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LAQGĦA MAL-E.T. EYAL SELA, AMBAXXATUR TA’ IŻRAEL

THE CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Emanuel Mallia): Your Excellency, welcome to the Foreign and European Affairs Committee. May I introduce the Hon. Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici and the Hon. Karl Gouder who both represent the party in Opposition. And then we have the Minister for Foreign and European Affairs whom you obviously know and the Hon. Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi, who is Parliamentary Secretary for European Funds under this administration. 

First of all, I would like to thank you for coming to this meeting. A common friend made sure that we hold this meeting, as indeed we are doing. As you are aware Malta and Israel have very good diplomatic relations and we would like to take this opportunity to further this very good relation that exists between the two countries. Now I will give you the floor to make your introduction. Afterwards I have some questions and then we can open the discussion.

H.E. EYAL SELA (Ambassador for Israel): Sur President, jien mhux se nitkellem bil-Malti but obviously I understand the language and we have a lot of similarities in the words. Besides I like languages, so slowly but surely, I will be able to speak in Maltese. Thank you for welcoming me here in this Committee. There were several meetings in the past where I met with the previous Chairpersons of this Committee, and I will be very happy to continue to have these discussions. I totally agree with you that there is a very good relationship between our countries, and with both Members from the coalition and the Opposition. I may add that this is something that has happened with both parties in the last 15 years or so, which I think means that there is a change in our relations. I need to thank both your parties for this, as when it comes to interest, it is not an issue of this or that party, but it is an issue of the national interest, the interest of the people, and this is what your politicians are doing and this is what our politicians are doing. 

I would like to add that there should be more dialogue between our two parliaments. I am not a parliamentarian, but your counterparts should be the Members of the Israeli Knesset from the different parties so that you will have different opinions. There is this joke that says that when you have two Jews you have three opinions! So, try to imagine when you have 120 members of Parliament how many opinions you will have! 

There were some inter-parliamentarian activities in the past. About four years ago, we had a very important visit of your Speaker in Israel, which was very positive and since then, there has been a direct exchange between him and the Speaker of the Knesset. Also, about four or five years ago there was a visit of the Friendship Group with Malta from the Israeli Parliament and then because of the election here and our political situation, our relationship was a little bit on hold. But I think it is important that this dialogue will not only be between the two governments but also between the House of Democracy. This is the House of Democracy of Malta, and you can meet your counterparts from the Knesset and have this dialogue with them. 

We do not have a resident embassy in Malta, and I really wish that in the future we will have an embassy here. But I want to be realistic and due to our country’s budget restraints, we are in the process of getting a reduced budget and we are therefore closing embassies instead of opening them. The model we adapted of Non-Resident Ambassadors from the capital is better than the previous model, when the ambassador had to travel from Rome. At least in my capacity, I come here relatively often. Last year was a bad year but in previous years I had very fruitful visits. So, for the moment this model is functioning, although I do not know for how long I will keep on doing this but, at least, for two more years. I am here to answer any questions you may have. If you want, I can speak about our bilateral relations, the situation in Israel and the situation in the region. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. I would also like to introduce the Hon. Glenn Bedingfield, who is also the Whip to the party in Government. Yes, we agree that we should also continue this dialogue between our respective Parliaments and the inter-parliamentary relationship we have, as well as the Friendship Association that exists. On my part, I would like to make my first question; what steps are being taken by Israel to register tangible progress in the Middle East peace process? 

H.E. EYAL SELA: All of us Israelis want to have peace. The various peace agreements that Israel signed with our neighbours, came from different parties. The first peace agreement was signed by the Likud centre-right party with Egypt, then the Labour Party, under Yitzhak Rabin, signed a peace agreement with Jordan, and then both parties sought to have negotiations with the Palestinians. So, basically, both parties would like to continue with this peace dialogue. There are some differences between parties about the risks Israel should take in order to have peace. The centre-left parties say Israel should take a little bit more risk, whilst the centre-right parties say that Israel should take a little bit less risk. 

First let us begin with the easy agreements and then afterwards I will tell you about the peace negotiations with the Palestinians, which might be more complicated. Israel is trying as much as it can to enhance peace relations with Jordan and Egypt, which are both strategic neighbours to us. We are sharing as much as we can to ensure stability with these two neighbours and for them to have good bilateral relations with us. Maybe in the future things will go better and we might have more civil cooperation. For instance, Israel does not have any cultural, academic or tourism exchange with any of these countries, but it is increasing, and this is good. 

