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Feeling the pinch:
Coping with the
credit crunch
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Unions call for rates revision

Over 2,000
attend rally

Cynthia Busuttil

Trade unions yesterday asked the

ent to go back to the nego-
tiation table and revise the water
and electriclty tariffs, as they united
t‘or the first time around a cornmon

But although the pratest was

fdered historic b it
brought together 2 trade unions,
the number of people attending
was nowhere near the thousands
who turned up for a manifestation
onthe semeissue organised by the
Labour Partylast Sunday.

Around 2,000 braved the drizzle

and ominous clouds to protest
the tariffs, approving a res-

olution saying the new bills will

undermine the standard of living.

Read out by General Workess'
Union general secretary Tony Zath
to vesounding applause, the reso-
lution called on the government to
reopen discussions with union rep-
resentatives. It was approved sym-
bolically, through & show of hands.

On Thursday, the Chamber For
Small And Medium Enterprises -
GRTU which said itunderstood the
alm behind the protest but would
not anend as it was not its practice,
made a similar call through aletter
addressed to the Prime Minister,

Lawrence Gonzl accepted the
invitation and the twoshould meet
some time next week.

The naw tariffs, which will seehe
bills for water and electricity of
mosthouseholds increase marked-
ly, have fuelled the ire of unions
whobelieve the authorides under-
mined social dialogue during the
diseussion process,

Unton leaders {front row, h'om left) MUT pru!dentlolm Bencini; GWI officlals Helen Mallla; vice pruldem GeituMercieca, deputy general

secretary; Tony Zarh, g

Carrylng placards reading "no”
to the new tariffs, burdens and
shocks, workers and pensloners
marched behind the union leaders
as the sound of Bob Marley's song
Get Up, Stand Up and Jchn
Lennon's Power to the People
blared from loudspeakers.

Yesterday's protest replaced one
planned for Thursday by the Gen-
eral Warkers' Union. Last Tuesday
the unions announced theywould

bejoinkng forces to voice their dis-
gruntlement at the hike in water
and electrieity rates and the way
the government has undermined
sacial dialogue.

Stepping up onto a stagesetup
in Merchants Swreet, Unlon Had-
diema Maghqudin general secre-
tary Gejtu Vella said the untons
had called the protest to send the
government a clear sign that the
tariffs have to be revised.

“We all believe that the
national interest is nobody's
monopoly,” he sald, adding that
the water and electricity bills
were a national Issue.

Among those present at the
protestwas former Prime Minis
ter Karmenv Mifsud Bonnici.

Alternartiva Demokratika con-
gratulated the unions for organ-
ising a “historic demonstration”
adding that they should build on

v: UHM g: I secretary, Gejtu Vells and president Gejtu Tanti march together during a historic
jolnt protectinVllletta. yesterday. Pnomr Matthew Micabelil

this by forming a Trade Unions'
Council.

AD social and economic devel-
opment spokesman Michael
Briguglio said that through such
a council, workezs’ rights would
be defended and promoted
through a collective movement
that respects the identity of each
union,
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