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PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER 

 

Speaker Farrugia interviewed on the role of parliaments in engaging in interfaith dialogue as a tool to promote 

peaceful, inclusive, and tolerant societies 

 

On the side-lines of the 144th IPU Assembly, Speaker Farrugia gave an interview to the IPU Secretariat on the 

role of the Maltese Parliament in engaging in activities and procedures that promote interfaith dialogue. He 

introduced the subject by stating that, although the Roman Catholic religion is mentioned in the Maltese 

Constitution as the religion of Malta, and although the large majority of the Maltese population are Roman 

Catholics, Malta is a tolerant society where every person has the right to choose which faith to follow and practice. 

 

Speaker Farrugia gave an overview on how the Maltese Parliament is promoting interfaith dialogue, either 

directly by organising annual events such as commemorating the International Holocaust Remembrance Day, or 

indirectly by, for example, enacting laws against hate speech.  

 

The Speaker said that during the past years there has been a large influx of foreign people from Africa, Asia and 

Europe who came to live in Malta. Although such a cultural mix living on a small island poses its challenges, the 

Maltese are learning to co-exist in a peaceful and tolerant society. He concluded by stating that tolerance and 

inclusion should never be taken for granted and that religion should never be used as an excuse to justify war. 

 

The IPU is currently undertaking a study on the role of parliaments in engaging in interfaith dialogue as a tool to 

promote peaceful, inclusive, and tolerant societies. The study aims to gather good practices and data relating to 

how parliaments protect and represent the diversity of faiths and beliefs within society through legislation and 

activities, and how different parliaments engage with faiths and beliefs to promote tolerance and foster peaceful 

coexistence. 
 


