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Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru. 117 li saret fis-17 ta’ Ottubru, 2007, kienu konfermati.

LAQGĦA PERMEZZ TA’ VIDEO CONFERENCE MA’ DR. JAVIER SOLANA, SEGRETARJU ĠENERALI TAL-KUNSILL TA’ L-UNJONI EWROPEA U RAPPREŻENTANT GĦOLI TA’ L-UNJONI EWROPEA GĦALL-POLITIKA KOMUNI DWAR L-AFFARIJIET BARRANIN U SIGURTA’
THE CHAIRMAN (Onor. Jason Azzopardi):  Fi ftit minuti oħra se ningħaqdu – permezz ta’ video conference – għal-laqgħa tagħna ma’ Dr. Javier Solana, Segretarju Ġenerali tal-Kunsill ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea u rappreżentant għoli ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea għall-politika komuni dwar l-affarijiet barranin u sigurta’.  

Għandna talba minn xi media biex ikunu jistgħu jidħlu fil-Kamra u jiffilmjaw il-laqgħa.  Hawn permess?  (Onor. Membri:  Iva)

Il-permess ingħata.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. High Representative, thank you very much for your kind acceptance of our invitation.  For us this is a privilege and an honour being able to address you.

DR. JAVIER SOLANA (Segretarju Ġenerali tal-Kunsill ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea u Rappreżentant Għoli ta’ l-Unjoni Ewropea għall-Politika Komuni dwar l-Affarijiet Barranin u Sigurta’):  Thank you very much.  For me it’s great pleasure to be with you.  I have been with some of you and know very well some of the members of the Commission.  We have the opportunity today to look into some issues that are of interest to your country and I’m very happy to answer the questions you want to post to me if I know how to answer.  Maybe I am not able to answer all of them but I assure you that I will do everything I can do. 

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you so much.  Apparently, from the sounding I have made with my colleagues, the first round of questions concern the Quartet - the Middle East.  So I would initially set the ball rolling by making the first question on this particular subject.  

Mr. High Representative, in your intervention at the ad hoc liaison committee meeting in New York, which took place on the margins of the United National General Assembly (UNGA) last month, two particular excerpts struck me.  These were - and I quote:  

“Having attended all the Quartet meetings, I think there is a sense of movement shared by all the Quartet members and I am sure this is the feeling of the members of the Arab League.  This spirit has changed.  We cannot afford to fail.” 

The second one is:  

“With the calendar ahead of us, the November meeting, which has been prepared very constructively with Secretary Rice and the Donors conference in December, we have a real chance to make a dream reality.”

My three questions with regards to these quotations are these:  What has really changed in this spirit and what tangible outcome do you expect following the Donors Conference in December?  Is the EU seeking to implement a specific strategy to try and ensure that this window of opportunity actually results in the Middle East peace talks again commencing in a serious manner?  And finally - what role is the European Union playing in the run up through the meetings being planned in November and December concerning the Israeli Palestinian conflict?  

So those are my three sub-questions on the Middle East.  Can I just ask my colleagues to intervene on the same subject, so we take a cluster to make it much more practical?  Is that OK with you Mr. High Representative?   

DR. JAVIER SOLANA:  Yes of course.

THE CHAIRMAN:  So now it is Hon. Brincat from the opposition, Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs.

HON. LEO BRINCAT:  Your Excellency, Mr. High Representative, I welcome you too on behalf of the opposition. The EU has over the years launched various worthy Middle East initiatives and worked hard within the so called Quartets. But given the lack of tangible progress so far, and the instability in the Middle East which has now been compounded further by the inter-Palestinian’s strife, can you, Mr. High Representative, give us an indication of the following points?

How the EU looks at the prospects of the forthcoming Annapolis Middle East international conference? What results do you consider most likely to happen on the grounds?  What is being done in concrete terms to ensure that apart from addressing Israel’s genuine security concerns, the suffering of all Palestinians -  and I underline the word “all” - is also addressed, including those residing in Gaza and consequently a holistic comprehensive approach is taken? And finally, whether you will be happy with a mere declaration of principles as something could be the actual outcome of the conference, or whether you or rather the EU itself, shall be insisting on a clear cut timetable that would ensure that negotiations on final status issues will be concluded not later than after a few months after the meeting itself.   