We also have unofficial relations with some other countries in the Middle East. Some of these meetings were also in the news. For instance, two weeks ago the Israeli Prime Minister met for the first time the leader of Sudan. For a long time, Sudan was almost an enemy to the State of Israel. There was this meeting in Uganda and the Prime Minister visited Oman publicly. There was also news that there were unofficial meetings with Saudi Arabia and with the United Arab Emirates, countries that we do not have official, political or diplomatic relations with. But the Middle Sea countries have to do something because there are some threats that are common to all of us, like for example Iran, violent terrorist organisations, non-state actors like Hezbollah, Hamas, Islamic Jihad and ISIS - although now ISIS is not as strong as it used to be, but this is something that we can work on together to try and find solutions to these threats. 

Unfortunately, we do not have peaceful relations with both our neighbours from the north, which are Syria and Lebanon. Israel is more than welcome that one day there will be negotiations with Syria. It is not for Israel to see what the result will be in Syria’s internal situation, but all the same we would like to have assurance that there will not be another Hezbollah-like terrorist organisation on our border. This is one of the clear red lines that we keep on saying in every opportunity. Then there is Lebanon in the north. In the past, everybody used to say that Lebanon will be the second country that Israel will sign a peace treaty with. Lebanon is a small country, and they are quite different from the other Arab countries, but, unfortunately, what we are seeing in Lebanon is the Hezbollah - which is an Iran proxy - getting capabilities like missiles and other armaments for that day when Iran will tell them to use them against Israel! 

Israel does not have any border problems with Lebanon, unlike Syria, where Israel has an issue about the Golan Heights. Lebanon and Israel both agreed to accept the blue line by the UN. There was some disagreement about the marine border between us, but we hope that it will be easy to solve. Today, there are some questions about how independent Lebanon is and how much is under Iranian and Syrian pressure. 

Then there are our Palestinian neighbours. We are living together; we are mixed with each other and we have our ups and downs in our relations. Almost all Israelis are against the one-state solution, as this will not be a good solution for both Israel and Palestine. More Israelis are in favour of the two-state solution as we are saying and that is two states for two peoples. There was some disagreement with some European colleagues who are using only the two-state solution because we would like that it was clear that the Palestinian state will be a Palestinian state and Israel will be a Jewish state. Some of them are saying no, it is only linguistic but for us it is not linguistic. We want our neighbour to accept that for now and for the future, Israel will be a Jewish and democratic state. These are the two values that are important to Israel. 

There are different groups controlling different parts of the Palestinian Authority. There is the West Bank, under Mahmoud Abbas and the Palestinian Authority. Unfortunately, we have Gaza under the Hamas and the control of the Islamic Jihad. With those in Gaza there is no dialogue because they are calling for the destruction of the State of Israel. Only two days ago the Hamas launched 80 rockets against Israel’s civilian population! This was also in the media. And they hit kindergartens, etc. Israel would like to find a humanitarian solution for Gaza. There are some different institutions, mainly international organisations, like UN and others that are taking care of this situation. Hamas are all the time smuggling military equipment and building rockets via tunnels and trucks, etc. We left Gaza and disengaged it from 2006. Unfortunately, instead of having Gaza as an opportunity to having much more peaceful relations, it became the opposite!

There are also ups and downs with the Palestinian Authority, but it might surprise you that we are talking to each other. When Jubran Taweel was Ambassador here in Malta I had meetings with him, and I also speak with Fadi Hanania from time to time. When the Union for the Mediterranean (UFM) invited me for the water event, we both participated in a positive way. But it is not always like this, sometimes it becomes political. Sometimes, instead of finding a solution, the Palestinians decide to take our conflict to international organisations, like the UN, the Geneva Human Rights Committee and other similar organisations. Now they are also trying to go to the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

We failed in the past. The first peace process took place in the capital city of Norway and that is why it is called the Oslo B Agreement. I was a young diplomat in Washington at that time. I can still close my eyes and see Rabin, Arafat, Clinton, Mubarak and Hussein approaching us, but that peace agreement failed for different reasons. Palestinians blame us, and we blame them, but I do not want to go to the blame game here, as it will not be productive. Since then, there were other attempts for a peace agreement, mainly when Prime Minister Olmert spoke to Abu Mazen and when Netanyahu spoke with Arafat etc. In the United States, both President Obama and Secretary Kerry tried to put forward some plans, but all of these failed. Now we have the Trump plan which is officially called the Peace for Prosperity. We have some reservations about this plan, but generally, I think we will adopt it as we think this is a good plan and it will be the beginning of negotiations. 

