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MALTA 

ATI NOl. XXI tu' 1-1985 

ATT mal'iru~ b'ligi mill-Parlament ta' 
Malta. 

A'IT biex ja ~limel dispo:l:izzloni gdida 
dwar il-klieb, min!1ok d-ditPoHz.. 
zjonijiel ta' l.()rd in~nza dwar it­
Klieb. 

ACT No. XXI of 1985 

AN ACT enacted by the Parliament 
of Malta. 

AN ACT 10 make new provision in 
respect nf dogs. in substitutiolt of tbe 
provision!> of the Dogs Ordinance. 



A 143 

Nagl\ti l-kunscns ticgl\i. 

(L.s.) AQA. THA BARBARA 

President 

15 ta ' Novcmbru. 1985 

ATI Nru. XXI ta' 1-1985 

ATT b~x jag/lmeJ dispOziztjvni sdida dwar iJ.klieb, minfwk id;lispot).z· 
zjonijiet la' l-Ordina1lJ.(l d ... ar iJ-1(lieb. 

IL-PRESIDENT, bi l-parir u l-kunsens tal-Kamra tad'Deputali, 
im1aqqgl\a fdan il-Parlament. u bl..awloritlt ta' I·isless. bareg b'ligi dan 
Ii gej:_ 

I. Dan I-At! jista' ji5SCjjall I-Att ta' 1·1985 dwar il·Klieb. Titolu. 

2. F dan I-An, kemm-il darba r-rabta tal-kliem ma lel\liegx Tiftir. 
xort'ohra -

"detentur" tinkludi kull persuna li Ikun inkarigala minn Jew 
li Dormalment lilma Jew tiel\u hsieb xi kelb; 

"driu preskriu" tfi5SCr id-drit! preskrilt tatlt ir-Regolamcnti ta' G.N. 8"6 ta' 

1-]949 dwar il-Litenzi tal-Pulizija. I·J949 

J. (I) Ebda persuna ma lista' tiomm kelb ta' l-et! ta' sill xhur Li<~, 
Jew iijed mingllajr liteJ\7a mal\ruga skond dan I-All. 

(2) Ghan-finijiet tas-subarlikolu (]) ta' daD l-artikolu kull 
persuna li fil·kustodja Jew fil-pussess taghha. Jew li fid-dar Jew fil-post 
tagl\ha, jinsab xi kelb bllal dal::. titqies li tkUD il-persuna li Uomm dak 
il-kelb. sakemm roa jigi~ pruvat kuntnlIju. 

(3) ll-prova li kelb ma jl;ollux itjed minn sit! xhur tkun 
gl\an-persuna li Uomm il-kelb. 

(4) Persuna ghamja li t.iomm kelb 1i jiotuia biss biCll: tig­
gwidaha Ikun eieotata mill-tilas tad-dritt presl::ritl. 

4, (1) Litenzi biex jiniammu l::lieb jinllar~ miU-Kummissarju Appljbujoni 
tal-Pulizija u jistghu jinkisbu fuq apl'likaajoni lill-uffi~jal inkarigat aIIaJ. liea, .... 
minn dawk iJ·licenti ma]·I\!as lad-driu preskritt. 
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R .. trir;zionijiet 
dwa1" il-titmim 
ta' Idioll. 
Kap. 1) 

Midoijo.. 

(2) Tkun mcfltie~a liten7..a separata glial kun kelb. 

(3) Ebda persuna ma tikkwalifika biex tik.seb litenza taM 
dalll-Att kemm·iJ darba din ma tkunx ghalqet kta ta' tmintax-il sella u 
IJrun kapaci li liehu f1sieb kelb: 

lMa I·kwalifika ta' l-etA ta' tmilltax-il sena ma tapplikax ghal 
persuni ghoroja. 

s . ill Il-Kummissarju ta!·Pulizija jista' jipprojbixxi detenlur la' 
litellUl milli jtomm itlar minll kdb wiehed fxi dar li tkun qieghda 
fpost abitala fis-sens tal·Kodi<':i tal-Li~ijiet tal-Pulizija. 

