



MALTA





KAMRA TAD-DEPUTATI






KUMITAT PERMANENTI DWAR L-AFFARIJIET BARRANIN U EWROPEJ
(Rapport Uffiċjali u Rivedut)



IT-TLETTAX-IL PARLAMENT




Laqgħa Nru 26
L-Erbgħa, 14 ta’ April 2021







Stampat fl-Uffiċċju tal-Iskrivan
Kamra tad-Deputati
Malta




Prezz €2.50







IT-TLETTAX-IL PARLAMENT






KUMITAT PERMANENTI DWAR L-AFFARIJIET BARRANIN U EWROPEJ






Laqgħa Nru 26
L-Erbgħa, 14 ta’ April 2021








Il-Kumitat iltaqa' fil-Parlament, il-Belt Valletta, fil-4.45 p.m.





Talba













MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħat Nri 24 u 25 li saru fis-16 ta’ Frar 2021 u fl-24 ta’ Marzu 2021, kienu konfermati.

KORRISPONDENZA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Emmanuel Mallia): Onorevoli Membri, nixtieq inpoġġi fuq il-Mejda tal-Kumitat din il-korrispondenza li rċevejna;  

	Tweġiba li l-Kamra tad-Deputati rċeviet mill-Kummissjoni Ewropea għall-opinjoni motivata tal-Parlament Malti dwar il-Proposta tal-Kummissjoni għal Direttiva dwar pagi minimi adegwati fl-Unjoni Ewropea (COM (2020) 682), kif rakkomandata mill-Kumitat Permanenti għall-Affarijiet Barranin u Ewropej u bil-qbil tal-Kumitat Permanenti dwar ix-Xogħol tal-Kamra, skont kif provdut fil-Protokoll Nru 2 dwar l-applikazzjoni tal-prinċipji tas-sussidjarjetà u l-proporzjonalità kif anness mat-Trattat ta’ Liżbona. 

ĦATRA TA’ MEMBRU FUQ IL-GRUPP TA’ ĦIDMA I

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Nixtieq ninformakom ukoll li l-Onor. Kevin Cutajar se jkun qiegħed jinħatar bħala Membru fuq il-Grupp ta’ Ħidma I minflok l-Onor. Karl Gouder. 

IL-KANDIDATURA TA’ MALTA FIL-KUNSILL TAS-SIGURTÀ TAN-NAZZJONIJIET UNITI

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Inħossni onorat li llum għandna fostna l-Ambaxxatriċi Vanessa Frazier. Meta kont ministru u kellna l-problemi mal-Italja, is-Sinjura Frazier kienet Ambaxxatriċi l-Italja, u nista’ ngħid li dejjem sibt koperazzjoni magħha. Bla dubju l-Eċċellenza Tagħha hija waħda mill-aqwa diplomatiċi li għandna f’dan il-pajjiż u li llum qiegħda tirrappreżentana fil-missjoni tan-Nazzjonijiet Uniti. Id-diskussjoni llum hija fuq il-kandidatura ta’ Malta fil-Kunsill tas-Sigurtà tan-Nazzjonijiet Uniti u għalhekk nitolbok tressqilna l-preżentazzjoni tiegħek. 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER (Ambaxxatriċi, Rappreżentant Permanenti maħtura minn Malta għan-Nazzjonijiet Magħquda fi New York): Mr Chairperson, we invited the diplomatic community to follow the presentation so, with your permission, I would like to continue in English. I am honoured to be here. It is very important for my ministry, my team and myself to present this candidature to Parliament. We are honoured for the support we received from everybody. We know that we have the entire island supporting Malta for this candidature and this is what boosts us and encourages us in this rare opportunity for Malta. Malta served only once on the Security Council and this was between 1983 and 1984, and probably it won’t serve for another 50 years. Therefore, this is a rare opportunity for us. (Interruptions in the video call) 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs held a competition with MCAST students for the design of Malta’s logo in its bid for a seat on the United Nations Security Council. The design chosen represents the fishing boats, a dove which is the symbol for peace and the shape of the inside of the General Assembly Hall. And then we have security, sustainability and solidarity which are the three main themes of our campaign. This is the outline of the presentation I will be delivering; multilateralism and why it matters, issues that we will be discussing, the role that we will face on the United Nations Security Council, the work we have planned and the vision that we have for our tenure if we are elected. 

