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Noght; I-kunsens lieg.hi. 

(L.S.) CENSU TABONE 
President 

30 ta ' Jannar, 1990 

ATI Nru. IV ta 'I- I990 

A TT bi~x j;rugola I-Arkivji Nanjorwli 

IL-PRESIOENT, bil-parir u ]-kunsens tal-Kamra tad·[)eputa ti, 
irnlaqqglia fdan il-Parlamcm. u bl-awtorit!l ta' '· isless. hare~ b"ig; dan 
li gej:-

I. Dan I-An gfiandu jisscjjafi ]·AII ta' '·1990 dwar I-Arkivj; 
Nazzjonali . u ghandu iidhol fis-sehb fdik id-datD li J-Minislru 
responsabbli ghall-Edukaujoni jista' b'avvit fiI-Gazzetta jislabbiliui. 

2. Itun id-dmir tal-Ministru responsabbJi ghall -Edukaujoni ill; 
jassigura li jiniammu konservali sewwa u ragjoncvolmcnt Bffessibbli 
ghall-pubbliku ghall-ist op ta' s\udju, id-dolmmenti kollha ta' nalura 
pubbJika. li ma jkunWl ghadhom n·uZu ghall-iskop ta' ,­
amministrazzjoni. 

3. Il -Ministru responsabbli ghall -Edukazzjoni ghandu jislabiliui 
post Jew postijiet hiex iservu bhala Arkivju NaujonaJi fejn }d­
dokument i u l-oggeni kollha msemmijin fl-anikol i4 u 5 ta' dan I-AlIjigu 
konse rvali u fejn il-pubbliku jista' jattedi ghalihom. I1-Bibljotekarju 
mahtur skond l-Ordinanza tal-Libreriji PubbliCj ghandu jkun ex-ufftcio 
Kuratur ta' I-Arkivji Naujonali . II-Ministru responsabbl i g.hall­
Edukazzjoni jista ' jahtar Kumital Konsu ltalliv mex jaglltih parir 
rigward I-ahjar tmexxija la' I-Arkivju Naujonali. 

4 . (I) Id-dokument i ta' natura pubblika li ghandhom jiniammu 
fl-A rkivju Naujonali a tenu r ta 'l-artiko lu 2 ta' dan I-An jinkludu: 

(a) it-tesl 8"'1entiku lal-Koslituzzjonijiet kollha I; glial XI 
Wt ien kienu fis-!;e hh rdawn il-Gujjer; 

(b) id-dokumenti kollha relal1ivi ghad-dibal1iti, minut i, 
karti mqieg.hda fuq il-mejda, dikjaranjonijie t u rapporti tal-

1tap. 92. 
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Arki>'ji 
.ti>«nti. 

KunsiJli tal-Gvem. I-Assemblea Legislattiva. s-Senal. il·Kunsill 
E1ekuttiv. il -Kamra tad-Depull1li. il-Kummissjonijicl Jrja.li, 
Kumitati MaghZula, !cif ukoll la' l-Assemblea Naujonali, LI la l· 
korpi l-obra kollha li b'xi mod slmnd il-ligi kellt.om x'jaqsmu mal­
(lvern ta' dawn il·Gicjjer; 

(t) iHest awtentiku taHigijiet, proklami , on:linanlti Jew 
Slrumenli ohra Icgislallivi; 

(d) it -lest awtentiku la' (rallllli, konvcnzjonijiel, u ku ll xorta, 
la ' fu:him pubbliku kuntnUlat mill-Gvem ta' Malta ma ' Gvemijiet 
barmnin; Jew ma ' Istituzzjonijiet Jew Korpi Inlcmazzjonali; 

(e) id-dokumenli ammini5trlltlivi u dipanimentali lal-Gvern 
ta' Malta, inktuZi d-dokumenli kol!ha tal-Ministeri. 
Kummissjonijiet , Awtori tajiel Jew Bordijiel tal-Gvem, waClllielin 
sena mill-eghluq lagl'lhom; 

(I) id-dokumenli la' ]-Universitill ta' l-Isludji, kif uk.oll tal­
Korporaujonijiet u Enti Pubbl iti ohm: 

(g) k.uU pubblikazzjoni uffiCjali tal-Gvem, ta' l-Univenitll la' 
l- lstudji, uta' I-Awtoritajiet , Korporaujonijiet u Enti Pubbliti 
ohm ; 

(h) mapep, disinjiJotognfij i, neganivi ta' fotognfiji u lastri 
taghhom, pellikoli Cinematognfiti, regiSITllzzjonijie t k.emm tal-
1'Ioss kif ukoll ta' l-immagini, ta' kwalunkwe tip, jew materjal iehor 
u kulllip la' dokumenlazzjoni miZmum mill-Gvem; 