(2) Gflall-finijiet tas-subartikolu (I) ta' dan I-artikolu kull 
persuna 1i fid.<far taghha jinstabu xi klieb, titqies li tkun il-persuna li 
Uomm dawk il-klieb, sakemm ma ji~ix ppruvat kuntrarju. 

(3) Fil-k.at. ta' djar mikrija b'apparlamenti, kull parti la' dik 
id.<far mikriia gll.aliha, ghandha, ghall-finijiet las-subartikolu 0) ta'dall 
l-ru-tikolu, titqies li hi dar. 

(4) Ebda hoga I'doll l·artikolu roa tolqot xi dispoiiujowjiet 
lal-Koditi tal-Ligijiet tal·Pulizija dwar jj-tit.mim ta' klieb f'kerrejjiet. 

6, (J) Ma' kull li<::cnz.a. mahru~a Jew im~edda taht dan I-Att 
ghandha tinghRta midalja tal-metall li tinllibes mill-kelb H gflalih tini­
feri Hitenu. 

(2) Kull midalja gll.andha Siib numru u s-sena tal-llru~ tagb.· 
ha, tkun valida ghas-sena ]i matulha Ikun inharget. u lista' liggedded 
ghal perijodi la' tnax·il Xallar li kun wiehcd minnhom jibda jgbodd 
mill·] ta' Jannar ta' Jrull sena. 

(3) ld-<lritt ghal liCenza gllandha tinkludi I·ispita lal-midalja. 

(4) Midalja ohra Jew midalj; ohra, meta hekk mehtieg, 
jistghu jillhargu ghall-istcss kdb matul kull sena li ghaliha jkun hcmm 
fiHehh li<::Cnza, mal-bIas tad-<lritt preskrill . 

(5) In-numru ta' kull midalja ghandu jitnitiel fuq iJ·Hcenza 
mill·uffiCjal !i jobrog dik il·lit:ellUl. 

Isem u indiriz.z 7. II-Kummissarju tal-Pulizija jista', wara applikaz.zjooi, jinkludi 
!U<[ il..",idalj.. fil·midalja \-isem u I-indirizz tad-<leteolUr tal-li~ellza, mal·tllas tad-<lritt 

preskritt. 

UN It. midalp.. 8. Ebda persuna ma ghandba tui..a glial xi kelb midalja li kieoet 
inha,*et Jew ill~ddet ghal xi kc1b ichor. u s-sid jcw id-detenlUr ta' kull 
kdb li jkun liebes dik il-midalja ji!qics li hu !'persuna li wtat dik il­
midalja bi hur tad-<lispoiizzjoni la' dan I·artikolu, kcmm-il darba ma 
jigix pruvat kuntrarju. 

Wi,; ,.' midalja. 9. (I) KuH ufficjal tal·pulizija jista' jaqbad u jzomm xi kc1b 
sabiex }ezamina ]-midalja milbusa mill-kc1b. 

(2) KulJ ufl"iCjal tal·pulizija jista' jehtieg iiw id Jew lid· 
delenlUr ta' kc1b 1i jipproduCi u jaglltib fi tmien sebat ijicm il·lit:enza dwar 
il-kelb sabiex }eiaminaha. 



10. (i) Minkejja d-dispotiu.jonijiet ta' kull ligi ohm, kull uffit· 
ja! tal-pulizija jista' jaqbad kull kelb li jkun qed jiggerra u j10mmu sa­
kemm il-kelb lOa jigix mitlub Iura minn sidu jew mid..detentur tieghu, u 
dan jipproducr I-litenza dwar dak il-kelb. u jhalla~ I.ispejjet kollha li 
jkunu saru biex jiniamm dak iJ-ke1b. 

m JeU: il-kelb ma jigix mitlub Iura Jew H-litenza dwaru 
ma tigix prodotta Jew I-ispejjet imsemmija fis-subartiko1u (1) ta'dan 
l-anikolu ma jithallsux fi imien sebat ijiem minn meta jinqabad iJ-kelb_ 
dan iHelb jigi distrutt Jew isir minnu ~ort'ohra mi!1-Pulizija. 

