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MINUTI

Il-Minuti  tal-Laqgħa Nru 99, li saret fis-17 ta’ Novembru 2021, ġew konfermati. 

KORRISPONDENZA

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON (Onor. Beppe Fenech Adami): Bħala korrispondenza ngħarraf li fit-22 ta’ Novembru, jiġifieri nhar it-Tnejn li għadda, wara nofsinhar irċevejna email mingħand Dr Carol Peralta u Dr Jean Paul Sammut li fiha nformawna li, u se naqra testwalment: 

“I regret to inform you that Dr Mizzi is still not in a position to attend this Wednesday’s PAC due to health reasons. 

Dr Mizzi is of today, Monday the 22nd of November, still in hospital and will require some time to recover after being discharged.

We will inform you about his earliest availability as soon as possible based on the guidance from the Medical Team.”.

Bħalma tafu, aħna konna bdejna nisimgħu lill-Onor. Konrad Mizzi jixhed quddiem dan il-Kumitat, kien wasal fl-aħħar tal-preżentazzjoni tiegħu, bl-intiża ċara li wara jkunu jistgħu jsiru l-mistoqsijiet mill-Membri ta’ dan il-Kumitat. Ġejna nfurmati l-ġimgħa l-oħra li, għal raġunijiet ta’ saħħa, ma setax jattendi u fil-fatt qiegħed l-isptar, u almenu sa nhar it-Tnejn li għadda kien għadu l-isptar, skont kif infurmawna l-avukati tiegħu, u allura ma setax jattendi għal din il-laqgħa. Nifhem li jekk l-Onor. Mizzi saħħtu ma tippermettilux f’dan l-istadju li jiġi quddiem dan il-Kumitat allura l-assenza tiegħu hija skużabbli llum, però tibqa’ l-intiża ta’ dan il-Kumitat li fil-mument opportun l-Onor. Mizzi jitla’ sabiex ikompli jixhed quddiem dan il-Kumitat. 

Ngħarraf ukoll  li rċevejna korrispondenza mingħand is-Sur Raymond Fenech, għan-nom ta’ ElectroGas, li permezz tagħha ppreżenta lil dan il-Kumitat il-minuti, jekk tista’ ssejħilhom hekk, tal-laqgħat tal-bord tad-diretturi tal-istess kumpanija. Dawn il-minuti ġew iċċirkolati lill-Membri ta’ dan il-Kumitat, jien rajthom, u rajthom malajr ħafna fis-sens li għal darb’oħra dawn il-minuti għandhom ħafna mill-kontenut tagħhom li huwa blacked out.   Jien naħseb li meta kull wieħed minna jarahom, jifhem li ma tantx jista’ jestrapola informazzjoni minnhom u allura naħseb li l-way forward għal dan il-Kumitat hija li nadottaw il-linja li se nadottaw fil-konfront tal-minuti ta’ GEM Holdings Ltd, li diġà ġew ippreżentati, fis-sens li jsiru laqgħat appożitu sabiex isir eżami ta’ dawn il-minuti mhux iċċensurati, and we’ll take up the matter from there. 


KONTINWAZZJONI TAL-EŻAMI TAR-RAPPORT TAL-AWDITUR ĠENERALI INTITOLAT “AN INVESTIGATION OF MATTERS RELATING TO THE CONTRACTS AWARDED TO ELECTROGAS MALTA LTD. BY ENEMALTA CORPORATION”

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Infakkar li s-Sur Apap Bologna kien diġà tela’ jixhed hawnhekk diversi drabi, fejn l-Oppożizzjoni kienet għamlitlu numru ta’ mistoqsijiet u kienet issospendiet. Jien fhimt li n-naħa tal-Gvern iridu jagħmlulu xi mistoqsijiet, u allura llum sejjaħna hawnhekk lis-Sur Apap Bologna sabiex ikompli jixhed.  Jien qed nifhem li huwa preżenti barra l-kamra u allura nitlob li jiġi msejjaħ. 

Is-Sur Paul Apap Bologna daħal fil-Kamra tal-Kumitat akkumpanjat mill-għajnuna legali tiegħu.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Nitlob ukoll li tidħol il-media li hawn preżenti sabiex jieħdu xi ritratti u filmati għal ftit minuti. 

Sur Apap Bologna, inti se tkompli tagħti x-xhieda li kont bdejt tagħti quddiem dan il-Kumitat u nfakkrek li għadek taħt il-ġurament li ħadt f’seduta preċedenti. Se jibdew isirulek xi mistoqsijiet mill-Membri tan-naħa tal-Gvern.  

