ta’ Mejju 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tat-22 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar it-Twaqqif tat-telf tal-Bijodiversità sa l-2010 (2006/2233(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0195 - adottata fit-22 ta’ Mejju 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tat-22 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar L-Ewropa Globali: l-aspetti esterni tal-kompetittività (2006/2292(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0196 - adottata fit-22 ta’ Mejju 2007;

 Dikjarazzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew dwar it-twaqqif ta' ekonomija ta' l-idroġenu favur l-ambjent u t-tielet rivoluzzjoni industrijali fl-Ewropa permezz ta' sħubija ma' reġjuni u bliet impenjati, SMEs u organizzazzjonijiet tas-soċjetà ċivili P6_TA-PROV(2007)0197 - adottata fit-22 ta’ Mejju 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni leġislattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew tat-23 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill dwar il-konklużjoni tat-Tieni Protokoll Addizzjonali għall-Ftehim dwar Partenarjat Ekonomiku, ta' Kordinazzjoni u ta' Koperazzjoni Politika bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u l-Istati Membri tagħha, min-naħa waħda, u l-Istati Uniti Messikani, min-naħa l-oħra, biex jittieħed kont ta' l-adeżjoni tar-Repubblika tal-Bulgarija u r-Rumanija fl-Unjoni Ewropea (16522/2006 – COM(2006)0777 – C6-0077/2007 – 2006/0259(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0200 - adottata fit-23 ta’ Mejju 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tat-23 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar l-impatt u l-konsegwenzi tal-linji politiċi strutturali fuq il-koeżjoni ta" l-Unjoni Ewropea (2006/2181(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0202 - adottata fit-23 ta’ Mejju 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tat-23 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar ir-rapport annwali mill-Kunsill lill-Parlament Ewropew dwar l-aspetti prinċipali u l-għażliet bażiċi tas-CFSP, inklużi l-implikazzjonijiet finanzjarji għall-baġit ġenerali ta' l-Unjoni Ewropea - 2005 (2006/2217(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0205 - adottata fit-23 ta’ Mejju 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tat-23 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar il-promozzjoni tax-xogħol deċenti għal kulħadd (2006/2240(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0206 - adottata fit-23 ta’ Mejju 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew ta' l-24 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar l-elezzjonijiet reċenti fin-Niġerja P6_TA-PROV(2007)0210 - adottata fl-24 ta’ Mejju 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew ta' l-24 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar it-tqegħid ta" l-għarfien fil-prattika: strateġija għall-innovazzjoni msejsa fuq bażi wiesgħa għall-Ewropa (2006/2274(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0212 - adottata fl-24 ta’ Mejju 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew ta' l-24 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar il-Kashmir: sitwazzjoni kurrenti u prospetti għall-futur (2005/2242(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0214 - adottata fl-24 ta’ Mejju 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew ta' l-24 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar l-Estonja P6_TA-PROV(2007)0215 - adottata fl-24 ta’ Mejju 2007; u

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew ta' l-24 ta' Mejju 2007 dwar id-drittijiet tal-bniedem fis-Sudan P6_TA-PROV(2007)0218 - adottata fl-24 ta’ Mejju 2007.
LAQGĦA MA’ JACQUES BARROT, VIĊI PRESIDENT TAL-KUMMISSJONI EWROPEA U KUMMISSARJU RESPONSABBLI MIT-TRASPORT