I want you to understand that this is a big step for one part of the Israeli society - mainly the centre-right - to agree to this plan which also includes a Palestinian State. When we speak about “a state” in the future, a “state” has a different meaning for all of us. Each of us want a state to be like our state. When I tell you about a two-state solution, you probably see two Maltas, as this is what you know, but in reality, it is not exactly like that. Israelis are afraid that this state will be another Libya, it will be another Syria, or it will be another Lebanon. That in the next state, instead of one institution - the military or the police – being in charge of weapons, we will continue to have Hamas with its weapons, the Islamic Jihad with its weapons and the others. We think that it should be demilitarised, and we should be assured that we can have a really peaceful relation with that country, but it is not easy. With the topography and the demography situation, it is not easy. I can say that the position of Israel with this plan is to give it a chance, whilst on the other hand, the Palestinian position is to boycott it. In “Sha ‘Allah” everyone is saying that there will be change and we can continue with this plan. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Your Excellency, does Israel foresee a role for Malta to assist in the Middle East Peace Process? 

H. E. EYAL SELA: Generally, the European Union and Malta - as member of the EU - takes part through the quartet, as it is sometimes called, which are the US, Russia, the EU and the UN. In the past the EU had some roles, for instance, through the European Union Border Assistance Mission (EUBAM), which took control of the crossing between Israel and Gaza but when the violence erupted, they immediately left. EUBAM still exists but it does not take part. 

We are very thankful since we are hearing about Malta’s willingness to host negotiations here. From our side the negotiations can be held anywhere, they can be held in Jerusalem, here in Malta, in Camp David or in Washington. It will be more economical if they are held in Jerusalem or in Ramallah, but if they choose Malta, I will be very happy with that decision. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: The Hon. Karl Gouder. 

THE HON. KARL GOUDER: Your Excellency, last week whilst I was present in a meeting of the OSCE, we experienced – there are signs of it in Europe and in the USA - this rise of anti-Semitism. As such it has not happened in Malta, although there are some signs of it also showing in the USA. I want to hear about your experience and your feelings about this, and what you think Malta, as part of the international community, can do to try and combat this sentiment? 

H.E. EYAL SELA: I want to praise Malta because this is a country where I never saw any anti-Semitic incidents! Maybe there was one small instance where there was one extremist right before the elections and in the previous election, he also won some votes here. I forgot his name, but he is the one that speaks against immigrants. 

THE HON. KARL GOUDER: Norman Lowell. 

H.E. EYAL SELA: Yes, Lowell. I think that was the only incident. Besides that, Malta is an excellent example of welcoming people from all countries of the Mediterranean. Sometimes being a small country and near to everyone, gives you this opportunity. Even your history, where you had different rulers that came here with different ideologies, societies, religion, etc. So, in this case Malta is different. 

However, in other European cities, we were really surprised about this rise in anti-Semitism! During carnival in Belgium there was a very anti-Semitic parade where people projected Jews in Goebbels ways! We talked to the Belgian Government and the Municipality there and asked them why did they let such things in this parade, but they just said that this was a humorous gesture. We told them that no one was participating in a humoristic way! In Spain too, I saw a tweet today. In their carnival there was a group of people dressed as Nazis and they were chasing another group dressed as holocaust survivors. Why?! You can dress in so many different things, why do you have to dress like this? They also told us it was just humoristic, but it is not!

Unfortunately, even in the USA there were some shooting incidents in different places. Before, anti-Semitism was shown by some historic Christian far-right persons but now it is mainly from Muslim immigrants or Muslims that live in places like Belgium and France. We are seeing videos of someone stabbing a person who was entering in a kosher restaurant in Paris! And the majority are Muslims. Before it was more anti-Israeli but now it is coming back as to be more anti-Semitic. 
There is an international organisation called IHRA and we are calling all countries to adopt this International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, where they have defined what anti-Semitism is. I do not know if you passed this alliance in this Parliament, but some European Parliaments are in the process of passing this definition of anti-Semitism in their local parliaments. It will still be an issue but thank God it is not as it used to be in the past. Anyway, a lot of Jews are happy that we now have the Jewish State which was not there in the 1930’s and in the 1940’s. In a way it is a sort of moral support for Jews in different places because they know that if there is a need, they can always immigrate back to Israel. And they will be welcomed.   