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Sur Apap Bologna, kif taf, quddiemna għandna l-eżami tal-kuntratt mogħti lil ElectroGas. Inti diġà ġejt hawnhekk xi erba’ jew ħames darbiet oħra, u għalkemm sarulek ħafna mistoqsijiet, ma jidhirlix li ġejt mistoqsi x’inhi l-opinjoni tiegħek fuq ir-rapport li  għandna quddiemna u l-konklużjonijiet li wasal għalihom l-Awditur Ġenerali wara l-investigazzjoni tiegħu. Għalhekk l-ewwel mistoqsija tiegħi hija proprju din:  X’inhi l-opinjoni tiegħek dwar dan ir-rapport? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I think that the report is a point of view that has been taken from a committee, and that point of view  certainly reflects possibly certain incidences where things could have always been done better, and things can always  be done better especially when you have a project of this size. However, I believe that the final outcome of the report is clear that the project was one that was done in a very fair and just manner. From what I’ve seen, the report states that the way the process was done with regards to the adjudication seems to have been done transparently and openly and the right measures were taken for this process and the adjudication to happen in the right manner. However, I was not part of the adjudicating board, but my personal opinion is that I think it was done in a correct manner.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ħalli nirriferik għal dak li kont għedt inti hawnhekk meta mistoqsi dwar il-kumpanija Siemens u għalfejn iddeċidew li jingħaqdu magħkom, fejn inti kont weġibt billi għedt li “we had already done a lot of work in 2006 and 2007”. Jiġifieri wara l-2006, il-preparamenti neċessarji min-naħa tagħkom għal-LNG power station kif tiddeskrivihom? Kienu pjuttost avvanzati, jew kienu fi stadju bikri? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Initially, when we did the paper, it was prepared by a company that had project development expertise, at that time they were one of the only companies in Europe that had project development expertise. So, they understood what the requirememnts were for a development of such a project. What was put on paper was based on knowledge that they would have had within their offices in the UK. So, it wasn’t my knowledge, it was their knowledge that was put on paper on how a project like this  should go forward. Apart from the fact that if you look at the components of the projects, the components in their own individual right are not new projects; a regas terminal is a regas terminal, a power station is a power station, a vessel is a vessel. So, they were putting components together that would have made sense. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jiġifieri bħala proġett kien pjuttost avvanzat. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, it was. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Allura mil-laqgħat li inti għedt li kellek fi żmien amministrazzjoni preċedenti – semmejt diversi Ministri u semmejt anke l-Prim Ministru ta’ dak iż-żmien – il-Gvern kien interessat fi proġett li jaħdem bil-liquefied natural gas (LNG)? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The feedback that I had got was that there were a number of entities that were interested in proposing an LNG project for Malta, we weren’t the only ones. I was informed in a meeting that there were other companies that were interested in putting LNG projects forward and had shown their interest. If you look at the 2005-2015 generation plant, at the time the concluding remarks were for Malta to move forward to gas and to operate on combined cycle gas turbine (CCGT). I would  assume a document that was produced at the time meant that, yes, the intention, or the indication, was that that was the direction in which Malta should go. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Semmejt ‘other companies’. Tista’ tgħidilna min kienu?  Taf min kienu, jew kont taf min kienu dak iż-żmien? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: According to the NAO report one of them was, I believe, correct me if I’m wrong, Quad. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Rigward il-laqgħat li għedt li kellek, u li rriferejt għalihom, rigward preżentazzjoni ta’ “paper about the restructuring of energy generation in Malta”, din il-preżentazzjoni kienet saret qabel ma ngħatat it-tender lil Burmeister & Wain Scandinavian Contractor (BWSC), jew wara? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’m not quite sure about the timings so I can’t really answer that, but it could have been around – and I stand to be corrected – the same time. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Maybe 2006? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It could have been, but what I do know is that at the time when Mr George Fenech was around he had mentioned to me that they had put together an LNG project at the same time as the BWSC tender was happeneing. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Fl-2006 il-Gvern, minkejja li kien qal li ried imur għall-gass, kien biddel il-policy tiegħu u mar għall-heavy fuel oil (HFO). Din id-deċiżjoni kif interpretajtha, meta inti kont qed toffri soluzzjoni aktar moderna u li ma tniġġisx daqs l-HFO? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jekk għandek l-expertise biex twieġeb din il-mistoqsija, weġibha, imma jekk m’għandekx l-expertise... 
ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jien staqsejtu kif interpreta d-deċiżjoni, ma tlabtx għal his expert opinion. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien għedtlu hekk biex ma npoġġuhx f’diffikultà jwieġeb xi ħaġa li ma jistax iwieġeb dwarha. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT (Segretarju Parlamentari għaċ-Ċittadinanza u l-Komunitajiet): Inbidlu r-rwoli llum qishom! 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Inbidlu, għax fil-fatt ix-xhud qed iwieġeb illum. Fl-aħħar sessions kellu ordnijiet biex ma jweġibniex. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Staqsejtu fuq it-tikketta tal-inbid! 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Sur President, ix-xhud wieġeb għal ħafna domandi fil-ħames sessjonijiet li attenda għalihom. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U dejjem wieġeb! Għamel ħafna jwieġeb li ma jridx iwieġeb. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, jekk jogħġbok, xejn minn dan kollu. Ma weġibx meta kontu qed tistaqsu mistoqsijiet li ma kellkomx l-awtorità tistaqsu. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Nispera li nibqgħu f’din il-vena.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Il-mistoqsijiet li qed nagħmel jien huma kollha relatati jew inkella joħorġu minn dak li wieġeb ix-xhud għal ħafna mistoqsijiet li għamlulu l-Membri tan-naħa tal-Oppożizzjoni fil-ħames seduti li dam jixhed. Sur Apap Bologna, fl-2006 inti kellek laqgħat mal-Gvern, mal-Prim Ministru ta’ dak iż-żmien, fejn fihom inti kont offrejt soluzzjoni aktar nadifa li kienet skont il-policy tal-Gvern ta’ dak iż-żmien li jmur għal power station li taħdem bil-gass. Imma fl-2006 ġrat xi ħaġa u dik il-policy inbidlet. Inti, personali, kif interpretajt dik id-deċiżjoni? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t think it is for me to judge about the decision that was taken at the time with regards to the then Government going forward and putting in the BWSC plant. They would have had their reasons and they would have done what they felt that they needed to do, but I always felt that LNG and gas was the way forward for Malta, not only because it is a cheaper way of producing electricity, but it is certainly much more environmentally friendly. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Fair enough, però wara li nħarġet it-tender fl-2006 u nbidlet il-policy, u wara li t-tender sussegwentement ingħata lil BWSC, inti kont fittixt risposti mingħand il-Gvern tal-ġurnata għalfejn kien hemm din iċ-change fil-policy? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I didn’t. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dak iż-żmien, jew f’xi żmien ieħor, kont tkellimt mal-Oppożizzjoni, li allura kien il-Labour Party? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, as I stipulated before, I never did. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jiġifieri ma tkellimtx mal-Oppożizzjoni, la wara li ġara fl-2006, la wara li ngħata t-tender lil BWSC, u lanqas qabel l-2013.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jiġifieri qed tikkonferma li ma kienx hemm diskussjonijiet mal-Partit Laburista qabel l-2013 fuq xi tip ta’...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: As far as I’m concerned, no. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ma nafx għalxiex qed jidħku l-Membri tal-Oppożizzjoni. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Għax tad-daħk.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Tad-daħk għax m’għoġbitkomx il-mistoqsija u r-risposta. Kieku jkolli nibda nidħak jien... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Tad-daħk, għax kontu diġà ħabbartu l-proġett qabel l-2013! 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Ħarġu l-fatti li kien mod ieħor. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dak x’qed tgħid inti. Jekk naqbdu nidħku aħna lanqas  nieqfu. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Is-soltu nidħku ħafna meta titkellem inti. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Staqsih, pereżempju, jekk tefgħux bid meta kienu rebħu t-tender BWSC. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jimporta nkompli?  Jidher li l-mistoqsijiet li qed nagħmel xejn m’għoġbukom. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma ma tistax ma tkunx in linja mal-fatti. Bħala fatt, is-sinjuri qatt m’għamlu bid qabel ma ngħatat it-tender ta’ BWSC u allura qatt ma setgħu jipprotestaw li ma ngħatawx it-tender huma!

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dagur, għax il-Gvern ta’ dak iż-żmien għażel l-HFO, lanqas  biss tahom l-opportunità… 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO (Ministru għat-Turiżmu u l-Protezzjoni tal-Konsumatur): Inbidlu t-thresholds ambjentali. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jiġifieri meta tistaqsuh jekk ipprotestawx mal-Gvern għax ingħatat lil BWSC tkunu qed tgħidu ereżija għax lanqas biss tefgħu bid huma. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dażgur, jekk ma kontux interessati! 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Aħna qatt ma waqqafnikom milli tagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet u issa, f’daqqa waħda l-mistoqsijiet tagħna qed idejqukom. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kompli. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Sur Apap Bologna, f’punt minnhom tax-xhieda tiegħek, inti għedt li ma ridtx iżżid l-exposure tiegħek, bir-riżultat li l-equity tiegħek kien diluted f’żewġ okkażjonijiet fil-proċess kollu. Ngħid sew jekk ngħid li dawn l-okkażjonijiet irriżultaw minħabba li kien jenħtieġ livell ta’ investiment akbar minn dak li kontu ħsibtu? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, that is right. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għaliex? X’wassal għal dan? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Because with a project like this, which is so vast...  This is such a big and complex project and it has even been considered by the EU as a blueprint project for all other nations. When you do a first project like this, and you do it at the rate and the speed of the time span that we had to do it to get to deliver a project as soon as possible for the benefit, and to have it up and operating, you do end up in situations in projects like this where you do get overruns. So be it in construction, be it in technical, be it in whatever it is... I’m not the technical person who would be able to describe to you the reasons as to why there were these overruns.  There were hundreds of other people  who were involved in putting this project together, and they would be able to explain from a technical point of view more in detail as to why these overruns happened. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Bħal min? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Like the people who were doing all the operations and maintenance, the people who were doing the regas terminal, the people who were doing the vessel, and the people who were doing the quay.  Lots of different companies were involved; architects, the legal side, and many many more. We also had overruns where we had to pay certain fees to banks which were not included at the time, one of them being to the tune of €11 million. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  €11 million for what?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  For the guarantee.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Issa ħalli nieħdok għal meta kont mistoqsi dwar il-ħruġ  ta’ Gasol mill-consortium, fejn inti kont għedt li “they could not raise the equity when it needed to be raised”. Nixtieqek telabora ftit fuq dan il-punt. Ngħid sew li Gasol ħarġu minħabba raġunijiet finanzjarji ta’ investiment? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, obviously, when we got to the point of where we had to raise the money to take the project to the next stage, it was brought to the then negotiating committees, so they were informed that Gasol could not take the next step raising the funds to be able to take their part of the project forward with the large part of the project. So it was then that the negotiating team had to take the necessary actions, inform the right personnel, to be able to see what to do to be able to keep the project moving forward. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Then what happened? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I wasn’t part of the negotiating team, so what I’m telling you is from what I know from what I would have heard in the corridors or whatever, but obvioiusly they would have informed the Government or Enemalta, whoever they had to inform, to tell them “this is what the situation is, could you guide us accordingly as to what we would have to do to be able to rectify the situation?”. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Waqt ix-xhieda tiegħek kemm-il darba għedt li ħassejtek intimidat bil-mistoqsijiet. Għaliex ħassejtek intimidat? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Because I felt that at times when I was saying things they were being misinterpreted, there were words that were being put into my mouth, there were statements that were made towards my legal advisor and myself, which were completely unjustified and completely below the belt, and I think it was completely incorrect  for those insinuations to be made towards myself and towards my legal advisor. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Inti m’għandek xejn x’taħbi fuq dan il-proġett.  Hux hekk? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No I don’t. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Qatt kont investigat mill-Pulizija? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Lanqas fuq xi affarijiet oħrajn li l-kollegi hawnhekk insinwaw? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Pardon?

