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Tjtolu fil-qosor 
u bidu fis-sel'll'l . 

Emenda ta' 
1-artilc.olu 2 
ta' 1-Att 
principali. 

Emenda ta' 
1-artilc.olu 8 
ta' 1-Att 
prinCipali 0 

Nagliti 1-kunsens tie.glii. 

r ta' Marzu, 1979 

ATT Nru. X ta' 1·1979 

ATT biex ikompli jemenda l-Att ta' l-1956 dwar 1-Ghajnuna Naz­
zjonali. 

IL-PRESIDENT, bil-park u 1-kunsens tall-Karrnra tad-Deputati, 
iiD!laqqgha f'dan dl-Pa:I1lament, u br-awtorita ta' 1-istess, hareg b'IJ!igi 
dan li gej:-

1. (1) Dan ~-Att jista' jissejjal'i. 1-Att ta' J-1979 11i jemenda l-Att 
dwa'l' d-Ghainuna Nazzjon.a!li, u gba:ndu jinqaTa u jiftiehem ha&a· walida 
rna' 1-Att ta' ~-1956 dwa'l' ];...Ghajnuna Nazzjonal'i, ohawnhekk ri:jed 'ft 
quddiem imsejjab "1-Att prinCipaili". 

(2} L-artikolli. 9 u 10 ta' dan 1-Att ghandu }kolllhorn effett 
milll-20 ta' Jannar, 1979. 

2. L-artiko1u 2 tal i-A·tt prindpaii ghandu jigi emendat ill gej: 
(a) minflok it-tifsira ta' "benefic6ju" ghandu jidho1 darn li 

gej: 
""beneficcju" tfisser heneficCj'U :1[ jithahlas taht 1-Att ta' 

1-1956 dwar is-Sigurta Nazzjonali, u tinkludi kuW pensjooi 
moghtija taht il-Parti IX ta' dak [-Att;"; 
(b) it-tifsira ta' "Board" ghandha tithassar; 
(c) minnufih wara t-ti.fsira ta' "rikorrent'' ghandha· tidb<W 

it-tifsira gdida li gejja: 
""Kumitat" 1:fisser il-Kumitat dwar Gh(lljnuna Socjali 

mwaqqaf lbl-artikolu 23 ta' dan i-Att;", u 
(d) minflok il-lcliem ''dl-pa'l'ir tal-Board" ~i hemm fi1l-proviso 

gbat-tifsira ta' ''familja'' ghandhom jidhlu 11-kl:iem "il-parir tal­
Kumitat''. 

3. ls-suba:rt!i!kolu (6) ta' 1-artikolu 8 ta' 1-Att prindpill gliandu 
jigi emendaJt kif gej: 

(a) fil-pa.Tagrafu (b) tiegliu, minflok. il-k.lie.m ".rna' datn 1-Att; 
u" gliandhom jidh1u 1-kliem "rna' dan 1-Att, hekk iZda li persuna 



Ii ma tkunx il-kap ta' f.amillja jew, jekk il-kap ta1-familja jkun 
il-missier, martu, llila Jjkollhiex jedd gliall--glioti ta' ghajnuna me­
dika jekk id-dliul fil-gimglia ta' dik i1-persuna, kalkolat bliaJli­
kieku keNha familja tagliha stess, jeceedi r-rata ta' skala ta• per­
suna wanda kif stabbilit b1-imsemmija Hames Skeda; u"; 

(b) fil-pangrafu (c) tie,gliu, i1'-k1iern "tliet mitt lira flus 1ew" 
gliandhom jitliassru, u 

(c) is-sub-paragnttfu (ii) ta' 1-ewwel proviso H hemm glialih, 
u t tieni proviso Ii hemm gliaHh, ghandhom jithassru. 

4. Fil-paragrafu (b) tas-subartikolu (3) ta' 1-artikolu 19 ta' 1-Att Emenda ta. 

principali, rninfiok i:1-kliem "mill-Board ta' Gliajnuna Nazzjonali" ~~7!~~u 19 

gliandhom jidlilu 1-kHem "mill-Kumrltat dwar Ghajnuna Socjali". principali. 