(3) lI·hlas ta' I-ispejjei. kif provdut fis-subartilr.:olu m ta' dan 
lolIrtikolu ma jehlisx 1is-sid Jew lid·detenlur lal.kelb miun xi responsab­
bilta ohTa taht dan I-AIt. 

11. KuU uffitjal tal·pulizija jista' wkoll jaqbad u jfomm kelb li 
jahbat ghal xi persuna. Jew ghal ~i tiemel Jew annimal iehor mirkub 
armat rvettura. Jew ifixkel xi vettura miexja b'mod li jdejjaq Jew li jkun 
ta' perikolu, u f'dak il·kat id'dispozizzjonijiet ta' l-artiko1u 10 ta' dan 
I-All gllandhom japplikaw. 

12. Gha!l-finijiet ta' I-artikoli 9. 10 u 11 ta' dan I_Au "uffitjal 
tal·pulizija" ti nkludi kun persuna awtorizzata mil1-Ministru l"rSpon­
sabbli gfiaU-pulizija biex laqdi xi whud mill-fu n~jonijiet tal-pulizija taht 
id-dispotizzjonijict ta' dawk l-artikoli. 

lJ. Minkejja d-<lispotizzjonijiet ta' kull ligi ohra, kull persuna 
barra minn uffitjal tal-pu1izija, 1i tichu fil-pussess tagllha kelb]j jkun 
qed jiggerra ghandha: 

(a) taghti Iura I·kelb Ii1 sidu Jew lid-detentur tieghu. jekk dan 
ikun maghruf; jew 

(b) tiehu 1i11·kelb fl~reb ghassa tal·puliz.ija u tgharraf lill­
uffitjal tal,pl,Iliz.ija ink.arigat minn dik I·ghassa fejn sabet il·kelb u 
ma' dan japplikaw ghal dak il·kelb id-dispo1.injonijiet ta'l-artikolu 
10 ta' dan I-All. 
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n ib. llI>t t1Iati I",. tot-kctb. 

S<l£/i. 1lI0n· 
qbid la' kli.b 
rJoi htij .... 

UffiCjat lOt· 
pulizii. jinl:!"~i 
jl<"..,i 
.wtori=tL 

~""!\a li ooi b 
:<i kdh jijgorr. 
..... bdu. 

14. (]) Meta xi sid Jew detentur la' kelb li jkun la' periko1u ghan· Ktieb perilotuti. 
nies. jonqos li jzomm il-kelb taht kontroll. dan ilrnn hati ta' reat u jehel 
meta jinsab hati ammenda ta' hames liri Maltin u I-Qorti gfiandha tordna 
lill-Pulizija li tiddi~truW I-kelb glIas-spejjet ta' sidu Jew tad-detentur 
tieghu minkejja li l·ke1b jista' jkollu sid Jew detentur gdid. 

(2) Ma jkunx mel!tieg gllall-prosekuzzjoni biex tipprova li 
s-sid Jew id-detentur kien jaf li I·kelb kien perikolut bie;r; il-Qorti tordna 
li jig; distrutt H-kelb kif provdut fis·subartiko1u (I) ta' dan I-artikolu. 

0) Jekk il.per~un3 aHuzata kif provdut fi~ubartikol u (1) 
ta' dan l-artikolu Ikun ghal xi raguni meblusa mill-akkuh. il-Qorti 
ghandba, ;r;orta waMa, jekk tklln sodisfalla li I-kelb hu perikolu"-, tortlna 
!i dan jigi disrult. 

(4) Kelb 1i jkon gidem jew habat glial xi persuna jitqies li hu 
peri lwluz. kemm·iJ darba rna jigix pruval kuntrarju. 

IS, Minkejja d-dispo:l:izzjonijiet tal·Kodi<!i Kriminali. l-Avukat 
t'lenerali dejjcm ikollu jedr:! ghal appell lill-Qorti ta' I-Appel1 Kriminali 
minn kull de~izjoni mogfltija mill-QoTli tal-Magistrati tal·Pulizija Ou­
di:u.jarja dwar proi:edimenti !i jinqa!gfln mid-dispot injonijiet ta' I· 
artikolu 14 ta' dan I-AIt. 