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Il-kollegi hawnhekk insinwaw affarijiet oħrajn. Inti kont investigat fuq xi ħaġ’oħra, apparti fuq dan, mill-Pulizija? 
IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: At this point I invoke my right to silence. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Qatt ħallast flus lil xi ħadd relatat mal-proġett? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Naħseb qed jistaqsik jekk xaħħamtx lil xi ħadd. (Interruzzjonijiet)

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Electrogas kienet… 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mela uża l-kelma t-tajba. Qatt xaħħamt lil xi ħadd? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qatt ikkorrompejt lil xi ħadd? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dak li qed jistaqsik in a very cautious manner. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I have never paid anybody anything in my life. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Grazzi. Min-naħa tiegħi se nieqaf hawn. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Aktar mistoqsijiet? L-Onor. Muscat.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT:  Sur Apap Bologna, se nistaqsik ċerti punti biex nippreċiżaw xi affarijiet. Waqt ix-xhieda tiegħek inti kont għedtilna li l-proġett li pajjiżna jibda juża l-gass għall-ġenerazzjoni tal-elettriku kienet xi ħaġa li kont diġà ħsibt fuqha qabel. Meta kien sar l-ewwel avviċinament min-naħa tiegħek lil kwalunkwe Gvern Malti biex nibdew niġġeneraw l-elettriku billi nużaw il-gass? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: What I can tell you is that my initial discussions with the company in the UK were towards the end of 2006. So they would have come out with the proposal of what they would have felt, obviously in their eyes, would have been an ideal project for Malta, and it was after that paper was produced that we would have then started communicating with the different parties locally – parties as in Government parties – to be able to start showing them what this paper is about. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Inti kont dħalt f’diskussjonijiet ma’ min kien forsi tekniku aktar minnek biex jipprepara din il-paper dwar x’dehrilhom huma li kellha tkun soluzzjoni aħjar għall-ġenerazzjoni tal-elettriku f’pajjiżna. Għedtilna li wara li għamilt din il-paper, inti ppreżentajtha lill-Gvern u kellek laqgħat mal-Prim Ministru ta’ dak iż-żmien. Kellek laqgħat ma’ ministri li setgħu kienu responsabbli mill-enerġija dak iż-żmien? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, I did. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Kif żvolġew dawk il-laqgħat? X’kienet ir-reazzjoni wara li ppreżentajt il-proposta  tiegħek? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: There were some who would say that yes this is the way forward for Malta, and some would say yes, we need to have another meeting, let’s meet, we need to speak to other people. It could have been a bit of moving the ball around. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Nista’ nistaqsik min kienu l-Ministri li kont iltqajt magħhom? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I had met up with the then Prime Minister, with Minister Gatt, with Minister Pullicino, and with Minister Dalli. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Jiġifieri inti qed tgħid li wħud mir-reazzjonijiet kienu li se jiġu lura u jagħtuk feedback uffiċjali, u wħud mir-reazzjonijiet  kienu pożittivi? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, the initial feeling was a positive one. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Inti kont għedtilna wkoll li l-politika tal-Gvern dak iż-żmien, bejn l-2005 u l-2015, almenu fuq il-karta, kienet li pajjżna jibda juża l-LNG u/jew il-gass biex jiġġenera l-elettriku.  Tiftakar meta kienet ħarġet it-tender għall-power station fejn illum hemm Delimara 4, li kienet intrebħet minn BWSC? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I don’t. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Inti, jew tramite xi kumpanija, jew b’kollaborazzjoni, jew b’joint venture, kont ipparteċipajt f’dik il-bid? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I didn’t. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Għalfejn ma kontx tfajt bid għaliha? Ladarba inti kont ħadt l-iżbriga li jkollok laqgħat lil hinn minn Malta ma’ nies tekniċi u anke kumpaniji li setgħu jimplimentaw proġett bħal dan, avviċinajt lill-Gvern ta’ dak iż-żmien toffrilu l-proposta li inti dehrlek  kienet tagħmel sens għall-pajjiżna, u eventwalment ħarġet sejħa pubblika, x’kien waqqfek milli tipparteċipa f’dik is-sejħa? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I can’t remember the exact reason but it would have been the company itself, which I was representing, that would have taken the decision. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Which company? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Gasol. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: You were representing Gasol as well? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I wasn’t really representing them. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: You just said it. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I was working with them. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: So you were representing Gasol in Malta. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, but I wasn’t a legal representative of theirs. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Kont aġent tagħhom? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Le, ma kontx aġent tagħhom.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You were speaking on their behalf. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Exactly.  I was a partner, there was no legal binding as a representative would have. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Representing them without being a representative. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I suppose you could call it that. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: An informal arrangement. Ma kien hemm xejn formali. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You were their front in Malta. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Their face in Malta. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Their face? Their front?  Their contact?  Their what? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I think their contact, yes. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Qed nifhem li meta kienet ħarġet dik is-sejħa pubblika, kumpanija bħalma kienet Gasol kienet ikkunsidrat it-talba li kien qed jagħmel il-Gvern ta’ dak iż-żmien.  Ma tafx għalfejn finalment ma kienx sar il-pass biex jipparteċipaw f’dak it-tender partikolari? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I honestly can’t remember. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: You can’t remember what? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Why they didn’t participate in the tender.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: In the first tender?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Il-kollegi hawnhekk irrimarkaw il-fatt… (Interruzzjonijiet) Żmien id-dlam! Meta qrib ħafna tal-elezzjoni tal-2013 rajt li l-Partit Laburista, li kien għadu fl-oppożizzjoni, kellu, kif il-kollegi tagħna kull darba jfakkru u naħseb li jagħmlu tajjeb li jfakkru, l-intenzjoni politika li mmorru għall-użu tal-gass naturali, għedtilna li ma kont avviċinajt lil ħadd mill-Partit Laburista biex twassal dik il-proposta.  Jien nassumi li kont qiegħed Malta u kont segwejt.  X’kienet ir-reazzjoni tiegħek dak iż-żmien? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Are you referring to when they made it…? 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Qabel l-elezzjoni tal-2013... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: There was a statement that came out...

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Eżattament wara li kien waqa’ l-Gvern ta’ dak iż-żmien, kien sar statement pubbliku li jekk ikun hemm Gvern Laburista se nużaw t-teknoloġija li taħdem bil-gass, il-proposta li kont għamilt lura fiż-żmien lil Gvern l-ieħor.  Ir-reazzjoni tiegħek dak iż-żmien x’kienet? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Naħseb li kienet:  Kumbinazzjoni l-Gvern qed jaħseb bħalna! 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma stajtx pinġejtha aħjar biex tikkonferma dak li ilna ngħidu aħna! 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Wieġbu, Sur Apap Bolgona, għax interessanti r-risposta!  Kif kontu qed taħsbu on the same lines mingħajr ma ltqajtu! 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Kexxun! 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kexxun din! Għidilna. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: As I had this project where the work had been done in 2006, 2007, 2008, or whenever it was, and the paper was still there, it would have been worth re-exploring whether it was possible to implement it. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Però, naqblu li l-proposta li kien ħabbar il-Partit Laburista meta xolja l-Parlament, u dak li kontu qegħdin tipproponu intom, kumbinazzjoni kienu jaqblu ma’ xulxin mingħajr ma kontu ltqajtu? 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Biex inżid mal-mistoqsija taċ-Chairman, Sur Apap Bologna, Malta huwa l-uniku pajjiż fid-dinja li juża l-LNG? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Tajba din il-mistoqsija! 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Għax allura mela f’dak il-każ il-Partit Laburista ltaqa’ mal-gvernijiet ta’ dawn il-pajjiżi kollha li jużaw l-LNG!  Għax intom hekk qed tgħidu. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS:  X’għandu x’jaqsam!?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jiġġudika min qed jismagħna. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Il-proposti ma kenux identiċi. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, they were not. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: X’kienet id-differenza? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: There were many differences. The regas terminal was on the vessel, it wasn’t on... 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Bil-kontra. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT:  Agħtih ċans jirrispondi!

