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to pay bills

Perceived povertyin Malta {son the
rise and many are finding ithard to
pay their ordinary bills on time,
according to an EU-wide survey
published in Brussels,

Sixry-one per cent of the Maltese
surveyed admitted struggling to
mnke ends meet, particulardy when
itcame ta paying bills, such as for
weater and electriciey consumption,
and effecting morigage payments
ontime, the Eurcbarometer study
conducted last month found.

The situation is most taxing for
31,8 percent of thase who sald they

were "constandy struggling” and 29
percent said they were “struggiing”.
On the other hand, 28.5 per cent
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sald they had no difficulty paying | ==

their bilts prompty.

According to the survey, 7.2 per
cent of Maltese sald they had fallen
back in paying some of their billa
and 13 per cent of househaolds
admitted to having had some diffi-
culdes buying essental {tems such
asfood.

Although the siruation inthe other
EUmember states is not rosy either,
since many are feeling the pinch of
the economic crisis, only 48,7 per
centsald they were struggling.
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ChiefJustice for
Human Rights Court

Chief Justice Vincent de Gaetano
hasbeen elected to serve asjudge at
the European Court of Human
Rights, sealing a choice that has
been four years in the making.

The Chief Justice was eleasly the
favourite, clinching 114 votes at the
Pasllamentary Assembly of the

Councll of Europe with the other
notninees, Madame Justce Ablgail
Lofaro and Mr Justice Joseph Flllett,
gening 61 and 23 votes respectively.

Anew ChiefJustice will now have
to heappolnted.
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