(i) dak kollu li b'xi mod jew iehor jigi akkwislal minn barra 1-
amministraujoni u li jkun la 'l-isless tip bhal dak li hu e1enka t fuq , 

(2) ld-dokumenli msemmija fis-subanikolu (1) ta ' dan 1-
anikolu barn minn dawk elenkati fil -paragrllfi (a), (~), (d) u (t) 
ghandhom jigu mi:!:muma skond dan I-AIt, mela I-istess ma jkunux 
ghadhom fI-uiu ghall-iskop ta' I-amministrazzjoni, u minkejja kull 
tmien msemmi fis-subanikolu (I) la' dan I-on ikolu, dokumenl 
m'ghanduxjintamm skond dan I-Aujekk ikun ghadu " -uZu ghall -iskop 
ta ' l-amministrazzjoni kif jista' jigi l:ertifi knl mill-awtoritll li tkun fiI­
pussess :a' dak id-dokument . 

5, Dawk I-arkivj i efisten ti li huma rregoJati b'xi ligi partikolari 
ghandlJOm jibqghu jigu konservati u regolati kif mahsuh skond il-ligijiet 
fis-sehh, 

Ifda iI-Ministru responsabbli ghall -Edukazzjoni jisla' bi 
fte him mal·Minislru li jkull respollsabbli ghal arkivju ponikolari, jordno 
Hrasfe riment ta' xi dokumenti miimuma f'xi arkivji bhal dawk !ill­
Ark.ivju Naujonali meta dawn lOa jkunux akta r utili ghas-servizz lill ­
pubbliku apparti mill -islUdju , u dana laht dawk il-kundizzjonijiet I; 
jistghu jsiru mi ll -Ministru rcsponsabbJi ghall-Edukazzjoni bi ftehim 
mal-Ministru responsabbli gha ll -arkivju fejn qabel ikun kUSlodit id­
dokument: u meta xi dokumenl blial dak jigi trasferit lill-Arkivju 



Nazzjonali dana ghandu ghallrull fini lal-lig; Ii kienet tirregola it-tamma 
Ia- dak id-dokumenl n_arkivju emlenli ,jilqies li ghadu mitmum se_a 
skond dik il -lig; u kull rcsponsabbill:l rclauiva ghal dak id-dokument 
inklut il-flrog Ill- kopji jew estratli tiegflu, kif ukolll-awtentikazzjoni la ' 
l_iSless, gllandha mat-trasreriment tad-dokumenl Ighaddi IHl-Kunllur 
ta'l-Arkivji Nazzjonali . 

6, L-ebda dokumenl ,icY/oggell rnitmurn gball-konservan:joni n­
Arkivju Nazzjonali ma jista' minghaj r il-penness bil·rniktub lal­
Minislru responsabbJi gflall-Eduk~ni jig; rlZikamenl maflrog mill ­
edifittju slabbilit gl'taL dan l-i5kop miLl- istess Minilitro. Kopja la' kull 
permess mogllti mill ·Minilitru gl'landha tigi ppriservata fl·Arkivji 
Nazzjonali. e5p!)Sta gtlalL-pubbLiku u kopja ohra ghandha liniamm n­
uffittju tal-MiniSlru: 

lida fe jn xi dokument jig; trasferit n-Arkivju Naujonali skond 
id-dispo2.izzjonijiet la' I-Arlikolu 5 la' dan I- All , u skond xi ligi dak id­
dokument jintltieg li jigi etebi t fil-Ooni, Jew b'xi mod iehor utat ft­
original, il-Kuratur ta' I-Arkivju Naujonali gbandu jesebixxi Jew juta 1-
original wara li jkun gI'Iamel kopja tiegtlu glial prdervaujoni ft-arkivju. 

7, Il -Kuratur la ' I-Arkivji Nazzjonali gflandu jippreserva u rein 
hemm mehtieg jirreslawra, jikkalaloga u jagl'lmel I-india tad­
dokumenli u l-oggelt i kollha fdati lilu fl-Arkivju Nazzjonali kif ukoll , 
jislabilixxi il-mod kif il-pubbliku iista' ii5tudja dircltarnent dawk id­
dokumenli u 1-<l88elli , u jiehu kopji;ew riprodL1lZjonijiel taghbom. 

