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BRUNSBUETTEL, Germany, Jan 20 (Reuters) - A floating terminal to
import liquefied natural gas (LNG) arrived in the port of Brunsbuettel on
Friday, the third such vessel to start up in recent weeks as Germany
rushes to diversify away from former top supplier Russia.

The Hoegh Gannet floating storage and regasification unit (FSRU) arrived
at the Brunsbuettel Elbehafen port near Hamburg.

It will allow LNG tankers to land and their cargoes to be regasified and fed
into the country's grid.

"Floating LNG terminals enable the import of gas and thus strengthen
Germany's security of supply,” said Markus Krebber, chief executive of
RWE (RWEG.DE), which has spearheaded the project.

"The strong energy dependence of our country on Russian pipeline gas
will end with the deployment of the special vessels."

The first LNG cargo - from Abu Dhabi National Oil (ADNOC.UL) - due at
the FSRU is scheduled to arrive at the end of January, RWE said in a
statement.

In recent weeks, FSRUs have arrived in Wilhemishaven and Lubmin,
taking Germany's LNG import capacity to 14 billion cubic metres,
according to Economy Minister Robert Habeck.

"More need to be added," he said at an event in Brunsbuettel.

The Nord Stream 1 pipeline which Russia shut off in August had an annual
capacity of 55 bcm.

Three more FSRUs are scheduled to be in place for the 2023/24 winter
season, which has come into focus after mild temperatures and high gas
storage levels have alleviated supply concerns about this winter so far.
"We will have to refill the storage facilities during the summer for the winter
of 2023/2024. That will not be possible without liquefied gas and additional
imports,” said Klaus Mueller, president of Germany's network regulator.



"After all, we also have to prepare for a case where a terminal or pipeline
fails, he said.