Clearly, we always have to start with our mission statement. So, we have to ask ourselves three important questions; why are we there? What do we hope to accomplish? And what do we stand for? We are there to ensure the preservation of multilateral processes. We act as a moral compass. Malta is a small island state, we are a neutral country, and we also feel that we should have a say as well as a sway in the decision-making process. 

We do not feel that because we are a small island state, we are part of a minority. There are 53 small island states out of the 193 full memberships of the United Nations. So, we are part of a very important group. The United Nations are made up of small island states and there are around 80 small countries. Therefore, we do not have to feel that we are a minority. 

What do we hope to accomplish? Diversity in perspective and also because for Malta a functioning multilateral system is vital, so we hope to ensure the preservation of international law and that international law is upheld. 

What do we stand for? We already know that Malta is a neutral country, we do not believe in the challenges to the sovereignty of other countries. We are very careful to be consistent and principled in our position and that is what guides us. And we also feel that as a small country we need to give back and so, by sitting on the Security Council, we feel that it is our contribution, as part of our membership, to take up responsibilities. 

Multilateralism and why does it matters; as a small country the multilateral process is very important to us. We do not have large armies; we are a neutral country. We believe in the diplomatic process, and we believe in the multilateral process. We are staunch supporters of the UN led peace processes and multilateralism. 

In the next slide you have a short outline of what is discussed in the General Assembly of the United Nations. Obviously, it is different from the Security Council but the cooperation between them is very important. The General Assembly deals with a number of issues, including human rights, climate change and gender equality. And Malta has always contributed by co-sponsoring resolutions and delivering statements in UN bodies. Recently these issues are also being discussed by the Security Council.  On this slide you have a picture of the Security Council, which I hope you will be sitting there very soon. 

Human rights; Human rights violations are at the root causes of conflict and insecurity. Patterns of human rights violations may provide an early indication of a potential conflict. And we will definitely be watching out for these issues. We are seeing more and more human rights violations around the world, and everybody knows where Malta stands on these matters. We do not tolerate human rights violations. As I said, we are a principled country, and we are very consistent in our policy. Hence, it is very important that the countries members of the United Nations who will be voting for us understand where we stand on these key issues. 

Climate change; Climate is also one of our priorities for the Security Council because climate is now also effecting security aspects. For example, diminishing territory because of rising sea levels is also a security implication. Forced displacement and migration, people movements and borders shifting because of droughts. So, this has become a security issue which is being discussed at the Security Council and which we have decided to take on as one of our priority areas. However later on I will get specifically on what we are aiming at. 

Gender equality; This is also very important for us and is one of our priorities because women are often excluded from the formal peace processes. We feel that female participation in peace processes, security and mediation is extremely vital. And since 50% of the world’s population is women, we feel that there should be equality of representation. 

The Security Council’s function and role; We have often heard about it but not everybody necessarily knows what its role and function is. Clearly, it’s main function is the maintenance of international peace and security, and it is the only body of the United Nations whose resolutions are immediately imposed on countries. Countries have a duty to follow them. There is a detail obligation, therefore the decisions taken at the Security Council are extremely important. 

The Security Council has to make decisions on war. One of the questions that I am always asked is about what if we have to take decisions on peace and war situations? Let’s try and remember that in the 75 years of the creation of the Security Council, it has only decided three times to act on this issue and to go to war. Hopefully it will not be something that we will be faced with! But yes, that is one of the reasons why it is important for us to address Parliament about this issue because if when we are sitting on the Security Council a decision will have to be taken on such situations, we would have to address our Parliament and seek direction from our Parliament on that particular situation. It is not simply a decision that we would take on the Council and that is why it is important for us that you understand the role that we will be having on it. 