I 

5. Minflok 1-artikolu 23 ta' 1-Att prinCipali ghandu jidliol dan Sostituzzjoni 
1i gej: ta' 1-artikolu 

"Kumitat 
dwar 
Gbajnuna 
SoCjali. 

23. (l) Ghandu jitwaqqaf Kumitat li jkun rnagliruf 
bliala 1-Kurnitat dwar Gliruinuna Soeja:li, li jkun maglimul 
minn Chainrum u minn mhUJX inqas minn tmien membri 
olira malitura mill-Ministru b'lkonsultazzjoni rnal-Ministru 
res,tponsabHI.i glias-'SaMNt publbl.ika, li minnhorn tnejn ikunu 
tobba, wielied minn kul1 nalia tal-Kamra tar-Rappreien­
tanti. 

(2) Dawk 1J~membri 1l-olira jkunu malitura wielied 
mid-Dipartiment tas-Servizzi Socjali u wiel'ied mlid-Diparti­
ment tas-Salilia, u 1-membri l~olira jkunu magliZula minn 
:fost inmates ta' 1-istituzzjonijiet jew sptarijiet imsemmija 
fi-artikolu 24 ta' dan 1-Att, membri tal-familji taglihom, 
membri tal-kumitati ta:x-xogliol, jew persuni olira· li, fi1 -
fehma· tal-Ministru, huma kwaHfikatS biex iservu fuq il-Ku­
mitat. 

(3) Il-Ministru ghandu wko11 jalitar Seg-retarju 
ghall-Kumitat, li rna jkunx membru. 

(4) Ic-Chairman u 1-membri i-ohra tal-Kurnltat 
ikunu malitura gliai perijodu ta' mhux izjed minn sena, iZda 
jkunu jistgliu jergghu jinhatru mill-gdid. 

(5) ll-quorum ikun nofs it-total tan-numru ta~­
membri li jag>limlu 1-Kumitat. 

(6) B1a lisara glias-subartikolu (5) ta' dan l-arti­
ko1u, il-Kwnitat jista' jagixxi minkejja ku11 vakanza fost il­
mem bri tieghu. 

(7) Bla lisara gliad-disposizzjonijiet ta' dan i-arti­
kolu, il-Kumitat ·ji&ta' jirregoLa 1-procedura tieghu stess.". 

6. Minflok 1-artikol.u 24 ta' 1-Att principa!H ghandu jidho1 dan 
li gej: 
"Funzjo­
nijiet t:al­
Kumitat 
dwar 
Ghajnuna 
Soejali. 

24. (1) Il-funZ'jonijiet t<M-Kum.itat ikunu -

(a) li jamministra 1-fondi fdati lilu mill-Gvern 
skond L-Att ta' 1-1956 dwar is-Sigurta Nazzjonali jew 
xort'olira, ghaU-beneficQju tat inmates f'istituzzjonijiet 
jew sptarijiet tal-Gvern li xi parti tal-pensjoni tagh­
hom jew benefiCCju delior talit xi ligi tkun qed. tigi 
moglitija 1ill-Kumitat fil-waqt 1i dawn ikunw qeglidin 

23 ta' 1-AtJt 
principali. 

Sostituzzjoni 
ta' 1-artikolu 24 
ta' 1-Att 
principali. 
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Thassir ta' 
l·artikolu 25 
ta' 1-Att 
principali. 

inmates f'dawk 1-istituzzjonijiet jew sptarijiet u ta' 
dawk ll'-inmates 1-olir'a li jJcunu msemmija gha~· hekk 
mill-Ministru; 

(b) li jissorvelja u jikkontrohla 1-lirug ta' medi­
cini ,b'xejn u c-cirkostanzi 1i talithom 1-glioti ta' gliaj­
IliUJla m.ed,jka talit dan 1-Att jista' jsir u Li jizgura li dan 
jigi maglimul skond dawk il-proceduri u regoli, stab­
biliti mill'-Kumitat, l'i jkunu jaqblu mald-dispos.izzjoni­
jiet ta!' dan :t-Att u li jkunu approvati mill-Ministru, 
b'kons.ultazzjoni mal-Ministru responsabbhi glias-salilia 
pubblika, u li jkunu pubblikati fil-Gazzetta; 

(c) U jagnti parir lill-Ministru jew Lill-Ministru 
responsabbli g.h.as-sahlia pubblika, skond rna jkun jeh­
tieg il-kaz, fuq ku11 haga msemmija fil-paragrafu (a) 
jew (b) ta' dan is-subaTtikolu, u fuq kull haga ohra 1i 
gliandha x'taqsam rna' dan l-Att jew mal-gid ghall­
inmates f'istituzzjoniiiet few Sjptarijiet tal-Gvem kif 
iJ....Ministru jew il-Ministru responsabbli glias..rsahha 
pubb'lika jista' jirreferilu. 

