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PREŻENTAZZJONI TA’ KARTI

THE CHAIRMAN (Onor. Jason Azzopardi):  Ninforma lill-Kumitat li l-Iskrivan tal-Kamra rċieva mingħand is-Segretarju Ġenerali tal-Parlament Ewropew 20 riżoluzzjoni, hawn taħt indikati, li kienu ġew adottati mill-Parlament Ewropew:-

Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-25 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill dwar il-konklużjoni tal-Ftehima bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u r-Repubblika tal-Kirgistan dwar ċerti aspetti tas-servizzi ta' l-ajru (COM(2007)0189 – C6-0173/2007 – 2007/0065(CNS))  P6_TA-PROV(2007)0388 - adottata fil-25 ta’ Settembru 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-25 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar Pjan Direzzjonali għall-Enerġija li Tiġġedded fl-Ewropa (2007/2090 (INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0406 - adottata fil-25 ta’ Settembru 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-25 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill li tikkonċerna l-konklużjoni tal-Ftehim dwar Kooperazzjoni Xjentifika u Teknika bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u l-Istat ta' l-Iżrael (COM(2007)0276 – C6-0237/2007 – 2007/0096(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0390 - adottata fil-25 ta’ Settembru 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-25 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill dwar il-konklużjoni tal-Ftehima bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u r-Renju Ħaxemita tal-Ġordan dwar ċerti aspetti tas-servizzi ta' l-ajru (COM(2007)0219 – C6-0201/2007 – 2007/0074(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0389 - adottata fil-25 ta’ Settembru 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-25 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill dwar il-konklużjoni tal-Ftehima bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u r-Repubblika tal-Panama dwar ċerti aspetti tas-servizzi ta' l-ajru (COM(2007)0151 – C6-0198/2007 – 2007/0057(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0387 - adottata fil-25 ta’ Settembru 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal- Parlament Ewropew tal-25 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill dwar il-konklużjoni, f'isem il-Komunità Ewropea u l-Istati Membri tagħha, ta' Protokoll għall-Ftehima dwar Kooperazzjoni u Unjoni Doganali bejn il-Komunità Ekonomika Ewropea u r-Repubblika ta' San Marino, rigward il-parteċipazzjoni, bħala partijiet kontraenti, tar-Repubblika tal-Bulgarija u tar-Rumanija, wara l-adeżjoni tagħhom ma' l-Unjoni Ewropea (COM(2007)0309 – C6-0250/2007 – 2007/0105(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0391 - adottata fil-25 ta’ Settembru 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tas-26 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar "Lejn politika barranija Ewropea komuni għall-enerġija" (2007/2000(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0413 - adottata fis-26 ta’ Settembru 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tas-26 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar il-prijoritajiet tal-politika fil-ġlieda kontra l-immigrazzjoni illegali ta" ċittadini ta' pajjiżi terzi (2006/2250(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0415 - adottata fis-26 ta’ Settembru 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tas-26 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar il-programm ta' azzjoni fuq il-migrazzjoni legali (2006/2251(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0414 - adottata fis-26 ta’ Settembru 2007.

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tas-27 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar l-effiċjenza u l-ekwità tas-sistemi ta' edukazzjoni u taħriġ Ewropej (2007/2113(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0417 - adottata fis-27 ta’ Settembru 2007;
 Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tas-27 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar i2010: Il-Librerija Diġitali Ewropea (2006/2040(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0416 - adottata fis-27 ta’ Settembru 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tas-27 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar l-implimentazzjoni tad-deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill rigward moratorju għall-piena tal-mewt P6_TA-PROV(2007)0418 - adottata fis-27 ta’ Settembru 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tas-27 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar l-ugwaljanza bejn in-nisa u l-irġiel fl-Unjoni Ewropea - 2007 (2007/2065(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0423 - adottata fis-27 ta’ Settembru 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tas-27 ta' Settembru 2007 dwar l-applikazzjoni tad-Direttiva tal-Kunsill 2000/43/KE tad-29 ta" Ġunju 2000 li timplimenta l-prinċipju tat-trattament ugwali bejn il-persuni irrispettivament mill-oriġini tar-razza jew l-etniċità (2007/2094(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0422 - adottata fis-27 ta’ Settembru 2007;

Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-11 ta' Ottubru 2007 dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill dwar il-konklużjoni tal-ftehimiet rilevanti skond l-Artikolu XXI tal-GATS ma" l-Arġentina, l-Awstralja, il-Brażil, il-Kanada, iċ-Ċina, it-Territorju doganali separat ta" Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen u Matsu (it-Taipei Ċiniża), il-Kolumbja, Kuba, l-Ekwador, Ħong Kong Ċina, l-Indja, il-Ġappun, il-Korea, in-New Zealand, il-Filippini, l-Isvizzera u l-Istati Uniti, dwar l-aġġustamenti ta" kumpens meħtieġa li jirriżultaw mill-adeżjoni tar-Repubblika Ċeka, ir-Repubblika ta" l-Estonja, ir-Repubblika ta" Ċipru, ir-Repubblika tal-Latvja, ir-Repubblika tal-Litwanja, ir-Repubblika ta" l-Ungerija, ir-Repubblika ta" Malta, ir-Repubblika ta" l-Awstrija, ir-Repubblika tal-Polonja, ir-Repubblika tas-Slovenja, ir-Repubblika Slovakka, ir-Repubblika tal-Finlandja u r-Renju ta" l-Isvezja ma" l-Unjoni Ewropea (11507/2007 – COM(2007)0154 – C6-0239/2007 – 2007/0055(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0424 - adottata fil-11 ta’ Ottubru 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni leġiżlattiva tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-11 ta' Ottubru 2007 dwar il-proposta għal deċiżjoni tal-Kunsill u tar-rappreżentanti tal-gvernijiet ta' l-Istati Membri ta' l-Unjoni Ewropea, imlaqqgħa fil-Kunsill, dwar il-konklużjoni tal-Ftehima dwar it-Trasport bl-Ajru bejn il-Komunità Ewropea u l-Istati Membri tagħha, min-naħa l-waħda, u l-Istati Uniti ta' l-Amerika, min-naħa l-oħra (8044/3/2007 – COM(2006)0169 – C6-0210/2007 – 2006/0058(CNS)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0428 - adottata fil-11 ta’ Ottubru 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-11 ta' Ottubru 2007 dwar is-sitwazzjoni umanitarja f'GażaP6_TA-PROV(2007)0430 - adottata fil-11 ta’ Ottubru 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-11 ta' Ottubru 2007 dwar qtil ta" nisa (femiċidji) fil-Messiku u fl-Amerika Ċentrali, u l-irwol ta" l-Unjoni Ewropea fil-ġlieda kontra dan il-fenomenu (2007/2025(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0431 - adottata fil-11 ta’ Ottubru 2007;
Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-11 ta' Ottubru 2007 dwar l-implikazzjonijiet tal-ftehim bejn il-Komunità, Stati Membri u l-kumpanija Philip Morris dwar l-intensifikar tal-ġlieda kontra l-frodi u l-kuntrabandu tas-sigaretti u dwar il-progress li sar fl-implimentazzjoni tar-rakkomandazzjonijiet tal-Kumitat ta' Inkjesta tal-Parlament dwar is-Sistema tat-Tranżitu Komunitarju (2005/2145(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0432 - adottata fil-11 ta’ Ottubru 2007; u
Riżoluzzjoni tal-Parlament Ewropew tal-11 ta' Ottubru 2007 dwar il-kapaċità u l-ground handling ta' l-Ajruporti: lejn politika iktar effiċjenti (2007/2092(INI)) P6_TA-PROV(2007)0433 - adottata fil-11 ta’ Ottubru 2007.
Issa ngħaddu għall-item prinċipali tal-lum li hija l-laqgħa tagħna mad-delegazzjoni ta’ l-ex-repubblika Jugoslava tal-Maċedonja, immexxija mis-Sinjura Flora Kadriu, President tal-Kumitat Parlamentari dwar il-politika barranija.
LAQGĦA MA’ DELEGAZZJONI MILL-EX-REPUBBLIKA JUGOSLAVA TAL-MAĊEDONJA MMEXXIJA MINN FLORA KADRIU, PRESIDENT TAL-KUMITAT PARLAMENTARI DWAR IL-POLITIKA BARRANIJA
THE CHAIRMAN: Madam it is a big pleasure and an honour at the same time being the first chairman of a parliamentary committee from the Maltese side who is meeting somebody coming officially from the Macedonian parliament.  So it is an honour and a privilege for us meeting you.  We attach importance to your delegation coming to Malta.  We hope that it was a fruitful visit, I sincerely hope so and my sincere hope is that this visit can open the door for closer cooperation between the two sides after certain diplomatic international hurdles are solved, which I am quite confident that can be done.