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We had a...not a floating storage unit (FSU)... 

ONR. KAROL AQUILINA: Wara imma. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, we had an FSU afterwards. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għall-ewwel, il-pjan tal-Gvern kien li jagħmlu fuq l-art. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Qed tipprova tfixkel lix-xhud. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Qed nippruvaw nagħmlu l-fatti kif inhuma.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Ħallih jirrispondi.  Jien staqsejtu x’kienet id-differenza bejn il-proġett tiegħu u l-proposta li kien... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ara l-minuti ta’ meta nqalbet id-deċiżjoni. 

ONR. ALEX MUSCAT: Qed jirrispondik. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Qed jgħid x’kienet id-differenza u għalfejn ma kenux identiċi. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Lanqas qrajtu x’hemm!

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The power station was actually...400 MW plant because the people who we were working with, which were a company called International Power who do a lot of work in Italy, knew there was a huge shortage of electricity in Italy. So what they wanted to do is that they wanted to put in a 400 MW plant and use the excess capacity which they would sell at cost to Enemalta for Enemalta to be able to sell it through the interconnector to supply Italy at premium price and, therefore, turn the interconnector into a profit centre rather than a cost centre. That was fundamentally one of the biggest differences in the project. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma din li qed issemmi inti ma kenitx waħda mill-concerns li ltqajtu magħha meta kien qed isir il-proġett, u kienet waħda mill-kwestjonijiet anke marbuta mal-istate aid? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I really wouldn’t know about that because I wasn’t in the negotiating committee, so I can’t answer that. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: F’punt minnhom qamet il-kwestjoni li l-power station jista’ jkun li apparti li tipproduċi għal Malta tipproduċi wkoll biex inbigħu. Qamet dik il-kwestjoni jew le?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: With me it never came up, so I can’t answer it.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mhux with you, imma jekk tafx li qamet din il-kwestjoni...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Again, I don’t know because I wasn’t part of the negotiating committee.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: M’għandekx idea dwarha.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know.

ONOR. RODERICK GALDES (Ministru għall-Akkomodazzjoni Soċjali): Qed nifhem sew li meta ħarġet il-konferma min-naħa tal-Gvern li ried imur għal-LNG u l-proposta li kienet tressqet dak iż-żmien minn Gvern Laburista, sakemm ħarġet it-tender kellkom taġġustaw il-proġett tagħkom biex ikun konformi ma’ dak li ried il-Gvern? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. RODERICK GALDES: X’involviment kien hemm biex stajtu għamiltu dawn l-emendi għall-proġett tagħkom? X’tip ta’ bidliet kien hemm minn dak oriġinajament maħsub mill-proġett li kellkom intom għal dak li ħareġ fit-tender?
IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: From my understanding the sizing was different from the project that we had done in the first place.The sizing was different, so obviously one had to adapt to the sizing, but from a technical point of view, eċċ, I wouldn’t know because I am not technical. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U kemm domtu biex tagħmluha din il-ħaġa?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I wouldn’t know because I was not part of the negotiating team.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma minn meta ħarġet it-tender sa meta ppreżentajtu t-tender taf kemm, għax għedtilna li kont involut. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I was involved in putting the team together, but I was not involved in the technical side. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kemm domtu biex għamiltu dik il-biċċa?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Liema biċċa?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Il-biċċċa li qed jgħid li kien involut fiha. Naqblu li l-elezzjoni kienet fit-8 ta’ Marzu?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed tirriferi għal putting the technical team together?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:Yes.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I wouldn’t have put our technical team together because I wasn’t part of the team doing it.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti għedtilna li kont involut biex iġġib in-nies flimkien. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I was to bring the players togethers not to bring in the technical side, etc.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Fil-birthday tiegħek, 9th January, tħabbret din l-istqarrija tal-proġett li ħa jagħmel il-Partit Laburista ġaladarba jkun fil-gvern. Naqblu? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Minn dakinhar sa meta rnexxilek tgħaqqad in-nies flimkien kemm għadda żmien?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: This is all stated in the previous...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dawn kienu l-istess players li kienu miegħek fl-2006 meta kont iltqajt mal-Prim Ministru u l-Ministri ta’  dak iż-żmien?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: L-istess nies?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No. The only ones that were the same were Gasol.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma tiftakarx kemm kien dan il-perjodu? Weeks?  Months?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: There were the timeframes that were set for the expression of interest (EoI), there were the timeframes that were set for the request for proposals (RfP), there were the timeframes which were set for...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Nimmaġina li din kienet għall-RfP.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: They would have been done within the stipulated times of what was being set according to the documents.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri kienet at the very initial stage.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I can’t say that it was at the initial stage. It would have been happening through the whole process.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jiġifieri nistgħu ngħidu li ħafna mix-xogħol, bħal rapporti u dokumentazzjoni, li kellkom kien diġà lest għax kontu għamiltuh għall-preżentazzjonijiet ta’ qabel?  Il-proposta li kontu għamiltu fl-2005 lill-Amministrazzjoni ta’ dak iż-żmien kienet simili għal dak li kontu qegħdin tippreparaw fl-2013? U jekk kienet simili, kemm kienet simili?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It was similar in outlay, it was not similar in technical.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jiġifieri kellkom ħafna mix-xogħol li kien diġà lest?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Not at all.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Outlay jiġifieri equity li kellkom bżonn.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, outlay as in how the project would be outlayed from a structural point of view.   There was so much information that needed to be gathered on the ground; you were not going to prepare all the technical data based on a paper.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: So you had to wait for the Government to publish it...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Absolutely. You are not going to spend hundreds of thousands to find out that either here needs “this” or “that”, or “here” needs dredging, or “this” needs whatever. This was a simple paper giving an idea of what could be done...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Semmejt lil Gasol u għedt li at one point in time skoprejtu li Gasol kellha diffikultajiet finanzjarji, fis-sens li ma setgħetx tikkommetti ruħha għall-proġett. Tista’ tgħidilna meta skoprejtu li Gasol kellha din id-diffikultà?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I can’t tell you that because we were informed after the events were happening.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma tiftakarx meta kien li sirtu tafu li hemm problema fis-sitwazzjoni finanzjarja ta’ Gasol?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I am not 100% sure, but I would assume that it happened within a month of around the time where the Gasol shares were then trasferred to the rest of the shareholders.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Meta ħarġet it-tender sabiex ikollna impjant li jaħdem bil-gass...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħallih ħalli jwieġeb din qabel, għax inkella...

