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MINUTI

Il-Minuti tal-Laqgħa Nru 10 li saret fis-27 ta’ Novembru 2018 ġew konfermati.

PREŻENTAZZJONI MILL-MINISTRU GĦALL-AFFARIJIET EWROPEJ U L-UGWALJANZA DWAR ‘IT-TLUQ TAR-RENJU UNIT MILL-UNJONI EWROPEA (BREXIT)

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Edward Zammit Lewis): Nagħti merħba lil kull min hawn preżenti għal din il-laqgħa. Nixtieq infakkarkom li din it-tema hekk importanti ttrattajnieha fil-laqgħa tat-23 ta’ Ottubru, 2018 u kien hemm ukoll inkjesta ministerjali u priministerjali. Illum se tkun it-tielet darba li se niddiskutu dan is-suġġett u għalhekk nistieden lill-Ministru għall-Affarijiet Ewropej u l-Ugwaljanza sabiex tagħmel il-preżentazzjoni tagħha dwar it-tluq tar-Renju Unit mill-Unjoni Ewropea. Imbagħad il-Membri jkunu jistgħu jagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet u l-osservazzjonijiet tagħhom.

ONOR. HELENA DALLI (Ministru għall-Affarijiet Ewropej u l-Ugwaljanza): Sur President, nirringrazzjak talli għal darb’oħra qegħdin nerġgħu nagħmlu laqgħa dwar it-tluq tar-Renju Unit mill-Unjoni Ewropea. Kif tafu, wara l-aħħar laqgħa ta’ dan il-Kumitat, kien hemm żviluppi ġodda u aħna xtaqna li bħala Gvern inġibuhom għall-attenzjoni tagħkom. Minn dakinhar lil hawn il-proċess tat-tluq tar-Renju Unit mill-Unjoni Ewropea ħa xejra li naħseb ilkoll kemm aħna ma xtaqniex li jieħu. Jien irrid inserraħ moħħ dan il-Kumitat li l-Gvern kien qiegħed jipprepara ruħu għal kwalunkwe xenarju li jista’ jkollna. Kif kelli okkażjoni ngħid f’postijiet oħra, dawn ma kenux preparamenti li stajna noqogħdu nitkellmu ħafna dwarhom imma x-xogħol kien għaddej, u li kieku kellna nippubliċċizzaw dan ix-xogħol, konna nkunu qegħdin nagħtu l-impressjoni li n-negozjati kienu se jfallu. Jiġifieri ridna nżommu bilanċ bejn li jkollna pożizzjoni jekk in-negozjati jfallu, filwaqt li naħdmu biex in-negozjati jimxu ’l quddiem u ma jfallux. Allura konna qegħdin naħdmu maċ-Ċivil u mal-Kummissjoni fejn hemm oqsma ta’ kompetenza biex il-ġimgħa l-oħra ħabbarna pjan li, kif semmejt, konna ilna naħdmu fuqu għal ħafna xhur. 

Qabel ma nelabora dwar din il-ħaġa, nixtieq nerġa’ ntenni xi punti li diġà saru, fosthom li m’aħniex se nispekulaw, il-proċess fir-Renju Unit għadu għaddej u l-Gvern irid jgħid eżattament x’inhuma t-talbiet tiegħu. Filwaqt li ntennu dak li qalu l-istituzzjonijiet, u ċjoè li n-negozjati m’għandhomx jerġgħu jinfetħu, aħna se nkunu prammatiċi kemm jista’ jkun. Ovvjament, l-agħar xenarju possibbli hu li r-Renju Unit jitlaq mill-Unjoni Ewropea mingħajr ebda forma ta’ arranġament u fl-istess ħin ninsabu konvinti li l-arranġament li ġie nnegozjat kien l-aħjar wieħed, kif wieħed jista’ jassigura liċ-ċittadini u lin-negozji. Il-Gvern tar-Renju Unit ħasibha mod ieħor, allura dan il-ftehim m’għaddiex mill-vot tal-House of Commons. L-aktar ħaġa importanti hi li ċittadini m’għandhom qatt u fl-ebda ċirkostanza jintużaw bħala għodda f’idejn in-negozjaturi. Dik għednieha dejjem u żammejnieha bħala l-focal point tagħna. Fil-fatt, fil-bidu tat-taħditiet fuq il-withdrawal agreement, l-ewwel ma konna indirizzajna kienu d-drittijiet taċ-ċittadini. 

L-istess għamilna għal dan il-pjan ta’ kontinġenza f’każ li jkollna no deal. L-ewwel ma ħarisna hu lejn iċ-ċittadini, kemm iċ-ċittadini Brittaniċi li joqogħdu fil-membri stati bħalma għandna f’Malta u kemm iċ-ċittadini ta’ kull membru stat li qegħdin jgħixu, jaħdmu u jistudjaw fir-Renju Unit. Fid-dawl ta’ dan kollu, il-Gvern ikkumplimenta l-pjan ta’ kontinġenza tal-Kummissjoni Ewropea li kien ippubblikat fl-aħħar ta’ Diċembru, u ħabbarna l-pjanijiet tagħna. 

Il-pjan ta’ azzjoni dwar il-kontinġenza tal-Unjoni Ewropea fih 19-il azzjoni b’uħud minn dawn l-azzjonijiet ikunu leġiżlattivi. Fost dawn hemm oqsma sensittivi, bħalma huma dawk tal-avjazzjoni, u tajjeb ngħidu li dawn huma azzjonijiet f’oqsma fejn hemm riskji maġġuri li ma jirreplikawx il-benefiċċji tas-sħubija u li ma jipprovdux għal status quo. Barra minn hekk, f’oqsma bħal dawk ta’ residenza fejn għandhom kompetenza l-istati membri, il-Kummissjoni talbet  lill-istati membri biex ikunu ġenerużi kemm jistgħu maċ-ċittadini tar-Renju Unit. Fil-fatt aħna, kif stajtu ssegwu, hekk qegħdin nagħmlu. 

Se nibda bil-pjanijiet għaċ-ċittadini. Hawnhekk ħadna nota ta’ dak li qalet il-Prim Ministru Theresa May dwar iċ-ċittadini tal-Unjoni Ewropea, inkluż dawk Maltin li joqogħdu fir-Renju Unit, u lqajna l-fatt li dawn se jitħallew jibqgħu bl-istess drittijiet anke wara l-ħruġ u bla ebda spejjeż żejda. Għalhekk aħna bħala Gvern Malti rreċiprokajna dan it-trattament. Iċ-ċittadini tar-Renju Unit li huma residenti f’Malta sad-data tat-tluq se jkunu f’kategorija speċjali ta’ immigranti u se jkollhom jibdlu d-dokument tagħhom f’wieħed li jirrifletti l-istatus il-ġdid. Dan iddeċidejna li nagħmluh mingħajr ħlas, anke għax fir-Renju Unit meta kien hemm dik il-fee ta’ madwar £60, jekk m’iniex sejra żball, imbagħad żammejna tlieta, u tagħna kienet madwar €27 u dik neħħejnieha wkoll. 

Id-dokument iddeċidejna li se jkun validu għal għaxar snin bħala sinjal politiku  b’saħħtu u wara l-għaxar snin ikun jista’ jiġi estiż mingħajr ħlas ukoll. Apparti ċ-ċittadini, ovvjament il-pjan tal-Gvern jinkludi wkoll 35 punt ta’ azzjoni ieħor u l-iktar importanti fost dawn huma l-pjan dwar il-prodotti mediċinali, li huwa suġġett li ħafna nies jistaqsu dwaru u konna għaddejjin bi proċess intern tal-Gvern sabiex jiġu indikati mediċini alternattivi minn barra r-Renju Unit jew kumpaniji alternattivi, u fejn kien possibbli ġew ikkuntattjati wkoll suppliers biex jibdew jaħsbu f’pajjiżi oħra bħala alternattiva biex tkun evitata l-problema ta’ mediċini out of stock jew varjazzjonijiet sostanzjali fil-prezzijiet tagħhom. B’mod temporanju qed isir stock piling ukoll ta’ ċerti mediċini mill-Ministeru tas-Saħħa. 

Rigward implikazzjonijiet finanzjarji, b’effett ta’ Brexit il-Gvern Malti se jkollu jikkontribwixxi madwar €6 miljuni fis-sena għall-budget tal-Unjoni Ewropea sas-sena 2020. Jiġifieri l-Gvern ħejja wkoll għal din l-eventwalità. Rigward id-Dwana, ovvjament se jkun hemm żieda konsiderevoli fix-xogħol tad-Dwana minħabba li l-affarijiet importati minn u esportati lejn ir-Renju Unit se jkollhom jiġu mdaħħlin fis-sistema tal-IT u analizzati, u numru minn dawn il-konsenji se jkunu magħżulin biex ikun hemm il-kontroll fuqhom. Għalhekk id-Dwana qiegħda tipprepara għal dan l-influss. Id-Dwana nediet sit elettroniku għal dan il-għan, iżda se tibda wkoll outreach biex tispjega lill-komunità tan-negozju kif ukoll se jkun hemm a one-stop shop biex iservi lil din il-komunità. Allura għal min ikollu xi diffikultajiet jew mistoqsijiet, hemm dan il-one-stop shop fejn min juża d-Dwana se jkun jista’ jirreferi hemmhekk. 

Rigward it-turiżmu, fl-eventwalità li l-isterlina tiddgħajjef, hemm ċans li ċ-ċittadini tar-Renju Unit jiddeċiedu li jqattgħu l-btajjel tagħhom f’pajjiżi fejn ir-rata tkun orħos, jiġifieri jew barra l-Ewropa jew fir-Renju Unit stess. Issa biex dan l-effett ma jkollux impatt kbir fuq Malta, qed jiġi kkonsidrat li tiżdied il-kampanja ta’ marketing b’madwar €3 miljun fuq perjodu ta’ 12-il xahar.

Dwar l-intrapriża, il-Gvern se jassisti lin-negozji biex jippreparaw għal Brexit u għal dan il-għan se jingħataw grants ta’ €4,000 - 50% tal-ispejjeż - biex isir assessjar fuq kif jiġu mitigati l-konsegwenzi ta’ Brexit. Rigward servizzi mediċi, il-Konvenzjoni tal-Kura tas-Saħħa ffirmata bejn Malta u r-Renju Unit fl-1975 se tibqa’ applikabbli, u din il-konvenzjoni kemm f’pajjiżna kif ukoll fir-Renju Unit tintuża ta’ kuljum fil-prattika u l-foundation programme tat-tobba m’għandux ikun effettwat minħabba li ċ-ċertifikat huwa maħruġ mill-awtoritajiet Maltin.

Fejn jidħlu l-istudenti, dawn se jitħallew ikomplu bl-istudji tagħhom f’Malta. Għall-applikazzjonijiet li jkunu daħlu wara d-29 ta’ Marzu li ġej, il-Ministeru tal-Edukazzjoni se jidħol f’arranġamenti reċiproċi mar-Renju Unit biex tkun maqbula struttura dwar il-miżati u f’każ li dan ma jseħħx, il-miżati għall-istudenti ta’ pajjiżi terzi li m’għandhomx ftehim simili jidħlu fis-seħħ. Il-Gvern Malti se jkun qed jittratta applikazzjonijiet għal rikonoxximent ta’ kwalifiki personali fuq l-istess bażi ta’ applikazzjoni minn pajjiż terz. 

Dwar l-Erasmus, għadha kemm ħarġet stqarrija issa, li tgħid hekk;

“Brexit Preparedness: European Commission adopts final set of “no-deal” contingency measures for Erasmus+ students, social security coordination rules and the EU budget.”.

Hawnhekk qegħdin jgħidu li l-istudenti kollha li qegħdin fuq programmi ta’ Erasmus+ se jibqgħu għaddejjin xorta waħda u se jibqgħu jitħallsu. Din irridu narawha għax għadha kif ħarġet issa. 

Rigward l-outreach li rridu nagħmlu, kif ħabbarna, minn nhar it-Tnejn li għadda tnediet helpline kemm f’Malta kif ukoll f’Londra għal kull tip ta’ mistoqsija dwar Brexit u l-linja hija 153, però skont feedback li għandi mill-EU-SEC, din ma tantx intużat. Għalija dan huwa sinjal tajjeb għax ifisser li wara li għamilna l-press conference, ħafna nies fehmu x’inhuma d-drittijiet tagħhom, dawk li m’għadhomx bħala drittijiet tagħhom, eċċ. Fil-fatt, il-ħmar il-lejl tiegħi kien li se jkunu inondati bit-telefonati u bdejt ngħidilhom sabiex jaraw li jpoġġu ħafna nies hemmhekk ħalli jlaħħqu mat-telefonati, imma fil-fatt daħlu biss 50 telefonata fi tlett ijiem, li huma ħafna inqas milli ħsibna u, kif kont qed ngħid huwa sinjal tajjeb għax jidher li n-nies qegħdin jifhmu, jew inkella lil min qegħdin jistaqsu qegħdin iweġbuhom tajjeb. Aħna nixtiequ li dan kollu jkun għalxejn, għax dan kollu qed isir f’każ li ma jkunx hemm tluq ordnat tar-Renju Unit mill-Unjoni Ewropea, però ma stajniex ma nippreparawx għal din il-possibbiltà li tista’ tiġri, u iktar ma joqrob iż-żmien iktar qegħdin naraw il-possibbiltà li din tiġri. Ovvjament aħna, bħal kull min hu involut u bħal kulħadd, nixtiequ li jkun hemm it-tluq ordnat, però issa rridu naraw. Aħna rridu nagħtu s-serħan tal-moħħ li jekk ma jkunx hemm it-tluq skont il-ftehim li sar, il-fallback position tagħna nkunu ppreparati għaliha. Grazzi.

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF (Kap tas-Segretarjat għall-Affarijiet Ewropej fil-Ministeru għall-Affarijiet Ewropej):	Naħseb il-Ministru laqtet il-punti kollha l-iktar importanti fil-pjan ta’ kontinġenzi tal-Gvern. Li forsi nista’ nespandi daqsxejn huwa dwar il-punti relatati mad-Dwana. Irċevejna xi suġġerimenti min-naħa tal-industrija biex kemm jista’ jkun l-outreach min-naħa tal-awtoritajiet tad-Dwana dwar il-formoli li se jkollhom jibdew jimlew l-intrapriżi tagħna li jimpurtaw u li jesportaw minn u lejn ir-Renju Unit tingħata kemm jista’ ikun malajr. 

Tkellimna mal-awtoritajiet tad-Dwana u dawn qegħdin jgħidulna li dan huwa qasam ta’ kompetenza assoluta tal-Unjoni Ewropea, fejn ir-regolamenti prattikament isiru fuq livell tal-Kunsill u mal-Kummissjoni. Kienu qegħdin jistennew xi linji gwida iktar tard din il-ġimgħa dwar il-formolarji li se jkollhom jibdew jimtlew u malli dan  jiġi pprovdut lilhom, min-naħa tagħhom se jibdew l-outreach mal-imsieħba bħaċ-Chamber of Commerce u l-GRTU u jibdew jikkuntattjawhom biex bħala rappreżentanzi ta’ stakeholders ewlenin ikollhom l-informazzjoni meħtieġa dwar kif se jimpattahom. 

