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Introduction

Strategic Plan for the Environment 
and Development 2015

Approved by Parliament in July 2015

Strategic document encompassing the concept of spatial planning 
focused on translating economic, social, cultural and 
environmental policies in a geographical context

Guides the spatial aspect of Government sectoral policies

Forms the primary basis for decisions on all development 
applications

The SPED is Malta’s Maritime Spatial Plan in terms of the MSP 
Directive and covers up to 25 nautical miles



Introduction

Subsidiary Plans and Policies
 Gozo and Comino Local Plan 2006

 To deal with area planning on a specific and detailed basis, and to 
respond to local issues

 18 Subsidiary Policies 
 To deal with development of land and sea in a detailed manner on 

subject matters other than those already contained in the local plan 
e.g. Solar Farms Policy 2021, Retirement Homes  Policy 2017, 
Cemeteries Policy 2015, DC15, RPDG2014, Hotels Policy 2014

Planning Regulations
DNO, UCO, Health & Sanitary, Regularisation

Planning Circulars
 Circular 3/24 - Designing for Gozo’s Distinctiveness



SPED –Vision 
for Gozo

 Gozo as an ecological island

 Protect Gozitan lifestyle and identity, its environment, 
resources, cultural heritage

 Attract more visitors and investors

 Employment opportunities especially for youths

 Enhanced accessibility

 Healthy and inclusive society



SPED –
Spatial 
Structure

 Designation of the Urban Area (No changes to the DZ Rationalisation 
of 2006) to accommodate:

 the bulk of jobs and homes

 new social and community facilities

 new formal recreation facilities

 Designation of the Rural Area (ODZ of 2006) to :
 sustain agriculture (arable farming and animal husbandry)

 support informal recreation and public access

 accommodate new social and community facilities where no alternative 
exists

 accommodate incompatible urban uses

 Designation of the Coastal Zone and Marine Area to :
 accommodate legitimate urban/rural coastal uses

 support informal coastal recreation and public access to the coast

 sustain fishing and aquaculture

 promote large scale RES at sea



SPED –
Spatial 
Structure



SPED –
Marine 
Strategy



SPED 2015 –
Strategic 
Proposals

1. Hierarchy of Urban Areas – Rabat as a Regional Settlement 

2. Designates Business Hubs for retail, offices, tourism, culture 
and leisure – Rabat, Marsalforn, Xlendi, Mgarr - Enterprise 
Hubs for industry and crafts – Xewkija and Dbiegi

3. Gozo as a priority area for social facilities

4. Safeguards the Rabat Sports Complex

5. Safeguards the TEN-T Network

6. Better transport and ICT links between Malta and Gozo

7. Mgarr as a Fishing Harbour

8. Supports agro-tourism, afforestation and country parks

9. Protects the cultural landscape, the coast and biodiversity

10. Strategic Projects – cruise liner terminal, yacht marina, airfield, 
reverse osmosis plant, Mgarr Harbour expansion, tourism on 
developed land in Comino



SPED 2015 –
Strategic 
Proposals



SPED 2015 –
Strategic 
Proposals



Subsidiary 
Plan –GCLP 
2006



Subsidiary 
Plan –GCLP 
2006



Subsidiary 
Plan –DZ 
2006



Circular 3/24

GENERAL DESIGN PRINCIPLES – MATERIALS

1. In all the Urban Area of Gozo as designated by SPED 2015, the Planning 
Authority shall require the use of unpainted and unrendered lower 
globigerina limestone (franka softstone) on the street façade

2. In areas indicated in the GCLP of 2006 where policies GZ-Edge-1 and GZ-
Edge-2 apply, the Planning Authority shall also require the use of 
unpainted and unrendered franka stone on all façades which are visible 
from the ODZ. 

3. In locations outside Urban Conservation Areas and Design Priority Areas 
designated in the GCLP of 2006, particularly in locations subject to 
erosive/corrosive climatic conditions such as seafronts, the Authority may 
consider alternative natural materials with similar visual and sensory 
properties to franka stone

4. The materials used in apertures and balconies must fully integrate with 
unpainted and unrendered franka stone or alternative natural materials as 
the primary building material for street facades and other facades where 
applicable



Circular 3/24

DESIGNING FOR COLOUR

1. In all the Urban Area of Gozo as designated by SPED 2015, the 
Planning Authority will ensure that the colour scheme for the 
building, apertures , balconies and elements shall integrate with 
the use of  unpainted and unrendered franka stone as a building 
material for street and other facades. 

2. Blank party walls shall be rendered and painted in stone colour.



END
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