8. II-Ministru responsabbli ghall-Edukazzjooi jilita' jirriicrva 1-
aetas lal-pubbliku ghal dokumenli w oUelli meta jkun jidhirlu: 

(a) Ii fihom materjalli tie l'ideJn xi awtorill pubblika talll 1-
obbligu tas-segretCl:U;ew tal-kunfidenzjalitA; jew 

(b) li I-konlenullag.flhom huwaoueo jew pornografiku;jew 

(t) li s-sigunA ta' I-Ista l, Jew I-inkolurnit:l personali ta' ri 
iooividwu hekk jilolbu . 

9, Bla IIsara ghad-dispoiiujonijiet la' I-arlikolu 6 ta' dan I-Atl. 
kull kopja ta' dokumenl li tigi rilaujala bllala kopja vera bis-5igill ta'l­
Arkivji Nazzjonali u ffinna ta mill -Kuratur la' I-Arkivji Nan:jonali 
ghandha ghall-finijiet la' kullligi tigi meqjusa bllala kopja awten tika, u 
tinghadd, ghal skop la ' prova, bllala ekwivalenti glla lL-original. 

10. II-Minislru responsabbli gflall-Edukaujoni jisla' minn im;en 
ghal iellor jaghmel regolamenti b'mod generali 5IIbie~ iitmeuew u 
jilqegfldu fis-sehh id-dispoiiu jonij iel la' dan I-Att u jisla' b'mod spegali 
b'dawk ir-regolamenli jippreskrivi: 

(a) il·mod la ' l·att:ess tal·pubbliku ghad-dokument; u oUetti 
ft-Arkivju Naujonali; 
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(b) il-mod kif jiniel'ldu I-kupj; u riproduujonijiel ohra ta ' 
dokumenli u ta' 1-oggett i n -Arkivj u Naujonali ; u 

(t ) id-driu 11 ghandu jilhallas ghal kull servizz I; jisla ' jinghat8 
fl -Arkivju Na7.ljonal i. 

Mghoddi mill·Kamra tad-Deputati fis-Seduta Nru. 336131-21111' Jannar. 1990. 

P . M USCAT TERRIIIILE 
SkriwJn ul/· Kamru md·Dl'putali 

LAW\(ENCE G O NZt 
Spfokt', 
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[ assent. 

(L.S.) CENSU T AHONE 

President 

30th January. 1990 

ACT No. IV of 1990 

AN ACTIo ngulate Ihe Narional A,chivu. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President . by and with the advice and 
oonsem of the House of Re presentatives. in this p resent Parliament as· 
sembled , and by the authori ty o f the same, as follows:-

[ . This Act may be cited as the National Archives Act , 1900. and 
shall come into force on such date as the Minister responsible for Educa· 
tion may by notice in the Gazelle establish. 

2. It shall be the dutyofthe Minister responsible for Education to 
ensure that all documents of a public nature which are no longer in use 
for the purpose of administ ration . shall be properly preserved and 
reasonably accessible 10 the public for the purpose o f study. 

J. The Minister responsible for Education shall dete rmine Ihe 
pLace o r places which are 10 serve as National Archives whe re all docu· 
ments and objects mentioned in seclions4 and 5 o( this Act shall be pre· 
served . and where the publ ic sha ll have aocess the re to. The Librarian 
appoimcd under the Public Libraries Ordinance shall be U o/fido 
Curator of the National Archives. The Minister TC$ponsible for educa· 
tion may appoint an Advisory Commillee 10 advise him on the best 
methods of running the National Archives. 

4. (I ) Documents o f a public nmuTt: which are , in accordance 
with so:dion 2 of this Act, to be preserved in the National Archives in· 
clude: 

(a) The authenlic texl ofalJ the Constitut ions tha l at any time 
were in force in these Islands: 

COv·92. 
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(b) All documents relative \0 the debates, minutes. paptl1 
laid , declarations and reports of the Councils of Government. the 
Legislative Assembly. the Senate. the Executive Council , Ihe 
House of Represerllalives, Royal Commissions, Select Commit· 
tees as weU as the National Assembly and all other bodies which in 
any manner according 10 law were involved in tne government of 
these Islands; 

(e) the authen tic leX\ a flaws, proclamations, Ordinances, or 
OIher legislative instrumellts; 

(d ) the authentic tut of treaties. conventions and any other 
public agreement ente red by the Government of Maim with foreign 
Governments or with international inst itutions or bodies; 

(c) administrative and departmental documents arlhe Goy­
emmcnl of Malta , including all documents o f Ministries. Govern­
men t Commissions, Authorities or Boards, afler the lapseo! Ihiny 
years from their being put away; 

(t) the documents of the University. aswell asor other Public 
Corpora tions or Bodies; 