The Security Council can also impose sanctions on individuals and on states with the use of force and with peacekeeping missions. There are various United Nations peacekeeping missions which are very important. Those are decisions we would have to decide upon and deliberate upon when we are sitting on the Council. The last line in this slide is exactly what I said at the beginning; all member states are legally bound to comply with any Council decisions. 

How is the election to the Security Council done? The Security Council is made up of 15 countries out of which five are permanent members. In fact, we call them the P5 and the other countries, that also have a veto on certain issues, are elected. In all these are ten countries. Five countries every year are elected. They are elected according to the geographical representation of the member states of the United Nations in order to ensure a geographic balance on the Council. Geographically, our family in the United Nations is called the WEOG, the Western European and Others Group. The WEOG has two seats on the Security Council. Luckily enough we are uncontested because it is Malta and Switzerland who are contesting the two seats. So, Malta and Switzerland are not in competition against each other. We are two candidates of the same family for the two seats available for that geographical family. 

Although we are uncontested, there is no space for complacency because we still need to achieve two-thirds majority vote in order to be elected. This may go through various rounds because there are 193 countries that are eligible to vote, and we have to seek at least 129 votes in order to be elected to the Security Council. As we still need to be elected, we need to have a credible campaign and a credible profile in order for the general membership to understand who they are electing and who will be sitting on the Security Council. 

Malta has a very strong brand in the United Nations. We are seen as a fair and honest broker, that we are a constant contributor to peace through dialogue and diplomacy, and we are considered as a moral compass to the larger states that sit on the Council. There are various issues that are on the agenda of the Security Council which are of interest, particularly to Malta, because they are in our sphere as well. So, Libya, Middle East Peace Process, Syria, Yemen, Ukraine, Somalia and the Sahel are all issues which are especially important for Malta. And Malta will make its mark and we’ll be at the table when these discussions are being held. 

We are very careful to ensure that people understand where we stand on this. We want people to understand that we are a neutral country, that we believe in neutrality, that we believe in the multilateral process and that we believe in dialogue in resolutions of conflict. For our Security Council campaign and the duration of our tenure, if we will be elected, we chose three principles. These are security, sustainability and solidarity. And under this umbrella the specific themes we will be focusing on are women peace and security, children in armed conflict, climate and oceans, and literacy. 

In the next slide you can see the countries who will be sitting with us on the Security Council in 2023 and 2024, should we be elected. The countries that are listed in red are the seats that are still contested at the moment. So, we are not sure for the African seats which consist of Gabon, DRC and Chad. Unless there is an agreement between them, for the countries of 2023 their election is on the 14 June of this year. There might be agreements before that on whether they will agree between them who will go for an election or whether they will contest the same seats. Japan and Mongolia are contesting the same election as we are. I have listed them alphabetically because the presidency of the Security Council rotates alphabetically every month, and the new countries who are elected are inserted into the rotation alphabetically. 

Actually, because of that rotation, we can already calculate that Gabon, DRC and Chad are all ahead of us alphabetically. Japan is before us alphabetically and Mongolia is behind us. If Japan is elected, Malta will hold the presidency twice during its tenure and we predict that we will have the presidency in February 2023. Practically at the start of our tenure. If Mongolia is elected, we will start in January 2023 and we should have the presidency, and then we calculate that it would be April/May of 2024 when we will have our second presidency. We are already aware of this. It is important for us for our planning, so we know that we will preside over the Council twice during our tenure. 

As I have already mentioned, the presidency rotates among the 15 member-states every month. Each presidency chooses a topic to focus on during their presidency. We will choose two out of the main four themes that we have selected for our tenure. Those are examples of some of the priority topics chosen by previous presidencies. Recently the US had a very interesting debate on conflict and food security, something which we understand a lot even when there was the Valletta Summit on migration, the conclusions actually speak about the conflict and food security. 