THE CHAIRMAN:  Lastly I have the Hon. Mario De Marco from the government side.

HON. MARIO DE MARCO:  Your Excellency, I enjoyed reading your article entitled “Country Globalization Stark Side” in the journal known as “Europe’s World”, in which you wrote that from building peace in Europe, Europe should be a peace builder in the world.  You also stressed that what happens half way round the world in Afghanistan, Gaza or the Democratic Republic of Congo, affects our own security and prosperity.  

In the commentary through your article though by the Director of the Mediterranean Academy for Diplomatic Studies, it is generally felt that the EU needs to adopt a more active role in seeking to restore stability in the Middle East.  It is also stated that geographic proximity in the region, dictates that the EU needs to try and influence regional dynamics more systematically than in recent years.  How do you react to this general feeling that the European Union could be doing much more to health, peace and stability within the Middle East?  And what further actions would you like the EU to be seen to be taking in playing a role towards helping Israel and Palestine for the more common ground between them for a more lasting peace?  Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN:   That is the first round.

DR. JAVIER SOLANA: Thank you very much for the very important questions posed.  I’ll try to answer them one by one in a most constructive attitude.

Mr. President, may I remind you what I said on the 23rd or 24th September in New York, on the occasion of the ad hoc meeting, which was a very important one.  The ad hoc liaison committee is something that was born in the Oslo negotiations and it never had met at the level of foreign ministers.  It has always been at a lower level since it met in Oslo.  So it was very important that at the beginning of this period of time, in which we are engaged now, we started with an ad hoc liaison meeting at a highest possible level.  Now as you know it was continued in New York by a meeting of a Quartet and a meeting of Quartet plus the Arabic League Liaison Committee.  There will be a follow up by the meeting in Annapolis or wherever it takes place and then by a Conference of Donor’s that will take place in Paris in the middle of December.   So in this period of time, from September to the end of the year, we really have to do our utmost to get something done. I don’t think it will be enough to have words which are beautiful than we need at this point in time to get results.  And in that direction we are working and in that direction I am working.   

I will be going to the region from the 10th of November to give the last push so we have to go before the beginning of the conference.  Dr. Rice is going on the 4th of this month and other members of the Quartet - the secretary-general of the United Nations or his representative - will be there also to see how we can move the process forward. You said, and I would like to underline it, that the Quartet, in the last meeting - and I reported this to the members of the ad hoc committee meeting in New York - saw some movement.  I still think that this sense of movement probably has not taken place in the Camp David meetings, but they had the privilege of participating in the last two meetings.  Now, why do I say that?   I say that because the bilateral meetings that had taken place, five altogether, between President Abbas and Prime Minister Olmert have not given yet the final solution of what is going to happen at the end of the year 2007.  There is no doubt that that type of meeting that I have followed very closely has created also a bilateral dynamic which is way much better than before.  That's the first thing why I said that a new dynamic has been created.

The second thing that you said and I will try to repeat to you, is that we cannot fail.  We have to succeed.  We may disagree, at this point in time, on what exactly does success mean.  In any case we have to avoid any kind of failure. Why do I say that?  Because if we fail before the end of the year, we will not return to the status quo of today. We will go back several years into history and I think in the year 2007, with the circumstances of the region, with the circumstances of the world today, we yet cannot afford to fail, we cannot afford to go back into history.  But having said that, you asked me what had changed. I describe a little bit what fundamental elements of change have taken place but looking to the future, let me say very clearly what I expect. I expect - and I work as much as I can - to obtain three directions in which we have to advance before the end of the year.   

First, we like to advance in the creation of a political horizon, a new political dynamic.  This is fundamental.  If we don't find a new political dynamic we will not continue to maintain the situation as it is today.  If there's no new political dynamic, it will be a failure.  And as I said we cannot afford to fail.  So a new political dynamic has to be created.  And I think that political dynamic has to be on the direction of facing the final state of issue.  I don’t mean to resolve all of them before the end of the year, but at least to move on the direction to an understanding of what the solution of the final state of issues - and you know who they are and what they are - have to be moved on.  So this is the first thing.