Appd t 
mill-A ...... ! 
Ge .. ",U. 
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So'pelt D' Hi, (i) Bla !\saTa gha c!.di~potiT.<:jon;iie! ta' l.()rdinanza dwar it­
·'"bbia·.~ ... m"'d 1baris mill-Mard. u ta' Ir.:ul! li~i ohm. kul! meta persuna tissuspella li 
l.~or ~ Jltbel\ed. kelb ikollu r-rabbja jew xi marda ohra 1i tittiebcd min-nies tgharraf 1i1 
Kap. '9 xi uffiCjal tal-puli1jja bis-SllSpeU ta!\hba u I-post lejn jinsab il·kelb, jew 

xi uffitjai tal-pulizija jkollu dalr.: iwuspett dwar "i kelb, dale l·uffiCjal 
ghand" minnufih jaght; dalr.: it-tagtlrif li jkun irteva li1l-Veterinarju 
Prin6pali Jew Jil Veterinarju iehor tal-Gvern u dan ghandu ja~ixxi fuq 
it-parir tieghu. 

(2) JeU: iJ-Vetcrinarju li jkun bellk mgharraf ikon tal-fehma 
li jkun Ilemm mguni xierqa jissUSpeUI r-rabbja Jew xi marda ohm 1i 
tittiebed min-nies dan ghandu jgJlarr.tf minnufih Iis-Suprintendent tas­
Sahha Pubblilr.:a 1i ghandu jaghti dawk id-direttivi li jkUDU mchtiega 
sabiex tithares is-sahha pubblih. 

Re .. ; u pion;. 17. Kul\ persuna li tikser jew li tonqos 1; tnares ~i dis-
potizzjoni la' dan I·AII Ikun natja la' reat u mct.a linsab lIalja lisla' 
lehd glial kun reat, kemm-il darha m'hemmx provduI piena ikhar tallt xi 
ligi ohm ammenda ta' lIames liri Maltin. 

AppliklzzjQni ta' 18. fd-dispoziujonijiet ta' I·artikolu 316 tal-Kodi<:i tal-Ligijiet 
l·artikolu 116 tal-Pulizija gIIandhom jappHkaw gnal tull rcat taht dan I-At! jew glial 
.. 1·Uiiji., kull regolamenti magnmula bis-sanrta ticgnu. 
101·Pulizij •. 

1.9. I\·Ministru responsabbli gIIall-pulizija jista ' minn tmien glial 
tmien jaghmel regolamcnti sabiex jinghata effett lid-dispmizzjonijiet ta' 
dan I-All u, bla hsara gIIall-generalitA ta' dak li O!qal qabcl. jista' jagll­
mel regolamenti -

(a) sabiex jippreskrivu ghal sarima u t-tl1.mim tal-klieb tabt 
kontrol1; 

(b) sabiex jippreskrivu u jirregolaw li I-klieb ikuou lebsin, 
meta jkunu f~rti postijiet pubblici, kullar bl-i§cm u bl-indirin 
tas-sid ;cw tad..detentur tiegnu iskritti jew [uq il-kul1ar jew fuq 
pjan~a jew medalja mwabhJa miegllu; 

(c) sabicx ma jnal1ux li klieb jew lil xi klassi tal-kl ieb jithal· 
lew jiggerrew waqt is-sigllat koJlha jew x'ullud mis-sigllat bejn intu! 
u tlugh ix-xemx; 

(d) sabiex jim:golaw u jikkontrollaw it-tiimim ta' klieb fx; 
~irkostanzi parlikolari; 

(e) sabiex ma ji thalliex li klieb ihammgu I-hankini u t-toroq; 

ID sabie:o: jippreskrivu u jirregolaw il-<]bid. it-titmim u 1-
tnennija, inklui id..distruzzjoni la' klieb 1i jkunu Qed jiUerrew 
jew ta' klieb li ma jkoJlhomx sarima jew 1i ma jkunux mitmuma tabt 
kontroil; 

(g) sabicx jippreskrivu d-drittijiet u I-ispejjd. gIIaHiimim ta ' 
klieb u I,gbir ta' dawk id-driltijiet u ~pejjd. minghand is-sidien jew 
minghand id-dctenturi ; 