The UK had their presidency and they spoke about the priority of COVID-19 and vaccines and climate and security, something that is of great interest to us. Tunisia selected maintaining peace and security in fragile contexts and the list goes on. Malta has decided to focus on climate and oceans, and children in armed conflict. These are two areas where we have a tradition in the United Nations. On climate and oceans everybody knows our tradition in the United Nations. We started with our … on the law of the sea and the principle of the common heritage of mankind. Later, in the 1980’s, it evolved on climate being the common concern of mankind. Today we are discussing the climate and that was the seed which was sown by the Maltese about the common concern of mankind. We have decided to merge these two topics that Malta has had in the United Nations and to focus on climate and oceans, and the security aspect of it. 

The focus that we are going to take is the diminishing territories of small island states due to rising sea levels. Sea levels are rising because of climate change, and what does this mean for the diminishing territories? Clearly, it is not only small island states but even larger states, that have long shorelines, are losing territory because of the rising sea levels. Naturally, because we are a small island state, and we are currently the Chair of the SIDS pathway in the United Nations, our focus is going to be on small island states. 

Children in armed conflict is another area where we have recently made a name for ourselves in the United Nations, and we work very closely with the Secretary General’s representative on this issue, for children in armed conflict, Virginia Gamba. This summer we will be hosting at the University of Malta the summer school on children in armed conflict where we will be assisting and teaching mediators for the reintegration of child soldiers once they are returned from conflict areas, their repatriation and their reintegration into society. We will continue to build on this when we are on the Security Council. 

The Security Council also has a number of committees and working groups which fall under it. There are 14 committees dealing with sanctions and when our turn on the Security Council starts in 2023, there will be three sanctions committees which will be up for chairmanship. These are the Libya Sanctions Committee, the Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee and the DRC Sanctions Committee. Malta is eyeing the chairmanship for the Libya Sanctions Committee because our national sanctions committee feeds a lot in the panel of experts on Libya. A lot of our investigations, because of our close proximity to Libya, contribute a lot to the work of the UN Sanctions Committee. And we feel that it will assist in the synergies of the sanctions committee and it will give us the opportunity to directly contribute to international crisis resolutions, not only on fuel smuggling, which we know is happening in the Mediterranean, but also counter-terrorism and illicit nuclear programs. 

Sitting on a sanctions committee obviously gives us the opportunity to take important decisions, alleviating but also imposing sanctions, and assisting in international investigations. So, it is a very important role. We have already sanctions experts on our staff in our mission in the UN, and we are completely prepared for a role that we might take once we are on the Security Council. 

Other areas where we think we might be contributing once we are on the Security Council is the area called the Penholder system. Basically, it means picking up the pen on drafting resolutions of the Security Council by virtue of the fact that if we are elected on the Security Council, we would be the only other European country that will sit on the Council for two years along with France. In fact, it will only be France and Malta for 2023/2024 who will be EU member states on the Security Council. And whilst we do not represent the European Union, when we are on the Security Council we represent Malta. But it makes a difference. So now we are the only two European members - there are certain committees and functions which are normally taken up by the elected European member states on the Council - and we are prepared to do this. 

Normally there are three or four European member states but during our time there is going to be just us because the other country with us is Switzerland, and Switzerland is not an EU member. And in the European regional group the other candidates are Albania and Belarus who are not European Union members. Therefore, Malta will be the only elected European country. We think that probably we will be the co-penholder with France replacing Ireland on the resolution on IRINI. At the moment Estonia and Norway are the co-penholders on Afghanistan, so it is also possible that we would take up a pen here. Ireland and Norway currently pen Syria humanitarian resolution. We are ready to pick up the pen on the Syria humanitarian resolution. Mexico currently is a penholder for non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines are the penholders for working methods of the Council. We would be interested in IRINI and the Syria humanitarian resolution because there are some files that are always followed by European and EU member states and, therefore, we are ready to take on those responsibilities. 