Second thing, beyond the political dynamics, we also need an economic prospective, not only a political prospective but also an economic prospective.  As you know, Mr. Tony Blair was appointed as a representative of the Quartet for that particular dossier, an economic dossier and I hope very much that by the end of the December meeting in Paris - of the donor conference - a new economic dynamic will be created.  

And thirdly, and very importantly, if we find that reality will not be first and will not be second, we need to change the realities on the ground.  I think that with the realities on the ground of today, that means check points, difficulties of moving, actions and movements, that means that out-pulls that continue to be created and if that continues, it will be very difficult, not to say impossible, to have a political dynamic and to have a real economic perspective. So I would like to underline these three interlinked aspects; political dynamics, political horizons, economic perspectives not only political roles but economic perspectives and thirdly changes of the realities of the Gulf. So, on these three factors we have to move from now to the end of December. 

Will the conference in November be the end of the process?  No.  It will have to be the moment in which a new process, as I said before, will be launched.  It will have to be not an open ended process.  It will have to be a process in which the second, the third and the fourth steps have to be already embedded in the conclusion of the first meeting. So there has to be a calendar whereby the international community, the Quartet, or the Quartet plus, will follow the events after the conference and we have to describe in the conference in November the follow-up of other conferences that will take place after the first conference which is an economic based conference but in the political field.

So this is the theme that we have in mind.  That is something that the European Union has placed on the table very clearly, that is something we have discussed very slowly with the secretary-general of the United Nations, with President Putin the other day in Lisbon, and on many other occasions, and also with our American friends in many meetings that we have had in this period of time and in more meetings that will take place from here to the end of the month of November.  

So the role of the European Union as member of the Quartet, but not only as a member of the Quartet because beyond the membership of the Quartet we have to recognize and to underline a role which is very important economically and politically.  We are the most important donors and the most important sustain of the Palestinian people and we will continue to do that. We are not going to let the Palestinian people down. And that is something I would like to say very clearly at this moment to you.  I insist that these three factors are fundamentally linked and we have to be able to move them at the same time if we want to have success.  

Let me also say that the representative from the opposition has said that one of the tangible problems on the way is mostly related to President Abbas and Prime Minister Olmert in tackling the issues.  As you know by now six meetings have taken place of a very strong nature, as you know two delegations have been appointed to move immediately from the brainstorming meetings to begin writing a document that will be indispensable to be agreed by the parties and will be embraced by the international community on the occasion of a meeting. That is the most important result that we expect from the meeting.  You said that there will be a declaration of principles.  Let me tell you that I don’t think that will be enough.  In the last year there have been many declarations of principles.  What we need now is movement, not only to clear the principle but to clear the way we are going to obtain that objective.  It will not be enough to do a statement of declaration of what are the problems, what are the most important issues. We know that very well, everybody knows that very well, but what we need now is to establish the mechanism of resolving this, not only state what are the problems but how we are going to resolve the problems. As I said, I do not expect to have all the problems resolved before the end of the year, but at least we have to get a clear way in which the problems will be solved.   

You asked also about the comprehensibility in the process.  It is stated that the process will be comprehensive, that means not only the Palestinian/Israelitis track, but also the Syrian track and the Lebanese track.  Of course they do not have to be on the same basis because we are not prepared in the same manner but a statement of that nature will be made.  And a statement will be made also with the spirit that we say something of this effect.  I do not know how it will be that, but to this effect. So whatever are the basis for so being the track of the Israeli-Palestinians will be the same basis for solving the other tracks, the Syrian and the Palestinian.  There will be land for peace, there will be the UN Security Council resolution, there will be the Maghreb conference, etc.  So that will be very clearly as stated by the end of the conference of November.  So I think I have answered the second question about the results of the meeting.

What is going to happen with the Palestinians in the West Bank in Gaza?  I will say a word about that now. I think that we have to say very clearly that for us the Palestinians are the Palestinians in the West Bank and the Palestinians of Gaza.  We know that there is an intra-Palestinian problem and it has to be resolved.  But it is my impression that in order to solve the intra-Palestinian problem or crisis, it will be also necessary to have a political horizon more clear than it is today.  That will create also dynamics not only for peace between Israelis and Palestinians but also for intra-Palestinian recuperation of a climate that will allow them to get a solution to the division in which they are now immersed.  