(2) Fl-eierdzzju t al.Junzjonijiet tiegliu 1-Kumitat 
jista' jistabbilixxi kurnitati sussidjarji, u dawn il-kumitati 
ghandhom, safejn ikun possdbbli, jinkludu persuni rap­
pre:ientanti f..kat~oriji msemttnija fis-subartikolu (2) ta' 
1-artikolu 23 ta' dan a'-Att, b'dan Ji kull wiehed minn dawn 
il-kurnitati sussidjarji jkoUu bhala chairman membru tal­
Kurnitat. 

(3) Fl-amm.inistrazzjooi tal-fondi fdati lilu, il-Ku­
rnltat gl'iandu jzomm dik is-sistema ta' kontijiet u gliamdu 
juia dawk il-pro<':eduri ghall-kustodja u nfieq tal-flus fdati 
Lilu kif jigi approvat mill-Accountant General u 1-kotba, ir­
ricevuti u r-records kollha mi±muma glial dan 1-ghan ghand­
hom, f'kull imiem, ikunu jistghu j~gu spezzjonati mill-Ac­
countant General, mid-Direttur tas-Servizzi Socjali u mid­
Direttur tal~ Verifika. 

(4) R-Ku:rnitat gliandu ju:ia l-fondi koUha fdati 
Hlu eskluzivament gnaU-g.id u liarsien u ghall-bene­
ficcju ta' 1-inmates ta' f-istituzzjoni~et u s.ptarijiet kif 
hawn fuq imsemmi, i:ida dik il-pa.Tti minn dawk il-fondi li 
tigi approvata mili-Ministru tista' tigi w:iata mill-Kumitat 
gha'll-ispej·je:Z tieghu stess. 

(5) TI-Milnistru, b'konsultazzjoni mal-Ministru 
responsabbli glias-sahha pubbliJca, jista' jaghti liil-Kumitat 
direttivi ta' xorta generali dwar il-'Linji li ghandu jimxi fuq­
hom. 

(6) ll-Kumitat ghandu, mhux iktar tard minn xah­
rejn wan 1-1 ta' Jannar ta' kull sena, jissottometti lill-Mi­
nistru u lill.-Ministru responsabbli gbas-sanlia pubblika rap­
port tal-hidma tieghu ghas-sena ka:lendarja ta' qabel, fiim­
kien rna' dlikjarazzjoni U turi d~ettalji ta' 1-infieq ld jkun 
sar matul dik is-sena, fiimkien rna' dikjarazzjoni li turj 
d-dettaJji tal-fondi fdati lil u ·hl. tqeglidu ghad-disposizzjoni 
tal-Kumitat u kull bilanc ta' dawk il-fondi li jibqa' fi-ahnar 
ta' 1-imsemmija sena.". 

7. L-artikolu 25 ta' 1-Att prin<:ipali gliandu jithassar. 



' 8. Minfldk 1-artikolu 26A ta' J-Att prin6ilpa•lii ghandu jidlio1 dan Sostituz.zjoni 
ta' 1-artikolu 26A 

li~: ~~ 
''26A. Il-Mililistru ·jista!, b'ordni, jestendi 1-a•pplikazzjoni ta' 

dan 1-Att glia[ persun:i ~i ma jkun.ux Cittadirui ta' 'Malta b1ex j'in­
g.liam effett m x.i konvenzjoni, ftehi:m jew arrangament li fih 
Ma'lit:a tkun parti u Ii jipprovdi glial reCiprocita f'gnajnuna soejaolli 
u meclika.". 