There are other formations under the Security Council, which are the informal expert groups. Here we are particularly interested on climate and security which is currently led by Ireland and Niger. So we would be looking to replace Ireland on this particular group. There is also another priority that we have on the informal expert group which is on women, peace and security, which we will definitely be a member of if we do not try to co-chair it. Another area which interests us is the protection of civilians. UNSC working groups that are also of interest to us are children and armed conflict, counterterrorism, and peacekeeping operations. Malta currently contributes military only to the Lebanon peace keeping mission. However, for the size of Malta’s military, we have a large contribution, because we have 10 AFM soldiers in this contingent. So, our contribution in proportion is a large contribution to the Lebanon peace keeping mission. 

This is a snapshot of the deliverables we hope to achieve during our tenure. So this is what our team will be aiming towards. In general, on every priority area we will promote language. So, when it is women, peace and security or children and armed conflict we will ensure that presidency statements or resolutions will have language that will reflect our priorities, and we will actively participate in the working groups of those priority areas that I have already mentioned in the previous slide. On women, peace and security, in particular, we intend to invite women briefers on a regular basis when we hold our debates, whether it is under our presidencies or even when we will contribute with others throughout the two-year tenure. We want to have as many female briefers as possible as a way of promoting women, peace and security. Having a female on the Security Council representing Malta is also a position that we are taking on WPS. So far, in the 75 years existence of the Security Council, there have only been 25 or 26 women who have sat on the Security Council. If elected - somebody tweeted earlier this year that - we would be 28 and 29 on the Security Council. So for Malta this is already a statement that is being made. 

On children and armed conflict, we intend to hold a high-level ministerial debate and we would host it in one of our presidencies. And we would like it to be presided by the Prime Minister or by our Minister for Foreign Affairs, and we intend to have a UNSC written outcome. We don’t know whether we would be able to have a resolution, but we will try to aim for at least a presidency statement if not a resolution on this issue. So that would be an important deliverable for us, so we would leave a record. 

On climate and oceans, we intend to organise what is called an Arria-Formula meeting where the general membership is allowed to contribute and debate and deliver statements on this issue. We intend to highlight the security challenges faced by small island states as I have already mentioned. I have the honour to be the chair of the SIDS Pathway in the United Nations and we intend to use that to build up to our priority for the Security Council. 

On literacy we have not really spoken much about it, but for us, literacy is a word that encompasses many important issues such as disinformation, online radicalisation and the politicisation of religion. There are many issues that test our security today which we have placed under the title of literacy, and we intend to hold another Arria-Formula meeting to discuss various topics on information and disinformation. 

Thank you very much and let me know if you have any questions.  

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much Your Excellency. I now ask the Members whether they have any questions on your presentation.  

ONOR. JOSEPH ELLIS: Eċċellenza, semmejtilna li waħda mill-objettivi hija li Malta taddotta pożizzjoni dwar l-IRINI. Issa madwar sena ilu Malta kellha pożizzjoni daqsxejn partikolari dwar IRINI. X’inhi l-pożizzjoni ta’ Malta llum? 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: Konna qegħdin nitkellmu bl-Ingliż peress li għandna l-foreign diplomats qegħdin isegwu online. (Interruzzjonijiet)

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ippermettili ftit. Jekk tista’ Eċċellenza, fir-risposta tiegħek tinkludi l-mistoqsija li saret bl-Ingliż, ħalli d-diplomatiċi li qed isegwu jkunu jafu x’kienet il-mistoqsija. Grazzi. 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: You asked about our position on Operation IRINI. Recently, Operation IRINI has been extended to September 2023, therefore, the resolution will definitely be valid at least for the first year of our tenure to the Security Council, if we are elected. Last year we did have a particular position on Operation IRINI, but it was with regards to the Operation Commander more than the operation itself. We did not contest the principles of the operation and we are supportive of Operation IRINI. It’s not really counter migration but it’s the boarding and searching of vessels that are operating in the Mediterranean that might also be breaking Libyan sanctions and there is the training of the Libyan coastguards. These are all of national interest to Malta and we support Operation IRINI for it. 

