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LAQGĦA MA’ MICHEL BARNIER, CHIEF NEGOTIATOR – TASK FORCE FOR THE PREPARATION OF AND CONDUCT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM.

THE CHAIRPERSON (The Hon. Edward Zammit Lewis): The situation is very fluid, and it is changing every hour. We hope that it will not change so much in the near future, but Brexit is very important for the EU. I thank you for your excellent work and for keeping a one approach among the member states throughout all the negotiations. The mandate which you were given by the President of the Commission, Jean Claude Junker, was kept to the letter, mostly with regards to the bilateral negotiations of member states with the UK. That helped in the consistency of the position of the European Union vis-à-vis this unlucky situation which we have to respect, as here we are speaking of the sovereign vote of the English people. 

For Malta, the issue of Brexit is very important. You may appreciate our cultural, social and historical ties to the United Kingdom. Some issues are very important for us, like for example the British people working and living in Malta and Maltese people living and working in the UK. There are also issues regarding aviation which also affects tourism. You may appreciate that practically half of our tourism market is UK based. As a former Minister for Tourism, I appreciate the importance of the UK source market, especially in the shoulder months, throughout Winter. Then, there is the pharmaceutical sector, which is another important sector due to our imports from the UK. There are many other important issues, which you were the protagonist in the negotiations. 

The Parliamentary Committee wishes that we have a deal in the sense that we have certainty that the UK will have a common position with regards to what you negotiated. Looking forward, we wish to have a political declaration which will keep the European Union close to the UK and vice-versa. Each member state has an interest to maintain a close relationship with the UK. So, thank you for your time and now I give you the floor.  

MR MICHEL BARNIER (Chief negotiator – Task Force for the preparation of and conduct of the negotiations with the United Kingdom): Mr Chairman, I have many reasons to come back to Malta and to meet with this Committee, with the Prime Minister, with the key Ministers and also with all the stakeholders. These negotiations are not a secret. They are extraordinary negotiations, and everybody is concerned. Apart from the tourists who visit Malta, the British living in Malta and the Maltese citizens living in the UK, there are so many other sectors that will be affected with Brexit. There are so many consequences from Brexit, that we must listen to, explain and to take onboard. This is the aim on which the EU, which is a unity of 27 member states, is built on. 

I have made a tour of each capital, meeting with governments, with the national parliaments, with the trade unions, with the business community and with all the stakeholders. I think that this is the only way to build unity and to create trust. I regret the Brexit because there is no added value in it! Nobody until now has been capable of giving me any proof of the added value of the Brexit. Even Nigel Farage is of the opinion that Brexit is a negative negotiation, where we have a lose-lose game! So, we must protect our interests and in the same time to organise the Brexit to respect the vote of the British people. We must respect that vote and deliver. Much more important than Brexit itself is the aim to build a strong future relationship. The point is to be able to begin this new negotiation, and we must get the vote and the approval of the divorce treaty.

Mr Chairman, now I would like to present to you some slides so I can explain Brexit better. The first slide shows the geo-economic context of Brexit and the difference between being alone and being together. If we stand alone, we are excluded from the G8. In 2050 there is only one country showing which is Germany. But if we stand together, the 27 countries will stay at the table with the UK being excluded. 

The second slide is about the two stands of negotiation. In yellow we have the divorce negotiations, which is more or less finished. The stand in green is the new framework and negotiation for future relations, what we call the Political Decleration. Now we are waiting for the ratification of this package. This is a pre-requisite to be - legally speaking - able to begin the second part of the negotiations. We cannot negotiate a free trade agreement or something else with a member state. 

Mr Chairman, I would like to continue the meeting behind closed doors.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Membri hawn qbil li l-laqgħa titkompla fil-magħluq? (Onor. Membri: Iva)
Għaldaqstant fuq talba tas-Sur Barnier u bi qbil mal-Membri preżenti nitlob li din il-laqgħa titkompla fil-magħluq. Grazzi.  

Fil-10:42 a.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data u b’aġenda li kellhom jiġu komunikati aktar tard.
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