The third question that Dr. Mario de Marco posed to me - I agree with the statement that he has made - because after all from the statement that I have made also, is true that the European Union has to be an important actor in the international arena, this is the aim of the European Union, now from the Maastricht Treaty on and I hope very much that the agreement that has been achieved in Lisbon to develop into the Treaty will help also in that direction.  And I hope very much that everybody will ratify the agreement in Lisbon the sooner the better.  

I think that we have to be engaged systematically, the Jews terminology, I would like to underline that I share that sentiment, that we have to get engaged systematically on the Middle East.  That means not only being satisfied with the beautiful statement that we made at the end of every European Council  of every Foreign Ministry Council.  I think that we have to get really endorsed finding solutions.  We have to be in that state of mind to have solutions not only to have best things.  We sometimes feel - I wouldn't say satisfied - we have made a beautiful and a very clear statement at the end of a meeting.  That's not enough.  We have to really get results and for that objective we are working.  Can we do more?  

As I said before, we are being the most important actor already economically, very important politically, we have the first control from external force, external country, external party of Gaza and unfortunately now it is very difficult to maintain that.  We have a mission of police already in the West Bank, it was before in Gaza also, so we are not only doing economic help or humanitarian help, which is very important, because we are the most important donor, but we are also very much engaged in trying to solve the problems on the ground.  I would like very much to continue in that direction and I hope very much to have the support of every Member State and I am sure that I have the support of your country to move in that direction.  So we want to be peace builders, we want to cooperate on that not only in the Middle East, in other regions in the world and specifically in the region of the Middle East so close to us, so close to the European Union, so close to your country and so close to the moral obligation to have to create a Middle East which is in peace, which is stable and which has purpose.  

I tried to answer the three first questions and I hope that this gives you an approach of how we are tackling the issues, I know that the report that you get from your foreign minister, from your presidency after the councils are clear, are very detailed, so I don’t want to insist any more on what probably you know by now.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much Mr. High Representative for that very comprehenisve overview you gave us.  May I pass on to a second set of questions and I would start by asking about Libya.  Following the repatriation of the Bulgarian nurses and the Palestinian doctors last July, you were quoted as saying in your official press release  - and I quote - 

“Now I am confident that we will be able to improve our relations with Libya.” 

Libya as you know is Malta’s immediate neighbour to the south and our interest in ever strengthening our bilateral relations with all our southern North African neighbours is high.  

Mr. High Representative, how do you see in practical terms the improvement of relations between the European Union and Libya taking place as a result of this development?  So may I ask Hon. Brincat for his question.

HON. LEO BRINCAT:  In my case I will be asking about the Iran issue.  It is a given fact that over the last two years at least the United States has been working closely with the European Union, primarily with Britain, France and Germany, to try and negotiate a deal with Iran to suspend it's uranium enrichment in return for a package of incentives.  Do you think that in view of the recent unilateral imposition of new sanctions by the United States, the European side could feel that the Americans could be, rightly or wrongly, interpreted as abandoning this joint approach?  

On the other hand, others argue even in this case, rightly or wrongly, I am not in a position to commit myself in this regard, that Europe itself is in a very delicate position on this issue, and I will say why.  Because on one hand some argue that the current UN Security council sanctions resolution against Iran may be a slippery slope to military action and at the same time others are equally concerned that unless the European side sign on to new sanctions and new possible security council resolutions, they may actually increase the likelihood that the US will act on its own literally.  What I would like to ask your Excellency is a simple question.  Given these alternate scenarios,  which might be right, wrong, inaccurate or whatever, is the EU determined to continue pushing on regardless in favour of negotiations with Iran?  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  I will pass on to the Hon. Michael Asciak, I think he is going to ask something about Iran as well.  