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Kelli l-impressjoni li llum konna se ningħataw iċ-ċans biex nagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet!
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Se jkollkom il-ħin kollu li tridu.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: 22nd July 2015.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Say what you are referring to.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: When the shares were transferred from Gasol to the other shareholders.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri dak iż-żmien skoprejtu li Gasol kellha problema.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, mhux hekk qalilkom.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I did not say that. That was when the shares were transferred. It must have been...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: ...before that.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It could have been a month, it could have been two months, I don’t know.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Però dak iż-żmien qed tgħid.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qalilkom xi żmien qabel. Don’t misquote him.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qed naqblu. U inti kont xhedt ukoll li f’dak iż-żmien intom kontu għamiltu l-eżerċizzju biex taraw jekk intom stess tistgħux tidħlu għal dak il-commitment minflok Gasol. L-aħħar darba spjegajtilna li at one point inti personali għedt li ma xtaqtx toħroġ iktar, ma stajtx tikkommetti ruħek finanzjarjament iktar. Dan kien l-istess ċirkostanza għax kien hemm ix-shareholding...?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes, that was one of the first ones.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Sur Apap Bologna, inti għedtilna li bdejt tistudja l-possibilità, u ppreparajtu dik il-paper, sabiex pajjiżna jmur għall-gass għax kienet soluzzjoni iktar nadifa u orħos għal Malta. Se nistaqsi, għax onestament ma nafx, x’inhi d-differenza li jagħmel impjant li jaħdem bl-HFO u impjant li jaħdem bil-gass, u li t-tnejn jiġġeneraw l-elettriku, wieħed orħos mill-ieħor? X’inhi d-differenza prinċipali bejniethom biex teknoloġija hija orħos minn oħra?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I think it has less to do with the technology. From what I understand, from what the technical people had told me in England, if you look at the graph of the price of oil and the price of LNG, you can see that as the price of oil goes up, the price of LNG does “this”. So, LNG and gas, or gas, is always cheaper at any given point in time. So based on the fact that the raw material was always going to be cheaper, than one would automatically assume that production of electricity would be cheaper using gas. Apart from it being cleaner.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Dik l-informazzjoni li inti kellek dak iż-żmien ma kenitx xi sigriet. Jiġifieri dak li qiegħed tispjegali issa kienet xi ħaġa pubblika għax dawn il-prezzijiet ikunu kkwotati fuq l-istock exchange. Naqblu? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Yes.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT:  Allura meta inti ppreżentajt it-teknoloġija li taħdem bil-gass lill-Gvern preċedenti, inkluż lill-ministri konċernati u anke lill-Prim Ministru, fejn allura kont qed toffri soluzzjoni li hija orħos mit-teknoloġija li kellna dak iż-żmien, għalxiex taħseb li ma kienx hemm dik il-ħeġġa politika li jmorru għal dik it-tip ta’ teknoloġija?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: That really is not an opinion for me to make. I can make an opinion about a project that I was presenting, but I cannot make an opinion about what other people decided.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Imma inti qatt ingħatajt raġunijiet validi għalfejn it-teknoloġija li ppreżentajt inti ma kenitx tagħmel sens?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I was never told it did not make sense. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Jiġifieri qed tgħidli li l-ministri responsabbli dak iż-żmien kienu qed jgħidulek li dak kien qed jagħmel sens, imma fil-verità ma mexxewx fuqha, u meta ġew biex ħarġu tender pubbliku ma marrux għat-teknoloġija li inti kont qed tipproponi. Qed nifhem sew?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: That is what it seems like.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Se nimxi biċċa ‘l quddiem. Meta wara l-2013 ħareġ it-tender sabiex jinbena l-impjant li jaħdem bil-gass, kien hemm timelines ċari ta’ kemm kellu jdum biex jiġi mplimentat il-proġett. Inti, jew in-nies tekniċi, kif kontu rajtuhom dawk it-timelines?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Obviously we found those timelines tough, and we had teams here working very long hours, but as have been confirmed in the NAO report, those timelines were correct and justified. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Which were not kept.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We are talking about putting together the project.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: So the initial stage.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The initial stage. So they were kept.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: But the two year timeline was not kept. Correct?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: But we are talking about something completely different.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur Apap Bologna, iktar kmieni għamilt aċċenn għall-fatt li l-LNG huwa iżjed environmentally friendly. Inti konxju mill-problemi li kienu qed jiffaċċjaw ir-residenti ta’ dawk l-akkwati tal-power station? Ġieli smajt bi problemi li seta’ kellhom?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kont kunsillier tal-kunsill forsi?

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: M’hemmx bżonn tkun kunsillier biex tisma’. Tkun tgħix f’Malta biżżejjed.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Se jwieġbek.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Mid-dehra għandu żewġ avukati...

ONOR. RODERICK GALDES: Mr Chairman, aħna għandna dritt hawnhekk li nistaqsu li rridu. Imma li nippruvaw niżżufjettaw bil-Membri ta’ din il-Kamra...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Anzi jien qed nieħu gost nisimgħu jwieġeb!

ONOR. RODERICK GALDES: Mela tajjeb, għax dan huwa l-ħin tagħna.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Ħalluh iwieġeb. Jew qed idejqukom dawn il-mistoqsijiet?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Uhh!  Huwa evidenti li ma qrajtux karta waħda minn dan ir-rapport kollu!

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Fil-verità lanqas domanda waħda fuq ir-rapport ma saret s’issa. Imma aħna qed inħallukom; qed nisimgħukom.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  You are totally lost; all over the place!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Qiegħed ikun ġentili ħafna jwieġeb.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Komplu staqsuh affarijiet rilevanti. Staqsik fuq Birżebbuġa u...

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Jekk iltqajtx ma’ residenti u x’qalulek, eċċ.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT:  Ħalluna ħalli nagħmlu xogħolna.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Iva, anzi qegħdin ngħinukom biex tagħmlu xogħolkom.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Proprjament iddaħkuna qegħdin!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħalluh ħa iwieġeb.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: What I knew was that there was an evironmental issue in Malta.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Bħal xiex, pereżempju? Il-livelli tal-arja?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We are in the pharmaceutical sector, and we see high instances of respiratory problems.
ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Inti kemm ilek fin-negozju b’mod inġenerali? Bdejt ilbieraħ? Bdejt fl-2013? (Interruzzjonijiet) Onor. Aquilina, inti għamilt il-mistoqsijiet tiegħek...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jekk tħares lejn l-istatement li għamel fil-bidu nett tax-xhieda tiegħu tara li ta rendikont tal-esperjenza tiegħu kollha fin-negozju fis-setturi differenti.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Ħallih iwieġeb!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Wieġeb, Sur Apap Bologna. Meta bdejt fin-negozju?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: The family has always been in business, just as I had said. I started working probably when I was about 24 or 25, and I’m turning 50 on the 9th January.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Il-kumpanija li int involut fiha hija CP Holdings Ltd. Korrett?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Iva.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Xi rwol għandek fiha?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I am a shareholder with my sister.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: U inti direttur fiha wkoll?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Meta nfetħet il-kumpanija? Jista’ jkun li fl-2010? Tikkonferma li l-kumpanija hija din li qed nurik?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Liema kumpanija?

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: CP Holdings Ltd.  Ħadt l-informazzjoni mill-Malta Business Registry (MBR).

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Iva.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Iva xiex? Li dik hija l-kumpanija li eventwalment daħlet shareholder fil-kumpanija GEM Holdings?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Le, dik hija l-kumpanija li nfetħet on the 10th of...
ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: 28th May 2010.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Which is actually...

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Issa naslu għal dik, Mr Chairman.  Sur Apap Bologna, qed nifhem tajjeb li r-rwol ta’ din il-kumpanija hija a holding company?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It’s a holding company, and there is the operational company which runs pharmacies.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sewwa. Imbagħad hemm diversi kumpaniji oħrajn, kemm Maltin kif ukoll barranin, li huma involuti f’GEM Holdings Ltd. Inti għandek x’taqsam ma’ xi kumpaniji oħra minn dawn il-kumpaniji li hemm involuti f’din l-istruttura f’dan il-proġett?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Jiġifieri l-unika involviment tiegħek huwa fil-kumpanija CP Holdings Ltd.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Iva, CP Holdings Ltd, li għandha shareholding f’GEM Holdings Ltd.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Illum għandek isservi f’xi kariga fil-proġett jew f’kumpaniji oħrajn, apparti CP Holdings Ltd?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Le.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Din diġà qalha f’seduta oħra.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kien qal li rriżenja minn direttur.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Waqt l-aħħar seduta qalilna...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Qed tirrepetu mistoqsijiet li...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed tara kif kien jirrispondikom!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Naf, iva, imma mbagħad waqaf f’daqqa waħda.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Għall-korrettezza, kien hemm sessjonijiet fejn is-Sur Apap Bologna kien qed iwieġeb, imbagħad fl-aħħar sessjoni...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Kien hemm domandi li ma weġibhomx minħabba raġunijiet legali.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: U insinwazzjonijiet u allegazzjonijiet infondati, assurdi, pwerili, frivoli... Nista’ nibqa’ sejjer bl-aġġettivi sal-lejla.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: F’seduta minnhom kien ġie hawnhekk u qalilna li fuq parir tal-avukat tiegħu kien se jagħżel li ma jweġibx għall-mistoqsijiet.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għal raġunijiet legali.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Iva, naf.  Jiġifieri s’issa, illum, kulma staqsejtu kien legali. Tistgħu tkomplu.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Żammejna mas-suġġett u mar-rapport, u ma’ dak li qal diġà hu stess u ma’ dak li qal...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Għal liema rapport qed tirriferu? Għal dan, jew għal rapport ta’ sitt snin ilu?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għandkom iktar mistoqsijiet?