(l'I) sabiex jippreskrivu I-ktieb li ghandu jintamm mid-deten­
turi ta' !i~nzi ta' l'Iwienet tal-pets u negozjanli tal-klieb. u t-tagllril 
II ghandu jtmlt.:lel f'dak lI-ktieb dwar tull kelb mlbjugh u dwar 
min jixtrih: 

(i) sabiex jipprovdu li kuil persuna li tikser jew li tonqos li 
tltares xi regolamenti magtlmula taht dan I-All Ikun hatja ta' reat 
u tehel meta tinsab natja pieni li ma jkunux iktar minn ammenda; 



(j) sabiex jippresll:rivu lI:ul! baga Ii tista' lig; pttskrilta; u 
(11:) b'mod general; ghat kul! ghan ichor!i jkollu x'jaqs.am 

mal·tI!addim tad--dispoiizzjonijiel la' dan I·AU. 
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20. (!) L-Ordinanza dwar il·Klieb hi b'dan imbaSIJra bla lIsara 11I..,i, u ri!<1"\'A, 

glial kuH haga magll.mula Jew li naqset miUi SlJ ir bis-sahha taghba , u, Kap, 63 
b'mod partikolari, ghal kul! proccdimenti Ji jkunu Uiebdu }CW li jistgllu 
jiuiehdu bis-sahlla taghha dwar xi respousabbiltlt. pcnaH Jew plena 

""''''. 
(2) Kul! !itenza moghtija taht !·imsemmija Ordinanza u kull 

medalja mahrull:a Jew pcrmessa dwar dill: il·Hccnza. li j~unu validi mal· 
bidu fis-schh ta' dan I·AII ghandhom jibqghu validi gha~·tmien li ma 
jkunx glIalaq u glial da!.: if·tmien jilqicsu li jll:unu ughataw, inhargu u 
pcrmessi taht dan I·AII u jitqiesu skond hekll:. 

Mgboddi mill·Kamra tad·[)eputati fis-Seduta Nru. 294 tal·n ta' N(I\Iembru, 1985, 

C. Mwsu[) 

Skrivrm Ia/·Kamra lad·DepUlali 

DANI~L M ICALLI)P 

Speaker 
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Cit.Iioll. 

InlorPfet>.t;on. 

Lice" ... 

(L.s.) 

I assent. 

A OATIIA BAlt8AM 

President 

15th November. 1985 

ACT No, XXI of 1985 

AN A CT IQ make new provision in respect of dogs, in substitution of the 
provisions of the Dogs Ordinonce. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with !he advice and 
consent of the House of Representatives. in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by tbe authority of the same. as follows :_ 

1. This Act may be cited as the Dogs Act. 1985. 

2. In this Act. unless the conte~t otherwise requires -
"keeper" includes any person having the charge of or who 

habitually feeds or looks after a dog; 

"prescribed fee" means the fee prescribed under the Police 
Licences Regulations, 1949. 

3. (I) No person shall keep a dog of the age of si~ months or 
ovef wi thout a licence issued in accordance with this Act. 

(2) For the purposes of subsection Ol of this section evay 
person in whose custody or possession. or in whose house or premises, 
any such doa: shall be found. shall be deemed to be the person who keeps 
such dog. unless the contrary is proved. 

(3) The proof that a dog is not over six montbs old sballlie 
upon the person who keeps the dog. 

(4) A blind person who keeps a dog which is used fOf 
bis guidance shall be exempt from tbe payment of the prescribed fee. 

Appti~.tlon 10. 4. (I) Licences to keep dogs sball be issued by the Commissioner 
licence. of Police and may be obtained on application to the officer in charge of 

su<::h licences against payment of the prescribed fee, 



(2) A separate licence shall be required in respect of each 
dog. 

(3) No person ~haU be qualified for obtaining a licence under 
tbi~ Act unless he has completed eighteen years of age and is capable of 
taking charge of a dog: 

Provided tbat the qualification of eighteen years of age shall 
not apply 10 blind persons. 

S. (!) The Commissioner of Police may forbid a licensee from 
keeping more than one dog in any house which is situated in an inhabited 
area within the meaning of the Code of Police Laws. 