HON. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  My question is very much similar to that of Hon. Brincat’s.  We have heard a lot of conflicting statements.  What are the overall prospects for a peaceful settlement of the Iran nuclear issue?  And are you worried about the agreements that the French Presidency is in fact setting up with certain countries in the Mediterranean?  They are obviously for peaceful energy producing purposes, but today we have heard that there has been an agreement also with Morocco, if I am not mistaken.  What is your overall view on this situation?  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  I now invite the Hon. Jose’ Herrera from the opposition.  

HON. JOSE’ HERRERA:  Mr. High Representative, I would like to ask you a question regarding the forthcoming EU-Africa summit which is due to be held in Lisbon in a short while.  This summit is supposed to be held yearly but I think they haven’t been held for quite some time.  This particular summit could be of particular interest to our country for one particular reason, which is migration.  And to Malta migration also means illegal immigration as you are very well aware.  I know that you are not the person directly responsible for illegal immigration, there is a specific commissioner in charge of this matter, however sometimes the different ministries and different commissions overlap in jurisdiction, compliments and interests.  And since you are responsible for foreign affairs,  illegal migration sometimes crops up also in your responsibilities.

What we would like to know as a country, at least the opposition, is whether the issue of illegal migration would be brought up in the EU-African summit or whether it would be treated with certain priority due to the great problems countries like Malta and other European states are facing at the moment.  I would also like to ask you whether you are satisfied with the results of the operations of Frontex which is in charge of policing the Mediterranean, whether the European Union at this point in time was satisfied with the results attained. Thank you.  

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.  Last but not least the Hon. Mario De Marco.  

HON. MARIO DE MARCO:  Your Excellency, some expect that the relationship between the EU and its Mediterranean neighbours is not as strong as it promised to be when the Barcelona process was launched.  I would like to hear your views on President Sarkozy’s proposal of a union of the Mediterranean and whether you see it as a possibility towards strengthening the EU’s Mediterranean policy.  Thank you.  

DR. JAVIER SOLANA:  I am happy to answer the five interventions which are of different nature but all of them very pertinent and interesting for the situation of today for the European Union policy.  

Mr. Chairman, you asked about Libya.  I would like to say that Libya is an important Mediterranean country, very close to you and very important for Malta.  After the situation in which we have been in the past and we solved that, I hope very much that the relationship between Libya and the European Union will go in a new direction of constructing a solid relationship.  On the 15th of this month in the First General Council that took place in Luxembourg in the conclusion, you would probably have read what we had said about the relationship between Libya and the European Union.  So we would like very much to begin to have meetings and debates whereby we may have Libya more engaged in the Euro-Mediterranean policy and I hope very much that the discussion will be constructive in that direction.  I hope that the meetings are going to take place at the senior level officials, so there will be a follow up by more political relationship and collectively between the European Union and Libya and eventually between the European Union and Libya as part of the Euro-Med scheme.  I am sure that it is going to take place in a very short period of time, I have heard some statements coming from Tripoli which are of different tonalities sometimes but I hope very much that Libya will accept to be back into the Euro-Med process, the Barcelona process.  That will be very good for bilateral relations and very good for a country like the US, an important member of the European Union.  

There are two questions, one made by Hon. Brincat and the other one by Hon.  Herrera which are related to Iran.  Let me see if I can put the two questions in context.  As you know, we are very engaged in trying to find a political, diplomatic solution to the Iranian relationship not only with the European Union but with other members of the international community.  As you know the European Union supports what we may call the three plus three or the six countries which have taken the need of that and that endeavour and to which I am the interlocutor of them with the Iranian's leadership. The six countries as you know are the five permanent members of the Security Council; that is Germany supported by the European Union and on behalf of these six countries, I have spoken on several occasions with the leadership of Iran.  What do we have in mind?  We have in mind something that goes back some years ago in which we offered to Iran to get a good agreement.  We would have spelt out in the first document we presented to them of cooperation in all issues, cooperation on the energy dossier, including nuclear energy, cooperation on the economic dossier, including the trade agreement and also cooperation on the regional issue.  As you know Iran is an important player and we are very interested and we saw in the previous round of questions on finding a solution to the regional issues of the Middle East. I have to tell you that I met the leaders of Iran last Tuesday in Rome for a couple of days and hope to meet them once again before the end of this month and see if we can get a motion, the political track, the diplomatic track which for the moment is not moving at its rhythm, at its speed, as I would have liked to see it move.