Li forsi nixtieq inżid ukoll hu dwar dak li hemm għaddej fil-livell ta’ Unjoni Ewropea. Dak li joħroġ mill-pjan ta’ kontinġenza li tħabbar fid-19 ta’ Diċembru u li jinkorpora fih madwar 19-il azzjoni, kif qalet il-Ministru, li wħud minnhom huma proposti leġiżlattivi, jiġifieri li jagħmlu emendi f’liġijiet eżistenti tal-Unjoni Ewropea biex ma jkunx hemm gaps u riskji li jaffettwawna b’mod sever ħafna. Irrid nagħmilha ċara li l-prinċipji fundamentali li ħadmet fuqhom il-Kummissjoni abbażi tad-direzzjoni politika li ngħatat mill-Kunsill Ewropew u mill-mexxejja hija li dawn l-emendi leġiżlattivi mhux qegħdin hemmhekk biex jirreplikaw l-istatus quo jew biex jirreplikaw l-istatus ta’ membru sħiħ tal-Unjoni Ewropea. Dawn huma miżuri targeted ħafna f’oqsma verament sensittivi u fejn ma nistgħux noqogħdu mingħajr dawn l-azzjonijiet. Naħseb l-iktar proposta sensittiva li qed tolqotna direttament bħala Gvern hi l-proposta dwar l-avjazzjoni, dwar il-konnettività fl-ajru. Hemmhekk il-Kummissjoni ppreżentat proposta għal regolament biex tħalli t-titjiriet jibqgħu joperaw bejn iż-żewġ naħat. Hemm kritika ħarxa ħafna mill-istati membri dwar din il-proposta. Hemm diversi emendi li qegħdin jitressqu minn stati membri, iż-żmien mhuwiex favur tagħna, jiġifieri kollox irid jiġi konkluż interistituzzjonalment anke mal-Parlament sal-aħħar ta’ Marzu ta’ din is-sena. Hemm diffikultajiet f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ kompetenza tal-Unjoni, jiġifieri ridna nagħmlu żgur li ma jinħoloqx preċedent li l-Kummissjoni tkun tista’ tużah fil-futur biex toħroġ bi proposti li jidħlu fil-kompentenzi nazzjonali. Hemmhekk ġew introdotti emendi fit-test leġiżlattiv li jgħidu li din hija proposta legali li ma toħloqx preċedent u bla ebda preġudizzju għal dak li se jiġri f’dawn l-oqsma fil-futur, biex ma noħolqux shifts fil-bilanċ tal-poteri, kemm tal-istituzzjonijiet u kif ukoll bejn dak li huwa fuq livell nazzjonali u livell ta’ Unjoni Ewropea. 

Il-proposta kif inhi bħalissa f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ avjazzjoni tiggarantixxi li l-flights diretti bejn stat tal-Unjoni Ewropea u r-Renju Unit jibqgħu hemmhekk bl-istess volum li kien hemm fl-2018, jiġifieri qed tillimita l-possibbiltà li jiżdied il-volum ta’ titjiriet. Apparti minn hekk, qed toħloq ċerti regolamenti dwar liema air operating licences se jkunu validi. Bħalissa hemm ċerti requirements fl-Unjoni Ewropea li japplikaw għall-pajjiżi kollha, li biex kumpanija jkollha an air operating licence li tagħtiha l-aċċess għad-drittijiet kollha biex ittir minn punti differenti fl-Unjoni Ewropea, irid ikollha maġġoranza ta’ shareholding li jkun ġej minn ċittadini tal-Unjoni. Kif tistgħu tobsru dik toħloq diffikultajiet għal ċerti linji tal-ajru. Hemm il-każ partikolari tal-Iberia Airlines fi Spanja li għandha majority shareholding ġej mir-Renju Unit, allura kif inhi, jekk dan iseħħ, mill-għada ma tkunx tista’ tibqa’ ttir fl-Unjoni Ewropea. 

Jiġifieri tistgħu timmaġinaw ir-riperkussjonijiet li għandha. F’dawn l-affarijiet, in-negozjati għadhom miftuħin. Aħna, bħala Gvern, qegħdin inressqu ċerti emendi wkoll li mhux biss huma importanti għal-linja nazzjonali tal-ajru, imma wkoll għall-kumpaniji reġistrati f’Malta. Il-pożizzjoni tal-Gvern, kif tistgħu timmaġinaw, tiżvolġi u taddatta ruħha skont il-proposti li jkollna quddiemna fin-negozjati, imma mistennija tiġi mgħoddija lil dan il-Kumitat għall-iskrutinju tiegħu fil-ġranet li ġejjin. Apparti minn din il-proposta dwar is-servizzi tal-ajru, hemm proposta oħra li naħseb hija importanti ħafna għal Malta, u ċjoè l-proposta li teżenta ċittadini tar-Renju Unit mill-bżonn ta’ visa. Bħalissa hemm il-visa free list li toħroġ mir-regulation tal-EU u hemm emendi li qegħdin jiġu diskussi bħalissa biex ir-Renju Unit ikun imniżżel bħala pajjiż li ċ-ċittadini tiegħu m’għandhomx bżonn ta’ visa, però dan ma jeżentahomx mill-bżonn li jkunu reġistrati fis-sistema tal-ETIAS, fejn iħallsu l-miżata ta’ madwar €7 li jidhirli tkun valida għal tliett snin u jkunu reġistrati f’din is-sistema. Dik tapplika għall-pajjiżi kollha tal-Unjoni Ewropea u biex ċittadin li jkun fuq il-visa free list u jkun jista’ jidħol fit-territorju, irid ikun reġistrat f’din is-sistema. 

Hemm proposti oħrajn li wħud minnhom huma inqas sensittivi għalina, bħal dawk fuq ir-road freight. Kif tistgħu timmaġinaw il-volumi ta’ road freight bejn Malta u r-Renju Unit mhumiex daqshekk kbar, għalkemm nafu li hemm xi operaturi li jagħmlu dan it-tip ta’ road freight, però is-sensittività tagħhom għalina mhijiex tal-istess natura bħal dik tas-servizzi tal-ajru. 

Hemm il-proposti dwar id-Dwana u hemm żewġ proposti li din id-darba mhumiex regulations jew directives, imma huma implementing regulations min-naħa tal-Kummissjoni f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ servizzi finanzjarji. Dawn iż-żewġ proposti qegħdin hemmhekk biex jiżguraw li ma jkunx hemm financial stability risks, jiġifieri fejn hemm ċerti obbligi ta’ likwidità min-naħa tal-istituzzjonijiet finanzjarji, dawn jibqgħu jintlaħqu u ma jkollniex kriżijiet li jaffettwaw is-sistema finanzjarja tagħna bħala Unjoni. Naħseb li dawk huma l-iktar proposti leġiżlattivi jaħarqu. 

Illum ħarġet proposta dwar il-kordinament tas-sigurtà soċjali, jiġifieri dwar kif amministrattivment se nittrattaw iċ-ċittadini tar-Renju Unit li ħallsu kontribuzzjonijiet fl-istati membri. Ovvjament din tapplika għal dawk iċ-ċittadini tar-Renju Unit li ħallsu  kontribuzzjonijiet fit-territorju tal-Unjoni Ewropea u mhux għal dawk li saru fir-Renju Unit, għax dawk m’għandniex kontroll fuqhom ladarba r-Renju Unit jitlaq mill-Unjoni. L-appell tal-Kummissjoni hu biex inkunu ġenerużi f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ ċittadini u talbet lill-istati membri jindikaw jekk jixtiequx li jkun hemm xi inizjattivi, però il-maġġoranza tal-istati membri anke fid-diskussjonijiet li saru fl-aħħar ta’ Diċembru li għadda, indikaw li dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ residenza, ma’ status ta’ immigrazzjoni huwa kompetenza tal-istati membri, hemmhekk għandna ċerta flessibbiltà kif nimplimentaw dak li joħroġ mill-acquis u dik il-flessibbiltà aħna bħala pajjiżi nixtiequ nżommuha. Ovvjament, l-istati membri mhux kollha ddeċidew li jkunu ġenerużi daqs kemm kien il-Gvern Malti. Kien hemm stati membri li qegħdin jindikaw li l-ġenerożità tagħhom mhijiex daqs tagħna, imma dak kien l-appell tal-Kummissjoni. 

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Naħseb tajjeb li ngħidu wkoll li f’każ ta’ no deal dan jiskatta mill-ewwel, jiġifieri m’għandekx transition period u dawn l-affarijiet ikunu ma’ wiċċna mill-ewwel u ssib il-cliff edge. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-Onor. David Stellini.

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Jekk tippermettuli, xtaqt inkun konċiż ħafna biex ma naħlux ħafna ħin. Nixtieq nagħmel ftit kummenti u għandi madwar għaxar mistoqsijiet li jkopru s-sigurtà, iċ-ċittadini, eċċ. Għandi dawn il-mistoqsijiet għaliex ġenwinament naħseb li x-xenarju ta’ Brexit mhux ordnat sar possibbiltà ħafna ikbar. Ilbieraħ ilkoll kemm aħna segwejna l-Parlament Ingliż u nafu l-House of Commons xi jrid. Huwa veru li mhuwiex ċar ħafna xi jrid, però almenu nafu dak li ma jridx. 
ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Li ma tridx l-Unjoni Ewropea.

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Ministru, naħseb li dak li l-Prim Ministru Ingliża Theresa May se tmur titlob lill-Unjoni Ewropea fil-jiem li ġejjin, hemm possibbiltà kbira li l-Unjoni Ewropea ma taċċettahx, għax l-Unjoni Ewropea ma trid tibdel xejn f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ backstop, allura niġu f’xenarju possibbli ħafna li r-Renju Unit joħroġ mill-Unjoni Ewropea mingħajr deal. Huwa veru li lbieraħ il-House of Commons wrew li ma jridux no deal, imma jista’ jkun ikollna Brexit mingħajr deal, mhux ordnat, b’mod inċidentali, b’mod li ħadd ma riedu, imma ġara u huwa possibbli. Allura bħalma qal tajjeb il-kollega ta’ qabli, huwa importanti ħafna li n-negozji Maltin li jagħmlu kummerċ mar-Renju Unit, iċ-ċittadini Maltin li joqogħdu fir-Renju Unit u ċittadini mir-Renju Unit li joqogħdu f’Malta jkunu ppreparati sa snienhom. Jien jidhirli li jekk il-linja 153 mhux qed tirċievi ħafna telefonati, ma jfissirx li n-nies jafu kollox x’għandu x’jaqsam ma’ Brexit. Jista’ ikun ukoll li n-nies, speċjalment dawk l-eluf kbar ta’ anzjani li ilhom ħafna snin joqogħdu fir-Renju Unit u sal-lum ma kellhomx bżonn japplikaw għall-passaport Brittaniku, forsi mhumiex konxji li jridu jaġixxu f’każ li jkollna Brexit mhux ordnat. 

F’każ li jkollna Brexit ordnat, għandhom il-possibbiltà ta’ sena tranżizzjoni jew iktar, allura għandhom iktar żmien biex japplikaw għal city status, però jekk fid-29 ta’ Marzu  jkollna Brexit mingħajr deal, kif qalet il-Ministru, jispiċċaw fi cliff edge –  nafu x’ġara fil-Windrush story – u dawn bażikament jispiċċaw mingħajr aċċess għall-kura tas-saħħa u jitilfu ċerti drittijiet, meta dawn huma nies li għandhom bżonn ħafna s-sistema ta’ kura għax għandhom ċerta età. Allura, bħalma diġà ddiskutejna kemm-il darba, isserraħli moħħi kieku l-Gvern Malti, permezz tal-High Commission f’Londra, idur erba’ bliet kbar bħal Cardiff, Edinburgh u Glasgow u jagħmel dawn it-town hall meetings biex anke jattendu biss għaxra minn nies, dawn jirrealizzaw kemm is-sitwazzjoni hija drammatika u jinformaw lill-komunità tagħhom. Forsi min-naħa tal-Gvern Ċentrali f’Malta għandna niddedikaw iktar flus biex ikun hemm reklami qosra fuq TVM biex min għandu l-qraba tiegħu jgħixu fir-Renju Unit, jinformahom biex joqogħdu attenti u jċemplu l-153 biex jaraw x’għandhom bżonn jagħmlu. 

Dik hija xi ħaġa li aħna bħala Oppożizzjoni tinkwetana ħafna u huwa importanti ħafna li l-Gvern jaħdem fuqha. Naħseb kienet idea tajba ħafna din tal-għaxar snin f’każ ta’ Brexit mhux ordnat, jiġifieri li ċ-ċittadini tar-Renju Unit f’Malta japplikaw għal residence permit għal għaxar snin, li jista’ jiġġedded u japplika mill-ewwel. Allura jkun tajjeb li l-Gvern Malti, permezz tal-Ministru għall-Affarijiet Barranin u tan-nies tiegħu jagħmel pressjoni fuq il-Gvern Ingliż biex din il-miżura tant tajba għall-Ingliżi li joqogħdu Malta tkun tapplika għall-Maltin li joqogħdu fir-Renju Unit. Nifhem li l-Gvern Ingliż bħalissa għaddej b’ħafna impenji oħra, però huwa importanti li aħna nipproteġu bl-iktar mod possibbli liċ-ċittadini Maltin, anke lil dawk li ilhom 40 sena jew 50 sena jgħixu fir-Renju Unit, għax fl-aħħar mill-aħħar dawn Maltin għadhom. 

Il-Prim Ministru qalilna li għaċ-ċittadini mhux biss Brittaniċi, imma wkoll tal-European Economic Area (EEA), beħsiebu jagħmel korsija differenti fl-ajruport ta’ Malta u din hija idea tajba. L-EEA qegħdin fix-Schengen, jiġifieri ma nafx għalfejn għandu jagħmel korsija għalihom, it is beside the point, però hija tajba għall-Ingliżi u jkun tajjeb li l-Gvern Malti jagħmel pressjoni fuq ir-Renju Unit biex jagħmel l-istess għall-Maltin. Hemmhekk għandna ħafna studenti u nies li jaħdmu fl-isptarijiet, li jgawdu ħafna minnha, għax bħalma jaf il-Ministru li jsiefer ħafna, ħafna drabi tkun problema għax iddum tistenna bil-passaport, jiġifieri din is-sistema tgħin ħafna. 

Il-Forzi tal-Ordni Maltin huma ppreparati għal xenarju ta’ no deal fil-livell ta’ sigurtà fil-fruntieri ta’ Malta? Il-Prim Ministru qalilna li fid-Dwana żiedu ħafna riżorsi. Ġustament, hemm bżonn ta’ ħafna riżorsi fil-kontrolli tad-Dwana, però taħseb li minkejja dan se jkollna dewmien jekk ikollna Brexit mhux ordnat? Huwa veru li l-Gvern xtara l-mediċini kollha biex jassigura li jkollna l-istock kollu? Normalment, il-mediċini jixtruhom mir-Renju Unit, jiġifieri qed nimmaġina li sab pajjiżi oħra, bħall-Indja u l-Irlanda fejn il-mediċini jkunu miktubin bl-Ingliż. Il-Ministru Chris Fearne tkellem tajjeb dwar dan, imma għandna garanzija li mhux se jogħlew il-mediċini f’Malta u l-isptarijiet pubbliċi ta’ Malta għandhom stock biżżejjed?  

L-Onor. Glenn Bedingfield tkellem fuq il-kwestjoni tan-negozjati dwar it-titjiriet. Hija xi ħaġa verament drammatika li titjiriet jew ajruplani ma jistgħux jatterraw f’Malta jew bil-kontra. Kif qal l-Onor. Robert Arrigo għandna 40% tat-turisti jiġu mir-Renju Unit. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mhumiex 40%. Bil-proċess ta’ diversifikazzjoni huma 35% fix-xitwa u qisu 28% fis-sajf għax fis-sajf għandek proċess li jnaqqas id-dipendenza, però xorta huma l-ikbar source market għall-punt ta’ preċiżjoni.

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Jiġifieri ċ-Chairperson qed jikkonferma kemm huwa sinifikanti s-settur tat-turiżmu mir-Renju Unit. Il-Gvern x’jista’ jagħmel biex jimmitiga Brexit no deal fuq it-turiżmu? Jien mhux qed noħroġ b’ideat tiegħi, imma qed nistaqsi biex forsi tagħtuha ftit iktar ħsieb. 