Currently, this resolution is co-penned by France and another European Union member, and since we will be the other EU member elected on the Security Council, we are ready to take up the pen. We have already been active on this resolution because last year, in September, France and Germany were the co-pens of this resolution. Niger who was on the Security Council broke the silence for the resolution, and Malta entered and assisted in facilitating with Niger on behalf of Germany and France language which was agreeable so that the resolution would pass. So, we have already taken a position on this resolution, and now our position is one that we are in favour of the operation and its use to us in particular. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. The Hon. Kevin Cutajar. 

ONOR. KEVIN CUTAJAR: Thank you for your presentation, which was very interesting. I have two questions. The first one is about the situation we are experiencing here in Malta with regards to all the allegations of corruption and money laundering that we had over the past years, and that we are still facing here in Malta. How will that effect our campaign and what is Malta’s plan to overcome this hurdle? 

The second question is about the focus of the campaign. You said that if we get elected Malta will be focusing on children as one of its aims. Being myself a person with disability I am very concerned about children, and in particular children with disability. I know this is a big issue, not only in Malta, but in many countries. What is our plan to address this particular category, that is children with disability? 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: The Security Council focuses only on security issues. So, some of the issues that you mentioned would be for the General Assembly specifically on children with disability. Our focus – because we have to take a security aspect - is on children and armed conflict. 

ONOR. KEVIN CUTAJAR: Yes, that is what I meant.

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: So, our focus will be on the rehabilitation of children who have been involved in armed conflict, whether they were child soldiers or whether they were victims of conflict. We are already working very closely with the Secretary General’s representative on children and armed conflict, Virginia Gamba. As I said we will be starting with the summer school at the University of Malta, which we are sponsoring in collaboration with the United Nations, in order to promote more awareness on the difficulties children who are involved in one way or another in armed conflict face. And unfortunately, there are many child soldiers in many conflicts. I saw it myself in Libya, where I saw young children carrying Kalashnikovs bigger than they are! So, the effect that would have on these children and reintegrating and rehabilitating them back into society, and for adults who are involved in this rehabilitation process, to be mediators to assist them and to assist their families in order to rehabilitate them and to reintegrate them back into society. 

With regards to the situation in Malta, corruption and money laundering is not a focus of our campaign because, again, the United Nations Security Council focuses on security aspects, therefore, this is not an issue that we deal with. However, in the outreach that we have and in the work that we do on sanctions, we have delivered information and briefed member states on the great advances that have been made in the legal aspects in Malta on 30 some constitutional amendments with regards to the MoneyVal requirements. And that is very important for our work on sanctions and in our outreach, we do speak about that issue. But as I said this is not an issue which directly effects the work of the Security Council, or something that we will be dealing with in our campaign or whilst we are sitting on the Council. Clearly, the fact that these legal amendments have been introduced, and the fact that we are now even seeing prosecutions after investigations, we take it as a sign that our institutions are working and working as they should be working. 