If you allow me I will say something on the bilateral issues about the recognition and diplomatic relations, then I will go on the bilateral cooperation and how Malta can be of practical help to your country in several areas.  Malta has so far legally opened its bilateral relations with all the countries emerging from the former Yugoslavia, except for the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.  Of course it is not legally essential for sovereign states to pursue bilateral relations to a formal setup, although it is normally standard good practice in diplomacy to do so.  This is why the first step in such cases is to sign a protocol on the establishment of diplomatic relations.  Malta wishes to follow this course of action with your country provided that this does not create divergences with accepted international nomenclature for your country and for this country.

So in this regard we may explore the so called Swedish formula where each party uses the official term it wishes for the country name, although each term will be considered of equal legal value.  Finally in the eventual establishment of our diplomatic relations it would be helpful to incorporate the treaties originally concluded between Malta and Yugoslavia which is the practice that we have followed with all the former Yugoslav’s states.  There exists no doubt in our view for ample potential for consolidating our political and economic ties.  Now I will pass on to bilateral cooperation.  
The legal opening of bilateral relations would facilitate a meaningful high level dialogue between both countries.  It would also pave the way for further improvement in all the important areas relating to political, economic and cultural matters for the mutual benefit of our communities, especially bilateral negotiations on commercial agreements and other fruitful contacts between the administrations of both countries.  

We believe that your country offers investment opportunities in a number of important fields like leisure and tourism services.  There is also considerable potential for Maltese language schools, construction and medical companies to assist your country in consolidating your educational and hospital infrastructure.  On the other hand I am aware of your endeavours, your efforts to meet the European standards required to reinforce your institutional capacities.  In this regard Malta may be able to assist you in offering courses in human resources, development and in training in EU affairs.  

Malta is willing to negotiate and conclude the necessary bilateral agreements to boost economic activity.  We are interested in agreements on the avoidance of double taxation and an agreement on the promotion and protection of investments.  Assistance may be provided by Malta in the training of public officials and in an exchange of experience on EU negotiations.  What I have said is not something new for us; we have already done it with countries like Bulgaria and Albania.  

Malta would also be willing to assist with information regarding training in diplomatic studies for Macedonian students at our very famous and prestigious Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies.  Given Malta and your country’s common interests, students from your foreign ministry may benefit from the specialised training offered by this Academy which enjoys a very good and strong reputation in the region.  The EU’s commission report on enlargement strategy of November of last year identifies your country as a potential candidate country but highlights a number of problem areas where action is required if Macedonia wishes to achieve EU accession such as institutional reform and co-operation in the fight against crime and corruption.  

Here we can offer and we are offering assistance by exchange of experience in EU affairs, training of public officials and also in police and judicial co-operation.  We can also be considered to offer help in English language courses for public officials in connection with EU training.  The message in a nutshell is that we want to be of assistance, we want to help in whatever way - diplomatically and legally speaking - that is possible.  I will stop there in order not to take too much time even because the translation will involve some time as well.  I now give the floor to Miss Flora Kadriu.

MS FLORA KADRIU (President tal-Kumitat Parlamentari dwar il-Politika Barranija):  Mr. Chairman, allow me to express my gratitude for the possibility to realise this visit to Malta.  I would like to express special gratitude to you Mr. Azzopardi as the Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign and European Affairs of the Parliament of Malta for the possibility to have a meeting on such a high parliamentary level between the chairpersons of the committees of foreign affairs of the two countries.  It is a special satisfaction and a great honour for us to visit Malta and to have official meetings with high officials from your Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  We also had a meeting with the Speaker of your Parliament and now we are having this meeting with the Foreign and European Affairs Committee.  I hope our contacts and meetings will not stop here but that we will further develop and intensify the co-operation and contacts on various levels.  

As you probably know Macedonia gained its independence on 8 September 1991 when the country finally left the former socialist federate Republic of Yugoslavia. Since it’s independence it has the ambition of fulfilling its strategic goal and that is to join the Euro-Atlantic structures, the European Union and the NATO.  A positive opinion on the independence of the Republic of Macedonia was given by the arbitration committee of the European Union led by Dr. Badinter in 1992.  In his report Dr. Badinter said that out of the Former Yugoslav Republics only Macedonia and Slovenia deserve to be internationally recognised at that time and that the independence of Macedonia will be no threat to any other country.  