Il-Prim Ministru qal li l-Kabinett identifika 82 liġi li jkollhom jiġu emendati minħabba Brexit. Tistgħu tagħtu lista lill-Oppożizzjoni? Mhux lili, imma lill-Viċi Kap tagħna l-Onor. David Agius. Jista’ il-Prim Ministru jagħtina lista tal-kumpaniji kollha li hemm fir-Renju Unit li beħsiebhom jirrilokaw għal Malta? Tista’ din il-lista ta’ dawn il-kumpaniji tkun pubblika? Tista’ il-Ministru Helena Dalli jew il-Gvern Malti jippubblikaw il-pjan ta’ komunikazzjoni speċifikament għaċ-ċittadini Maltin li jgħixu fir-Renju Unit? Grazzi.

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Iktar kmieni din il-ġimgħa għedt li se nkunu qegħdin niddiskutuha. Jiena qiegħda nifhem x’inhu l-iskop tiegħek, però pereżempju inti semmejt l-anzjani; jekk hemm anzjani li għandhom diffikultà biex jagħmlu telefonata, xi ħaġa li hi disponibbli kemm hawn Malta u anke fir-Renju Unit, taħseb li se jivvjaġġaw distanzi daqshekk twal – għax hawn mhux qed ngħidu li minn Ħaż-Żabbar se tmur sal-Belt Valletta – biex ikunu moqdijin b’din tat-town hall?! 

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Pereżempju, lill-pensjonant li joqgħod l-Iskozja, xi ħadd irid jgħidlu li teżisti l-helpline 153.

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Jiena naqbel li l-komunikazzjoni fir-Renju Unit trid tkun tali li tasal għand dawk in-nies li rridu nolqtu. Jien naqbel mal-idea tiegħek, però waqt li qegħdin naħsbu iktar dwarha, taħseb li se jkun hemm konkorrenza meta hemm din il-faċilità? Ħalli ma ngħidux li jidħlu fil-website u jniżżlu l-mistoqsija hemm, għax forsi mhumiex IT literate, imma naħseb li telefonata hija iktar effiċjenti milli trid taqbad it-trasport pubbliku jew il-karozza tiegħek u tmur f’din it-town hall  li Alla jaf kemm qiegħda mili ’l bogħod. (Interruzzjonijiet) Għidli, għax aħna għadna ma ħadniex id-deċiżjoni fuq din il-ħaġa. 

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Se mmur lura għall-esperjenza li kelli meta kont naħdem fuq il-linja 154 tal-bdil għall-ewro, li wkoll kienet sitwazzjoni drammatika u naħseb li l-preparamenti li qegħdin nitkellmu dwarhom illum huma drammatiċi. L-aħħar laqgħa li kellna hawnhekk kienet importanti, imma llum nemmen li din id-diskussjoni hija neċessarja. Jiġifieri anke l-preparamenti huma neċessarji. Jien naħseb, bħal kull min ħadem fil-komunikazzjoni, li mhux channel wieħed irid ikollok f’sitwazzjoni drammatika bħal din, imma jrid ikollok numru ta’ channels, però li jkollok town hall meeting naħseb li hija neċessarja. Il-linja tat-telefon 153 ma ħsibtx fuqha jien, però I think it is a brilliant idea u it complements għax hija tajba ħafna l-linja 153, però lil dawn in-nies li se jispiċċaw mingħajr drittijiet, b’xi mod irridu ngħidulhom li teżisti l-linja 153. 

ONOR.  HELENA DALLI: Again, għadna ma ħadniex deċiżjoni. Fil-fatt qegħdin nitkellmu mal-MFTP dwar dan. L-ewwel ħaġa, mhux linja waħda ta’ komunikazzjoni hemm imma hemm il-website fejn min hu IT friendly - kif illum huma ħafna nies – jista’ jikkomunika b’dak il-mod u jsib it-tweġibiet hemmhekk. Hemm ukoll l-FAQs, jiġifieri hemm ħafna modi ta’ komunikazzjoni. Id-dubju żgħir li jibqagħli hu x’konkorrenza se jkun hemm jekk isiru dawn minħabba d-distanzi. Pereżempju, li se ssir mill-High Commission f’Londra, nassumi li se jkun hemm konkorrenza minkejja li għandek id-distanzi.

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Mil-Londra sal-Iskozja hemm ħafna kilometri. Fil-fatt naħseb li hemm madwar 500 kilometru.

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Jien qed ngħid li anke fl-Iskozja stess jew f’Cardiff stess hemm ħafna kilometri.

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Il-punt tiegħi huwa li jekk xi ħadd joqgħod Cardiff mhux se joqgħod imur Londra.

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Le, le, jien mhux qed ngħid hekk. 
ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Allura għandek tmur int għandu.

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Li kont qed ngħid hu li jekk f’Londra forsi għandek l-iktar konċentrazzjoni fil-madwar, forsi tkun worth it li ssir, però nerġa’ ngħidlek li din hija suġġetta għad-diskussjoni u ovvjament irridu naqtgħuha minnufih. Nirringrazzjak tal-proposta u, kif għedtlek, se naħsbu dwarha u qegħdin niddiskutuha, però issa naraw x’inhu l-iktar li jaqbel, jekk inżidux dan il-mod ieħor ta’ komunikazzjoni, jew naraw li ma tantx se navvanzaw daqshekk biha. Għax jiena nemmen li jekk persuna anzjana - speċjalment fix-xitwa, għax qegħdin nitkellmu fuq żmien fejn hemm ħafna maltemp - taf li tista’ ċċempel u tistaqsi dak li trid u jkollha t-tweġibiet, ma naħsibx li se toħroġ minn darha tivjaġġa ħafna kilometri biex tmur fit-town hall, meta tista’ tinqeda permezz tat-telefon. Dik li rridu naraw. Qegħdin narawha magħkom ukoll u forsi trid tgħid xi ħaġa fuqha inti, għax naħseb kellek iċ-ċans taħseb dwarha għax tkellimna magħkom. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Is-Sinjura Maria Calleja.

IS-SINJURA MARIA CALLEJA (Director General, Ministeru tal-Affarijiet Barranin): Fil-fatt, minbarra l-linja 153, il-High Commission tagħna f’Londra nediet ukoll żewġ numri tat-telefon, wieħed minnhom during office hours u t-tieni wieħed after office hours. Dan jiġi mħaddem mill-istaff tal-ambaxxata li l-Ministeru bagħat appożitament mhux għal dan l-iskop biss, imma anke biex insegwu l-Brexit aħjar, allura f’dan il-perjodu ta’ tranżizzjoni bagħat uffiċjal diplomatiku ieħor fl-ambaxxata biex jingħata dan is-servizz. L-informazzjoni li għandna hi li dawn in-nies, li tista’ tgħid li jaqgħu taħt il-faxxa vulnerabbli – jekk nistgħu ngħidulhom hekk – fosthom anzjani u nies li qegħdin fil-homes, huma ftit. 

Ovvjament, anke minħabba l-proċess naturali tal-bniedem, dawn l-anzjani li kienu ilhom għal ħafna żmien fl-Ingilterra li forsi għandhom bżonn jaġġornaw id-dokumenti tagħhom huma ftit u huma magħrufin. Barra minn hekk, infakkar ukoll li fit-tieni sessjoni li għamlet il-Ministru quddiem dan il-Kumitat, konna semmejna li fid-19 ta’ Ġunju tas-sena l-oħra organizzajna laqgħa għall-Komunità Maltija fil-High Commission f’Londra biex nagħtu iktar informazzjoni dwar dak li kien qed jissejjaħ is-settlement scheme u din il-laqgħa tant kienet suċċess li lanqas kien hemm biżżejjed post fejn joqogħdu n-nies. Saret ukoll laqgħa oħra simili f’Settembru. 

Infakkar li fit-tieni sessjoni ta’ laqgħa simili għal din konna għedna li l-Konslijiet Onorarji u l-Maltin ta’ ċerta portata professjonali madwar l-Ingilterra, qegħdin jgħinu biex imexxu l-kelma ta’ x’għandu u x’ma għandux isir. Sakemm ġie mniedi dan il-helpline, il-Ministeru tagħna kien qiegħed juri x’differenza hemm bejn sitwazzjoni ta’ deal u no deal, billi diġà kellna l-informazzjoni u kellna FAQs ibbażati fuq dak li kien il-ħsieb tas-settlement status, is-settlement scheme u preċiżament fis-16 ta’ Settembru konna ħriġna reklami fil-ġurnali kollha li joħorġu l-Ħadd, fejn avżajna li dawk kollha li għandhom qraba fir-Renju Unit li jixtiequ aktar informazzjoni, jistgħu jiktbu fuq l-email address foreignaffairs@gov.mt u tajna wkoll in-numru tat-telephone fejn jistgħu jċemplu li kien jikkorrispondi għad-direttorat tal-Maltin li jgħixu barra. Fi ftit jiem, il-massimu tat-telefonati li kellna kien ta’ 74. Jiġifieri s’issa kellna biss 74  telefonata fuq dak in-numru. Minn nhar il-Ġimgħa li għaddiet dan it-telephone number waqaf jopera biex jagħtu l-okkażjoni lill-helpline biex jibda jopera. 

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Ma naħsibx li persuna waħda hija biżżejjed minn Malta. 

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Din hija extra, imma hemm l-istaff l-oħrajn.  

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Naf li hemm l-istaff l-oħrajn, però Ministru qed nistaqsi f’kuntest fejn  kullimkien fl-Ewropa, speċjalment Dublin, ħafna ċittadini mir-Renju Unit qegħdin jipprovaw japplikaw għall-passaport jekk għandhom parentela Ġermaniża jew parentela Maltija. Ovvjament naħseb li ta’ Malta żdiedu ħafna u f’dak il-kuntest, fil-fatt anke l-Ministru qal li rdoppjaw. Jien naħseb li aktar milli rdoppjaw, allura tiġi l-mistoqsija jekk persuna waħda fil-High Commission hijiex qed tlaħħaq max-xogħol.

IS-SINJURA MARIA CALLEJA: Iva, naħseb li tista’ tlaħħaq. Infakkar li waħda mill-ikbar challenges li kellha l-High Commission tagħna f’Londra, u mhux biss f’Londra, imma l-ambaxxati kollha Maltin madwar id-dinja, kienet meta Malta daħħlet iċ-ċittadinanza doppja. Niftakar li jien kont posted ukoll u kien hemm rush ta’ Maltin jew nies li jħossu li għandhom dritt għaċ-ċittadinanza Maltija li kienu ġew japplikaw u ma jidhirlix li l-amministrazzjoni ta’ dak iż-żmien kienet żiedet in-nies fl-ambaxxati jew żidithom b’mod drammatiku. Jiġifieri jekk konna kapaċi nlaħħqu man-nies dak iż-żmien, naħseb li kapaċi nlaħħqu magħhom issa wkoll. 

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF: Jien xtaqt nagħmel kjarifika biex nevitaw milli jinħoloq allarm li forsi ma jeżistix. Qabel ma niġi għall-punt tiegħi, irrid ngħid li l-Prim Ministru diġà semma li forsi għalina bħala Gvern hija ħafna iktar faċli li nidentifikaw min huma ċ-ċittadini tar-Renju Unit li għandna f’Malta. Ir-raġuni hi faċli ħafna, li min jeżerċita d-drittijiet tiegħu ta’ moviment ħieles f’Malta, xorta għandu bżonn dokument li juri l-istatus tiegħu, iċ-ċittadin tal-Unjoni Ewropea u li jkollu dokument ta’ residenza. Bl-istess mod is-sistema ma teżistix fir-Renju Unit, jiġifieri ċ-ċittadini Maltin lanqas ir-Renju Unit m’għandu idea ta’ min huma. 

Min-naħa l-oħra, nixtieq nirreferi għall-policy paper jew il-commitment li għamel unilateralment il-Gvern tar-Renju Unit f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ ċittadini tal-Unjoni Ewropea biex forsi nserrħu ras dak li jkun. Il-Gvern tar-Renju Unit diġà ħabbar li dawk iċ-ċittadini tal-Unjoni Ewropea, kif ukoll il-familjari tagħhom li qegħdin hemmhekk, irrelevanti jekk humiex ċittadini tal-Unjoni Ewropea jew ta’ pajjiżi terzi li se jkunu hemmhekk se jkollhom l-istess drittijiet li għandhom illum, kemm f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ edukazzjoni, kemm f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ saħħa u kemm f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ drittijiet ta’ residenza, se jibqgħu jżommuhom b’mod indefinit. Dan huwa commitment li ħareġ f’dokument li ppubblika l-Gvern tar-Renju Unit, irrelevanti jekk ikunx hemm deal jew ma jkunx hemm deal. L-unika differenza li se jkun hemm hija li jridu japplikaw sal-aħħar tal-2020. Jiġifieri dawn għandhom ċans sal-2020 biex imorru japplikaw għal dan id-dokument ġdid. Il-Gvern tar-Renju Unit ħabbar ukoll li min hu vulnerabbli se jingħata l-għajnuna. 

Il-proċess ta’ applikazzjonijiet se jkun qed isir b’mod elettroniku, però rrikonoxxew ukoll li hemm ċerti kategoriji ta’ nies vulnerabbli, li forsi huma anzjani li m’għandhomx aċċess għal dawn il-mezzi, li se jkunu qed jingħataw assistenza minn ċentri lokali. Il-Home Officer Ingliż se jkun qed jispjega b’mod aktar definittiv kif dawn in-nies se japplikaw, u anke jekk ma japplikawx, il-Gvern qal li se jieħu inkonsiderazzjoni dawk il-każijiet speċifiċi, dejjem jekk ikun hemm raġunijiet verament ta’ każijiet ġenwini. Differenza waħda maġġura li jkun hemm il-Withdrawal Agreement f’dan il-każ hija l-familjari. Jekk membru tal-familja ta’ ċittadin tar-Renju Unit li se jkun qiegħed hemmhekk sad-29 ta’ Marzu ma jkunx laħaq daħal sal-2022, biex jidħol wara jkun irid jiffaċċja l-istess proċeduri bħal ċittadin ta’ kwalunkwe pajjiż terz ieħor. Dik se tkun id-differenza maġġuri. Irrid nelenka r-referenza għal dan id-dokument. 

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Grazzi. Dan huwa punt validu ħafna li qabiżli għax ma kontx naf li l-Gvern ħareġ dan id-dokument, però din qed ngħidha f’kuntest fejn, sfortunatament, ir-Renju Unit jista’ jiġi għal elezzjoni mill-ġdid u jkollu Gvern ġdid, imma din mhijiex fil-kontroll tal-Gvern Malti. Jien xi ftit aktar drammatiku minnek, imma forsi anke għax qed nara xenarji differenti fil-landscape politika tar-Renju Unit. 

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Issemmiet id-Dwana u staqsejtni dwar id-dewmien. Aħna qegħdin naħdmu biex ma jkunx hemm dewmien, imma mbagħad m’għandniex il-crystal ball fejn nistgħu ngħidu eżattament x’se jiġri, għax ħadd ma jaf eżattament. Aħna kommessi li nagħmlu dak kollu possibbli u lbieraħ kien qed jitkellem id-Direttur Ġenerali tad-Dwana fejn ta l-assigurazzjoni kollha li they are leaving no stone unturned u qed jagħmlu dak kollu possibbli biex ma jkunx hawn dewmien. 