ONOR. KEVIN CUTAJAR: Therefore, it should be enough to persuade others to vote for us? 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: That is not an issue because in this particular campaign … Yes, definitely countries can take anything as a matter to vote for you or not, but because it is specifically on the issues facing the Security Council, what they look at is our position on those issues and not on the internal aspects of a country. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Grazzi. Irrid ninformakom li l-Ministru għall-Affarijiet Barranin jinsab imsiefer u għalhekk mhux qiegħed hawn. Issa fl-assenza tiegħu għandna magħna lis-Segretarju Parlamentari Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi. Il-Kumitat isib oġġezzjoni sabiex l-Onor. Zrinzo Azzopardi jagħmel mistoqsija? (Onor. Membri: Le) Mela nagħti permess lis-Segretarju Parlamentari Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi sabiex jagħmel il-mistoqsija tiegħu. 
ONOR. STEFAN ZRINZO AZZOPARDI (Segretarju Parlamentari għall-Fondi Ewropej fl-Uffiċċju tal-Prim Ministru): First of all, thank you for your presentation which gave quite an explanation on the objectives of our candidature. We have chosen three main themes; security, sustainability and solidarity. I think that it would be of great importance to identify a few objectives on how these three main issues will be addressed. 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: Thank you very much for the question. With regards to security, the Security Council deals with the security aspects of all our priorities and co-priorities we have under these three headings. Some of our priorities fall under more than one heading. So, for example, if we look at oceans & climate, it is a matter of sustainability but also of security because we are looking at the security aspects of climate change. When it comes to children and armed conflict, we can look at solidarity and security. On women, peace and security we feel it is very important that there is a gender balance and the participation of women in decision making areas for the three aspects. And so there we will be looking to ensure that when it comes to women, peace and security, we will have the appropriate language, and we look at both the security, the sustainability and the solidarity aspects of this issue. 

Malta has recently launched its first national action plan on women, peace and security. We also have a thematic ambassador, one of our most experienced women ambassadors, Cecila Attard Pirotta, who was also for many years the Permanent Secretary of our Ministry for Foreign Affairs. She was also selected on many international committees in order to represent women and female mediators. So, we will be using her very much for her experience. 

Our last priority area that we have is literacy, which also covers all these areas because it is a very broad umbrella which was under one word, that is disinformation. It is the online radicalisation, especially of young children. We have more and more children and teenagers who spend a lot of time online and on social media platforms, where they are exposed to radicalisation. And it is important for us to be able to counter this. We are also seeing a lot of politicisation of religion. Again, there is a security aspect here, and so these four priority themes fall under the three main umbrellas that we have. We will also look at any item which is under the Security Council agenda through the lens of these three priority areas. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. The Hon. Ellis. 

ONOR. JOSEPH ELLIS: Coming back to Operation IRINI, I would like to have some clarification because you said that we had a particular position last year, and this particular position meant that we vetoed the budget of Operation IRINI. We objected to the appointment of a commander of this operation. Here I have a joint declaration which was issued by our Foreign Minister as well as the Foreign Ministers of Turkey and Libya on 6 August 2020, expressing reservations about the European Union’s Operation IRINI that aims to monitor the implementation of the UN Arms Embargo in Libya. 

Now it just happens that our Foreign Minister yesterday was also in talks with the Turkish and Libyan Foreign Ministers, and as far as I am aware, no reference was made to this Operation IRINI. Can you explain what is our actual position about Operation IRINI? It seems from your presentation that we do not have any assets. Can you confirm that we do not have any assets and we are not participating in any way in Operation IRINI? And do you concur in the observation that the fact that we have this position, this negative position, with respect to Operation IRINI, it undermines our bid for the Security Council seat when we are specifically pitching the idea that we will be the pen holders with regards to Operation IRINI? 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: This was a position that was taken in a working group level at the European Council, which was held before the leaders, including our Prime Minister, who approved Operation IRINI. I understand that when it was placed in the press in Malta, the position was brought about that we were using our veto, but it was not the case. The budget had been approved and there were reservations that we had decided to take a decision at a later stage regarding the operational commander, and this was part of a greater issue that was going on in the Mediterranean on migratory flows and positions that the European Union can take on the countries that are affected in the region. We are supportive of Operation IRINI. At the European Council the Prime Minister has approved the operation. 

