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Millions spent by Sport Malta, MOC raise questions on
funding administration

@ Sean Montebello

February 8, 2024 08:45

Millions of euro in yearly ‘assistance’ to sports organisations issued by Sport Malta, often
through the Malta Olympic Committee (MOC) have raised several questions on
transparency regarding the disbursement of public funds.

Recently published data on Sport Malta’s financials and a partial breakdown of grants to
different sports organisations conspicuously lack details on how the funds are allocated.

Sport Malta’s audited accounts for 2021 and 2022, recently tabled in parliament and
previously unpublished, show how the agency spent more than €9.5 million in “assistance
to sports organisations” in 2022, up some €2.7 million from the previous year.

While a large portion was allocated through subsidies on renting venues and land, sizeable
tranches of the millions spent on assistance were disbursed directly to the MOC or schemes
administered by it.

The accounts include no further details on how the funds were split up.
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Fhe MOC has not answered The Shift’s questions on how those funds were allocated at the
time of publishing.

Malta’s National Olyrapic Committee administers the country’s participation in all
international Olyrapic games. Committee President Pace Bonello was concurrently a
member of the Sports Malta Board until recently chaired by Professor Andrew Decelis.

Following The Shift’s reports on Decelis’ resignation, public information on the hoard was
removed from Sport Malta’s website.

Sport Malta CEO Mark Cutajar also served as a MOC director until he was appointed to the
government position. Conversely, the MOC’s Director of Sport, Charlene Attard, sat on Sport
Malta’s board until 2021.

Cutajar, Minister Grima and the MOC’s Pace Bonello have repeatedly ignored The Shift’s
questions for further details on Sport Malta funding.
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