L-istess rigward il-mediċini. Smajtuh lill-Ministru għas-Saħħa jgħid li l-Awtorità tal-Mediċini qegħdin jaħdmu full blast fuqha din. Ovvjament, fejn jidħlu l-mediċini ma jidħol xejn, għax hawnhekk qegħdin nitkellmu fuq is-saħħa tan-nies. Hawn l-istess, li nistgħu nagħmlu hu li nagħtu l-assigurazzjoni li qegħdin naraw li jsir dak kollu possibbli biex ma jkunx hemm gaps fit-tranżizzjoni fejn ninqabdu mingħajr mediċini. Dik l-assigurazzjoni aħna nistgħu nagħtuha. 

L-istess fuq it-turiżmu, kif semmejt, qegħdin ninvestu €3 miljuni aktar f’xogħol ta’ marketing, ħalli nagħmluha aktar faċli biex ma jinżilx in-numru ta’ turisti. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-Onor. Mifsud Bonnici. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONICI: L-ewwel nett, niringrazzja lill-Ministru talli reġa’ ġie f’dan il-Kumitat, li hija xi ħaġa tajba. Il-grupp tal-Oppożizzjoni esprima l-preokkupazzjoni tiegħu dwar Brexit minn żmien twil ilu. Jien u l-kollega konna ktibna lil dan il-Kumitat bl-idea li jsiru diskussjonijiet ferm aktar kmieni, però l-aqwa li qed isiru d-diskussjonijiet. Aħna ninsabu inkwetati fuq ix-xenarju li r-Renju Unit joħroġ mingħajr ftehim u, ngħidu x’ngħidu, jekk dan iseħħ se jkollu effett qawwi ħafna. M’iniex se nuża kliem superlattiv, imma żgur u mhux forsi li fuq is-soċjetà Maltija u s-soċjetà Ewropea se jkun hemm effetti negattivi. Fejn jidħlu l-kummerċ, il-komunikazzjoni, l-iskambju liberu u diversi affarijiet oħra, se jkollna effett kuntrarju, allura naħseb li indipendentement minn prinċipji li smajna ħafna dwarhom fit-trattattivi, għalija huwa essenzjali li l-Unjoni Ewropea, kemm jista’ jkun, tasal mar-Renju Unit. 

Din l-idea li rajna tiżviluppa fir-Renju Unit, fejn Theresa May għamlet minn kollox biex tipprova li l-ftehim li għamlet mal-Unjoni Ewropea jgħaddi, u rajna vot kuntrarju daqshekk massiċċ kontra tagħha, imma mbagħad wara rajna l-fiduċja fiha biex tkompli tmexxi, naħseb li jekk hemm xi ħaġa li forsi jistgħu jagħtu ċertezza fuqha hija li l-Parlament Ingliż irid lil Theresa May tinnegozja mill-ġdid. Aħna nifhmu l-pożizzjoni ta’ prinċipju li ħadet l-Unjoni Ewropea u nifhmu ċerti dikjarazzjonijiet li jsiru, imma naħseb li huwa essenzjali għal Malta li jkun hemm xi forma ta’ diskussjoni mill-ġdid mar-Renju Unit biex wieħed jasal għal ċerti pożizzjonijiet. Jien ma nippretendix li l-Ministru se tagħtini xi risposta u tgħidli iva jew le, żgur li le, imma xtaqt … 

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Li xtaqt ngħid at this point hu li xi ħaġa li spikkat f’dawn in-negozjati kienet l-unità bejn is-27 pajjiż, u dik ma rridux li tinkiser. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Aħna m’aħniex ngħidu li l-unità għandha tinkiser imma qegħdin nappellaw għal dan is-sens tar-raġuni. Jekk ir-Renju Unit joħroġ barra mingħajr ftehim, se jkollna kaos f’diversi affarijiet. Is-Sinjurija Tiegħek taf li avolja jkollna ħafna assigurazzjonijiet down the line, meta tiġi għall-affarijiet, ir-responsabilità politika se tiġi fuqna. Meta nibda naqra, bla ma nixħet l-ebda dell ikrah fuq ħadd, lanqas fuq il-politiċi, jekk kollox qiegħed jaħdem clockwork, kollox qiegħed f’postu u nkunu ħsibna f’kollox, nibda ngħid li hemm xi ħaġa li mhux qiegħda f’postha, mingħajr ma b’xi mod ninsulenta lil xi ħadd fid-diskors tiegħi. F’dawn iċ-ċirkostanzi, aħna qegħdin ngħidu li l-Gvern Malti, internament fl-Unjoni Ewropea, għandu jilgħab mal-idea li fuq ċerti punti għandu jkun hemm diskussjoni mar-Renju Unit. Qed ngħiduh hawnhekk, għax dan huwa l-forum li għandna bħala Oppożizzjoni, apparti l-kitba tagħna fil-gazzetti, li fih l-Unjoni Ewropea tikkonsidra li jkun hemm ftehim fuq dawn il-punti nevralġiċi mar-Renju Unit. Ovvjament, żgur mhux forsi, jekk ikun hemm id-disruption totali ta’ din is-sitwazzjoni, l-aspett tal-kummerċ li żviluppa tant tajjeb minħabba l-veloċità ta’ kif isir in-negozju, żgur li se jaqla’ daqqa ta’ ħarta u se jkollu impatt fuq is-sitwazzjoni ekonomika ta’ pajjiżna.  

Naħseb li hawnhekk il-helpline huwa tajjeb, però Ministru, il-perċezzjoni tagħna hi li fost il-poplu Malti m’hemmx għarfien biżżejjed fuqu. Huwa veru li għadu kif sar, u nistgħu nargumentaw li forsi seta’ sar qabel, però huwa importanti li sar u huwa importanti aktar li jingħata r-riklam barra minn Malta biex in-nies iċemplu fuqu. L-effett tal-helpline huwa li fil-bidu l-affarijiet isiru bil-mod, imbagħad f’daqqa waħda jieħu. Allura hemm bżonn li mhux biss jiġi indirizzat, għax qisu qed jiġi indirizzat għal dawk li se japplikaw għaċ-ċittadinanza jew għar-residenza, imma jrid ikun hemm il-messaġġ li huwa għal kollox, anke għat-telekomunikazzjoni u għan-nies li jmorru minn naħa għall-oħra. Pereżempju, punt li staqsieni xi ħadd fit-triq fuqu, huwa: Jekk jien inċempel lit-tifla l-Ingilterra, it-telefonati tiegħi se jiġu aktar għoljin milli qegħdin bħalissa? Jiġifieri kollox irid jiġi indirizzat u n-nies iwieġbu għas-sitwazzjonijiet partikolari tagħhom. Hemmhekk hemm bżonn isir ferm aktar xogħol. 

Ministru, jekk tippermettilna nikkritikaw ftit lill-Gvern, ma rajnikomx li ħsibtu biżżejjed fuq din il-ħaġa għax kulħadd kien qed jittama li naslu fi ftehim, imma issa huwa l-mument, hu x’inhu l-mument, li ssir kampanja qawwija fil-gazzetti Maltin u fil-gazzetti Ingliżi wkoll fuq dan il-helpline u r-riklami li qed jihru fuq it-televiżjoni, kif qal tajjeb il-kollega tiegħi. Inkella se jkollna diversi nies li għandhom sitwazzjonijiet diffiċli li qatt mhuma se jiġu għad-dawl, imbagħad wara kulħadd jiġi jiffaċċjana. 

Nittama wkoll li l-Gvern ipprepara grupp ta’ nies biex jirrispondu rigward is-sitwazzjoni ta’ x’se jiġri - l-Ingliżi s’issa għadhom qed jinsistu fuq l-aħħar ta’ Marzu - wara l-aħħar ta’ Marzu. Naħseb li wara l-aħħar ta’ Marzu għandu jkun hemm kumitat daparti tal-Gvern Malti rigward l-effetti negattivi li se jkun hemm, mhux sat-30 ta’ Marzu imma mit-30 ta’ Marzu ’l hemm, li jispjega x’se jiġri rigward id-diversi strutturi li għandna u kif nistgħu niġu effettwati negattivament, speċjalment fil-kamp tal-kummerċ. Jien nifhem li l-Gvern qed igħid li rridu nħajru lill-kumpaniji biex jixtru ħafna, imma anke jekk tixtri ħafna, f’xi mument l-istock se jispiċċa. Wieħed mis-suċċess tal-Unjoni Ewropea kien li ħafna nies fin-negozju ma tgħabbewx iż-żejjed bl-istock tagħhom, jiġifieri jixtru u jbigħu malajr. Dak il-vantaġġ irridu naraw kif se nimmitigawlu l-effett negattiv tiegħu. Aħna, Ministru, nieħdu pjaċir li inti tiġi hawn u nieħdu pjaċir aktar jekk fil-laqgħat - forsi ċ-Chairperson jiftiehem mal-Oppożizzjoni fuqhom - aħna nkunu preżenti biex inkomplu niddiskutu dawn l-affarijiet, għax hemm ferm aktar affarijiet li se joħorġu. Il-helpline jgħin, u jgħin ukoll biex niġu alerted, għax jista’ jkun li ngħinu bl-ideat ta’ x’inhuma l-punti nevralġiċi u x’inhuma l-linji li qegħdin iċemplu l-aktar dwarhom n-nies. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Is-Sur Glenn Micallef. 

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF: Nixtieq nagħti daqsxejn informazzjoni dwar it-telefonati li qed nirċievu s’issa. Minbarra t-telefonati, qed jidħlu wkoll mistoqsijiet b’korrispondenza elettronika permezz ta’ emails u milli rajt dalgħodu, il-maġġoranza tal-mistoqsijiet mhux qed ikunu marbuta mar-residenza. Jiġifieri għandek volum ta’ telefonati li huma marbuta ma’ liċenzji jew ma’ xiri fuq l-internet, biex insemmilek żewġ eżempji partikolari. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNNICI: Jekk għandek 5,000 pakkett li qed jiġi mir-Renju Unit, ma kontx naf li hemm volum daqshekk qawwi ... 

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF: 5,000 fil-ġimgħa. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: 5,500 pakkett li jiġi bl-ajru mir-Renju Unit fil-ġimgħa. Jiġifieri aħna li nħobbu naqraw nittamaw li huma kollha kotba, però serraħ moħħok li mhumiex. 
ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Jien tiegħi jmorru dritt fit-tablet, lanqas biss jittrasportawhom, għax issa hekk taqrahom il-kotba. Jien inġorr il-librerija miegħi. Ara x’vantaġġ! 

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF: Għandi xi punti li forsi wħud minnhom huma ta’ opinjoni u wħud minnhom jista’ jkun li hu l-ħsieb romantiku tiegħi. Jien naħseb li l-Gvern ma setax jibda jikkomunika l-ħidma li kienet qed issir fuq il-pjan ta’ kontinġenza qabel ma nkunu fiċ-ċert li se jfallu n-negozjati dwar l-arranġament tat-tluq, għalkemm kienet għaddejja minn wara l-kwiniti. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI:  Ladarba l-Oppożizzjoni qiegħdet lilha nnfisha għad-dispożizzjoni, mhux se niddivulgaw l-affarijiet, speċjalment is-suġġeriment tajjeb tal-Onor. Stellini li jkollna lista ta’ liġijiet li se jiġu effettwati. Aħna nistgħu nagħtu daqqa t’id. 

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF: Il-lista hija available u se ngħadduha lill-Ministru, m’għandix problema. Aħna mhux qed ngħidu li dawk it-82 liġi, kollha għandhom bżonn jiġu emendati. Jista’ jkun li wħud minnhom m’għandhomx għalfejn jiġu emendati, però f’ċerti liġijiet li jittrasponu direttivi tal-Unjoni Ewropea li jagħmlu referenza għar-Renju Unit bħala stat membru, hemmhekk l-awtoritajiet tar-Renju Unit mhux se jibqgħu rikonoxxuti bħala awtoritajiet tal-Unjoni Ewropea, allura hemmhekk tkun trid temenda dawn il-liġijiet. M’għandix problema li ngħaddi din il-lista. 

Nixtieq naċċenna għal dak li qal il-President tal-Kunsill Ewropew, li anke jekk ikun hemm qbil mar-Renju Unit se tkun sitwazzjoni ta’ lose, lose. Id-diffikultà maġġuri li għandu bħalissa r-Renju Unit hi dwar il-backstop tal-Irlanda ta’ Fuq, u fil-fehma tiegħi - forsi se nerġa’ nkun romantiku - hija xi ħaġa dwar il-prinċipji fundamentali. Tgħidli, għandna nikkonsidraw li nipperikolaw l-integrità tas-suq intern tagħna biex ikun hemm deal b’mod ordnat? Fil-fehma tiegħi, m’għandniex, għax kif semmejt tajjeb inti s-suq intern jagħti benefiċċji, però għandek l-obbligi wkoll. Ma tistax tieħu l-benefiċċji biss u tħalli l-obbligi barra. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Il-problema hija li l-effett tagħha mhux se jkun biss ċirkonċiż għar-Renju Unit, imma se jkun marbut direttament magħna. Ridt nistaqsik,għax ma nafx jekk fhimtx tajjeb li se tiġi delegazzjoni tal-Kummissjoni. Tista’ tinformana dwarha, jekk jogħġbok? 

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Dawn huma esperti mill-Kummissjoni li se jkunu qegħdin jagħmlu tour de capitales, u fost pajjiżi oħrajn, ġejjin Malta. Se jkollhom laqgħat biex min għandu mistoqsijiet fuq leġiżlazzjoni jew fine tuning ta’ xi leġiżlazzjoni, hemm l-esperti li jistgħgu jagħtuh it-tweġibiet u nisperaw anke s-soluzzjonijiet. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Se tkun miftuħa għall-Kamra tal-Kummerċ, għall-General Workers Union u għall-UĦM? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Naħseb li huwa importanti.

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Le, taħseb xejn. Mistoqsija u risposta! 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Il-Ministru qed tgħidlek li l-programm għadu qed jinħadem. 

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Il-programm qiegħed jinħadem. 

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF: Din id-delegazzjoni mit-tim tas-Segretarju Ġenerali tal-Kummissjoni  Ewropea ta’ Martin Selmayr, ġejja hawnhekk biex niddiskutu magħha l-pjanijiet ta’ kontinġenza. Ovvjament, ninsabu ristretti ħafna bil-ħin għax dawn iridu jduru 27 pajjiż, jiġifieri l-ħin allokat għal Malta huwa ta’ ġurnata. Ovvjament, trid tara l-flight x’ħin titlaq, għax sforutnatament flight lejn Brussell għandna waħda biss u f’ġurnata rridu nagħmlu diversi laqgħat. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Tinsewx li f’Malta għandna ċerti rabtiet. Ma nafx jekk il-Ministru jistax juża l-influwenza tiegħu f’din, għax se jkun hemm nies li jkunu jridu jiltaqgħu magħhom u hemm affarijiet li joħorġu meta tiddiskuti magħhom, għax huma jkunu jafu ferm aktar ċerti dettalji, allura jekk ma tiltaqax magħhom u titkellem, trid trapass ta’ żmien fiha din il-ħaġa. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-Onor. Zrinzo Azzopardi. 

ONOR. STEFAN ZRINZO AZZOPARDI: Sur President, aktar milli nistaqsi, xtaqt nagħmel żewġ osservazzjonijiet għax-xogħol kollu li sar inkonnessjoni mat-tħejjijiet li qed jagħmel il-Gvern. Naħseb li meta wieħed jara d-dikjarazzjoni pubblika li saret mill-Prim Ministru dwar it-tħejjijiet, nemmen li biex wasalna s’hawn kellna tħejjijiet kbar li żgur ma jirriflettux il-ħidma ta’ Ministeru wieħed, imma ħidma fuq Gvern sħiħ mifrux li saru diversi impact assessments biex wieħed jara s-sitwazzjoni, minkejja li hija xi ħaġa fluwida. Nifhem li l-mistoqsijiet se jibqgħu jiżdiedu għax m’għandekx sitwazzjoni fejn kważi tkun taf eżattament x’se jiġri, imma tant kienet sitwazzjoni fluwida li qed tinbidel minn mument għall-ieħor li filwaqt li tkun qed tagħmel analiżi fuq permutazzjoni mod, dik il-permutazzjoni tista’ tkun qiegħda tinbidel u l-argument li qed tiżvolġi jkun qed jinbidel ukoll. Mela meta nagħmlu apprezzament tax-xogħol li sar, naħseb li b’rispett lejn it-tekniċi kollha li kienu involuti, li kienu numerużi fl-osqsma kollha tal-Gvern, wieħed jirrealizza kemm kellek permutazzjonijiet differenti biex tkun tista’ tagħti għall-inqas pożizzjonijiet konkreti f’ċerti setturi. 