ONOR. JOSEPH ELLIS: So, we have changed our position because on 6 August of last year … 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Ellis, let her answer your question and then, if you have a supplementary question, you can put it forward. 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: It is the European Council that decides on Operation IRINI. At the European Council the Prime Minister has not changed his position. At certain committee meetings there were reservations that were placed by Malta, but it doesn’t mean that we are counter to the operation, but on specific aspects which are discussed at specific technical level there were some observations which were made to specific issues. We support it and the operation has not been vetoed because as a matter of fact it recently had an anniversary, and it has been further extended to September 2023. It would not be extended if Malta was against it because there, we would have a veto at the European Council, which we didn’t express. There were some reservations that we had on specific technical issues in technical meetings not at European Council on Operation IRINI. (Interruzzjonijiet)

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ma nixtieqx dibattitu. Jekk ma jimpurtax nixtieq li ssir mistoqsija u risposta u naħseb li l-Ambaxxatriċi weġbitek fuq din il-mistoqsija.  

ONOR. JOSEPH ELLIS: But you are confirming that Malta is not participating in Operation IRINI. 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: No, we do not participate in Operation IRINI. 

ONOR. JOSEPH ELLIS: With any military assets or … 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: No, but it does not mean that we are against it! We do not participate in several European operations, but it doesn’t mean that we are against them! There are overriding reasons why one would support an operation and not necessarily participate in it. But it doesn’t mean that we are not supporting it. 

ONOR. JOSEPH ELLIS: One final question; what are these overriding reasons why Malta is not supporting Operation IRINI?

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: I didn’t say that we are not supporting Operation IRINI! I said why we would not participate would be a set of decisions that the Government would take separately to whether they support the decisions … The decision to participate and the decision to support the operation are two different things! By supporting the operation doesn’t mean that you will automatically participate in it. There are several European member states that are not participating in the operation but clearly because the operation is ongoing, they all approve it because it has been endorsed. 

ONOR. JOSEPH ELLIS: Yes, but considering that Operation IRINI … 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Ellis, naħseb li eżawrejnieh dan is-suġġett! Għax inkella se nibqgħu għaddejjin bil-botta u r-risposta. Nitolbok tagħmel l-aħħar mistoqsija imma mbagħad wara nagħlqu dan is-suġġett.  

ONOR. JOSEPH ELLIS: Considering the fact that Operation IRINI deals with the arms embargo imposed by the Security Council on the various war infractions in Libya, don’t you think that this is of paramount importance to our security considerations? I would like to know what these overriding considerations are. 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: You have to ask the Prime Minister what the overriding considerations are and not me! It is not a decision that is taken at my level. However, what I would like to say is that Malta supports the sanctions on Libya in multiple ways, and it is not by the participation of Operation IRINI. We contribute through our national sanctions committee to the Libya sanctions committee. We provide intelligence and information from our ports. We all saw what was in the press recently about the oil smuggling investigations. There are ongoing investigations and court cases in our courts about these issues and all that information we have contributed to the Security Council Sanctions Committee. From Malta we stopped a huge shipment of Tramadol pills to Libya which is an opioid that the Libyan militia were giving to people in order to make them fight … 

ONOR. JOSEPH ELLIS: But we do not support Operation IRINI! 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: I did not say that! All I said was that we support Operation IRINI. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Ellis, I am chairing this committee and I am taking this decision! I think this matter has been going on for quite a while now. I have permitted supplementary questions that were repetitive but now we have to close this subject.  Your Excellency, we have your experience as you were an ambassador for five years in Italy and you …  

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: I was six years as an ambassador and six years as Director for Defence Matters within the Office of the Prime Minister.   

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Your Excellency, we have no more comments or questions on the subject. We thank you very much for being present here with us and we wish you well in your ambassadorial duties, and we are sure that, as you have done in other countries, you will perform in such a way that we will get this support. We are also here to support any initiative, and bon voyage because I understand that you are going back on Friday. Thank you. 

IS-SINJURA VANESSA FRAZIER: Mr President, I would like to take this opportunity to thank my team because this is not something that I am doing on my own. I have the full support of various ministries. But special thanks goes to my team in New York, especially the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. I am presenting a vision, which is the vision of our Ministry. Thank you.

Fil-5.38 p.m. intemmet id-diskussjoni u l-Kumitat ġie aġġornat għal data u b’aġenda li għandhom jiġu komunikati aktar tard. 
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