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Regional Development Strategy

Gozo's identity is a strength and its distinctiveness from Il urban conservation Area
the main Island is a source of value added. Urban and
architectural design play an integral role to preserve

and enhance these features. The preservation of such

- Development Zones

characteristics is not compatible with low-quality urban
and architectural buildings that impose a negative impact
on the community in terms of both visual and social
terms. To ensure that Gozo's urban and architectural
distinctiveness is maintained, policies need to adopt a
more context-derived design. This approach includes,
but is not limited to, the contextual delivery of both
residential and commercial properties and should seek to
incorporate sensitive contemporary interventions within
heritage urban fabrics in a way that ensures long-lasting,
high quality urban environments; whilst prioritising the
preservation of areas of high conservation.

Source: GRDA
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Development, Construction & Real Estate in Gozo

Aspects that bother Gozitans

Other Reasons
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High-Rise
Buildings

Overdevelopment
in Xlendi and Marsalforn

Destruction of
Landscape

Interest in ‘Overdevelopment’ &
100 ‘Construction’ in Gozo
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Data Source: Google Trends

2004-01
2004-07
2005-01
2005-07
2006-01
2006-07
2007-01
2007-07
2008-01
2008-07
2009-01
2009-07
2010-01
2010-07
2011-01
2011-07
2012-01
2012-07
2013-01
2013-07
2014-01
2014-07
2015-01
2015-07
2016-01
2016-07
2017-01
2017-07
2018-01
2018-07
2019-01
2019-07
2020-01
2020-07
2021-01
2021-07
2022-01
2022-07
2023-01
2023-07
2024-01

Source: GRDA Survey about Gozo amongst
Cozitan residents (2022)



Development, Construction & Real Estate in Gozo

Aspects that bother Gozitans Right to build in Gozo

Other Reasons

Large & Excessive Is it your
Development .

right to
build in
Gozo?

Building in
Protected
Areas

High-Rise
Buildings

Yes No
98% 2%

Overdevelopment
in Xlendi and Marsalforn
Destruction of Source: GRDA Survey about Gozo amongst
Landscape Gozitan residents (2022)
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Demand for Real Estate in Gozo

Property ownership of Gozo residents Share of people living in households owning
or renting their home, 2020
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Source: GRDA Survey about Gozo amongst Gozitan residents (2022) Source: Eurostat



Supply of Real Estate in Gozo: A Shift in the (semi)
Urban environment

8 :
70%
6

S )
40%
20%
0.

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

B Apartments B Terraced houses

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

=}
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Demand Factors: Real Estate as an Asset

The Relative Benchmarking of the Real Estate as

an Asset Class
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Demand Factors: Fiscal Measures

Approved Residential Units in Gozo

Removal of Stamp Duty
on UCA Properties

End of
Temporary
Measure

Reduced Stamp Duty
on Residential
Properties In Gozo

Temporary Measure -
Reduced Stamp Duty on
Documents and Sellers
rate

Introduction of the
First-time buyer

scheme
Reduced Stamp

Duty on UCA
Properties
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Data Source: Planning Authority
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Context derived design is
not a novel concept

APPROVED DOCUMENT
The SPED of 2015 treats Gozo July 2015

as a distinct spatial area and
emphasises the importance DEVELOPMENT CONTROL DESIGN POLICY.
of recognising the distinctive GUIDANCE AND STANDARDS 2015
characteristics of Gozo to
ensure that policies for Gozo
are not just a replication of a
‘one size fits all’ approach but
are created with Gozo's
specific needs at the centre of
policy making.
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Gozo as a Region: Gozo Design Advisory Committee

Facade design checkist (non- -
UCA applications):

- Establishment
of Aesthetics
Board

- Dismantling of
Aesthetics
Board

= Building Height

= Street alignment

= Balcony projections

= Material
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Gozo Design Advisory Committee

= A proposal that Gozo be designated as an area of special importance in terms of
aesthetics and design, with an ad-hoc Design Advisory Committee for the entire
Island.

= The Design Advisory Committee shall serve as a dedicated body responsible for
making recommendations with respect to development applications in Gozo.

= Main role would be to provide professional and expert advice to the Planning
Board in relation to aesthetics and design in development applications in Gozo.
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Context is Key
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.’ GRDA Document: Nurturing Gozo’s Urban Character

through Context Sensitive Design

NEWS @  PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCUREMENT &
RIAS TOOL

Nurturing Gozo's Urban Regional Agriculture: Employment & Skills

Character through A Gozitan Perspective in Gozo

Context-Sensitive Design

Nurturing Gozo's Regional Employment and

Urban Character Agriculture: A Skills in Gozo

through Context- Gozitan Perspective JANUARY 2023

Sensitive Design JUNE 2023 -

https://arda.mt/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Nurturing-Gozos-Urban-Character-through-Cont
Sensitive-Design-WEB.pdf
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