Naħseb li skont dak li ġie mħabbar il-ġimgħa li għaddiet, kif għadna kemm smajna, l-aktar mistoqsijiet li qegħdin isiru huma dawk relatati mar-residenza, fejn in-nies qegħdin jistaqsu x’se jkun il-futur ta’ min hu Ingliż li ġie hawn Malta u viċiversa, imma ovvjament, bħala Gvern wieħed irid iwieġeb għal dawk l-Ingliżi li qegħdin hawnhekk. Irridu ngħidu wkoll li jekk għandna numru ta’ kumpaniji u ta’ Ingliżi jaħdmu f’pajjiżna, huma parti mis-suċċess ekonomiku tal-pajjiż li rridu nirrispettaw u naraw li jibqa’ miexi ’l quddiem. Wieħed irid ipoġġi dan kollu fil-kuntest tal-importanza tar-rabtiet li dejjem kellna mar-Renju Unit, fejn għandek rabtiet storiċi u rabtiet li għaddew matul is-snin. Naħseb li fi ħdan l-Unjoni Ewropea, il-ħruġ tar-Renju Unit ifisser it-telfien ta’ partner f’diversi pożizzjonijiet li kellna nieħdu bħala pajjiż, imma issa it is beyond us li nitkellmu dwaru, imma mbagħad għandek sensittivitajiet, b’mod partikolari fil-qasam tas-saħħa, fejn wieħed żgur li se jkompli jsegwi s-soluzzjonijiet differenti li jista’ japplika biex ikun hemm l-inqas impatt possibbli fuq is-settur. Huwa tajjeb li jsiru l-mistoqsijiet u li tinġibed l-attenzjoni, għax ninsab konvint li jaf ikollok mistoqsija sempliċi minn persuna li ċċempel fuq il-helpline li taf tiftaħ għajnejn in-nies involuti għal sitwazzjoni li forsi xi ħadd ma jkunx ħasibha, jew ma ħasibhiex minn dik il-perspettiva, għax meta għandek tant nies involuti, dejjem se jkollok sitwazzjoni partikolari that is somehow overlooked. 

Li nawgura huwa li l-impenn li ġie investit fl-aħħar żmien f’din is-sitwazzjoni, jibqa’ għaddej b’mod determinat, għax dan qisna qed naraw – hawn ma rridx ninstema’ li qed inwaqqa’ l-importanza – l-episodju li jmiss li ma tafx kif se jagħlaq u l-plot ta’ din l-istorja ma tafx fejn se jasal, bil-konsegwenza li għandek diffikultà kbira li meta qed tistudja impatt, minkejja l-permutazzjonijiet kollha li ġew studjati, jista’ jkun hemm affarijiet li wieħed irid jipprepara għalihom. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Grazzi. Se ngħaddi kumment jien u nagħmel żewġ mistoqsijiet lill-Ministru fuq l-aħħar żviluppi. L-ewwel nett, nirringrazzjakom ta’ din il-laqgħa, u għalkemm nifhem lill-Onor. Stellini u lill-Onor. Mifsud Bonnici li trid tikkomunika, però trid tikkomunika f’sitwazzjoni diffiċli u fluwida. Jekk wieħed jara l-Withdrawal Agreement, għax huwa żvilupp riċenti, sakemm tgħarblu u tibda tikkomunika man-nies mhuwiex faċli, aktar u aktar meta għandek sitwazzjoni aktar fluwida li dan il-Withdrawal Agreement ġie riġettat mill-House of Commons. 

Xtaqt nistaqsi żewġ mistoqsijiet fil-qosor. L-ewwel nett, l-iżvilupp tal-bieraħ li minn seba’ emendi proposti tal-Prim Minisru May, wara li semgħet dak li riedu jgħidu kemm fil-House of Commons u kemm barra, intlaqgħu tnejn minnhom u l-Prim Ministru May qed tgħid li se terġa’ tmur tinnegozja l-pakkett. Trid tara x’qed tantiċipa u mhux x’se tgħid il-Kummissjoni Ewropea – għax il-Kummissjoni Ewropea llum, bejn wieħed u ieħor, diġà qisha ppronunzjat ruħha – jekk hux se jkun hemm lok għal aktar diskussjonijiet fuq dan il-Withdrawal Agreement li diġà ġie approvat mill-Kunsill Ewropew, li huwa l-ogħla organu politiku fl-Unjoni Ewropea. U t-tieni, jekk hux qed jiġi antiċipat li jkun hemm Kunsill Ewropew fi żmien qasir speċifikament fuq Brexit, jew inkella Kunsill Ewropew li fl-aġenda tiegħu jkun hemm predominanza ta’ dan is-suġġett. 

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Rigward il-Kunsill Ewropew, il-President Tusk qal li se jkun hemm dak li hemm skedat. Dwar dak li ġara lbieraħ, ovvjament segwejtu u rajt l-emendi li għażel l-Ispeaker, però by and large ma rajtx affarijiet li ma kenux ġew diskussi qabel. Il-vot li ntrebaħ fil-Parlament huwa biex Theresa May tmur terġa’ tiddiskuti, però qabel ma ġejt hawnhekk, għadni kemm smajt lil Michel Barnier jgħid li l-Withdrawal Agreement mhux se jerġa’ jinfetaħ. S’issa dik hi s-sitwazzjoni u rridu nkomplu nsegwu ħalli naraw jekk tiċċaqlaqx jew iċċedix xi ħaġa, imma iżjed minn hekk ma naħsibx li nistgħu ngħidu, għax dik hija s-sitwazzjoni. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-Onor. Stellini. 

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Sur President, għandi kumment wieħed biex naġġornakom, għax għadha kemm daħlet aħbar issa, u se nirrepeti xi ftit mistoqsijiet li għadhom ma ġewx indirizzati. L-aħbar hija dwar Antonio Tajani, li huwa l-President tal-Parlament Ewropew, fejn dan qal li l-Parlament Ewropew intalab mill-mexxejja tal-Unjoni Ewropea – qed nimmaġina li qed  jirreferi għall-prim ministri u kapijiet ta’ stat – biex jibda l-proċess tar-ratifika fuq il-UK-EU Brexit deal, Withdrawal Agreement plus political declaration. 

Rigward il-mistoqisjiet l-oħra li għadhom ma ġewx indirizzati, ikun interessanti li nkunu nafu – naħseb mhux interessanti biss, imma anke importanti – l-livell ta’ sigurtà fil-fruntieri ta’ Malta. Din semmietha l-Kummissjoni Ewropea fin-nota li ħarġet dwar il-preparamenti ta’ Brexit no deal - li l-Forzi tal-Ordni Maltin iridu jkunu ppreparati f’każ ta’ Brexit mhux ordnat. Forsi tgħidilna kelmtejn dwar dan. Hemm ukoll il-miżura Get Ready li ħabbartu fl-aħħar Baġit, fejn se tagħtu €4,000 għall-pariri dwar Brexit għan-negozji. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Staqsewni diversi nies fuq x’se jkunu sewwa sew dawn l-€4,000 għall-pariri dwar Brexit. 

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF: L-iskema hija dwar kif in-negozji jistgħu jiġu megħjuna biex jagħmlu business plans biex jimmitigaw il-konsegwenzi ta’ no deal. 

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: Xtaqt inkun naf jekk ikollkomx talbiet. Nispera li n-negozji jafu dwarha, u ladarba qegħdin nitkellmu fil-Kumitat, jekk hawn xi ħadd li qed jarana jew jismagħna u għandhom in-negozji tagħhom li jagħmlu l-kummerċ mar-Renju Unit, ikun tajjeb li jċemplu lil Malta Enterprise dwarha jew il-153. 

Xtaqt inkun naf ukoll fuq il-kwestjoni tal-korsiji, jekk il-Gvern Malti hux se jitlob lill-Gvern tar-Renju Unit biex ikun hemm forma ta’ reċiproċità. Fuq il-kwestjoni tal-miżura ta’ għaxar snin għall-Brittaniċi li joqogħdu f’Malta, b’dik id-dikjarazzjoni li semmejt inti, Sur Micallef, il-Maltin li joqogħdu fir-Renju Unit se jkunu koperti b’dak il-commitment politiku? Aħna qed nagħtu commitment ta’ għaxar snin extended by four years, imma fil-każ tagħhom id-data hija indefinita. Jekk huwa possibbli, agħtuna l-lista tal-kumpaniji li qegħdin ibbażati fir-Renju Unit, ħafna minnhom f’Londra, li beħsiebhom jiġu Malta. 

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF: Naħseb li l-aħbar min-naħa tal-President Tajani hija reazzjoni naturali għall-istatements tal-Presidenti Tusk u Juncker tal-bieraħ filgħaxija. Ilbieraħ filgħaxija l-Presidenti qalu li l-Unjoni se tibqa’ għaddejja bil-preparamenti tagħha biex jiġi ratifikat l-arranġament tat-tluq u li min-naħa tagħhom mhux qed jantiċipaw li jerġa’ jinfetaħ il-pakkett ta’ negozjati. Fil-fatt, kif qalet tajjeb il-Ministru, il-President qal li sakemm ma jkunx hemm il-bżonn, mhux se jiġi msejjaħ Kunsill Ewropew. 

Rigward il-mistoqsijiet li semmejt inti, se nipprova ndurhom waħda, waħda, imma jekk ikun hemm bżonn ta’ aktar informazzjoni, mhux problema, ngħaddihielek. Dwar il-miżura tal-Malta Enterprise, jistgħu jċemplu l-153 u nkunu nistgħu ngħaddulhom l-informazzjoni. Il-Malta Enterprise, ovvjament, għandhom l-informazzjoni li ma nafx jekk hijiex online jew le, però jekk iċemplulna nkunu nistgħu ngħadduhielhom. Rigward numru u take up m’għandix statistika, però jekk hi xi ħaġa ta’ interess, inkunu nistgħu nitolbu għal dik l-informazzjoni. 

Dwar il-kumpaniji li qed jiġu attirati minn Londra, mhijiex xi ħaġa li għandna l-informazzjoni tagħha bħala Ministeru. Din hija xi ħaġa li aktar qed tiġi mmexxija mit-task force li ġiet imwaqqfa for business promotion, jiġifieri l-mistoqsija naħseb li aktar jistgħu jweġbuha min-naħa tagħhom, għax jien m’għandix dik l-informazzjoni. Niġi għall-mistoqsija tiegħek dwar il-forzi tal-ordni. Jekk qed nifhem il-mistoqsija sew, qed tirreferi għall-booths li hemm fl-ajruport u ċ-checks li jridu jsiru hemmhekk. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Ċittadini Maltin li jsiefru l-Ingilterra ma jdumux fil-queue għax il-kwantitajiet kbar ta’ nies li jitilgħu Londra biex jixtru, li jagħmlu sagħtejn jew tlieta kif konna nagħmlu qabel … 

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Mhux minn Amazon qed jixtru issa? 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Qed jixtru minn hemm xi 5,000 ruħ imma hemm ħafna nies li jitilgħu għas-sales skull sena. 

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF: Ħalli nibda mill-ajruport ta’ Malta. Qed naraw il-possibilità  li jkun hemm aktar manning, biex kemm jista’ jkun, ma jkunx hemm dan id-dewmien fl-ajruport u ċ-checks isiru bl-aktar mod effiċjenti possibbli. 

Rigward l-ajruport fir-Renju Unit, skont l-aħħar informazzjoni li għandi - u rridu naraw x’se jkunu l-iżviluppi aktar ’il quddiem - hi li se jkun hemm lanes għaċ-ċittadini tal-Unjoni Ewropea. Mhux għal xi nazzjonalità speċifika, imma għaċ-ċittadini tal-Unjoni Ewropea, li ovvjament jinkorpora ċ-ċittadini Maltin. Ma naħsibx li qed jaraw lanes għal xi nazzjonijiet speċifiċi. Ma nafx jekk hemmx xi mistoqsijiet oħrajn. 

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Iva, dwar is-sigurtà. 

IS-SUR GLENN MICALLEF: Is-sigurtà min-naħa tal-forzi tal-ordni. Min-naħa tal-Pulizija qalulna li se jkun hemm impatt minħabba li l-input min-naħa tar-Renju Unit f’ċerti databases tal-Unjoni Ewropea, peress li ma jibqax stat membru sħiħ, l-aktar waħda importanti forsi hi x-Schengen Information System. Illum, għalkemm ir-Renju Unit mhuwiex fix-Schengen, jikkontribwixxi u għandu aċċess għax-Schengen Information System. Dik hija sistema għall-pajjiżi tal-Unjoni Ewropea, u dik se tibqa’, però f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ PNR jista’ jkun hemm arranġamenti simili għal dak li għandna mal-Kanada, pereżempju, fejn għandek arranġament fuq livell ta’ Unjoni Ewropea mal-Kanada fuq PNR. Se jkun hemm żmien biex jiġi nnegozjat dak l-arranġament, però milli qalulna l-forzi tal-ordni fuq livell ta’ Pulizija, mal-Pulizija diġà hemm relazzjoni b’saħħitha ħafna. Ikun hemm proċeduri aktar laborużi li jmorru lura għall-proċess tal-Kunsill tal-Ewropa f’dak li għandu x’jaqsam ma’ selezzjoni, li mhijiex is-sistema effikaċi li għandna llum bir-regolamenti tal-Unjoni Ewropea. Ma nafx jekk kienx hemm mistoqsijiet oħra li ma indirizzajtx. 

ONOR. HELENA DALLI: Fil-każ nagħmlu session oħra u forsi jkollna aktar kjarezza. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Nistgħu nagħlqu din il-parti tal-laqgħa tal-lum, billi għandna intendere li kif jiżviluppaw ċerti affarijiet nerġgħu nkomplu b’din id-diskussjoni. Għalhekk nirringrazzja lill-Ministru Helena Dalli u l-personnel tagħha ta’ dan ix-xogħol li għamilna llum. Ovvjament, nawgurawlhom aktar xogħol f’din is-sitwazzjoni pjuttost fluwida li għaddejja, sui generis ukoll, u nerġgħu niltaqgħu f’mument li ż-żewġ naħat  iħossu li huwa opportun. Nirringrazzjakom. 
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DISKUSSJONI SKONT ART. 4 (2) TAL-ATT DWAR L-UNJONI EWROPEA DWAR IR-RATIFIKA TAL-FTEHIM TA’ KOPERAZZJONI BEJN L-UNJONI EWROPEA U L-ISTATI MEMBRI TAGĦHA, U L-IŻVIZZERA, DWAR IL-EUROPEAN SATELLITE NAVIGATION PROGRAMMES

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-item li jmiss fuq l-aġenda hija diskussjoni dwar l-Att dwar l-Unjoni Ewropea, partikolarment subartiklu 4 (2) tal-istess Att dwar ir-ratifika ta’ ftehim ta’ koperazzjoni bejn l-Unjoni Ewropea u l-iStati Membri tagħha u l-Iżvizzera dwar il-European Satellite Navigation Programmes. Dwar dan, ġiet mgħoddija lill-Membri kopja tal-ftehim, kif ukoll nota ta’ spjegazzjoni mill-Uffiċċju tal-Prim Ministru. 