(2) For the purposes nf subsectinn (I) ot this section every 
person in whose house sucb dogs are found, shall be deemed to be the 
person who keeps such dogs. unless the contrary Is proved. 

(3) In the case of houses let by apal'tlllents, each pan of any 
such house separately let. shall. for the purposes of sub5e<:tion (1) of this 
section. be deemed to be a house. 

(4) Nothina: in this section contained shall affecl any provi­
sions of the Code of Police Laws relating to the keeping of dogs in 
commOll tenement-houses. 
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Raoqictioot _ ... 
~ of ,,-. 

Cap. IJ 

6. (J) Tbere shall be delivered with every licence issued or BAdpo. 
renewed under this Act a metal badge to be worn by the dog 10 which 
the licence refers. 

(2) Every badge shall bear a number and the year of issue 
thereof. shall be valid for the year during which it is issued, and may be 
rcnewed for periods of twelve months each beginning on the 1st January 
of anyone year. 

(3) The licence fee shall include the cost of the badge. 

(4) A second or subsequent badge may, where ne<:essary, be 
issued for the same dog during any year for which a licence ill in force, 
against payment of the prescribed fee. 

(S! The numbel: of each badge shall be entcrod on the licence 
by the issuing officer. 

7. The Commissioner of Police may, upon applicatiOll , include fUme _ 
in the badge the name and address of the licensee, subject to the payment .~ OD boodtc. 
of the prescribed fee. 

8. No person shall use for any dog a badge which was iEsued or u.. of ........ 
renewed for another dog. and the owner or keeper of any dog wearing 
such badge shall be deemed 10 be the person who has used that badge 
contrnry to the provision of this section. unless the contrary is proved. 

9. (l) Any police officer may seize and detain any dog for the Productiom of 
purpose of examining the badge worn by the dog. ~ 
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U) Any police officer may require the owner or keeper of a 
dog to produce and deliver to him within seven days, for examination. the 
licence relating to the dog. 

Claim fOl' 10. (i) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other Jaw, any 
~ ()( <los. police officer may seize any stray dog and detain it until its owner or 

keeper claims it. produces the licence relating to such dog. and pays all 
expenses incurred by reason of its detention. 

Po",,,,, '" 
.. Izc dop 
iD ""'lam 
<Ox,. 

Poli<:< office, 
'" i""lude 
au1ltori&ed 
~ 

(2) If the dog is not claimed Of the licence relating \0 such 
dog is not produced or the expcur.e!; mentioned in subsection (I) of this 
section are Dot paid within seven days of seizure, the dog shall be 
destroyed or otherwise disposed of by tbe Police. 

(3) The parmeo! of CJipenses as provided in subsection (\) of 
this section shall not exempt the owner or keeper of the dog from any 
other liability incurred under Ihis Act. 

11. Any police officer may also seize and detain a dog whi<:h 
assaults any person, or any horse or other animal while being ridden or 
driven in a vehicle, or runs foul of any vehicle in motion in such manner 
as 10 cause annoyance or danger, and in any such case the provisions of 
section 10 of this Act shall apply. 

12. For the purposes of seclions 9, 10 and I I of this Act "police 
officer~ shall include any person authorised by the Minister responsible 
for the police to perform any of the functions by a police offJCeT undcr 
the provisions of those sections. 

13. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, any person 
other than a police officer, who takes possessIon of a stray dog shall: 

(a) return the dog to ils owner or keeper, if known, or 

(b) take the dog to the nearest police station and infofDl the 
police officer in charge of that station as ( 0 the place where the dog 
was fouud and thereupon the provisions of section 10 of this ACI 
shall apply to such dog. 

~ <lop. 14. (\) Where any owner or keeper of a dog which is dangerous 
to persons, fails to keep the dog under control, he shall be 
guilty of an offence and shall nn conviction be liable 10 a line 
(amrm!l1da) of five Maltese liri and the Court shall order the Police 10 
destroy the dog at the e~pense of its owner or keeper notwithstanding 
thal the dog may have a new owner or keeper. 