The European Union has a double track approach, on one hand it is an approach of political and diplomatic dialogue in order to resolve the issue and at the same time it has a second track which is the action in the security council for the United Nations.  I am sure that we will maintain this double track approach and I hope very much that these will produce good outcome. That means to have by the international community objective-guaranteed that the programme of the Iranian leadership on nuclear issues is strictly a peaceful programme  to produce energy.  On that direction we hope to have a possibility of agreements on all the dossiers, as I said, including the production of energy to nuclear mix.  I do know that technology for nuclear energy is not in the hands of many countries of international community.  I would like to say that all the countries that have technology to produce nuclear energy with nuclear reactors are probably 99% of the six countries which I am representing these negotiators.  Therefore, sooner or later, Iran will have to have an agreement with us if they want to produce energy.  

Now you know the objective of Iran is to produce 20,000 megawatts of nuclear energy.  20,000 megawatts require around 20 nuclear reactors.  You know that the nuclear reactor is not something that you do in 24 hours.  It requires time, it requires negotiation with the companies that can produce it and with the countries that can produce it.  Up to this moment, there is only one engagement of Iran which is Russia, to create and to put forward a nuclear reactor that has been negotiated for almost ten years already and for that nuclear reactor Russia has already committed that it will produce the adequate fuel to get into operation their nuclear power station.  

The process of enrichment of uranium is an important part of creating fuel, but you have to plan well to use that fuel.  You need nuclear power plans where you can use that fuel.  I think that Iran has to give objective guarantees that the process of enrichment is in order to have nuclear material form and nuclear reactors but as I said, today they have only one nuclear reactor and for that nuclear reactor, which is not even finished, the Russians have already offered to give the fuel, which is necessary, to make it work. So this is to give you an idea of what are the problems that we have and that you should have also, about the nature of the problem.  We would like very much to have, as I said, objective guarantees in cooperation with Atomic Energy Agency of the United Nations, in cooperation with  the countries of the region to get objective guarantees that what they are looking for is actually the production of electric energy.  

You talk about the actions of the United Nations in the security council.  You know that there have been three rounds of sanctions for three security council resolutions, the last one was approved in the month of March of this year.  So from March until to now no new sanctions have been approved in the United Nations Security Council.  We would like to give the opportunity to Iran to react to the proposals that the international community has placed to the United Nations Security Council.  

Hon. Brincat put me in a very difficult situation because he put two types of actions that need to be resolved.  You have said that whatever we do will be in a course of military action. But let me tell you that this is not the case.  If we are not in that track, we are in the track of solving this issue through diplomacy and through political needs.  And that is the position of the six countries which are now negotiating with Iran through me.  That is the position that we have maintained and that is the position that we agreed also in the last meeting that we have collectively on the 28th of September in New York.  The statement of that meeting is public, you have it, and in that meeting it is very clearly stated what we want from us, as diplomacy, through me, and through Mohammed ElBaradei, which is the director of atomic energy in Vienna. What do we expect to get?  Firstly, we expect to get a full cooperation with agency in Vienna and secondly, a diplomatic move in the other track that I represented with them.

