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Dear colleague Igor Zorčič, colleauge Alojz Kovšca, Dear President Roberta Metsola, 

Colleagues, 

Ladies and gentlemen 

 

Living in an ever-more volatile and unstable world has become the order of the day; 

I am sure that this is a sentiment which we all share. 

 

Since its inception 65 years ago our Union has proven to be a force for peace in the 

region, serving as a beacon for the successful and aspiring countries wishing to join. 

Whilst most desirable, peace is not an end in itself; however, peace is the 

prerequisite for stability and security, which in turn are the foundation of 

prosperous economies. The past two years, first with the pandemic and now with 

the conflict at its border, have evidenced how fragile this prosperity is. Terms like 

rising cost of living and shortages of essential items feature too frequently in our 

daily conversations.  

 



One of the pillars on which the EU is founded is solidarity. The Russian aggressions 

on Ukraine are causing untold pain and hardship on civilians, situations which many 

of us find hard to reconcile with. Coming from a neutral state I cannot support 

military assistance; however, being neutral does not mean we are not sensitive to 

the humanitarian crisis which is unfolding, and thus we fully support humanitarian 

assistance through the European Peace Facility, amongst others. Our thoughts 

remain with the Ukrainian people at this difficult time. 

 

 

The experience of the past weeks has shown that peace is not just needed internally 

within the Union, but also beyond. I would like to recall Malta’s successful insistence 

of including a Mediterranean Chapter in the 1975 Helsinki Final Act, arguing that 

there can be no peace in Europe without peace in the Mediterranean. This argument 

has truly withstood the test of time. What is happening to the East of the EU’s border 

as we speak, for example, and the impact that this is having on our economies is far-

reaching.  

 

Whilst understandably our attention is currently turned towards the situation to the 

East of our Union, we must not ignore other threats around us.  

 

Colleagues,  

 

By their nature, parliaments are the fora where different interests and opinions 

come together and find compromise – this is the essence of democracy. I am a firm 

believer in the power of dialogue, with parliamentary diplomacy being a crucial and 



effective tool to promote dialogue and to find equitable solutions. This is also 

embodied in the various inter-parliamentary fora in which our parliaments are 

active. I have just taken an active part in the 144th IPU Assembly last week where a 

resolution was adopted calling upon the IPU to support diplomatic efforts under the 

framework of a rules-based international order, and for the IPU to establish a Task 

Force on the situation in Ukraine to facilitate the role of parliaments in formulating 

feasible peaceful solutions. To this effect, I proposed an amendment to the 

Presidency Conclusions of this Conference that the final text include a call by the 

Speakers for EU parliaments to contribute towards the above mentioned IPU 

initiative in Parliamentary Diplomacy and interparliamentary cooperation.  I would 

like to now take this opportunity to reiterate my request that my amendment be 

included or referred to in the final text of the final conclusions.  

 

We have a duty to lead by example to be able to prove that words and not wars are 

the key to prosperity within, and beyond. 