(2) For the Conn to order the destruclion of a dog as provided 
in subsection (1) of this section. it shaH not be nettssary for the prosecu· 
tion to prove that the owner or keeper knew that the dog was dangerous. 

(3) If the person charged as provided in subsection (I }of this 
section is for any reason acquitted of the charge, the Coun shall, never­
theless, if satisfied that the dog is dangerous. order its destruction. 

(4) A dog which has bitten Of assaulted a person shall he 
considered 10 he dangerous. unless the contrary is proved. 

Appeal by 15. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Criminal Code, the 
At10mey a..-.L AUomey General shall always have a right of appeal to the Coun of 

Criminal Appeal from any judgment given by the Court of Magistrates 



of ludicial Police in respect of proceedings arising out of the provisions 
of section 14 of this Act. 

Ill. (I) Saving the provisions of the Prevention of Disease Ordin. 
ance. and of any other law. whenever any person having a sll5picion that 
a dog is affected with rabie!! or with any other disease communicable to 
man informs any police officer of his suspicion and of the whereabouts 
of the dog, or any police officer has such a ~uspicion about a dog. tbat 
oUicer shall forthwith oontmunicalc the information rece ived by him to 
the Principal Veterinary SurgCQn or other Government Veterinary Sur­
geon and shall act on his advice. 

(2) It the Veterinary Surgeon so informed is of the opinion 
that there is a valid cause to suspect rabie!! or any other d isease commu­
nicable to man he shall infonn forthwith the Superintendent of Public 
Health who shall give such directi,'cs as may be necessary to safeguard 
public healtb. 

17. Any person who acts in contravention of or fai ls to comply 
with any provision of this Act shall be gui lty of an offence and shall on 
conviction be li able for each offence. unles,<; a bigher punishment is 
provided for in any other law. to tbe punishment of a fine (ammenda) of 
five Mahese liri. 

18. The provisions of section 316 of the Code of Police Laws shall 
apply to any offence under this Act or any regulations made thereunder. 

19. The Minister responsible for the police may from lime to time 
make regulations for giving effect to !he provisions of this Act and, with­
out prejudice 10 the generality of the foregoing. may make regulations _ 

(a) for prescribing the muzzling and keeping of dogs under 
control; 

(b) for prescribing and regulating the wearing by dogs, while 
in certain public places. of a coUar with the name and addres.s of the 
owner or keeper inscribed on the collar or on a pla te or badge 
attached thereto: 

(c) for preventing dogs nr any class of dogs from straying 
during all or any of the hours between sunset and sunrise; 

(d) for regulating and controlling the keeping of dogs in any 
particular circumstances: 

(e) for preventing the soiling by dogs of pavements and streets; 
(f) for prescribing and regulating the seizure. detention and 

disposal. including destruction. of stray dogs and of dogs not 
muzzled or not being kept under control; 

(g) for prescribing the [ees and e~peru;es for the detention of 
dogs nnd the recovery of such fees nnd C~PCll3Cs from the owners 
or keepers: 

(b) for prescribing the book which sball be kepI by licensees 
of pet shops and dealers in dogs. and the particnlars whicb shall 
be recorded in such book in respect of every dog sold and of the 
purchaser; 

(i) for providing that any person who contravenes or fails 
10 comply with any regulations made under this Act shall be guilty 
of an offence and shall be liable on C()nviction to punishments not 
exceeding a fine (am~"da). 
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(j) for pw;cribing anything that may be prescribed; and 
(k) generally for any other purpose connected with the opera­

tion of the provisions or this Act. 

20. (l) The Dogs Ordinance is hereby repealed without prejudice 
to anything done or omitted to be done thereunder, and. in particular, 
10 any proceedings taken or that may be taken thereunder in respect of 
any liability, penalty or punishment incurred thereunder, 

(2) Any licence gronted under the said Ordinance llnd any 
badge issued or permitted in respect of that licence, which are valid OIl 
the coming into force of this Act shall continue to be valid for any un· 
e:\pired period and shall for that period be deemed to have been granted. 
issued and pennittcd under this Act and treated accordingly. 

Passed by the House of Representatives at Sitting No. 294 of tbe 13th November, 
1985. 

c. ...... 
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