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Iddejjaqkom tal-BWSC!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  S’issa staqsejtu fuq kollox minbarra fuq ir-rapport. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Bħala fatt, li staqsejtu s’issa huwa kollu dwar ż-żmien ta’ qabel ir-rapport. Fuq iż-żmien tar-rapport ma staqsejtu xejn.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Komplu.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Però, Sur Callus, intom staqsejtu dwaru wkoll.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Fil-fatt m’oġġezzjonajniex aħna.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: U biex inkunu korretti, irrispondikom ukoll. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Aħna qed inħalluh iwieġeb. J’Alla jibqa’ jwieġeb il-mistoqsijiet. Komplu staqsu.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur Apap Bologna, ElectroGas (Malta) Ltd kienet infetħet ovvjament qabel ma dħaltu intom fiha.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qalha diġà u spjega...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jimporta jerġa’ jispjegaha, jekk jogħġbok?

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Mr Chairman, lura f’Ġunju ta’ din is-sena s-Sur Apap Bologna kien waqaf jixhed, u l-Membri tal-Oppożizzjoni, meta erġajna ltqajna, minflok ma ġabu lill-istess xhud biex ikompli jixhed, għamlu insistenza biex jiġi xhud differenti.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U rriżervajna d-dritt li nerġgħu ntellgħuh.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Iva, imma issa agħtuna ċ-ċans nagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet tagħna.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Se nagħtukom iċ-ċans kollu.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO:  Mela allura ħalluh iwieġeb.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma pprova tistaqsix mistoqsijiet li diġà saru, għax tkun qed taħli l-ħin ta’ kulħadd. Jien qed niftaħlek għajnejk.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Dak narawh aħna. Aħna qatt ma ndħalnilkom fuq il-mistoqsijiet pwerili u rregolari li għamiltu.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Qed niftaħlek għajnejk li dawk il-mistoqsijiet li qed tagħmlu diġà saru.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Illum qegħdin nagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet aħna u huwa evidenti li dawn il-mistoqsijiet mhux qed jogħġbukom, għax jiftgħu dawl fuq il-proġett.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Bartolo, jekk inti intenzjonalment qed tistaqsi mistoqsijiet li diġà saru, hija strateġija tajba ħafna.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Il-mistoqsijiet li nagħmlu aħna narawhom aħna.  Ħu paċenzja, illum oqgħodu naqra kwieti u ħalluna nagħmlu xogħolna u nagħmlu l-mistoqsijiet. Tibqgħux taħlulna l-ħin.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kompli, Onor. Bartolo.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur Apap Bologna, kont qed ngħid li ElectroGas (Malta) Ltd kienet infetħet qabel ma dħaltu fiha intom bħala shareholders. Korrett? Kellha isem differenti.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It was called Malta Power and Gas. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U kien spjegalna li kien ħa żball, ikkorreġiha...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Tibżax. Jerġa’ jispjega u jirrepeti jekk hemm bżonn, għax intom iddumu biex tifhmu. Taf x’tafu tagħmlu intom? Tgħollu l-kontijiet biss.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Qed nippruvaw insalvawkom biex ma tgħidux ħmerijiet.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Issalva xejn. M’għandnix bżonn il-savla uomo tiegħek. Anzi, li titfagħli salva uomo tbeżżagħni lili...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kompli. Jien qed nieħu l-impressjoni li ma tafx fejn sejjer b’dawn il-mistoqsijiet. Kompli.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dik hija l-impressjoni tiegħek.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Iva.  Imma din mhux opinjoni!

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Malta Power and Gas was set up on the 12th June 2013.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Imbagħad in-notice of award lil ElectroGas ħarġet f’Diċembru 2013. Korrett?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: 4th December 2013, EGM preferred bidder.
ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Imbagħad sar ix-share purchase agreement biex inbidlu x-shareholders.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: On the 30th June 2014.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Mr Chairman, qed nistaqsi biex naraw li l-kronoloġija kienet waħda tajba.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kompli.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur Apap Bologna, fil-bidu diġà kkonfermajt li r-rapport tal-Awditur qrajtu, u konxju li minkejja dak kollu li qalu l-Oppożizzjoni, minn dak li ġara, xorta waħda ma kienx jinbidel il-proċess u r-riżultat finali. Naqblu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: L-NAO qal li l-fatt li għamlu din il-kumpanija kienet xi ħaġa tajba.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Prosit.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Liema kumpanija?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Malta Power and Gas.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Mela dak li nvestiga l-NAO!?

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Ftit tal-ħin ilu għamilt ukoll aċċenn għall-investiment li kien qed isir. Il-Gvern ħareġ xi flus biex isir dan il-proġett?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Skont li naf jien, le.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: U intom kontu konxji li l-Gvern mhux se joħroġ flus?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Iva.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Minn dak li taf inti, inbiddlu xi thresholds ambjentali biex sar dan il-proġett, bħalma kien ġara fil-każ ta’ BWSC?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Skont li naf jien le.
ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Mill-esperjenza tiegħek x’tikkummenta dwar iż-żmien li kien hemm biex il-parteċipanti u l-kumpaniji jitfgħu l-bids tagħhom? Taħseb li kien żmien twil jew qasir?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Challenging.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: F’liema sens?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Li kellna nagħmlu ħafna xogħol within a given period of time. But we were not the only ones. Obviously everybody...

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Imma llum inti hawn quddiemna titkellem.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Kien hemm 19, jekk m’iniex sejra żball.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: There were 19 that started, then there were 14, and then we went down to three.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: U minn dak li rajt inti l-kriterji fl-RfP kienu definiti b’mod tajjeb, jew kienu vagi?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Perfetti! Ara x’qal l-Awditur Ġenerali dwarhom.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Nistgħu naraw x’qal l-Awditur.  Kollox se naraw. Ħalli nsibu x’qal l-Awditur Ġenerali. Mhux problema.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għax għandu jkun dawn jaħsbu li huma biss qrawh ir-rapport.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Għidilna.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Bħal dejjem, jifhmu f’kollox, jafu kollox...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Nista’ ngħidlek mill-ewwel x’qal l-Awditur Ġenerali u nikkwotalek eżatt ukoll.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għad-diskorsi u l-paroli ma jirbħilkom ħadd.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Klawsola 3.5.1:

“The NAO considered the RfP document as generally well structured and one that provided a sound basis for prospective bidders to commence preparation of their bid.”

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kompli.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Qed naqra.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kompli bil-mistoqsijiet. Issa niġu għall-konklużjonijiet tal-Awditur Ġenerali, tinkwetax.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Jien naħseb li intom, jew qrajtu rapport differenti...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Nista’ ngħidlek eżatt x’qal l-Awditur Ġenerali. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Li ElectroGas kienet l-orħos bidder.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Hekk hu.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: U li minkejja dak kollu li għedtu...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Inkredibbli!

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: ...u minkejja l-allegazzjonijiet kollha, il-proċess ma kien se jibdel xejn.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Inkreddibbli intom, mela r-rapport!