THE ACTING CHAIRMAN:  Mr Vice President, I bid you welcome.  It is indeed an honour and a pleasure for this Committee and for myself to meet you and to have you address this meeting of the Foreign and European Affairs Committee.  For us it is indeed an opportunity to learn about this declared commitment of yours to create a transport system which is of high quality and at the same time sustainable, a transport system which is, as you say, focused on our citizens' needs.  Before listening to this vision of yours, let me please introduce the members of the Committee.  
On my left, the Hon. Leo Brincat, former minister of finance and shadow minister for foreign affairs and IT.  On my right the Hon. Michael Asciak who comes from the government's side and who is also the Chairman of the National Committee for Bioethics.  On the far left, Dr John Attard Montalto who is an MEP and an observer on this committee. I am Clyde Puli, Chairman of the Social Affairs Committee and member of this Committee, and today I am standing in for the Chairman, the Hon. Jason Azzopardi, who is abroad on parliamentary work.  
Once again thank you for being with us today and may I now give you the floor to make your presentation.  
JACQUES BARROT (Viċi President tal-Kummissjoni Ewropea u Kummissarju responsabbli mit-Trasport):  Thank you, Mr Chairman. I myself was a member of parliament for almost 40 years in France before becoming a commissioner and I have enormous respect for national parliaments because I am convinced that they can help us understand in a more concrete fashion what are the problems of ordinary life of the population.  So, I am very grateful to be able to meet you here today and I am very grateful to you for recieving me.  I shall speak briefly to you about transport policy and then I will answer any questions that you may have. 
We want to bring about greater mobility within Europe and, in particular, I have in mind the more peripheral member states such as Malta as we need to enhance their possibilities of mobility.  In aviation, the single sky will intensify links and the low cost airlines will provide possibilities of linking more closely the periphery with the centre.  
There is a second mode of transport which is particularly important to you and to Europe and here I refer to maritime transport.  90% of Europe’s trade with the rest of the world is carried through maritime transport. Malta itself is the tenth maritime power in the world and so you have contributed a huge body of experience to Europe and I think that Europe can only benefit from this. The best maritime mobility that we require also requires safety at sea and for that we need high quality flags.  At this stage I would like to congratulate Malta for the progress it has achieved. The flag is now recognised as a white flag and that spells magnificent progress.  However, it is necessary to continue to enhance the quality of maritime transport as that offers an opportunity to have more customers and a greater market share in the future.  
Before the European Parliament and in the Council of Ministers at present we have the third maritime package.  Of course, we wish Malta to help us bring about the adoption of the main measures contained in this package of proposals which relates to the tracking of ships at sea, classification societies, port state control and also flag state control.  Now, we know that Malta requires additional resources to implement this. We understand the difficulties that Malta has but we need Malta in order to bring about an enhancement in the quality of Europe’s maritime transport in general. 
I shall leave it at that for the moment so that now I will answer questions that you may want to put to me.  We know that you have other preoccupations but I would like to leave it up to you to express them.  
THE ACTING CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much, Mr Vice President.  Please allow me to put the first question. Could you kindly elaborate on how the competitiveness of an island like Malta can be enhanced through the initiatives being taken by your directorate?
IL-KUMMISSARJU JACQUES BARROT:  I believe that for a peripheral member state like Malta competitiveness depends a lot on its potential for mobility and for the enhancement of its relations with the rest of Europe. The development of aviation is having a major impact on this area and it is of considerable importance, however, this is also true of safer use of maritime transport because there are opportunities too there.  I believe Malta has a very important strategic position when we look towards the future and the considerable need that we have for closer co-operation with the southern shore of the Mediterranean.  As a concrete example, I could mention the fact that Malta should be able to use the motorways of the sea.  
THE ACTING CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  Please allow me to invite other comments from my colleagues.  The Hon. Brincat.
ONOR. LEO BRINCAT:  Commissioner, thank you for your presentation.  Since Malta is an important seaport in the central Mediterranean, I would like you to kindly elaborate on four particular areas which I know you have addressed in other international fora in recent weeks or months.  How advanced is the approach to implementing a common European space for maritime transport by 2008?  Has there been any response to the commissioner's call for reflection about establishing state aid guidelines for port investment?  What about the need for more transparency in port tariffs so that port clients would know exactly what they pay for and how much they pay?  Finally, I would like your comments on an aspect which I think even some of us politicians tend to overlook, that is, the need of enhancing the training of port workers, for example, by establishing minimum requirements.  Thank you.
IL-KUMMISSARJU JACQUES BARROT:  Thank you very much for those questions.  On a common maritime space, we are trying to see, for example, how we can avoid controls being imposed on ships that travel from one European port to another European port but in the process need to leave European territorial waters.  We want to simplify administrative formalities for them because at present these tend to complicate recourse to maritime transport.  Therefore, we want to gradually create a common space that will facilitate this use of maritime transport.  Today ships are less well treated than trucks or lorries.  
Before the end of the year we intend to publish a set of guidelines on state aid.  The intention is not to abolish state aid which is used for the modernisation of ports but we want to create a framework for such state aid so that there will be a level playing field.  In particular, we want to clarify the way in which port authorities declare the financial resources which they recieve in order to bring about greater transparency. In fact, this leads me to your third question which relates to transparency.  We want more transparency in state aid, for example, as regards tariffs which are levied on customers using ports.  
I thank you for stressing the importance to the training of workers in the maritime sector.  We have recently managed to obtain the adoption of an ILO convention on the work of seafarers and we have now asked our trade unions and shipowners in the European Union to negotiate an agreement based on this ILO convention. We hope that if and when this negotiation is concluded successfully then it will be incorporated into European law and applied all across the European space.   We hope that this will result in an upgrading of the conditions of the European seafarer.  We have a problem as regards the recruitment of European seafarers and, in fact, on Monday I travelled to Portugal with the rest of the Commission and this was the problem that they insistently brought to our attention.  
THE ACTING CHAIRMAN:  The Hon. Michael Asciak.