Nibda billi nirringrazzja lis-Sur Ivan Bugeja, Senior Manager External Relations tal-Malta Communications Authority, li qiegħed hawn magħna biex jagħmlilna din il-preżentazzjoni konċiża dwar dan il-ftehim. 

IS-SUR IVAN BUGEJA (Senior Manager External Relations tal-Malta Communications Authority): Hemm ftehim bejn l-Unjoni Ewropea u l-Iżvizzera li jittratta dawk li jsejħulhom European Satellite Navigation Services. Bħalma tafu, meta nsiefru u nużaw il-karozza bin-navigator jew il-mobile biex nieħdu pożizzjoni, inkunu qed naqbdu ma’ satellita jew mill-inqas ma’ erba’ satelliti biex insibu l-pożizzjoni tagħna eżatt. 

Fl-aħħar tas-snin 90, l-Ewropa ħasbet li kien ikun aħjar li bħala Ewropa jkollha network ta’ dawn it-tip ta’ satelliti minħabba li s-sistemi li kien hemm tal-GPS kienu dipendenti fuq il-militar. Il-GPS kien tal-militar Amerikan, ir-Russi għandhom il-GLONASS tagħhom, u dawn jekk ikun hemm xi kriżi jistgħu jitfuh jew they tweak the signal. Ovvjament, nafu kemm huwa importanti n-navigation. Għandek l-aviation, it-trasport, it-taxis, il-maritime, kulħadd jiddependi fuqhom. Jiddependu fuqhom ukoll ċerti servizzi, għax dawn is-satelliti jittrasmettu timing preċiż permezz ta’ atomic clocks. Pereżempju, dawn imorru żmerċ sekonda kull tliet miljun sena, allura jintużaw ħafna, pereżempju fis-servizzi finanzjarji meta tagħmel tranżazzjonijiet u jkunu preċiżi. Ovvjament, jekk ikun hemm xi issues biha, l-ekonomiji jbatu. Dan huwa proġett li l-Unjoni Ewropea daħlet għalih, fejn qed itellgħu numru ta’ satelliti, u fl-aħħar mill-aħħar se jkun hemm madwar 30 satellita. Bħalissa hemm 18 fl-ispazju, se jkun hemm 24 satellita operational u sitta spare.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dawn tal-Unjoni Ewropea jew tal-istati membri tal-Unjoni Ewropea? 

IS-SUR IVAN BUGEJA: Fuq livell ta’ Unjoni Ewropea bħala Unjoni Ewropea. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Mhumiex satelliti militari, hux hekk?

IS-SUR IVAN BUGEJA: Le, fil-fatt hemm żewġ servizzi. Hemm Galileo u EGNOS. Galileo huwa l-GPS u EGNOS huwa aktar preċiż għall-ajruplani biex ikunu jafu l-altitude tagħhom, eċċ. Ovvjament, hemm servizzi relatati magħhom li jingħataw lill-pubbliku inġenerali, bħal meta nkunu bil-mobile u nirċievu fejn qegħdin, kif ukoll kummerċjalment, fejn ajruplani u bastimenti jkunu jafu eżattament fejn qegħdin, kif ukoll search and rescue. Jintużaw għal dawn l-affarijiet. Issa fir-regolament ta’ dawn is-servizzi hemm li l-Unjoni Ewropea tista’ tidħol partner ma’ pajjiżi terzi bħall-Iżvizzera. L-Iżvizzera tagħmel parti mill-European Space Agency u kienet mill-bidu f’dawn is-servizzi, allura ħasset il-ħtieġa li tiġi formalizzata b’dan it-tip ta’ ftehim. Dan il-ftehim jinkoraġġixxi l-koperazzjoni bejn l-Unjoni Ewropea u l-Iżvizzera, u fih numru ta’ aspetti fejn ikun hemm koperazzjoni. Ma nafx jekk tridux li nidħol f’uħud minnhom, imma mhux suppost li hemm kwestjonijiet dwarhom. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Nistieden lill-Onor. Membri biex jekk iridu jagħmlu xi rimarki jew mistoqsijiet. Jidher li m’hawnx mistoqsijiet u għalhekk nirringrazzja lis-Sur Bugeja tal-intervent tiegħu. Jidher li hawn qbil unanimu favur ir-ratifika ta’ dan il-ftehim u allura se nkun qed nirrapporta lill-Kamra li hemm vot unanimu favur dan il-ftehim. Issa ngħaddu għall-item li jmiss fuq l-aġenda tagħna.
LAQGĦA FUQ IL-PRIJORITAJIET U SKAMBJU TA’ VEDUTI FUQ POLICIES TAL-ISTATI UNITI MAS-SUR MARK SCHAPIRO, CHARGÉ D’AFFAIRES A.I. U S-SINJ. MARJORIE CHRISTIAN MILL-AMBAXXATA TAL-ISTATI UNITI TAL-AMERIKA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: We almost have the full composition of the Foreign and European Affairs Committee. Just before this session we were dealing with Brexit, which is a fluid and interesting subject. We are interested in your work and in your priorities, so I will leave it up to you to explain the priorities and any message you would like to convey to us. 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO (CHARGÉ D’AFFAIRES A.I.): Thank you very much for this opportunity. We have been looking forward to this for a while. We did not know if we were the only item on the agenda, so we did not know how long we should be or how brief. I’ve spoken to the Minister about this on several occasions and we thought it would be a good idea also with the Prime Minister’s Office. 

It’s a great time to have this conversation, because I’ve just come back from the Global Chief Submission Conference in Washington. So, from January 16th to the 18th we called together all of our Ambassadors throughout the world and we had two days global and one day just Europe, just the European Chief Submission with the Secretary of State, with the Vice President, with our Assistant Secretary for Europe, the younger Secretary for Political Affairs, everybody was there. We had CEOs coming to speak to us and we were able to, as far as we were concerned, think on strategy and approach, but also a great opportunity for me while I was there was to put Malta on people’s radar screen. 

There is a lot that has happened in the last year in terms of our strategy and the focus that is on the central Mediterranean region. So, some of that is what I wanted to share with you. What I did – and I thought I would give this to you because probably you would appreciate it – going to the conference I wanted to make sure that our most senior people had Malta right next to their computers. I did a lot of inviting, I invited the Secretary to come and visit, I invited the younger Secretary to come and visit, the Assistant Secretary for Economic Affairs. So, that could be a problem for our embassy, because if everybody says yes, we are going to be flooded, but I hope they do! The visits we have had here, have obviously been very useful to us. Margie and I are happy to follow up on any of these issues that you want to dig a bit deeper on, but the way we see the world right now is that we have gone back to a competitive environment in the world. 

In 1989 there was this false celebration and, in fact, there were leading analysts and academics who wrote papers called “The end of history”. The Cold War was over, the West had won, so we didn’t need the structures that we needed before, so we sort of stopped paying attention to some of them. We used to have the United States Information Agency (USIA), which some of you may recall had cultural centres all over the world and was responsible for a lot of the soft power. 

In 1999, we folded that into the State Department and became our public diplomacy cone, as we call it. We closed consulates and embassies in various places and opened a whole bunch of new ones in the states of the former Soviet Union and so on. This lasted about 12 years until 2001, the 9/11. Then the focus became counterterrorism and a very sort of tactical oriented approach. It was about cooperation with our allies and partners and pursuing the counterterrorism fight around the world. 

I don’t have to talk to you about Iraq and Afghanistan. For a good number of us in the State Department, this is all out there, open source, we’re not in favour of the Iraq invasion when it began, but once it began we did the best we could to make something positive out of it. Afghanistan was another story, because that was a safe haven for terrorists and that’s where the attack planning came from in all this. The counterterrorism focus went on for the next 12 to 15 years, so it brings us more or less to today and we now look and see the old forces, the old great power competition that you had during the Cold War, that you had before before World War II and before World War I are back and it is based very much on the model of the state and states following their own interests. 

In order for the West to be strong, we have to be united and we have to have strong states that are able to pursue their own interests, and so nothing negative to say about a country like Russia or a country like China pursuing their own interests as they see them. There are areas where our interests overlap, and there are other areas where we have some concerns. So that is the environment we have today and the way we break that down in our region here in the central Mediterranean, is that there is a new strategic focus on certain areas of the world. 

Europe is very much the price for countries like China and Russia. I don’t have to tell you the intelligence that we have gathered, the experience that we had and others in Europe are having about Russian attempts to destabilise and weaken structures like NATO and the European Union. So, our response is and the President’s response is to do whatever we can to reinforce the West to make sure that we are strong. Now that gets difficult and delicate when it comes to issues like migration, because that is not really our fight, it’s very much a European problem. We have our own issues with migration which are very public. You are watching the discussion about the wall and what is the right way to secure our border. As the Vice President said during the conference, we celebrate legal migration, we are a nation of immigrants, but I don’t mean to tell you that our experience with migration is the same as yours. We think you are right when you say it is not really fair for a small state like Malta to be on the frontline and you have other countries in Europe that have chosen not to respect their end of the deal. 

I appreciate what the Prime Minister said in the New Year’s remarks to us, to all the Ambassadors, that there has to be something between black and white, something between open the floodgates and let everybody in, or build a wall and nobody comes in. There should be room for a united common sense approach to this, where people come together. So, that is very much our approach as well. 

There are areas, whether it is economics, whether it is military, security, the Partnership for Peace, our discussions with Malta on signing on to the Status of Forces Agreement in the Partnership for Peace which you are already a part of, or if it is in more sensitive areas like telecommunications and the Huawei issues, and what the implications of that are as well. We see that as very much related to our own interest, because the security of Europe and the security of the United States are intertwined and there is no way for us to escape that. So, within that context, we at the mission break it down to three basic letters “S”, “I” and “E”. I try to make it that simple because the idea is, as a manager and leader I want everybody in the mission to be able to have an answer to the question: What do you guys do in that building? Even if you are our gardener, or our janitor, and one of your family members says: What is America’s interest in Malta? At least they can have an answer ready for that question. 

So, “S” is security and regional law enforcement cooperation. A lot of the work that we do here is involving other agencies of our Government. So, the FBI, they came down to help with the Daphne investigations. The Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), comes down and there is excellent cooperation with your teams here. I have to say that the work that you all have done in the last year or so, has been very impressive and we have recorded that up the chain. We work with Customs, trying to improve our ability to share intelligence and intercept containers that we think need to be inspected. 

Homeland Security, of course, so you may be aware that last April we had the first edition of what we call The Central Mediterranean Security Initiative. Folks at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Neville Aquilina and his team are doing a terrific job. So, we hosted it together as a joint Maltese-American equal partners bringing together the Italians, the Maltese, the Tunisians, the Libyans and the Egyptians on working level coordination of maritime interdictions and how you actually deal with these things. It can be as simple as getting the working level people in all these countries to be able to be on the same whatsapp group and sharing information about ships, fuel smugglers, other contraband and so on. 

The second edition of this will also involve France. We agreed with the Ministry to involve the French as well, because I think that, especially since the Italian elections, the French have taken a much more forward-leaning role in cooperating with Malta and with us. So, that is going to be in May. Margie can tell you a lot about the amazing work she has been doing with Treasury, the Department of Justice, to work with MFSA here and the Financial Intelligence Unit. I’ll let you say a few words about that, to put them in the picture. 

MS MARJORIE CHRISTIAN (Political/Economic Officer in the United States of America Embassy): We have a lot of positive work with MFSA and FIAU especially on innovation, Blockchain, Crypto sphere and also on how we improve Anti Money Laundering efforts and Know Your Customer efforts. To that end, we have a couple of programmes coming through this spring regarding tax evasion and with our Financial Intelligence … 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: I would like to inform you that this debate is being transmitted live. Are you aware of this?  

MS MARJORIE CHRISTIAN: Yes. To work on training on tax evasion and other related tax issues and also with FinCEN which is the US version of the FIAU on how the lessons that we have learnt from working on Crypto in the US economy and how we can work together on that, because Malta is the epicentre of a lot of Blockchain and Crypto work. There is a lot of impressive progress together on financial matters. I’m happy to answer if you have any more questions after this. 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: To zoom back on the big picture coming out of this conference in Washington, there’s a very clear realisation of what is happening here in Malta. Your success is admirable, it’s impressive, but there’s a double edged sword to it. You are the hottest economy in the European Union and in the Mediterranean which attracts all kinds of interest and investment and also attracts different problems than you may have had before. Some of those are what my father always used to call happy problems. You are victims of your own success. Other problems are things that are global challenges and are not really a surprise, for example, the money laundering issues and financial oversight. We take that very seriously with our role in the global financial system. 

There is a host of issues and that is why our work here over the last 12 months or so has taken not just a step up, but I would say five steps up. I think I can speak for all of us. We love it here. We love being guests in Malta, and we enjoy a great working relationship across the board. Coming here was about making sure that we had a channel with you and that you could reach back to us if there is anything that we can provide in terms of information and vice versa, and to keep this channel open, because I think it is understandably very important in moving things forward. So, with that, open up to which area you would like to talk about. I know that the Status of Forces Agreement is one I know there is a history behind and I can certainly speak about where things are on our side on that, and perhaps offer some clarifications, but we can talk on this or we can certainly talk more about the discussions we had at the Chief Submission Conference as well with the Secretary and our Assistant Secretary for Europe. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. I will now open the floor for questions or remarks from the Members of this Committee. Hon. Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: First of all, I would like to thank you for your presence here. You are most welcome and it’s a very good initiative to have this dialogue, this discussion, and to help us understand certain positions that the United States is taking in this new era, and what it is looking at, and what are its priorities, and what are the challenges which both countries will be facing in the coming years. So, once again, thank you from our side and we welcome your presence here. 

We would like to ask you about your relations with the Anti-Mafia Commission in Italy, what work you have been doing in the past years in that regard and what was your experience, whether it’s positive or whether it can be enriched. I would also like you to comment on an issue that our party has taken a position on with regards to what is going on in Venezuela, and I would also like to know what your perspective is with regards to the European Union and United States relations. It is good to hear that you would like them to be strengthened, but we have also heard President Donald Trump expressing certain messages which were perceived from our side to be messages where the old scenario or the old alliance that has sustained our peace and development for the past years, is now going to have certain changes. I won’t say radical changes, but certain changes. 

These are my main points of issues. Obviously there is a lot more to discuss. I would just like to say that I am happy that you are thinking on the USIA Programme. I am a former USIA beneficiary of that programme, which really helped me and I had been prepared by your government, because I was doing everything not to go into politics and you decided that I am going into politics. At that time, I thought that foreign policy wasn’t my cup of tea, because I was very exposed to how the USA develops its foreign policy, so that came very handy today, after so many years. The material, the books I bought at that time were certainly good. I’m also glad to hear that you are thinking of entering again into what you call soft diplomacy. You used to have a very good journal called Dialogue, and I still keep my father’s editions because they are still a fount of information and they are still exceptionally good. They were a gateway for the USA in culture, in whatever direction. So, that is extremely positive and you surely have our support. Thank you once again from my part. 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: Thank you for that. First of all, I would say don’t blame us for your political career. I admire you all for being in politics and when I go back to Washington I have friends who are in Congress, and personally, I’m a huge believer in public service and serving the country, but with campaigns I don’t know how you do it. So, you all have my full respect. (Interruptions)

Yes, there is always a downside. To work backwards on soft power, the programme you went on is one of the most amazing tools we have. You are talking about the International Visitor Leadership Programme. Every year around the world we send a certain number of the next generation looking for future leaders in business, in politics, it can be anything in society. It’s very hard to quantify the benefits of a programme like that, because there isn’t a statistic, there isn’t an immediately measurable thing, but since 1947/1948 when the programme began, it has had a tremendous impact. We have never stopped doing that. What has changed is that, at times, we take certain powers of attraction forgranted at times. 