THE HON. STEFAN ZRINZO AZZOPARDI: First of all, I would like to thank you Ambassador for giving us this presentation. To add on what my colleague has just said regarding anti-Semitism incidents, I think it is appropriate to indicate that our Ministry for Education has recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding in relation to combating anti-Semitic issues. In fact, a few weeks ago, on behalf of the Government and together with the Minister for Education I participated in an event that was chaired by the President of Malta, whereby we commemorated the Holocaust. Most of us had the opportunity to pass the message as to why it is important to teach about the past, so as to avoid a repetition of what happened during that time. That was the major point, and I think it is very sad to see that under the guise of humour or the guise of freedom of expression we have certain public parading like this, which I think is completely uncalled for! I think, as you have just stated without mincing your words that Malta has been in the forefront in combating these messages. 
In the past, there were opportunities between Malta and Israel in relation to research, particularly in water technology. I would like to ask you whether there could be other opportunities or possibly an exchange of ideas for future collaborations in Research and Development, particularly in such a sensitive issue to both our countries. In the light of today’s challenges related to climate change and to water conservation, whether we can expand and possibly find common opportunities between academic institutions or commercial entities, in order to expand, as well as other opportunities that Malta and Israel could collaborate together in various aspects of trade. 
H.E. EYAL SELA: First of all, I need to mention that there is an agreement between the Ministry for Education and Yad Vashem, for the commemoration ceremonies to take place since at least the first year that I started working in Malta and during the previous Presidency. It was upgraded this year under the Presidency of George Vella, and we thank him for that. Unfortunately, this year I could not attend this ceremony but I spoke with all the representatives. I spoke with the mother of the girl who was speaking in English with a Maltese accent and the Rabbi. We would like to have more teachers coming here. The previous Minister of Education and the previous President of Malta both visited Yad Vashem. So, Malta is really in the front line and we are thankful for that. 

This morning I met the new Minister for Water and Energy and I thanked him for the good cooperation that we had with him as Minister for Foreign Affairs. We spoke about what we already are doing with regards to water, and I will share it with you and will tell you what we can do more. I totally agree that we have a lot of similarities. The first one and you will be surprised is that we are both islands! Everyone is telling me that Israel is not an island, but we have an island mentality. Like you, we would like to take the car and drive 200 kilometres in the German highways, to feel the wind, to consume the world, to see different foods and to experience different cultures. All over the world when I see Maltese I feel at home because we have the same idea that we need to go out a bit. The tourists coming in Israel do not come by land or very few come by land. The vast majority come to Israel by plane or by sea. 

Our commercial relation is not with our neighbour, but the majority of our commercial relation is overseas with the EU, with the USA, with the East, with China, etc. We have this lack of water environment. The two previous Ministers of Water put emphasis of cooperation with Israel, and since then we have had some cooperation between us. First there is the Israeli company that is doing part of the electro chlorination process. You as an island do not need to bring chlorine here because you have enough resources. There are two ways on how to take the chlorine from the water so that it becomes drinking water. We need a little amount of chlorine in the water but not too much. So, there is an Israeli company that is doing part of this work here and you also have the technology from an American or a European company here as well. Then there is the desalination plant in Gozo which is being built by an Israeli company that won the tender together with a local company. 

In the past we had some research about the underground water. We did try to identify those people who were dumping animal trash in the water because we were losing the quality of the water, etc. These are some examples that I know of but we still have much more to do. According to the UN Israel is the first country in using recycled water. In fact, we are using 70% of the recycled water. The second country is Spain with 15%! So, we do not have any other alternative. We take the water we are using, and we are reusing it instead of sending it to the sea. (Interruptions) Yes, I am referring to the sewage water. 

If you go to the soccer fields in Israel, or if you see the flowers in Israel, they are all given this water. It is good enough to drink but we have put signs that say, “We suggest that you do not drink this water”. In the parks you do not need fresh water to irrigate them. This water is used in many ways. Like I said for irrigation, cosmetics, to wash the streets, etc. So, we are reusing this water in many ways. Part of it is done naturally and part of it is done by technology. We have sand dunes which is a very good filter. It takes some time for the water to clean itself and you cannot separate everything. There are human hormones in the water, and we do not irrigate any products which we will consume. For example, we do not irrigate water melon, the tomatoes and the citrus trees with that water. But we use it to irrigate flowers and cotton as these will not be eaten. 