Macedonia is a multi-ethnic and multi-cultural society.  It is a positive example of the good functioning of such a society in the region in general.  Since Malta is also a multi-cultural country with various traditions and an example for the Mediterranean, I see similarities between our two countries.  I would like to emphasise once again that since its independence, the Republic of Macedonia has aspirations for NATO and EU membership.  This is not only an aspiration but it is also a strategic goal and a priority for the country, for the current government and for all its citizens.  This has been proven by the opinion polls which say that more than 90% of the citizens support the government in its aspirations to join NATO and the EU.  

The Committee on Foreign Policy of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia is a working body of the Assembly that generally follows the principles and policies of the country.  However one of its main priorities is how to assist the country in becoming an EU member.  Another priority is to establish bilateral relations with other countries and the intensification of these relations.  This visit was viewed by the Committee on Foreign Policy as a necessary and positive visit, especially as you said Malta has co-operation and relations with all the other former Republics of Yugoslavia except with Macedonia.  

We believe that establishing these kinds of relations and co-operation would help the two countries in general in exchanging experiences and opinions and a closer political and economic co-operation.  You as an EU member country have a voice that for us in Macedonia is very important.  You said that you are willing to support Macedonia in different areas and we highly appreciate your willingness.  Now I would like to ask a question to Mr. Azzopardi.  What did you mean by the Swedish formula of establishing relations?  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Basically it means that during discussions and meetings, each side refers to his own country by the name that person want to refer to it.  So the Macedonian would refer to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia as Macedonia and not as FYROM, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.  That is the Swedish formula.  

MS FLORA KADRIU:  What does this mean in establishing diplomatic relations?  

THE CHAIRMAN:  The Swedish formula is mentioned as a compromise during discussions and negotiations in order not to get bogged down into a useless detail about terminology.  It doesn’t have anything to do with recognition or negotiations.  It is just how to go about referring to the other side during negotiations.  The important thing is that each term will be considered of equal legal value.  It is a compromise in terminology so equal legal value is being given to the term Macedonia or Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia between the two sides when they are referring to that particular country.  It is a legalistic compromise coined by diplomats.  

MS FLORA KADRIU:  I would just like to inform you that 120 countries have officially recognised Macedonia under its constitutional name.  The last country that did so was Canada and it recognised the Republic of Macedonia under its constitutional name on the 18 of September of this year.  We are fully committed to the fulfilment of all the criteria necessary for EU membership.  We are also fully committed to the fulfilment of the obligations and tasks before the European Union but we are aware that we have to fulfil them for our benefit and for the benefit of our citizens.  

I would like to inform you that in the annual report on the progress of the Republic of Macedonia towards its path to the EU membership, prepared by the European Commission, we had positive assessments on the developments in the fields of economy, in the fight against organised crime and corruption, where we have a policy of zero tolerance and also in the second stage of fiscal decentralisation of the government.  There were several other fields mentioned in which we have to improve and to further implement the reforms that have been initiated.  In the assembly we are working heavily on the harmonisation of the domestic legislation with that of the European Union.  We hope that we will be successful and that we will have good results with the reforms so that we will receive the date for the opening of the new negotiations.  

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  Before I conclude I would like to introduce the two members who have just joined us.  On your left we have Dr. George Vella from the Labour Party.  He’s a former Foreign Minister and Environment Minister.  He’s one of Malta’s most experienced politicians and presently he’s the shadow European Affairs Minister for the Opposition.  On my right we have Dr. Michael Asciak who is also a medical doctor and he comes from the government side.  He is also the chairman of the National Bio-Ethics Committee. 

Before I invite my colleagues to make their remarks, I just wanted to put on record our practical suggestion of cooperation even on the parliamentary level. This committee can offer the staff attached to your committee, the possibility of coming over to spend some days working with our staff who deal with the day-to-day EU legislation.  In this way your staff can see the way we prepare critical reports on the proposed legislation coming from Brussels.  This is something which we have done and which we are still doing now.  Our staff went abroad to their EU counterparts and parliamentary committees from abroad have come to us.  Recently we had the Lithuanians.  So as I said we can offer this possibility.  We’re a parliamentary committee but this is something practical which we can do even in the near future.