If you listen to the radio show that I’m doing on One Radio on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm, American B soft power, everybody in the mission is supposed to do some outreach. Some go and speak to student groups, some do volunteer work, while for me it’s music, that’s a passion for me. So, it’s not something we can take forgranted. What came up at the conference when we talked with all the European Ambassadors, for example central Europe, we were asking ourselves the question: Why are Russia and China, for example, getting a halo effect? A positive impression that the facts of actual engagement and contributions to the people of those countries don’t seem to support, whereas for us it’s the opposite. If you take a country like Austria, look at the history, look at World War II, look at the Marshall  Plan, look at what has happened at the end of the Cold War, so why aren’t we getting more credit for the things that we have done? So, there is a problem there and that’s a public diplomacy soft power challenge, because we want there to be substance behind it and this substance is about the engagement of people to people. It’s about the history of the relationship between a country, it’s not just about some splashy cultural programme. I think you’re right to have identified that. 

On Venezuela, right now that is a huge priority back home, and what we are looking for and what I’ve spoken to the Minister about as well, we’re trying to get our friends and allies all around the world to be as forward-leaning as possible. The risks of waiting are considerable, and they would give Maduro some time to perhaps hide assets from the Venezuelan people, a lot of that goes through Europe and European institutions. So speed is important and forward-leaning statements. Malta often sticks to the European Union position on a lot of issues and we absolutely understand that, but anything you can do behind the scenes in those conversations in Brussels to try to push the EU position forward. Mogherini’s statements have been fairly positive in the last couple of days pushing for free and fair elections as soon as possible so that we can resolve this impasse, but there is a danger in waiting, so we are really looking for some support to be a little bit more agressive, a little bit more forward- leaninig. We don’t think there is anything positive that anybody can say about what the Maduro regime has done to Venezuela. It’s appalling what’s going on there. This was a wealthy country, the last I heard there was 10 million percent inflation and people are starving. So that is our position on Venezuela. 

I’m glad you asked abour US-EU relations, because this was the core topic at our conference. Let’s be clear, we cannot separate our security from European security. Allies are essential. Our view is that, after World War II, when we set up this architecture, NATO, ultimately the European Union, the IMF, the World Bank and all of this, the world evolves over time. The United Nations, the world of today is not the world of 1945, so there is a very strong argument for reforming the United Nations asking questions that it is certainly not our responsibiltiy to answer, but India didn’t have the role in the world today that it had back then. Does the membership of the Security Council on the general assembly look the way it should? Do the institutions have the power? Have they adapted to a changing world? Our adversaries, the threats that the West faces certainly have adapted, so we think it’s every generation’s responsibility to look at this architecture, to look at the European Union, to look at NATO, to look at the architecture that we have and upgrade it. You wouldn’t want to be using Windows 95 today, would you? You wouldn’t want to be using the iPhone 3. So it’s very important to upgrade it and keep it strong, so that we are as able to compete with and face the threats that we deal with today as we were in 1945/1950. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: The Hon. Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi. 

ONOR. STEFAN ZRINZO AZZOPARDI: First of all, thank you for this opportunity to have an open dialogue during the sitting of this Committee. Basically, I would like to ask a couple of questions about two particular aspects. First of all, the situation in Libya. Libya and North Africa are of major interest for our country for various reasons. I think it would be very limited to say that it relates only to the immigration issue, but that is only one of the various issues with regards to the instability in Libya and other North African countries. However, Malta has always had a particular interest in Libya as one fo the neighbouring countries wherein a lot of economic activity for a lot of Maltese companies happened and as recent history shows us, Maltese companies also served as agents or companies that facilitated other, even American, companies doing business and providing services and supplies in Libya. 

Notwithstanding that some time has passed since the uprising in Libya, it seems that there is no sign of having a more stable situation in this country. I would like you to maybe elaborate on the positions of the US with regards to this and keeping the sovereignty of this country and how in the near future one can assist further on an international level to address this situation. 

On a more local aspect, I find the way you described our economy quite original, the hottest economy in the Mediterranean. In some areas, we might be one of the hottest countries but the economic activity is moving ahead at a very fast rate and I would like to ask you about the US position with regards to facilitating the issues you see that need to be addressed, that Malta and the US need to talk about in order to enable and facilitate more American investment in Malta. 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: Thank you for that. There are a couple of things to say on Libya. Last month we  had the visit of the Chairman of the House Select Committee on Intelligence Congressman Nunes, who’s very close to the White House, very close to Secretary Pompeo. He is an important voice on Libya, he came here consulted with the Government and our message back on a regular basis to the administration is that any time they come through the region they should stop by here because you have a lot of experience, a lot of knowledge about the different groups, the history, the movements, the factions on the ground in Libya. We know that and we understand that. We have a little bit of a challenge in our own bureaucracy because we divide the world into geographic bureaus. The European bureau ends at Malta, and the nearest North African bureau begins at the shores of Libya. So, we work across that scene, that’s all right, we still do some logistical support for our people who are now based in Tunis, but we are in regular communication with them. I think Congressman Nunes’s visit was useful and I hope that the upcoming Warsaw ministerial meeting in February will be useful as well, to which the Minister is going to attend. That is something we are hosting with the Government of Poland and it’s around February 13th or 14th  and that is like minded countries trying to work together to come up with a common approach to a variety of problems in the Middle East and North Africa. So Yemen is on the agenda, Iran is certainly on the agenda, and Libya will be as well. I hope they will speak about Israel-Palestine, I can’t remember if that’s on the agenda, but that’s the purpose of that meeting. So we’ve already recommended to the Secretary that we’ll try to have a pull aside with Minister Vella if he can. 

That is what we are trying to do here. We’re trying to feed into a collective approach to resolving some of these questions. The common theme here maybe a little bit counter to the question that was asked earlier about US-EU relations. The approach here is that it is a most vital approach, so we are hosting this with the Government of Poland. We have another initiative, the Global Entrepreneurship Summit that we are hosting with the Government of the Netherlands that is at the beginning of June, and that’s the first time we’ve done that in Europe. It’s been around for a couple of years but traditionally we always hosted it ourselves. So, trying to do more of this in partnership and sit down and empower our partnership to do this and come up with a collective approach, that’s the overall strategy. That’s where we are on approaching Libya. 

In terms of bilateral trade and investment here, for the last six months or so we track the tenders that you issue here and feed them back to the department and we try to get companies interested. We work with amplifiers here, the American Chamber of Commerce, the Chamber of Commerce itself, Malta Enterprise and others, trying to get a viable amplifying partner that we can push an opportunity to, and they can blast it out to a variety of interested partners. In some cases it worked, we have sent a couple of Maltese who attended the select USA Summit last year. We hope that we can get some more to attend this year. We are interested in trade in both directions, obviously priorities would be on investment in the United States and promotion of US exports, but under this administration promotion of US businesses overseas fits very clearly into soft power and so we are doing a lot of that as well. It is our hope that on technologies like AI and 5G, we would be able to get US companies interested and based on the contacts we made at the conference as well, there is reason that interest is there, but we are not China. These are private companies, we can lead the horse to water and do the matchmaking and hope that they have the right conversations with you all and your Government. That’s the overall answer to that. 

Before the next question, I realise that I gave you the three letters, “S” “I” “E” and I didn’t tell you what the “I” and the “E” were. “I” is innovation and commercial activity. Innovation means that in conversations that we have with your Government, we take the challenges that you express to us, the things that keep you awake at night and we go back and we do what we can to try to connect that to a US idea, or a US company, or a US start-up or whatever. It will be no surprise to you to know that the transportation sector is one that has been expressed to us on many occasions. We have been in consultation with Transport Malta and in December we sent a leadership of Transport Malta on the same programme you went on. They consulted on how we do hydrogen busing in California, how we interface between public transportation systems and bike lanes and how that works. You have the same passion for automobiles that we have in the United States. We happen to have a lot more room to put them, so there is a real challenge here, but we certainly share that passion. So we would love to get more US companies involved here, like Tesla, for example. They are really doing cutting edge technology, because I think that understanding this Maltese passion for vehicles, which is very much like our own, I think that Malta being a platform for new technologies, if you had new technology vehicles, hydrogen vehicles, Tesla is another, I think that would feed into that passion in a very compatible way. So that’s what the “I” stands for. 

The “E” is empowerment. For us this is a variety of issues. We do STEM Education programmes for girls here, six months before they are forced to make their first choice in terms of choosing a pathway. Trying to get more girls involved in STEM fields and committed to them, getting them inspired. We’ve connected them on DVC Maltese school girls between 11 and 12 year old to US astronauts to be able to have them have that exchange. We have had them come to the embassy and build circuit boards and this kind of thing. That’s one part of it. 

Another global challenge is trafficking of persons. For Malta that can occasionally be a transit country, but you are certainly nowhere near the category of some of the worst offenders that we are dealing with in the world where the trafficking is a problem at the source. That ties a little bit into the migration issue. We do have the same concerns that you do about what is the ideal role of the NGOs that are in the Mediterranean rescuing migrants. That is good work if you save lives, but if you are also encouraging and facilitating trafficking, how do you untie that knot? So we understand and we share those concerns. Empowerment also ties into women’s rights, women’s economic empowermemnt. I understand that recently you changed the hours of Parliament and that certainly is a step I think that would encourage that, but our approach to this is back to the part about a strong West means a strong US, a strong Malta, a strong France, a strong Germany, everybody altogether. There is a moral argument for women’s economic empowerment, but there is also an economic argument. We believe that no society and no organisation can realise its true potential unless you unleash all of its actors. So, that’s part of what it means to be strong. That’s the way we see it. That’s the empowerment agenda, and to see what we can do to support you as you handle the migration issue, we no longer have an active resettlement programme, but perhaps there are other things like on the economic empowerment side the Migrant Women Association recently started up a food truck. Little businesses like that, what can they do to contribute to your economy and not be a drain on society? So that’s what the “I” and the “E” means. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Hon. Glenn Bedingfield.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Thank you very much for those exchange of views. When you were talking about the global challenges, I was expecting to hear something about the Middle East Peace Process. The fact that you didn’t mention it, does that mean that it is not a priority for the United States Government? If you still think it is a priority, I would like to know what’s the input and what’s the situation at the moment. 

I would also like to hear about how your Government sees our tackling of the immigration issue. It is a very complex issue. As our Prime Minister said – and you quoted him perfectly – we cannot have everything black or everything white, but what is your opinion about how we treat and how we address this human tragedy? And in your opinion what is the world’s biggest threat at the moment?

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: Thank you for those questions. On migration, what I would say is I think that we managed to communicate this to our hierarchy and we talked about it at the conference. You should hold your heads up high here. As I said before, it is perhaps not our role to comment on how the European Union’s deliberations go internally, but is seems clear that not everybody is carrying an equal share, unfortunately, of the burden. I imagine those conversations can get pretty ugly in Brussels, but I hope that you are a strong voice for unity, whether it is on migration or whether it’s coming out with a strong and forward-leaning European Union position on Venezuela or whatever. 

I will speak in my personal capacity after being here for a year and a half and having looked at some of these issues. I think Malta has done more than its share and I think you have emerged in a leadership role arguably with the likes of France, for example, in brokering these agreements, these ad hoc agreements. Who is willing to take 20, who is willing to take 15, and so forth. That is an admirable way to manage the problem, but I think you will agree that it is not a solution to the problem. It’s triage, it’s first aid, but again, I hope that you hold your heads up high because we understand what a challenge it is when you are trying to come up with a migration policy that is not completely under your control. To us, it just sounds like a nightmare. We are having enough trouble coming up with a migration policy and changing our legislation on our own, and we control it. We don’t have to ask anybody else’s permission. So, we uderstand it is a very thorny issue. 

On the Middle East Peace Process, it never stopped being a priority. Our position right now is, we will support pretty much anything that both sides come to agree on. Right now it’s a little bit unclear what the next steps will be, we have also conveyed to our hierarchy that, for example, if they are looking for places to hold meetings and summits, we understand your historical pride at being such a place and so we’ve said: Consider Malta. We’ve had that expressed to us. We certainly hope that that will get back on track and there are discussions that I am certainly not privy to at the White House. We did hear about this at the conference that at some point this year there will be some new push, some new initiative coming out and, of course, we hope to see that come to fruition. Did I answer all your questions? 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: What is the world’s biggest threat? 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: The world’s biggest threat? What keeps us awake at night? I think, looking at all of this, looking at the strategy, it’s complacency. I think that we collectively cannot be naive about the threats that we face in the world and how quickly they can have an effect whether it is Russian disinformation campaigns interfering in our elections and in other elections in Europe, or whether it is the ease with which a terrorist can make a bomb using the internet. These threats are mobile, they are rapid and they are real. Now there is a difference between threats and competition. I spoke earlier about the competitive environment, great power competition and so forth. Regarding China, for example, it is perfectly possible to be competitors and friends at the same time, that is the distinction, competition is not the same as threats. The threats that are out there and we talk about, you read about what’s going on with Huawei these days, that is real and that is not something that we share information with you and with other countries on, because we are seeking to push our advantages. We are telling you our experience and our assessment as it relates to our experience, our technology and our national security. Malta, just like any other country, can do what it wants, you make your own decisions. However, we want to do the best we can to give you the information and share. We’ll talk more about that if you like but, again, I think it’s complacency. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hon. David Stellini. 

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: I’d like to zoom in on the terrorist attacks and the threatened security. Hon. Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici, Hon. Toni Bezzina and I come from the Nationalist Party, the biggest party in Opposition. We are a centre right party but although our name suggests that we are nationalists, we are anything but. I just want to highlight a point that our party has always been in favour of multilateralism and we strongly promote dialogue at the international level and we are in favour of the United Nations and the EU because we profoundly believe that these international organisations protect small states more than others, for example, like Malta. If you look at the migration problem or climate change, these are global phenomena and as far as we are concerned we need those international bodies. 

First of all, the way you are presenting your arguments, I gather that security still remains your top priority post 9/11 and when it comes to security I changed my views dramatically, as many in Brussels did, when the Brussels attacks happened shortly after the Paris attacks, the Charlie Hebdo attacks. I was living there at the time, and some of them happened a stone throw away from my home, and I did see a shift in attitudes towards terrorism prevention measures in Brussels. I was working at the European Parliament, I saw the parties on the left side actually changing their positions on many issues, like for example, the passenger name records, because of these terrorist attacks. This reminded us of the change in the United States international foreign affairs policy post 9/11, so it did remind us that the United States became acutely aware about the terror threat. Now the MEPs and the EU officials see the terror threat more or less on the same lines as the United States. My point is this: Where does Malta figure in all this? 

Malta is part of the European Union, we are part of Schengen and our policing authorities and the intelligence cooperate fully. I know this for a fact, even though I don’t work with the Government. I’m on the Opposition side, but I do have informal contacts with these police and I know that we fully cooperate even from Brussels side, they tell me that we are really proactive in this matter. My point is that just as the United States realised shortly after 9/11 that the CIA is not communicating comprehensively with the FBI, so there were some limitations on security, this is exactly what is happening not just between EU countries but also between the policing authorities of the member states and the intelligence services of the member states. So, for us, especially after Brexit; Brexit is putting security cooperation in sharp relief, security is very important and we do value the cooperation on security at the EU level. 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: I think that is very profound what you said about awarenesses changing. It’s been many years now, this is the 18th year since 9/11. The classic narrative about what that did to the United States is very accurate. The fact that we saw security from a distance, terrorism was a problem that occasionally touched our shores but certainly never like 9/11. It was always something that Europe had more experience with, that other parts of the world had more experience with. One of the things that came up at the chief submission conference was that we don’t want that to be the top priority. We believe that we have a good story to tell, we the United States and we the West. The European Union is a tremendous institution, is valuable if there is unity and if there is strength in it. If there isn’t, then what can we do to make it stronger? The same goes for NATO, the same goes for the United Nations, the same goes for IMF, for the World Bank, all of it. So, we want to focus and highlight the rest of that story, what we are trying to tell. 