Tomorrow I will be meeting the new Minister for the Environment. In the past we signed a memorandum of cooperation for the environment. It is a good idea that we learn from each other. We are also learning from you because as an island you are finding solutions that maybe we do not need them now, but we will need them in the future. Part of the research and development will continue; part of it is bilateral and part of it is via the European agreement. Today I met the Director General of the Ministry and I told him that on Friday there will be a meeting in Brussels of the Horizon European Programme and Israel was very active in it. Maybe it is the only non-EU country that was most active. Now maybe the UK will be as well, but we would like to continue these programmes. We are giving grants. The R&Ds are continuing, part of it is government and part of it is from companies. For instance, Israeli companies are very happy to work here with Fintech because you are more advanced than we are on the legislation. We have good companies but still in parliament they did not decide, so it is complimentary that we have some good companies, and you have the services they need. For example, yesterday I met an Israeli who had a newborn and I had to see the child before we give them the passport, and when I asked him what they were doing here, he told me about another company that I was not aware of and it was already working here for five years in Fintech, in the gaming industry, in the banking industry and in other sectors. So, for sure we will continue with water. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: The Hon. Toni Bezzina is a Member of Parliament representing the party in Opposition. Now I think the Minister would like to pass a comment. 

ONOR. EVARIST BARTOLO (Minister for European and Foreign Affairs): I would like to say just a few words. I just want to stress that together with the President of the Republic we attended the Auschwitz Remembrance Day, and I must say it was a very touching event, especially when we heard the survivors sharing their experiences. I was very touched - not by hearing the politicians - hearing the survivors talking. I think their message was more human and profound. Recently I was at another conference, and I had a very good meeting with the American Jewish Committee led by David Harris. Together we discussed a lot of things and one thing I learnt from him, which I think has a lot of lessons for us all, is the brilliant essay by Sigmund Freud called “The narcissism of small differences” where it stresses out that the more similar, we are, especially your neighbours, including the Palestinians, the more we stress about what makes us different rather than on what makes us similar! I think it was a very good meeting and we plan to work together in the future. 

The last piece of good news - this is also thanks to your initiative - is about the book “Thou Shalt Innovate” which will soon be published in Maltese. The work is very advanced, and it will serve as a good basis for more enhanced cooperation in entrepreneurship and in business because it is a brilliant book and it will be nice to read it in Maltese. So, thank you for taking this initiative. 

H.E. EYAL SELA: Thank you, but I only introduced you to the book. The rest was your idea. That book is becoming popular in different countries, and this is something that we, as both governments, signed all the agreements to help the private sector to continue in this relation. We signed the double taxation agreement, the aviation agreement, the environment cooperation, the sports agreement, the health agreement, etc. So, whenever there is a need with the government, like we did with the previous governments, we will help. We are more than welcome to continue signing these bilateral agreements. 

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much, Your Excellency. If there are no further comments, I think we can conclude this meeting. Once again, thank you very much. As you are aware we do have an embassy in Tel Aviv which was recently upgraded. Another question would have been whether Israel intends to open an embassy here, but I think I got that reply in your introduction. Perhaps we could have delved into the political and economic relations between Malta and Israel, and perhaps in your concluding remarks you could just say a few sentences on this subject. We thank you and we will take up your advice because we will definitely restart this dialogue between the respective parliaments and the inter-parliamentary talks. So, we thank you once again and I hope you enjoy the rest of your stay here in Malta. I hope your meetings tomorrow will be fruitful. 

H.E. EYAL SELA: Thank you very much. Yes, you have a new and beautiful functional embassy in Tel Aviv. It was about time because for a very long time your ambassador had to work from a small room in the Embassy of Cyprus. Unfortunately, we did not have the official inauguration of the embassy because of our political situation but it does not matter when, but sometime in the future we will inaugurate it. I must say that – this is not common between diplomats - that we have a very good ambassador in Israel. She is finishing her job soon and whoever will come after her as the new ambassador, personally we will continue to work together. Even though I am not here, together with the current Ambassador Cecilia Pirotta … There are very few things that we do not agree upon but we both agree that we are working for our Israeli and Maltese societies and our people. So, we will work together. All we did together, the commercial activities, the direct flights, the visits, etc. 

Another message that I think we should do and I hope that you – after having our Knesset – will think about a visit to Israel. It is important that you have this dialogue with your counter parliament. Grazzi ħafna. 

MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru 16 li saret nhar it-Tlieta, 19 ta’ Novembru ġew konfermati. 

