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MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru 2 li saret fis-6 ta’ Lulju 2022 kienu konfermati.

LAQGĦA MAL-ONOR. ANTHONY ROTA, SPEAKER TAL-HOUSE OF COMMONS TAL-KANADA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Glenn Bedingfield): Għal din il-laqgħa għandna magħna lill-Onor. Anthony Rota, Speaker tal-House of Commons tal-Kanada. Miegħu għandu delegazzjoni magħmula mill-Onor. Elissa Golberg, High Commissioner tal-Kanada għal Malta, l-Onor. Richard Cannings, l-Onor. Ruby Sahota, l-Onor. Kevin Waugh, l-Onor. Christine Normandin u lil Miss Saba Zarghami Kunsilliera fil-High Commission tal-Kanada għal Malta. 

Fuq talba tal-istess delegazzjoni Kanadiża u bi qbil mal-Membri preżenti, din il-laqgħa se tinżamm in camera. Grazzi.


PREŻENTAZZJONI MILL-AMBAXXATRIĊI HANA HUBÀCKOVÀ DWAR IL-PRIJORITAJIET TAR-REPUBBLIKA ĊEKA GĦALL-PRESIDENZA FIL-KUNSILL TAL-UNJONI EWROPEA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Your presidency is happening at a very interesting time for the for the European Union, with the challenges Europe is facing today and leadership is key in these uncertain and difficult times for everyone. Leadership is key and indispensable. Your Excellency, the floor is yours. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]H.E. HANA HUBÀCKOVÀ (Ambassador for the Czech Republic): Mr President, good afternoon to you and to your colleagues. I thank you for this opportunity to be here in Malta and to talk about the Czech Presidency. I was here just a couple of months ago, before our presidency, and I gave a brief outline to your predecessor at that time about what we envisage to do. And when I reflect upon that time, I have to say that it was still before the invasion of Russia into Ukraine. So naturally our priorities had to change fundamentally. 

I think that nobody really expected anything like this to happen, even though we were having indications because we saw the negative development in Russia for quite a number of years now, with the situation regarding human rights getting worse every day and democracy stopped existing! There was an increasing pressure on everybody who wanted to say anything different from what the President was saying, but still, the invasion of a sovereign country is such a dramatic decision and such a denounceable decision that I think none of the European countries really expected anything like this to happen! So, we had to change fundamentally our priorities. We were already having an example by France who had to change their course of action after the February invasion. 

With me today I have Mr Milan Tous, who is responsible for the European Union affairs at our embassy in Rome. Mr Tous will lead us through the priorities as we have formulated them, and I will try to comment on them and will try to answer any questions which may be asked. Obviously, I am just the ambassador and not the Minister.      

We grouped the priorities into five major points. The first one reflected the invasion of Ukraine and relates to managing refugee crisis and post-war recovery of Ukraine. I think at that time we were still optimistic because we were talking about post-war recovery of Ukraine. This cannot happen yet but at the same time it is a very important item on the agenda that we have to keep in mind. On this first priority I think that I am speaking to people who have a lot of experience with migration, so there is nothing new that I can tell you. The only difference is the enormity of the refugee wave that practically flooded all the European countries, with the first and foremost being the neighbouring countries of Ukraine. 

At the moment the Czech Republic is having in its territory around 400,000 refugees! These are mostly women and children because men are staying in Ukraine and engaging with the Ukrainian military for the defence of their country. So, we are having around 400,000 people who need a lot of care and a lot of assistance. Now that we started the school year there are a lot of children who need to be educated and integrated into the school system, which is not such an easy task, even though our languages are not so dissimilar, but there are still a lot of differences, and it is not easy to integrate these children into our school system. 

There was enormous pressure on the state system to provide the conditions, especially at the beginning of the crisis. I think that now we have more or less stabilised our system, and in a way that we can take care of that number of refugees. There are actually millions of people in Poland, hundreds of thousands in Slovakia and hundreds of thousands in Hungary. We can go on towards our western neighbours Germany and other countries where they are having a lot of refugees to take care of. So, like I said, this is a major element. We have to continue supporting Ukraine as we have seen the intensification of the threats and also of the action against this country. What was happening yesterday and today on the Ukrainian territory is absolutely repulsive! This is something that happened in the Second World War! They are bombing civilians who have nothing to do with what is happening on the front! And this is absolutely unacceptable!

I would also like to say that all of us in the European Union, together with Malta, very much appreciate the Maltese position denouncing what is called the referenda. Yesterday I was reading an article saying we should really not use that word and I think it is absolutely right because it had nothing to do with anything that is close to a referendum. So, we should really avoid even pronouncing these words with respect to what Russia staged in the four regions of Ukraine. This is very similar to what they staged in the Crimea and to a certain extent to what they staged in South Ossetia in 2008 which, as you know, was the first military attack permitted in the succession that culminated in what we are seeing now in Ukraine. 

During our presidency we are trying to provide unity of the European Union because it is absolutely essential that we keep the unity, but we also have to keep the action going on all the activities, on the political support, on the humanitarian support and also on the military support. I am aware of the fact that Malta is a neutral country, but it is very important that the European Union has provided financial resources and that individual countries are providing military support for Ukraine to carry out it’s defence. 