9. Minflok il-paragrafu wielied ta' 1-EwweJ Skeda 1:i t.insab rna' 
1-Att: prinCipali gliandu jidlio1 dan li gej: 

''Patragrafu Wielied 

RATA TA' SKALA 

Numruta' Kolonna A K<ltonna B Kolonna C 
persuni 

fil-familja £ £ £ 

1 9.60 9.15 3.15 
2 11.75 11.15 3.80 
3 13.45 12.80 4.35 
4 15.05 14.35 4.90 
5 16.45 15.65 5.30 
6 17.65 16.80 5.70 
7 18.65 17.80 6.00 
8 19.55 18.65 6.30 
9 20.10 19.15 6.50 

10 20.60 19.65 6.65 
11 21.10 20.10 6.80 
121ewiijed' 21.6{) 20.00 6.95 

Kolonna A tapp1ika· meta Jl..familja rna: tkunx 
tad-dar ta' residenza jew parti minnha. 

proprjetarja 

Kolonna B ta.pplika· meta ·~-fuanil,ja tkun proprjetarja tad-dar 
ta' residenza jew parti minnha, li 1-valur tagliha rna 
jkunx izjed minn £750. 

Kolonna C ttapplika meta ·.&-famiLja tkun proprjetarja tad-dar 
ta' residenza jew parti minnha, 1i 1-valur taghha rna 
jkunx izjed minn £3,000.". 

10. Mimflok iil.-Parti I u ll tas-Sitt Skeda Jd tinsab ma' .J-Att prin­
cipa;l'i gliamdu ~idlio1 dan li gej : 

"PART! I 

G1iajnuna g1ial Mard, G1ioti ta' ltalib u G1iajnuna dwar il-Lebbra 

Xorta ta' Ghajnuna 

1. Gliajnuna goad' MaTd -
(i) dwar IJ.-ewwel membru ta'L-famrl.ja 
(ii) dwar •kull membru ielior ta~­

familja . .. 

£2.98,0 

£1.20,0 

principali. 

Emenda ta' 
1-Ewwel Skeda 
li tinsab rna' 
l-Att 
principali. 

Emend a 
tas-Sitt Skeda 
li tinsab 
rna' 1-Att 
principali. 



2. Ghoti ta/ ttaJ..ib 

3. Gli:iljnuna dw<llr ilHlebbra -

l. 

(i) dwar iJ-kap ta1'-familja li jkun 
lebbruZ ... 

(d.i.) dwar !QulJ membru ielior t!a.l-famil­
ja l}d jkun lebbrui: Li rna• jkunx jalidem bi 
qliegli -

(a) jekk talit is-16-il sena 

(b) jekk ikdHu 16-i-1 sena jew aktar 

(iii) dwaJr kli11 mem'bru ielior tcr!-famil­
ja li rna jkU!nX ja•lidem bi q1iegli 

PARTIII 

G1iajnuna dwar Tuberkulozi 

L-ammont ta' baZii ta' l-ghajnuna dwarr it­
tu'berkuloZi li jitliaUas dw3Jr familja fi mem­
bru taghha· huwa milqlllt mit-tuberkruloii 

£1.73,0 

£5.71 ,0 

£1.73,0 
£5.71,0 

£1.73,0 

£3.82,0 
fi'I:-gimgha 

2. Allowance bir-rata ta' 79c fil-gimglia titlial.l:as dwaT kuJl 
membru ielior tai-fa:milja 1i tkun milquta bit-tuberkuloZi 
jew partikolanment suggetta glicill dik rl-marda.". 

Mlglioddi mill-Kamra tad-Deputati fis-Seduta Nru. 253 tas-6 ta' Marzu, 1979. 



Short title and 
commencement. 

Amendment of 
SCCtiOJl 2 of the 
principal Act 

I assent. 

President 

q March, 1979 

ACT No. X of 1979 

AN ACT further to amend the National Assistance Act, 1956. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the House of Representatives, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as fdllows:-

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Nationcill Assistance 
(Amendment) Act, 1979, and shaH he read and construed as one with 
the National Assistance Act, 1956, hereinafter referred to as "the 
principal Act". 

(2) Seotions 9 and 10 of this Act shall have effect from the 
20th day of Jattluary, 1979. 