DISKUSSJONI AI TERMINI TA’ ART. 4 (2) TAL-ATT DWAR L-UNJONI EWROPEA FUQ IR-RATIFIKA TAL-FRAMWORK AGREEMENT BEJN L-UNJONI EWROPEA U L-ISTATI MEMBRI U L-AWSTRALJA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Membri, niġu issa għad-diskussjoni dwar ir-ratifika tal-ftehim bejn l-Unjoni Ewropea u l-istati membri tagħha mal-Awstralja. Hawn xi rimarki dwar din ir-ratifika? 

L-Onor. Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici.

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Just for the record, jista’ xi ħadd jagħti spjegazzjoni qasira tagħha din? 

ONOR. EVARIST BARTOLO: Dan huwa ftehim li, b’mod speċjali għall-pajjiżna, huwa interessanti minħabba l-Maltin li għandna jgħixu fl-Awstralja u l-kummerċ li nistgħu niżviluppaw bejn Malta u l-Awstralja, minkejja d-diffikultajiet tad-distanza li teżisti u li dan il-fattur żamm milli niżviluppaw aktar negozju bejnietna. Huwa ftehim li dam erba’ snin sabiex jiġi nnegozjat bejn l-Awstralja u l-Unjoni Ewropea. Huwa qafas ta’ ftehim -aktar milli ftehim kif nifhmu li jkun is-soltu bħala ftehim ta’ kummerċ - li għandu qafas politiku u qafas kummerċjali, jiġifieri ftehim b’kompetenza mħallta għax hemm affarijiet li huma responsabbli għalihom l-istati membri u hemm responsabilitajiet oħra li huma tal-Unjoni Ewropea u l-istati membri ma jistgħux jagħmlu ftehim bilaterali huma. Pereżempju, fuq affarijiet ta’ kummerċ hija l-Unjoni Ewropea li tagħmel il-ftehim u mhux il-pajjiż membru. 

Dan il-qafas ta’ ftehim jiżviluppa soluzzjonijiet għal ċerti sfidi reġjonali u globali. Hemm il-qasam tas-sigurtà u l-qasam tar-relazzjonijiet internazzjonali, tal-iżvilupp sostenibbli, tat-tibdil fil-klima u affarijiet li għandhom x’jaqsmu mal-kummerċ u l-ekonomija u kif il-gvernijiet rispettivi jistgħu jaħdmu aktar flimkien fil-qasam tan-negozju u tas-soċjetà ċivili. Aħna qed nipproponu li nirratifikaw dan il-ftehim għaliex naħsbu li jkun tajjeb kemm għall-Awstralja kif ukoll għall-Unjoni Ewropea, kif ukoll għal Malta. Jekk nirratifikawh inkunu s-17-il stat membru li nagħmlu hekk għax s’issa diġà rratifikawh il-Belġju, il-Bulgarija, il-Kroazja, ir-Repubblika Ċeka, l-Estonja, il-Finlandja, il-Ġermanja, l-Ungerija, l-Irlanda, il-Latvja, il-Lussemburgu, l-Olanda, l-Islovenja, Spanja, l-Iżvezja u r-Renju Unit. Imma llum ovvjament ir-Renju Unit qed ifittex ftehim għalih.  

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hemm xi kummenti?  

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Ministru, grazzi ta’ din l-ispjegazzjoni.  

AFFARIJIET OĦRA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Tajjeb ngħidu li dan il-Kumitat kellu laqgħa mal-Ambaxxatur tar-Russja, li min-naħa tiegħu qalilna li kien iddiżappuntat għad-diversi stediniet li għamel lil dan il-Kumitat biex ikun jista’ jżur il-Parlament Russu. Fil-fatt aħna konna għedna li se nistennew formalment din l-istedina u din issa saret. Kelli l-okkażjoni li niddiskuti informalment mal-Oppożizzjoni u li min-naħa tagħhom jaqblu li għandu jkun hemm delegazzjoni sabiex inkomplu - wara ħafna żmien - din ir-relazzjoni inter-parlamentari. Għalhekk nitlob lil dan il-Kumitat jekk hawnx xi ħadd li huwa kontra li nieħdu din id-deċiżjoni? 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Sur President, min-naħa tagħna naqblu.  

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mela nistgħu ngħidu li kulħadd huwa favur. Nirringrazzjakom.  

Fil-5:20 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data u b’aġenda li kellhom jiġu komunikati aktar tard.

2