The last point I wanted to make, and I think I will do it by calling on Maltese support, especially in view of your membership in the Security Council next year. When my Minister was talking at the United Nations General Assembly this year, and also in the Security Council, he was calling for establishing an international tribunal to bring to justice those who are permitting war crimes. We think it is really important, even more now, when we are facing the mobilisation of the Russian population because the people who are going to this war have to know that they are accountable for what they are doing! So, I wanted to call on Malta to support us in this call because we think that justice has to be made. 

When I recall the estimates that were made on the damage made so far it is around €750 billion and somebody has to pay for this damage! Somebody will have to carry out the reconstruction. It is an enormous amount of money and Russia has to be held responsible for this destruction. So, I’m expressing this as a firm conviction on the part of the Presidency, and I do believe that Malta will be supporting us in the call for justice. 

The second priority is energy security, and this is also a very important priority. Energy security is an emergency element for all of us. So far, we had four emergency meetings of the ministers responsible for energy security. After the informal meeting of our leaders last week in Prague, our Ministers for energy will be in permanent session, as I understand it, to prepare the agenda for the 21/22 October formal meeting of our leaders in Brussels. There have been a number of decisions already taken but we are not at the end of the road. We know the energy prices are still very high, so we have not achieved yet the results we wanted to achieve. This is really damaging the economies all over Europe and it is hitting a large part of our society. So, we have to continue working on energy security both in terms of supplies and in terms of prices and to continue with respect to the obligations we have taken to the green agenda and the transformation towards green energy. 

The third priority is European defence capacities and cyber security. Again, this is a very important element. Given that Malta has a neutral status it might perhaps have some reservations but given the threat we are facing at the moment I think that we have to increase the capacities of our defence first from our Presidency and also as a country who since 1999 is a member of NATO. We are really convinced that we have to do it in collaboration with NATO and the United States as a major political and security partner to Europe. 

Another priority is strategic resilience of the European Union economy. Again, this is something which is inherently linked to the previous priorities. We’ve seen a lot of elements that worked negatively with respect to the European Union economies in the recent years, which also had a negative impact on globalisation. We have to take that into account and take steps to become a little bit more resilient than we are at the moment, and also redirecting the production back into our countries, and work very closely with other democratic countries. We have to realise the risks that are connected with the investments into undemocratic countries. All of this should gradually result in a better resilience of the European Union economy as a whole. 

The last priority that I want to mention is resilience of democratic institutions. This is a very important element to all of us. We have been dealing with it under the General Affairs Council together with the elements that came out from the discussion on the future of Europe. The only thing we have in mind at the moment is that there are more important priorities for the moment than discussing our institutions, but we will not leave it aside. This is all I have to say on my presentation about our Presidency. If there are any questions, I will try to answer them. I have left a number of issues because there is a lot on our agenda. We are conducting trilateral dialogues with European institutions ... For example, on digital agenda there has been tangible progress, and also on quite a number of other issues. But I don’t want to go into further details and so I give the floor back to you. Thank you very much for the opportunity be here. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Your Excellency, I thank you for the presentation that you just gave us. Are there any comments or remarks? I have two short comments on the presentation. The first one is on neutrality. Yes, we do have such a clause in our Constitution, but as a country we cannot remain indifferent to such a situation and to such a crisis which we are seeing at the moment. In fact, the Maltese Government has already made its commitment that it will continue to support the Ukrainian Government and the Ukrainian people. We already assisted by giving humanitarian aid and I think that we have also welcomed a number of patients in our health system who couldn’t be taken care of in their country. 

With regards to the call of justice, I personally, as a Member of Parliament, agree with your call of justice and those who are responsible for such crimes should be punished and they should face justice. That is my opinion, but I’m only talking as a Member of Parliament and on behalf of the Committee.  

The Hon. Mario de Marco.

HON. MARIO DE MARCO: One of the priority areas is the issue of resilience of the democratic institutions. Currently we are seeing regrettably the advent of rightist parties within the European Union. We saw certain positions being taken by Hungary and we have seen the latest electoral results in Italy which could also be of some concern. So how is the Czech Republic looking at working on this priority area in the light of the current circumstances? 

H.E. ANA HUBÀCKOVÀ: From the Presidency’s point of view, we are making it very clear from the very beginning that we don’t want to leave this agenda aside because it is important for the Czech Republic as well. The rule of law is an absolutely fundamental point for the European Union. We all know it. There are regular dialogues conducted in the General Affairs Council, it goes on with the countries with respect to which there have been concerns and objections raised and I think it is a very good practice because, first of all, it’s open to all Members of the European Parliament, it is not directed to anyone specifically, so everybody is subject to the scrutiny of the rule of law issued in their internal dealings. It does give an opportunity to understand specific situations and to address the issues that are not considered to be in line with the European Union expectations and obligations. 

We have been following as a country and also as a Presidency, especially what happened in the European Parliament. It is now up to the bodies of the European Council that are dealing with it with respect to Hungary and also other countries. My understanding, especially with respect to Hungary, is that there has been some progress registered and there is one more month given to Hungary to look into the objections that were raised and to fulfil some of the reservations. That is my latest information. So, our position is that it is always better to do away with the difficulties rather than punish. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Any other question or remarks? (Hon. Members: No) We thank you for this presentation and we hope that you reach your aims and goals during these six months of your Presidency. 

H.E. HANA HUBÀCKOVÀ: Thank you once again for this opportunity. 

Fit-3.37 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data u b’aġenda li kellhom jiġu komunikati aktar tard. 
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