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PRESS RELEASE BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER 

 

Speaker Anġlu Farrugia receives the Albanian president 

 

Speaker of the House of Representatives Anġlu Farrugia received a courtesy call from Mr Ilir Meta, the President 

of the Republic of Albania. 

 

Speaker Farrugia referred to the excellent friendly relations between Malta and Albania and mentioned his visits 

to Tirana in February 2016, when he received the PAM Award 2015 – Excellence in the Mediterranean, and in 

November 2018, when he participated in the 2nd Session of the International Parliament for Tolerance and Peace, 

which was launched in Malta in July 2018. He recalled his meeting with President Meta (in his capacity as 

Speaker of Albania) in May 2016 in Luxembourg as well as in March 2018 when President Ilir Meta paid a state 

visit to Malta. He highlighted the importance of parliamentary relations, particularly though the formation of a 

parliamentary friendship group. He noted that Albania became an official candidate country for accession to the 

European Union and reiterated Malta’s support to Albania on its path to full membership. 

 

President Meta elaborated on the political situation in Albania and assured Speaker Farrugia that he would follow-

up the establishment of a parliamentary friendship group with Malta. He noted that, through its expertise, Malta 

could assist Albania in its negotiations with the EU, adding that there were many areas of possible bilateral 

cooperation, such as in the financial and maritime sectors. 

 

The two dignitaries spoke about the diaspora in their respective countries as well as the importance of peace and 

security, with Speaker Farrugia emphasising peace in the Mediterranean as a condition for peace in Europe, while 

President Meta adding that peace should go hand in hand with sustainable development. 

 

Speaker Anġlu Farrugia was accompanied by Mr Ray Scicluna, Clerk of the House; Ms Eleanor Scerri, Director, 

International Relations, HoR; Mr Pierre Mallia, Director, HoR, and Mr Giovanni Miceli, Adviser, International 

Relations, HoR.  

 

Mr Ilir Meta, President of the Republic of Albania, was accompanied by Arben Cici, Diplomatic Adviser; Ms 

Brunilda Paskali, Adviser; Mr Ted Blushi, Spokesperson, Mr Bledar Kurti, Adviser.  

 