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ma jfissirx li sar kollox perfett, għax ħadd m’hu perfett fid-dinja, apparti intom naturalment.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: F’kull livell, dan kien kuntratt maħdum bizzilla biex jingħata t-tender lil ElectroGas. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT:  Says who?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Dik hija l-konklużjoni li wasal għaliha l-Awditur Ġenerali.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jimporta tgħidli fejn uża l-kliem “maħdum bizilla” l-Awditur Ġenerali? Issa jew se tikkwotah sewwa, inkella tikkwotahx lill-Awditur Ġenerali. Hu qiegħed hawnhekk u jista’ jiġi jixhed.  Għedli fejn uża l-kelma “bizzilla”. Tkunx skorrett! 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħa naqralek. Ħa nwieġbek.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għedli fejn uża l-kliem “maħdum bizzilla”.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur Chairman, inti trid tmexxi b’mod imparzjali hawnhekk.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħa naqralu; staqsieni u se nwieġbu. F’paġna 45 tar-rapport l-Awditur Ġenerali jgħid:

“the inconsistent approach at times adopted by the EoIC Evaluation Committee in its assessment of submissions. While the NAO acknowledges that a number of submissions were rightly eliminated on sufficient and justifiable grounds, this Office noted that others were allowed to proceed to the RfP despite similar shortcomings.”

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Imkien ma semma l-kelma “lace”. Mela inti kont skorrett meta qed tikkwota lill-Awditur Ġenerali u tgħid li qal affarijiet li fil-fatt ma qalx. Inti, iċ-Chairman tal-PAC, qed tipprova tippolitiċizza dak li qal l-Awditur Ġenerali f’investigazzjoni serja li għamel, qed tipprova ddawwarha għall-iskop partiġġjan tiegħek. Qed tikkwota affarijiet u tgħid affarijiet li l-NAO qatt ma qal.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Ikkalma!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħalli nkompli naqralek.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Mhux veru qal li kien rapport maħdum bizzilla.  Mhux veru.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Inconsistent approach.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Inconsistent approach ma tfissirx li kien maħdum bizzilla.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Li jiġu eliminati nies li ma kellhomx jiġu eliminati tfisser li... (Interruzzjonijiet)

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Imkien l-Awditur Ġenerali ma qal maħdum bizzilla, kif ikkwotajtu. Inti għedtli li se tikkwota fejn qal li kien maħdum bizzilla u ma stajt issibha mkien fir-rapport għax l-Awditur Ġenerali ma qalx hekk. Tħallinix ngħidlek li m’intix tgħid il-verità. Biex ma nużax il-kelma giddieb.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dan huwa kuntratt maħdum bizzilla, pass wara pass... (Interruzzjonijiet)

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: M’intix tgħid il-verità.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: ...biex dan il-kuntratt jingħata lil ElectroGas. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Inti taf li m’intix qed tgħid il-verità. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jekk triduni naqralkom pass wara pass kif inħadem, jien li għamilt il-homework nurikom pass wara pass kif inħadem dan il-kuntratt. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT:  Is-sinjur li qiegħed hawnhekk illum... (Interruzzjonijiet)

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: ...which I completely object to; it is not the case.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jekk tridu nista’ nkompli nispjegalkom pass wara pass kif beda mill-evaluation.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Mr Chairman, il-punt kollu qiegħed hawn... 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Inti qed tgħid li s-sinjur li qiegħed hawn xhud quddiemna influwenza lin-nies biex dan it-tender ikun bizzilla għalih. Hekk qed tgħid.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien qed ngħid...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Inti kkwotajt... (Interruzzjonijiet) 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: L-Onor. Aquilina qisu qed jaqbel. Hekk qed jgħid.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Qed ngħidu x’qed jgħid l-NAO.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  Ma nixtieqx ngħidlek giddieb.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Ħalli ngħidlek x’qal l-NAO...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għid il-verità. Imkien ma uża l-kelma bizzilla.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Ħa nsiblek punt ieħor.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Ħa nsiblek wieħed jien. 3.7.24

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: L-NAO, f’paġna 88, qal li...

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Le, ikkwota bil-klawsola mhux bil-paġna.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: ...fl-aħħar tal-proċess iddaħħlet il-klawsola tat-take-or-pay, li hija l-iktar dettrimentali u finanzjarja. Meta l-NAO staqsa lil Enemalta għalfejn daħluha fl-aħħar minuti... (Interruzzjonijiet)

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: M’għandha x’taqsam xejn ma’ li qal iċ-Chairman li n-NAO qal li hija maħduma bizzilla.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Enemalta ma tat l-ebda risposta għal din id-domanda.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Ħa nerġa’ ngħidha, u ismagħha...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Mela inti għedha, u jien se ngħidlek minn issa li inti giddieb. U m’iniex se nirtiraha.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Onor. Bedingfield, dan huwa kuntratt maħdum bizzilla...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Dik hija l-opinjoni tiegħek mhux tal-NAO. Tippruvax titfa’ dik l-opinjoni fuq l-NAO.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: ...bil-kundizzjonijiet tal-kuntratt jinbidlu sal-aħħar sekonda biex jiġu aġevolati l-korsorzju ElectroGas. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Mr Chairman, sa ftit tal-ħin ilu kien hawn ix-xhud hawnhekk li qal li ħassu intimidat għax Membri tal-Oppożizzjoni poġġewlu kliem f’ħalqu. Issa inti qed tmur pass oltre minn hekk għax qed tpoġġi l-kliem f’ħalq l-NAO. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT:  Li ma qalhom qatt. (Interruzzjonijiet)

ONOR.  CLAYTON BARTOLO:  Issa qed iddawwarha!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Qed ngħidha jien...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Mela qed tammetti li gdibt qabel. Imkien ma l-NAO...

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Imkien ma qalha dik, Mr Chairman. Tpoġġix kliem f’ħalq l-NAO. Uri rispett, Mr Chairman! Uri rispett lejn din l-istituzzjoni!

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ir-rapport tal-Awditur jelenka pass pass kif il-proċess...

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: You are all over the place!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Anke intom; biex iddaħħlu jdejkom fil-but ta’ dak u tal-ieħor.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You are slightly a bit more over!

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Aħjar taraw kif se ssalvaw lill-kap tagħkom u mhux għollejtu l-kontijiet.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ir-rapport tal-Awditur jelenka pass pass kif sar il-proċess tal-għażla ta’ dan il-kuntratt. Meta wieħed jeżamina, tifhem – u kulħadd fehem ħlief intom u min ma jridx jifhem –...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dawk fehemu, imma ma jridux jammettuha.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għalhekk qegħdin 50,000 vot iktar minna!

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Ħadthieli minn ħalqi.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Fhimtu, u lil min ħadmu, keċċejtuh.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Dawk hekk iridu.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Intom keċċejtu lil Joseph Muscat u lil Konrad Mizzi minħabba dan il-kuntratt.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ejja ħa nkomplu... u Konrad Mizzi. Ejjew ħa nkomplu.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dan huwa kuntratt maħdum bizzilla biex Konrad Mizzi, Joseph Muscat, Keith Schembri, u membri tal-konsorzju serqu l-miljuni minn fuq il-poplu Malti.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Nistgħu nagħmlu xi mistoqsijiet aħna?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dak huwa l-fatt. U fuq dan, hawn kunsens...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Qed tara! Għalhekk qegħdin 50,000 vot iktar minna!

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Ħa nkomplu fejn ħallejna.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Intom m’intomx interessati. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jien għandi mistoqsijiet kemm tridu.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Inkomplu kemm hemm bżonn. Is-Sur Apap Bologna jiġi kemm hemm bżonn.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur Apap Bologna, qabel ma kien hawn din l-interruzzjoni...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Pawsa publiċitarja dik.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Jekk trid issejħilha hekk. Sur Apap Bologna, konna qed nitkellmu dwar il-fatt li l-Gvern ma ħariġx flus għal dan il-proġett, u intom kontu konxji li l-Gvern mhux se joħroġ flus. Inti għamilt aċċenn għall-fatt li taħt Gvern preċedenti kont għamilt proposta bl-LNG, iżda ma saritx għax il-Gvern ta’ dak iż-żmien, għal xi raġuni li ma nafuhiex – u inti wkoll bqajt mingħajr risposta –  għażel l-HFO. Qed ngħid tajjeb?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Lanqas biss tefa’ tender!