You also said something that I think represents my biggest challenge as a leader and a manager, is to make sure that everybody is talking to each other. I saw this when I was in Washington. I worked at the White House, I was the director for Turkey, Greece and Cyprus at the White House under President Obama. At that point you are the conductor of the orchestra and you have all these agencies in our Government; the Pentagon, the State Department, the Treasury, the CIA, etc., all the alphabet soup. Trying to get everybody to have the same analysis of the problem set, the same understanding of it and then the same action items for execution. This is more than half the job, even in an embassy like this which is much smaller than the White House and the whole interagency operation we have that same challenge. 

I see that you have that same challenge here, people would say that Malta is a fairly small place, it should be easy for people to communicate between agencies, ministries and so forth but yet we find that that doesn’t happen, that you have the same challenges that we have in terms of managing that. So that is critical, what you mentioned, but in terms of tightening the screws in terms of the West 2.0, which is what we are trying to build, how do we do that and what is Malta’s role. You made your decision in 2004 when you joined the European Union, you made your decision when you joined the Partnershiop for Peace, understanding how sensitive that is in Malta’s history, with the neutrality clause and with what your experience has been historically with foreign powers coming through here, occupation etc. We understand where the red lines are and we do our best to respect that. 

You are already in Partnership for Peace and there is a lot more you can get out of that. So, although we would love to negotiate a bilateral status of forces agreement, we understand that that gets to be sensitive, that that is difficult politically because it gets into jurisdictions and all these things, and we had a full negotiation on this in February of last year with Minister Abela, Dr Peter Grech and Minister Bonnici was there as well. So, going through that negotiation was an exercise in building trust and understanding where your red lines are, where your sensitivities are, which is why the entity that you are already a part of, The Partnerhsip for Peace, we think you can get a lot more out of that in terms of economic benefit, in terms of security cooperation, in terms of joint exercises and everything in a way that treats your sensitivities like jurisdiction in a much easier way. It is completely concurrent, it’s shared and basically it’s something that every time something comes up nothing is automatic, you get to say: Yes, we want to do this. No, we don’t want to do that. Nothing is binding in a sense that every country that is part of the Partnership for Peace gets to decide after an official request: No I don’t think we want to do this. Or: This one yes, we will do it. That gives a framework. That is an example of an area where we think we are very close, we have obviously been speaking to the Prime Minister about this as well and so if you want to speak more about that and what it actually means, we’re happy to as well, that is one way of getting the answer to your question. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: One question from my part, obviously not repeating the valid questions of my colleagues, is about Syria. It’s the seventh year of conflict. Is the US position in sync with the EU position, and whether the US will be supporting the upcoming conference this March, the Brussels III Conference with regards to Syria? 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: Syria is a tough one and it’s a little bit personal for me. My first tour in the foreign service was in Syria between 2001 and 2003. It was a fantastic experience, fantastic tour, amazing culture, food, people, everything. Right now, what we are trying to do is see to it that allies and partner nations, especially Turkey for example, are able to secure the equities of the Kurds in Northern Syria and ensure that they are treated as a partner within Syria in building the new whatever comes out of the rebel. Again, all I can say to you is that it is partnership. We understand, the President has said this very clearly, it is not a US problem alone, it is a world problem, so we have a piece of it and we want to make sure that others can step up and assist the rebuilding process and ensure that something positive comes out of it. 

We have struggled, as you know, to come to a shared view of the problem with the Russians. I think there is always hope because at a certain point there has been enough conflict and enough misery and it’s time for people to work together to rebuild and build something that represents all the people in Syria. So, that is the process that we are using now to approach the problem. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. Are there any more questions? I think it is in our mutual interest to keep this type of communication between us when you deem fit. There is an open door policy and it will help us to understand the US position on various subjects which may crop up from time to time. So, thank you very much for your time. 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: Thank you and we’re happy to do this formally, informally, as you like. In conclusion, just two minutes to ask you what is it that keeps you awake at night? What do you think is the greatest threat for Malta and how do you view the United States role here? What can we do that we are not doing, what can we do more? Your thoughts on those areas that can be the Partnership for Peace, it can be economic cooperation, whatever it is. What is it that keeps you awake at night and what do you think the United States should be doing in Malta and with Malta? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: The Hon. Bedingfield. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELED: I think that not just what the United States must do for Malta, but in terms of what both countries can do to achieve better results, be it in the economic issues, immigration issues, defence issues and many other issues that there are and the challenges that we are facing. I think there is a huge difference between the large countries, like the United States, which is the biggest state in the world, in comparison to Malta which is a small country. I think it is not just the size of the country that matters, but it is the will not to be complacent as you clearly said earlier. It is the will that we can work together to achieve more and also the fact that Malta can be a bridge builder. We have been so in the past and we would like to continue to be so. What keeps me awake at night is the immigration problem, the Middle East Peace Process and the turmoil in our region that I think needs more will from the international community to address these problems. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: I think you are going to play a vital role in the question of Brexit issue in order to try and reduce what The Economist is calling the slow globalisation. That is extremely important for us, what the USA will be doing with regards to trade and how the flow of things will be going through, so you are most important in that issue. About what keeps me awake at night, obviously we are not in Government, so we do not have the …

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You are more relaxed. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: The question of corruption, the way money flows from one country to another, whether we have a good defence on that, whether we have the right channels, whether we have the right communication, what is happening, how are other countries that are perceived to be good countries whether they are transforming themselves into money laundering countries. What is the USA’s stand on that and what is the USA doing on that? We have seen a great amount of drugs, prostitution, human trafficking, those are all areas which propel the need for these type of situations. So, what keeps me awake is the involvement of persons acting in the criminal field, in the illegal field, who have vested interests to keep out the right way of doing politics, the right way of having good politicians and the right way of doing politics and there the United States has always been a beacon light for Malta. 

I remember discussing that since the USA gave Liberia its freedom, many Maltese from the Nationalist Party have always looked at America as the country that not only preaches fundamental human rights but also practices fundamental human rights. It is important for us that you do not lose that beacon of light of being a guideline in fundamental human rights. So, what keeps me awake at night is this. That is why I asked you how people operate in anti-Mafia, what they do, it’s a trend that comes to the fore, but it is there. Where there is a good seed, there is always a not so good seed. So, that is your work there and your involvement. I know that you have helped Malta a great deal to build itself up, especially in the Freeport and in other areas that has been most valuable for you and for us, especially for us, and we are worried that we are becoming a place where people are using this, but this is where we would like to see more active participation from you, and your technology and your work, because both parties have a vested interest in the right way of doing things in our country. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: The Hon. Stellini. 

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: I just wanted to thank the United States not just for the help given to Malta since the Marshall Plan in terms of security in migration, but also in terms of security in the wider world, like your intervention, for example, about Iraq and Afghanistan. I think that did help the security on a global level. 

My biggest worry is Libya migration and Syria. Now, when it comes to migration, if you had to tell me to give a short message to the United Nations and to all countries of the world, I would urge them to consider the idea of restraining migration, especially of refugees coming from civil wars or war-torn countries to limit the flow of refugees to the neighbouring countries, rather than having this idea that is prevalent in some countries of the EU, that if there is a war in Sudan, for example, we Europeans are immediately responsible for those refugees. Of course, the Geneva Convention doesn’t specify this and – this is my personal opinion, I haven’t discussed it in my party – I think it would be a good idea if United Nations efforts, or the UNRWA efforts, or the UNHCR efforts are more focused on neighbouring countries so that you contain the flow in the neighbouring regions, rather than let or encourage the flows to go through Subsahara Africa towards Libya and towards Italy and Europe. I think that, as some of us have suggested, encourages the setting up of international mafia organisations and of human traffickers. We know that these human traffickers don’t only traffic people but they traffic drugs, weapons etc. So, that is one suggestion, but when it comes to migration, I think the problem is growing and it’s growing even at the level of the climate change phenomenon. It is definitely a headache for us.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: The Hon. Toni Bezzina. 

ONOR. TONI BEZZINA: What worries me a lot, due to our size and location, is immigration. What will happen in ten years time or 15 years time, if immigration continues like this. We are a small country and we cannot withstand the amount that may come to Malta in the future. 

ONOR. DAVID STELLINI: I would encourage the Maltese Government to explore your ideas about Partnership for Peace. I don’t think the Maltese Government should keep the door shut on these ideas. I think, if you look back, our party has always been in favour of Partnership for Peace and I really believe in this because as far as I am concerned these are humanitarian exercises more than anything else. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: As I said in my last intervention, what keeps me awake at night generally at first impression is terrorism, but lately it is also the rise of populism in Europe. I feel it is of great concern even in the light of the May European Parliament elections which I anticipate will change the composition of the Parliament where we will see a rise of far right parties, which is a case of concern for Europe, even due to our history as Europe and what gave rise to the Second World War. 

The positive thing that I wish for between the US and Malta, maybe I appreciate it more as a former Tourism Minister, is more US tourism in Malta. US tourists come to Europe but Malta is still not a favourite location because they will chose two or three locations. We experienced some growth, but there is so much more to be done. I’m not saying this only from an economic point of view, tourism will help appreciation of our respective cultures, US citizens will understand Malta and the Mediterranean more, and Malta is not only that small dot under Italy, but Malta has a lot to offer, first of all, and secondly, they will be able to understand cultures of North Africa, Europe and Southern Europe. I believe that will help a better understanding of both Maltese and US citizens. 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: I know we are over time, but a couple of things just to zoom out and look at these fears which many of them are the same as our own, they are global fears. This is something that is happening to the world right now and you can say that perhaps in the United States, in Europe and elsewhere it is because ruling elites got too far ahead of the people and that is what you saw in our elections in 2016, that is what you see in the Brexit process and behind the rise of some of this populists sentiment, but strategically, the long view is that this is about trying to build  the West 2.0, to get back tot he basics. Underlying all this is strong states. So, if the United States is unified, strong, if Malta is, if France is, if Germany is, then the institutions, the international, the multiviral architecture becomes stronger. So, that is what we are going through and I think that if we stay focused on this we can try to build this together. 

You in Malta after the Presidency, after the year of culture, with all the attention that you are getting because of the economic growth, the economic success story that you have, you have a voice that is louder than it has ever been, so whether it is at the United Nations or whether it is in Brussels at the EU, as a friend, as a partner and as a guest in your country, I guess I would say: Be bold, don’t hide these fears. Try to push Brussels in the right direction, try to take these steps if you want to throw the vision out there, build a metro system which seems to be a logical step for Malta as people get stuck in traffic as often as you do, go for it. You have the voice now, you have a position that in our assessment of Maltese history you have rarely had in the region and in Brussels and on the international state and that’s hats off to you for your success. So, be bold and let’s do what we can to work together to innovate and put the visions out there and build the West 2.0 together. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: You talk about soft power. I’m not a big fan of this, but I have a twitter account at US and Malta, so with your permission I will post something and I’ll tweet out to all of you. Thank you.

SINJ. MARIA CAMILLERI CALLEJA (Direttur Ġenerali fil-Ministeru għall-Affarijiet Barranin u Promozzjoni tal-Kummerċ): I just wanted to make a clarification regarding the assertion that was made about Malta making better use of the PFP framework. I would like to specify that on the 6th of November, Malta signed for two more years of the Individual Partnerhsip and Cooperation Programme 2018/2019. This IPCP is basically the framework document which outlines cooperation between Malta and the NATO in the context of the Partnership for Peace, and it caters for a number of training levels including research, cyber defence, education, civil protection and military training, amongst others. So, I just wanted to make that point of clarification. 

MR MARK SCHAPIRO: Thank you for that, that is absolutely right and I didn’t want that comment to be construed as questioning Malta’s commitment to it. I just think that it is a framework that both of your parties have historically come to terms with, that there is more that you can do to take advantage of it and one of those things we think is the multilateral SOFA Agreement that comes with the PFP. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. 

(pawsa)

AFFARIJIET OĦRA

Konsiderazzjoni ta’ proposti leġislattivi maħruġa mill-Kummissjoni Ewropea fir-rigward tal-osservanza tal-prinċipji tas-sussidjarjetà u proporzjonalità.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Għandna l-konsiderazzjoni ta’ sitt proposti leġiżlattivi fir-rigward tal-osservanza tal-prinċipju tas-sussidjarjetà. F’kull każ, ir-rakkomandazzjoni hi li hija konformi. Sur Vella, lili qed jagħtuni direzzjoni li m’hemmx għalfejn neżentawhom u qegħdin naqblu li ma jiksrux ... 

A tenur tad-dokumentazzjoni, il-Kumtiat qed jaqbel li jeżenta lir-Research Analysts milli jagħmlu l-preżentazzjoni konċiża tagħhom u qed jaqbel li s-sitt proposti leġiżlattivi qed josservaw il-prinċipju tas-sussidjarjetà u li f’kull każ huma konformi. Għalhekk nirringrazzja lir-Research Analysts għall-ħin u għall-istennija tagħhom illum, li kienet laqgħa straordinarja u mhux tas-soltu f’dan il-Kumitat. U għaldaqstant l-aġenda tagħna hija eżawrita. 

Xtaqt inqajjem l-aħħar żewġ punti; l-ewwel punt huwa li bħala Membri tal-Kumitat qed naqblu li se nkomplu għaddejjin bil-ħidma tagħna sabiex nipprovaw niffissaw iż-żjara tagħna fir-Russja. It-tieni punt huwa mozzjoni unanima minn dan il-Kumitat sabiex nirringrazzjaw lis-Sur John Vella tax-xogħol siewi tiegħu. Sur Vella, għan-nom tal-Kumitat nirringrazzjak. Fil-ftit esperjenza li għandi ta’ dan il-Kumitat, dejjem sibtek bħala bniedem dedikat, professjonali u pront biex tagħmel l-affarijiet mill-ewwel. Biex inkun ċar, tgħallimt mingħandek kif għandu jaħdem dan il-Kumitat u dik se ngħożżha għal dejjem. Ovvjament, fix-xogħol dejjem titgħallem u din kienet esperjenza ġdida għalija f’dan il-Kumitat. Għalkemm m’iniex ġdid fil-kamp politiku, qatt ma mexxejt Kumitat ta’ din ix-xorta. Għalhekk nirringrazzjak minn qalbi u nawguralek mhux biss aktar saħħa, però aktar xogħol għax naf li tista’ tagħti aktar. Grazzi. 

L-Onor. Mifsud Bonnici. 

ONOR. CARMELO MIFSUD BONNICI: Sur President, jien ukoll nixtieq ningħaqad miegħek. Ovvjament, huwa ta’ dispjaċir għalina li m’aħniex se narawk aktar magħna. Drajniek u se nibqgħu niġru warajk, għax awtomatikament u istintivament l-ewwel ħaġa li tiġi f’rasna hi John Vella u x’għandna fuq l-aġenda u meta għamel il-laqgħat John Vella. Imbagħad hemm dawk l-smses regolari tiegħek sabiex tfakkarna fil-laqgħat, speċjalment għal dawk li huma retiċjenti, għal dawk li jħabbtu lill-Kumitat u għal dawk li huma diffiċli, bħali, sabiex jiġu għal-laqgħat! Nirringrazzjawk u se nħossu ħafna n-nuqqas tiegħek. Grazzi. 

Fis-6.05 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna għal data u b’aġenda li se jiġu komunikati aktar tard.


 