(g) alt official publications, of the Government, the Univer· 
sity , and of other Public Authorities, Corporatioru; or Bodies; 

(b) maps. designs, photographs. negatives of photographs 
and plates thereof. dnematographk: films . registrat ion of whatever 
type or material whether audio as well as visual. as well as all types 
of documentation kept by Government; 

(i) whatsoeve r is acquired from outside the administration, 
being of the same nature as that listed above , 

(2) 1bc documents refe rred to in subsection (1) of this $«' 

lion , mber than tbosoe listed in paragraphs (a), (e). (d) and (g) thercor. 
sball be ke pt in accordance with this Act , when the a.ame arc no longer in 
U5C for tbe purpose of administration, and notwi thstanding any period 
of time mentioned in subsection (1) of this section , a document shall not 
be kept in accordance with this Act, if it is sliIl in use for the purpose of 
administration as may be cenified by the authoriiy in possession of that 
document. 

S. Existing Arehive~ which arc regulated by a panicular law, shall 
continue 10 be kept and regulated in accordance with existing legisla· 
tiolU: 

Provided Ihat the Minister responsible fO!' Education may in 
coneulTCnee with the Minister responsible for a panicular archive, 
order the transfer o f documents kept in such archives to the National 
Archives, when the same are no longer of use to the public except for 
their study. and this unde r such conditions that may be imposed by the 
Ministe r responsible tor Education in concurrence with the Minister re· 



spCInsible for the Archives where in the document was previously kepI; 
and where any such document is transferred 10 the National Archives, 
for the purpose of any law reglll ati ng the deposit of that document in the 
eJl iSling archives, such document ShaH be deemed to be properly depo­
sited in accordance with such law, and all responsihiliy re lative to such 
document, including the issue of copies and extracts therefrom. as well 
as the authentication thereof, shall upon the transfer of such documents 
vest in the Curator of Ihe Na tional Archives. 

6. No document or object preserved in the Nadonal Archives 
may wi thou l lhe wriuen pcnnission of the Minister responsible for Edu­
calioo be physically laken 0111 from the prcmisesappoinled forthepurpose 
by the Ministe r. A ropy of every pcnnission granted by the Minister 
Shall be preserved in the National Archives, and publ icly shown and 
another copy shall be kept at the o ffi ce of the Minister : 

Provided that whe re a docume nt is transferred to the National 
Archives in acrordanoe with the provisions of section S of this Act. and 
in accordance with any law. such document is to be e llhibited in CoIIn. 
or o therwise used in the original. the Curator of the National Archives 
shall Cllhibil or otherwise use the original after making a copy the reof 
fo r preservation in the archives. 

7. The Curator of the National Archivcs shall preserve. and 
where necessa ry restore. catalogue and indel( all the documents and ob­
jects ent rustcd to hi m in the National Archives. as weH as establish the 
manner in which the public may direct ly study those documen ts and ob­
jects. and take copies and reproductions thereof. 

8. The Minister rcsponsible fo r Education may limit access by the 
Public to documents and obieci5 where in his diseretion:-

(a ) they contain information which has been obtained by a 
public authority unde r an obligation of set:recy o r confidentiality; 

" 
(b) thei r content is obscenc or pornographic; or 

(c) the security o f the State o r the personal safety o f any 
individual so require . 
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Oo<:utn< ...... y 
no! be ... \eft 
",,1 of .be 
Nati"" .. 
Archive<. 

9. Without prejudice to the provisions o f section 6 of this Act. Autlled'" 

every oopyof adocumenl . issued asa true copy duly sealed with the seal c:op;a. 
of the National Archives and signed by the Curator of the Na tional 
ArchivC$. shall for the purposes of any law. be deemed an authen tic 
copy and for the purpose of evidence be deemed equivalent to the orig-
inal. 

. 10. Thc Ministcr responsiblc for Education may from time 10 _oo _ k. 
lime .n:'a ke regu~a tions in general for the bener pUll ing into e ffect the n:pIMioM. 
p~lslons of th iS Act. and may in panicular by such regulatiotU pre-
scnbe: 

(a) lhe manner in which the public may have access 10 the 
documents and objects in thc National Archives; 
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(b) the manner in which copies and other reproductions of 
documents and objects in the National Archives. may be made; and 

(c) the fees that arc to be paid for any SCrvK:e that may be 
given in the Nat ional Archives. 

Passed by the Housc of Representatives at Silting No. 336 of the 23rd January. 
\"". 

P . M USCAT TERRt BILE 
Cfuk fO Ihe Uouse Qf R t PUUnlDfi"6 

L AWRENCE GONZt 
Speuku 