2. Section 2 of the principal Act shall be amended as follows : 
(a) for the definition of "benefit" there shall be substituted 

the following: 
" "benefit" means benefit which is payable under the 

National Insurance Act, 1956, and includes any pension 
awarded under Part IX of that Act;"; 
(b) the definition of "Board" shall be deleted; 
(c) immediately after the definition of "claimant" there 

shaU rbe inserted the fo1Jowing definition : 
""Committee" means the Welfare Committee establish­

ed by section 23 of this Act;", and 
(d) for the words "advice of the Board" in the proviso to 

the definition of "household" there shall be substituted the 
words ''advice of the Committee". 

Amendment 3. Subsection (6) of section 8 of the principal Act shall be amen-
of aection 8 of ded as follows: 
the principal Act. (a) in paragraph (b) thereof, for the words "to this Act; 

, 



and" there shall be substituted the words "to this Act, so how­
ever that a person who is not a head of household or, if the head 
of household is the father, his wife, sha'll not be entitled to a 
medical aids grant if the weekly means of that person, calculated 
as if he formed a household of his own, exceed the scale rare for 
one person as determined by the aforesaid Fifth Schedule; and"; 

(b) in pa<ragraph (c) thereof, the words ''three hundred 
pounds in cash or" shall be deleted, and 

(c) sub-paragraph (ii) of the first proviso thereto, and the 
second proviso thereto, sha~1 be deleted. 
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4. In paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 19 of the prin- Amendment of 
cipal Act, for the words "National Assistance Board" there shal1 be section 19 of 
substituted the words "Welfare Committee". the principal Act. 

5. For section 23 of the principal Act there shall be substituted 
the following : 

'"Welfare 23. (l) There shall 1be established a Commitrt:ee, to be 
Committee. known as Welfare Committee consisting of a Chairman and 

of not less than eight other mem'bers appointed by the Mi­
nister in consultation with the .Minister re51ponsible for 
public health, of whom two shalll. be medical practitioners, 
one from each s.ide of tlhe House of Representatives. 

(2) Such other members shaJl be appointed one 
from the Department of Social Services and one from the 
Department of Health, and the other members shaN be 
chos~m from among the inma<tes of institutions referred to 
in section 24 of this Act, !Qlembers of their families, mem­
bers of workers committees, or other persons who, in the 
opinion of the Minister, are qualified to serve on the Com­
mittee. 

(3) The Minister shall also appoint a Secretary 
to the Committee, who will not be a member. 

(4) The Chairman and the other members of the 
Committee shall lbe appointed for a period not exceeding 
one year, but shall be eligible for re-appointment. 

(5) The quorum shall be half the total number of 
the members comprising the Committee. 

(6) Subject to subsection (5) of this section, the 
Committee may act notwithstanding any vacancy amongst 
its members. 

(7) Subject to the provisions of this section, the 
Committee mal)' reguqate its own procedure.". 

Substitution of 
section 23 of the 
principal Act. 

6. For section 24 of the principal Act there shall be substituted Substitution of 
the following: section 24 of 

"Functions 
of Welfare 
Committee. 

24. (l) The functions of the Committee shall be -

(a) to administer the funds entrusted to it by the 
Government in terms of the National Insurance Act, 
1956 or otherwise, for the benefit of inmates of Go­
vernment instituti-ons part of whose pension or ot'her 
benefit under any ~aw is being .passed to the Commit­
tee while they are inmates of those institutions and 

the principal Act 
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Repeal of 
sectioo 25 of the 
principal Act. 

of such other inmates as are designated for the pur­
pose by the Minister; 

(b) to supervise and control the issue of free 
drugs and the circumstances under which medica1] aids 
grant under this Act may be awarded and 'to ensure 
that this is done in accordance with such procedures 
and rules, Jaid down by the Committee, as atre in con­
formity with the provisions of this Act and which shall 
be approved by the Minister, in consultaJtion wi1h the 
M~nister responsible for public health, and which shall 
be published in the Gazette; 

(c) to advise the Minister or the Minister respon­
sible for public health, as the case may require, on any 
matter referred to in paragraph (a) or ~b) of this sub­
section, and on any other matter concerning this Act 
or the welfare of inmates of Government institutions as 
the Minister or the Minister responsible for public 
hea1th may refer to it. 