You asked me about a nuclear commitment that some countries, including countries of the European Union, in this case France, of nuclear cooperation with countries of the Mediterranean.  France is a country that has sophisticated technology for nuclear reactors as you know, a very important company, Areva, which is one of the most sophisticated companies in the world.  And this company wants to cooperate with other countries that have asked to help them to produce nuclear energy for themselves.  You mentioned Morocco.  But as you know, today, at this very moment while we are talking, President Mubarak made another big statement about that.  Egypt wants also to construct nuclear energy production in their own country.  Jordan is also a country that has made statements on that matter.  We have several countries in the Middle East that would like to have the possibility of production of energy through nuclear peaceful means and we will support them through the technology that countries of the six will have the possibility of participating on programmes with those countries.  But those countries have very clearly said that they are not interested on the enrichment process.  So they want the energy and they have given already objective guarantee that the only thing they want is energy.  This is the platform in which countries of the European Union that have a possibility of cooperating on nuclear problems, they have trasmitted to the countries that have asked for that.  As I said, Morocco is the last one - because you have mentioned President Sarkozy - because as I have told you a moment ago, President Mubarak has made today, while we were speaking, another statement on that direction.  
The third question that has been asked to me by Hon. Herrera is about the African summit.  The African summit would be a very important event of the month of December.  I think that it’s time that we recuperate a certain dynamic of the African-European Union summit. The last one was in the year 2000 and it took place in Egypt, in Cairo, I had the privilege of being there, so I have been a long time without having a summit of  that nature.  What is expected from this summit that will take place in Lisbon?  It is very important because the conclusion of this summit will not be established by the European Union of how we want to relate with  African countries.  The conclusion of this summit will be a joint African and European strategy to get an approach to the solution of the African problems.  But I would like to underline that it is not a European Union strategy vis-a-vis Africa.  It’s a joint strategy between the European Union and Africa vis-a-vis Africa.  And that is  the first time that a group of countries are represented by the European Union and are going to establish with Africa such a type of communist strategy.  And I am looking forward very much to that summit.  

You asked what will be the content of that strategy.  In that strategy we will have economic issues, we will have energy issues, we will have climate change issues, developing issues, etc., but we will have also one issue that you have a touch upon, which is migration. Migration will be on the agenda and migration will not only be discussed in the agenda but it will be agreed in our strategy how to tackle it and what would be the cooperation between all the countries of the European Union and the African countries.  I am very much aware of the problem that illegal migration represents for countries like Malta.  I know that you are going to increase that problem as we enter into a 20% rate and the solution to that will not only be important for you but it will be important for the whole of the European Union.  So we are looking forward to have not only a constructive discussion with our African partners but to get out of that discussion a strategy to tackle the question of migration, particularly illegal migration, with our African neighbours.  

You also asked me about Frontex.  I’d like to say that Frontex is a very good idea, it’s a very costructive idea, and we have to do better than we are doing for the moment.  I had a meeting not long ago with Mr. Frattini, which is the Member of the Commission, in charge of that and I think that we have to make an appeal, not only to the Commission but also to the Members States, because what we need is a more clear support not only retorically with a statement but also with means, with capabilities to Frontex.  Frontex is a very beautiful idea, potentially a very important strategy and a practical manner of doing things, but for that we need from the Members States a support that goes beyond that statement and a support that has to be also with means and with capabilities in order to make Frontex a useful tool.

Hon. Mario de Marco asked about the last suggestion of President Sarkozy, about the new geometry for the Mediterranean relation with the members of the European Union. I cannot make a very detailed analysis of the proposal. The proposal is compiled in the speech that President Sarkozy made in Tangier, you have probably copies of part of the statement, for the moment the only thing we know specifically and publicly is that there will be a summit of the Mediterranean countries from Africa and the five countries of the Mediterranean or more than five, five plus many others because Greece has been invited, Montenegro will be invited and all the Mediterranean countries that are members of the European Union or who have some relationship with the European Union will be invited and we hope very much that will be some result that will compatible and add value to the Barcelona process of the Euro-Mediterranean process. In fact, as you probably know, next Monday there will be in Lisbon a ministerial meeting of the Euro-Mediterranean process in which some of these issues will be discussed.  

I think that the French will be more specific as time goes by and will have a possibility to discuss in more detail that initiative, and I hope very much, it will not be a rhetorical initiative, but a practical initiative of a particular specific programme for cooperation, economic cooperation, energy cooperation, not so much a political scheme but a practical scheme of making our relationship stronger in practical issues between the two sides of the Mediterranean with this idea in mind, a stabilising region, and we would have not only the confirmation of the African countries, the Maghreb countries, but they have also confirmed, as you well pointed out, about some issues like immigration for instance. 

I think that I have answered also the question pointed out by Hon. Michael Asciak. I didn’t mention his name but I have very much his name in my heart!

THE CHAIRMAN:  We do appreciate that you have also learned the names of our representatives.  So allow me to put in just one final very quick question.  Is it OK with you Mr. High Representative?