MS FLORA KADRIU:  Thank you very much for your offer and I think that it would be extremely good to initiate this parliamentary cooperation between the two committees.  Now I would like to introduce the members of my delegation.  On my right hand side is Madam Ljilja Trpkovska the secretary of the committee for Foreign Affairs.  Then there is Mr. Ogce Dzalevski who is a state advisor in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and there is Mr. Milovan Takov who is the interpreter.  Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN:  Now I will ask Dr. Vella to make his remarks and then I will ask Dr. Asciak for his remarks.

ONOR. GEORGE VELLA:  Thank you.  First of all I would like to excuse myself for being late to this meeting.  Personally I think that this is a very interesting meeting because as far as I can remember, this is the first time that there was this contact between the Maltese parliamentarians and the parliamentarians from the Former Republic of Macedonia.  This is something which is saddening because I remember that when I was the Minister of Foreign Affairs, way back in 1998, we tried to break the ice between Malta and the then still Former Republic of Macedonia but we couldn’t agree simply because of the name.  We insisted that we adopt the accepted UN nomenclature but from the Macedonian side they didn’t want to accept it.  We couldn’t budge from our side because we couldn’t risk ending in trouble with Greece, with whom there is this problem.  

I’m saying this to convene the message that even though I come from the opposition, when we were in government we also thought and wanted to establish relations with Macedonia because we thought that all the Former Republics of Yugoslavia needed support.  They did it to be recognised and we were thinking more in terms of stabilization and security in the Mediterranean by establishing political contacts and links with each and every new Republic of the Former Yugoslavia.  

Today it is common knowledge and everybody agrees about finding a final solution to stabilizing the Balkans.  We’re talking about trying to bring about as much stability as possible to avoid any possible future conflicts.  That is the general feeling within the European Union and I’m sure that this is also the feeling of all the countries of the Mediterranean who wouldn’t like to see further feuds, trouble and wars because we’ve got enough of them.  

There are two statements that I want to make.  I will try to be very short so that I leave the chance to anyone who wants to speak.  The first statement is that here in Malta we’re nearing the general elections.  On behalf of my party I can assure you that there is no difference in the policy vis-à-vis Macedonia.  If there is a change of government the same policy will be continued and we look forward to have the best of relations with your country in the future.  Secondly we’re very happy to know that the European Union is having the closest contacts possible with the Republic of Macedonia.  The latest reports are good.  A lot has happened in the right direction over these last years.  Obviously there are always other sectors which need to be improved.  

We’ve watched Romania and Bulgaria before they acceded to membership and till the last moment there were these warnings about the need to arrange that particular sector or that other sector.  But we’re happy to know that Macedonia is doing a lot of progress, even economically, and we can assure you that as a member of the European Union, in the fora that we are in, even within the parliamentary assembly in the Mediterranean or within the Euro-Med parliamentary assembly, we’ll be all for Macedonia becoming a member of the European Union eventually.  And that is because we believe strongly that the Western Balkan region will have to be stabilized once and for all.  You were behind the beginning of two great world wars.  We don’t want you to be the beginning of a third world war, so we’ll try to keep you as stable and prosperous as possible.  Thank you.   

ONOR. MICHAEL ASCIAK:  I was reading here in the brief that you have approached Greece by removing the necessity of using passports to pass into Macedonia.  Has the Greek position changed or has it been still very rigid?  Has there been any thawing of the Greek position?

MS FLORA KADRIU:  The citizens of Greece don’t need any passports to travel to Macedonia.  However the position of Greece hasn’t changed although Macedonia is ready and is prepared to respect all neighbours.  Macedonia has made amendments to its constitution in order to appease the Greek side.  In fact Macedonia has changed its formal national’s flag and has stated in the constitution that it has no territorial or any other aspiration towards its neighbours, especially towards Greece.  We expected that Greece will not object to any future membership of the Republic of Macedonia to the Euro-Atlantic air structures.  Actually these provisions are part of the interim agreement between the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Greece that was signed in 1995. 

Greece has also obliged that it will submit no veto for possible membership of the Republic of Macedonia through EU or NATO.  As you probably know the negotiations concerning the dispute over the name are ongoing and it still exists, but we hope that soon Greece will understand our situation.  We believe that this dispute with the name is a problem of Greece and not a problem of the Republic of Macedonia.  This is because the names connect to the nations with the history of that territory and it should be a point where different nations unite and not divide them along that source. 

THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  We will continue this discussion during dinner.   

Fit-8.20 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data oħra.
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