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Aspects that bother Gozitans

Source: GRDA Survey about Gozo amongst 
Gozitan residents (2022)
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Interest in ‘Overdevelopment’ & 
‘Construction’ in Gozo

Data Source: Google Trends
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Is it your 
right to 
build in 
Gozo?

Yes
98%

No
2%

Right to build in Gozo

Source: GRDA Survey about Gozo amongst 
Gozitan residents (2022)



Demand for Real Estate in Gozo

Property ownership of Gozo residents Share of people living in households owning 
or renting their home, 2020

Source: GRDA Survey about Gozo amongst Gozitan residents (2022)
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Supply of Real Estate in Gozo: A Shift in the (semi) 
Urban environment

Data Source: PQ 20714 & 19565 (Legislature XIII) 



Demand Factors: Real Estate as an Asset

The Relative Benchmarking of the Real Estate as 
an Asset Class 

Units of Dwellings and Interest Rates

Data Source: Central Bank of Malta Data Source: Central Bank of Malta



Demand Factors: Fiscal Measures

Approved Residential Units in Gozo 

Data Source: Planning Authority



Context derived design is 
not a novel concept

The SPED of 2015 treats Gozo
as a distinct spatial area and
emphasises the importance
of recognising the distinctive
characteristics of Gozo to
ensure that policies for Gozo
are not just a replication of a
‘one size fits all’ approach but
are created with Gozo’s
specific needs at the centre of
policy making.

DESIGNING FOR 
GOZO’S DISTINCTIVENESS

PA CIRCULAR 3/24



Gozo as a Region:  Gozo Design Advisory Committee 

Facade design checkist (non-
UCA applications):

 Building Height

 Street alignment

 Balcony projections

 Material

1935

• Establishment 
of Aesthetics 
Board

1970s

• Dismantling of 
Aesthetics 
Board



Gozo Design Advisory Committee 

 A proposal that Gozo be designated as an area of special importance in terms of
aesthetics and design, with an ad-hoc Design Advisory Committee for the entire
Island.

 The Design Advisory Committee shall serve as a dedicated body responsible for
making recommendations with respect to development applications in Gozo.

 Main role would be to provide professional and expert advice to the Planning
Board in relation to aesthetics and design in development applications in Gozo.



Context is Key



Context is Key



GRDA Document: Nurturing Gozo’s Urban Character 

through Context Sensitive Design

https://grda.mt/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Nurturing-Gozos-Urban-Character-through-Context-
Sensitive-Design-WEB.pdf