DR. JAVIER SOLANA:  Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN:  I would like to ask the question about the Malta initiative. You are of course aware, Mr. High Representative, that Malta’s latest initiative, which of course is being discussed in the appropriate forum in Brussels, aims at advocating closer relations between the EU and the Arab League through a meeting of foreign ministers from both sides on the same lines of the EU-Asian or EU-Latin America.  I believe that the need for it is clear.  Given that the EU and the Arab League member countries are neighbours and given the EU’s need to raise the profile of its relations with the forces of moderation in the Arab World, what are your views on the Malta initiative and how can your office assist in promoting this initiative further?

DR. JAVIER SOLANA:   Thank your very much Mr. Chairman.  On the Arab League European Union relationship - as you probably know, if not I will repeat it now - I am very much in favour.   I have been participating in all the summits of the Arab League, invited by the presidency of the Arab League, I have participated in the Sharm el-Sheik meetings I don’t know how many times, in Rhiyad and in several places where the Arab League has met. And as I said whenever I get invited - and I have been invited in the last years every time - I try to go and I go. So I think that the relationship closer between the European Union and the Arab League is fundamental. So therefore I welcome very much your initiative, I welcome very much your suggestion and I think that that has to be done.

I think your initiative is very good to have a meeting at Ministers level, but I don’t think we have to stop there. It is very good to have ministerial meetings but it is much more important than that if I may say to have results.  The meeting is a moment, and what we need is not a moment, not a point in this scale of time, we need a permanent relationship that produces cooperation in specific results.  And what I suggest you to do to maintain that initiative is to support the process in which the relationship between the European Union and the Arab League will be deeper beyond the meeting that will take place whenever is the moment.  But we have to go to that meeting with a deep sentiment in our relationship not only in the moment in which we meet together whatever is the level. We need an everyday type of relationship which is fluid, transparent and may stay permanent and not only in frequent times, in moment in time but stay permanent.  I try to do that and I try to keep the most important leaders of the Arab League, particularly the presidency which you know change every year and other members who are closer to us in informal contact to see if we can begin to construct a way of looking into the problems of the world and the problems of the region in which we are emerged in the Mediterranean, the Middle East, etc. in a cohesive and comprehensive manner and permanent. I think that will do very good to us, very good to them and very good to the stability of that region so close to our hearts. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you so much for giving us all this time.  We do know about your very tight schedule and we were advised to wrap up the meeting by 5.00 p.m. So I very much would like to once again thank you and on behalf of all the Committee we would like to wish you all the very best for your endeavours, for the mutual benefit and for the benefits of all the region, after all having a very strong high representative office will definitely benefit not just the European Union but also the Mediterranean and we all know that the security of one is intrinsically linked with the security of the other. 

So once again I would like to thank you Mr. High Representative, and I hope that after the Lisbon summit and the new reform treaty, you are looking forward to more work in your now constitutionally enshrined role as High Representative of the Union. 

DR. JAVIER SOLANA: Thank you very much Mr. Chairman and thank you very much to all the members of the parliamentary committee. I really think honestly that the interaction with different members of the different parliaments of the Member States is very important to the well doing, if I may say, of our common foreign policy. The foreign policy is something that belongs to the institution but belongs fundamentally still to the Member States and to the parliaments of the Member States.  So this type of interaction is very important.

I’m looking forward now for the video conference, but to have the possibility of talking to you personally.  Some of you I know them for years and have a very good personal relationship and I would like to maintain that because I think that our relationships should be based on trust and on knowledge of each other.  The personal contact continues to be a fundamental instrument for foreign policy, for diplomacy and more as members of this fantastic group of countries which is the European Union.  Thank you very much for your cooperation, thank you very much for your support you give all the time by your representative here in Brussels.  Be sure that as you have been with me, I will be with you.   Thank you very much, it’s been a pleasure. And I don’t know if it’s been an hour or not, but it seemed to me that it had been very short.  

THE CHAIRMAN: Once again thank you and I do reiterate the invitation I passed to your good self through your office that we are looking forward to having you physically present because as you said, nothing substitutes the personal touch, that’s chemistry after all. 

DR. JAVIER SOLANA:   Thank you very much for your invitation and I promise you that I will do it.
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