ONOR. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  Mr Vice President, I am a medical doctor,  and I would like to refer to the fact that we have a particular problem with carbon in Malta which is affecting 20% of the population with respiratory diseases.  The government is doing its best to address this problem but we need to improve the situation particularly through more environmental friendly transport and by bringing down the level of pollution in general.  We also have to make the population more sensitive and more aware of the sources of these respiratory diseases, primarily the level of pollution.   Ships passing between Malta and Italy are another source of pollution in Malta and we need to do our best to reduce this source of pollution.  What can be done on the European level to help us tackle this problem?  
IL-KUMMISSARJU JACQUES BARROT:  Aren’t cars and trucks the main source of carbon pollution?  
ONOR. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  The main source is motor vehicles but still 30% of our pollution also comes from ships.  
IL-KUMMISSARJU JACQUES BARROT:  We have a programme for research into cleaner engines and alternative fuels, like, bio-fuels and synthetic fuels. Secondly, we are developing European standards for trucks which range from 0 to 5 and we will have to ensure that by 2012 European cars will not emit more than 120 grams of carbon per kilometre which, at present, the average figure stands at 160 grams of carbon per kilometre.  
We are beginning to address the problem with regard to ships because we are concerned about it.  In fact, scientists estimate that one could very quickly bring down the level of noxious emissions by 10% to begin with and then by up to 40% at a later stage.  I don’t think we have any environmental standards yet for ships, do we Mrs Jorna?  Then we may have to consider these.  Thank you, doctor, for having brought this to my attention.  I myself was twice minister for health and even social affairs minister in France.  
THE ACTING CHAIRMAN:  May I invite the last intervention now.  Dr John Attard Montalto, an MEP and an observer on this Committee.  
DR JOHN ATTARD MONTATLO (Membru Parlamentari Ewropew): Don't take your parameters regarding maritime standards too high as Malta’s main activities are its port activity and its maritime register.  I’m only joking of course!  I speak French but I will speak in English, not because French is not a beautiful language, but because I am more conversant with English! I would like to stress a point from your introduction, Mr Commissioner.  Malta is one of the few islands, like the United Kingdom and Cyprus, within the European Union and usually islands are not used to live with their neighbours. That is what the Queen once said and that is perhaps why there was a reluctance both in the United Kingdom and in Malta (except for Cyprus) to find itself within the family of the European Union in which we are now very happy!  
You stressed the point that being an island we are geographically isolated and therefore you appreciate that to get out of the island passengers have to do it either by ship or by plane.  In the case of Malta, passenger ships are only linked to the mainland mainly to Italy or Sicily. So, travelling by plane is the main way for the Maltese and the Gozitans to go to mainland Europe.  Here we have a very big problem because normally the taxes and duties on an airline ticket cost more than the ticket itself.  For example, if I am going from Malta to Brussels I would pay about €130 or €140 as taxes and duties on the ticket.  This is an enormous amount, in fact, it is the highest in Europe and it goes against the principle of mobility.  I know that action has been taken against Malta in order to regularise the situation.  I would appreciate, on behalf of Maltese travellers, especially if they are not politicians because usually we have our tickets paid, if you could intervene directly with the government or with your counterpart to try to find a solution for the removal of these taxes, at least the government tax, before there will be a Court decision.  I am in the PES and my party is in the opposition, however, I know that this would put the government in a very difficult position because if it is declared that this was against a particular regulation the government may have to refund as it did with regard to licence fees on TV satellite dish receivers. This is not a question but more of a plea to facilitate the mobility of passengers.  Thank you very much.
IL-KUMMISSARJU JACQUES BARROT:  The Commission launched an infringement procedure before the European Court of Justice. This infringement procedure does not relate much to the actual level of the tax that passengers have to pay but more to the discriminatory nature of this tax since it applies to travellers leaving Malta and apparently it doesn’t apply to all the airports. I think the best thing would be for the Maltese Government to take action - I shall bring up this matter in my meeting with the Prime Minister - in order to review the method of taxation applicable to air travellers. The Prime Minister and the government should take advantage of the situation created by this case before the Court in order to undertake this review. Let me add that at present I am working on a package of airport regulations that requires much greater transparency with regard to airport costs and charges.  I think I can draw on these guidelines in raising the issue with the Prime Minister later on today.  
THE ACTING CHAIRMAN:  Mr Vice President, once again thank you for such an engaging discussion.  We sincerely hope that your efforts will have the success they deserve.  
IL-KUMMISSARJU JACQUES BARROT:  Let me remind you that you have the possibility of alerting us at any time.  We need to have relations between the Commission and national parliaments built on trust. 

THE ACTING CHAIRMAN:   You said that you have national parliaments close to your heart and so, on behalf of the Committee, I have the pleasure to present to you a copy of the book “A history of the Maltese Parliament” as a token of our friendship. 
Fn’ 12.50 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data oħra.  
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