(2) In exercising its functions the committee 
may establish subsidiary committees, and such com­
mittees shall, as far as possible, include persons re­
presentative of the categories referred to in sub­
section (2) of section 23 of this Act, provided that each such 
subsidiary committee shaH be chaired 'by a member of the 
Committee. 

(3) In administering funds entrusted to i.t, the 
Committee shall keep such system of accounts and shall 
adopt such procedures for the custody and disbursement 
of moneys entrusted to it as shall be approved by the Ac­
countant General] and all books, receipts and records kept 
for this purpose shaU, at a'll times, be open to inspectian 
by the Accountant General, the Director of Soci<M Services 
and the Director of Audit. 

(4) The Com'mittee shall utilise all funds entrust­
ed to it exclusively for the welfare and care and for the 
benefit of inmates of institutions as above referred to, pro­
vided that such part of such funds as may be approved by 
the Minister may be utilised by the Committee for its own 
expenses. 

(5) The Minister, in consultation with the Minis­
ter responsible for public health, may give to the Commit­
tee directions of a general nature on the policy to be adop­
ted by it. 

(6) The Committee sha1H, not later than two 
months after the 1st day of January of any one year, submit 
to the Minister and to the Minister responsible for public 
headth a report on its activities for the previous calendar 
year, together with a statement showing details of the 
expenditure incurred dunng that year, together with a 
statement showing details of the funds entrusted and made 
ava'il.able to the Committee and any balance of such funds 
remaining at the end of the said year.". 

7. Section 25 of the principa~ Act shall lbe repealed. 
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8. For section 26A of the prindpall Act there sh~d be substitu- Substitution 
ted the following: of section 26A 

of the principal 

''26A. The M~nister may, by order, extend the application 
of this Act to persons who are not citizens of Maa:ta in order 
to give effeot to any convention, agreement or arrangement to 
which Malta is a party and which provides for reciprocirty in 
social and medical assistance.". 

Act. 

9. For paragraph one of the First Sched'U!le to the principal Act Amendment of 
there shall be substituted the following: First Schedule 

10 the 

''Paragraph One 

SCALE RATE 

Number of Column A ColUJJUl B Column C 
persons in 
household £ £ £ 

1 9.60 9.15 3.15 
2 11.75 11.15 3.80 
3 13.45 12.80 4.35 
4 15.05 14.35 4.90 
5 16.45 15.65 5.30 
6 17.65 16.80 5.70 
7 18.65 17.80 6.00 
8 19.55 18.65 6.30 
9 20.10 19.15 6.50 

10 20.60 19.65 6.65 
11 21.10 20.10 6.80 
12 or :more 21.60 20.60 6.95 

CO'lumn A shall apply where the household does not own 
house of residence or part thereof. 

Column B shall apply where the household owns house of 
residence or part thereof the value of which does not 
exceed £750. 

Colllllm C shaU apply where the household owns house of 
residence or part thereof the value of which does not 
exceed £3,000.". 

principal Act. 

10. For Parts I and II of the Sixth Schedule to the principai Act Amendment 
there shaQJ be substituted the following: of Sixth Sched.ule 

to the principal 
"PART I Act. 

Sickness Assistance, Milk Grant and Leprosy Assistance 

Kind of Assistance Weekly Rate 

1. Sickness Assistance -
(i) in respect of the first member of 

household £2.98,0 

(ii) in respect of any other mem her of 
the same household . . . . . . . . . . . . £1.20,0 



12 

2. Milk Grant 

3. Leprosy Assistance-

(i) in respect of the head of house­
hold who is a leper ... 

(ii) in respect of every other member 
of the household who is a leper and not gain­
fully ocDupied -

(a} if under 16 years of age 
(b) if 16 years of age or over that 

age 

(iii) in respect of any other member of 
the household who is not gainfully occupied 

PART II 

Tubercolosis Assistance 

1. Basic amount of tubercolosis assitance pay­
able in respect of a household one member 
of which is affected by tubercolosis ... 

fl.73,0 

£5.71,0 

£1.73,0 

£5.71,0 

£1.73,0 

£3.82,0 
per week 

2. An allowanae at the rate of 79c per week shall be paid in 
respect of each additional member of the household affected 
by tubercdlosis or particular-ly vulnerable to that disease.". 

Passed by the House of Representatives at Sitting No. 253 of the 6th March, 
1979. 