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur Apap Bologna, inti ma tafx għalfejn il-Gvern Nazzjonalista bidel mil-LNG għal HFO.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: M’għandix idea.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Taf x’investiment sar dak iż-żmien mill-Gvern fil-power station ta’ BWSC?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ma nafx.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Kont konxju li ċċaqalqu t-thresholds ambjentali ‘l isfel...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Diġà staqsejthielu din.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Diġà saret id-domanda.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Ħalluh ħa jagħmel il-mistoqsijiet.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: ...biex intagħżel l-iktar żejt li jħammeġ?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Agħmilhielu loaded u jgħidlek jekk hux vera jew le. Iktar faċli minn hekk ma naħsibx li tista’ tkun. Qed nissuġerilek jien kif għandek tistaqsihielu. Agħmilhielu loaded il-mistoqsija. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Min qed jitkellem!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iva, jiena nagħmilhom loaded il-mistoqsijiet, għax inkun naf x’inhuma!

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Jiġifieri tammetti li tagħmel mistoqsijiet loaded.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iva. Huwa xogħolna li nagħmlu mistoqsijiet loaded. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Qed nistennew lix-xhud iwieġeb.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ma kontx involut, so, ma nafx.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Imma smajt fl-aħbarijiet x’ġara u ma ġarax.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Fil-kas intellgħu lil Ruth Amaira tgħidilna!

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Fejn huwa nvolut hu jista’ jixhed, imma fuq l-aħbarijiet...

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Daqshekk mistoqsijiet għalissa min-naħa tiegħi, Mr Chairman.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mr Chairman, xtaqt nistaqsi lix-xhud...

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Aħna, baqgħalna mistoqsijiet min-naħa tagħna.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kollox sew, staqsu.

ONOR. RODERICK GALDES: Biex inkompli mal-mistoqsija li għamillek il-kollega tiegħi xtaqt nistaqsik illi kieku dak il-proġett li ppreżenta Gvern Laburista fl-2013 dwar l-LNG tressaq fil-perjodu meta kellkom id-diskussjonijiet ma’ Lawrence Gonzi, Austin Gatt, u John Dalli fuq dan il-proġett, inti u l-kollegi tiegħek kontu tikkunsidraw serjament li titfgħu offerta fuq l-istess proġett? Kieku l-Gvern ta’ dak iż-żmien ħabbar politika favur l-LNG minflok l-HFO.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Domanda ipotetika.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kieku waqa’ u kiser siequ!

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għamiltu elf mistoqsija ipotetika intom!

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Tista’ tgħid ħafna affarijiet x’taħseb imma hawnhekk qegħdin nitkellmu fuq il-fatti. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT:  Qed idejqukom il-mistoqsijiet.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Lanqas xejn. Jista’ jwieġeb.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħalluh iwieġeb. Jaf iwieġeb.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: X’kien jagħmel kieku.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ftaħtu l-parametri fuq xiex nistgħu nistaqsu.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Intom staqsejtu fuq it-tikketti tal-inbid!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħalluh iwieġeb.

ONOR. RODERICK GALDES: Il-mistoqsija tiegħi hija ċara: Li kieku l-Gvern ta’ dak iż-żmien... (Interruzzjonijiet) Ippermettili, Mr Chairman. Għandi dritt nagħmel il-mistoqsijiet. Ilkom titkellmu u tinterrompu. Issa jew se nkunu reċiproċi hawnhekk u nħallu lin-nies jitkellmu, jew inkella se noqogħdu nibbattibekkaw. Gvern Laburista f’Jannar 2013 kien iddeċieda li jmur għal-LNG biex ikun jista’ jagħti roħs ta’ 25% fuq il-kontijiet għax bl-LNG konna se niffrankaw, u jkun jista’ jagħti roħs lill-kummerċjali kollha fis-sena ta’ wara. Kulħadd jaf li Gvern Nazzjonalista aġixxa b’mod differenti fl-2008 u għolla l-kontijiet tad-dawl u l-ilma għax ipprefera l-HFO. Li kieku l-istess ammissjoni, minflok minn Gvern Laburista saret minn Gvern Nazzjonalista, il-kumpanija Gasol flimkien mal-kollegi l-oħra tiegħek, kont titħajru titfgħu l-offerta fuq dan il-proġett?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I think that is a bit too much of a hypotethical question.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Iżjed mistoqsijiet? 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għalissa le.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur Apap Bologna, aktar qabel staqsejtek dwar id-data meta Gasol ħarġet mill-proġett, u qed naqblu li kienet madwar f’Ġunju 2015. Tista’ tgħidilna x’ġara? Kien hemm xi ħaġa partikolari li ġrat minn Jannar sa Lulju 2015? Kien hemm xi ħaġa kbira li ġrat dak iż-żmien b’rabta ma’ dan il-proġett?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Can you be more specific? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know what you are referring to.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Tiftakar meta ħarġu l-Panama Papers? 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Kienu roħsu l-kontijiet.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No I don’t. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jekk ikolli nissuġerilek li dawn kienu ħarġu...

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Qed iddejjaqkom din id-domanda? Għax qed tinterrompu.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: ...f’Marzu/April 2015, tiftakar li kien hemm din il-ħaġa?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t remember the dates.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qed ngħidlek li bejn Marzu u April 2015 kienu ħarġu l-Panama Papers.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: And I tell you I don’t remember the date.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti, il-kumpanija, kontu għamiltu xi ħaġa dwar il-Panama Papers?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know what you mean. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kontu ħadtu xi forma ta’ azzjoni dwar il-Panama Papers? GEM Holdings, inti, bħala shareholder  ta’ CP Holdings Ltd, u ElectroGas Malta Ltd, kontu ħadtu xi azzjoni dwar il-Panama Papers?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Affettawkom b’xi mod il-Panama Papers? Kien hemm bżonn tirreaġixxu għal dak li ġie żvelat fil-Panama Papers?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t remember. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jekk ikolli ngħidlek li fix-xiehda tiegħek quddiem l-inkjesta pubblika dwar l-omiċidju ta’ Daphne Caruana Galizia inti xehedt illi GEM Holdings iddiskutiet il-Panama Papers u kellkom diskussjoni fil-bord tad-diretturi ta’ GEM Holdings dwar il-Panama Papers, tikkonferma li kien hekk jew le?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, there was one meeting.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien għandi l-minuti ppreżentati mill-kumpanija, li ħafna mill-kontenut tagħhom huwa blacked out, fosthom min attenda. Jien infurmat li minn mindu ħarġu l-Panama Papers sal-aħħar tal-2017 saru tliet laqgħat tal-bord tad-diretturi ta’ GEM Holdings.  L-ewwel laqgħa saret fl-14 ta’ Awwissu 2015. Tista’ tgħidilna jekk hemmx irrappurtat xi ħaġa dwar din id-diskussjoni rigward il-Panama Papers? Tikkonferma li inti kont wieħed minn dawk li attendejt għal din il-laqgħa? Qed nistaqsik għax l-ismijiet huma blacked out. Dik il-laqgħa saret fl-14 ta’ Awwissu 2015 u dak iż-żmien inti kont direttur. Inti kont wieħed mid-diretturi li attendejt għal dan il-meeting? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dawn huma l-minuti li għaddielna s-Sur Raymond Fenech. F’dawn il-minuti l-ismijiet huma blacked out. L-Onor. Karol Aquilina rrifera għal żmien partikolari, iż-żmien meta faqqgħet l-istorja tal-Panama Papers. Inti, fl-inkjesta dwar Daphne Caruana Galizia, kont għedt li meta faqqa’ il-każ tal-Panama Papers kontu ddiskutejtu din il-materja. Issa l-Onor. Aquilina qed jurik il-minuti li saru f’dawk iż-żmenijiet u qed jistaqsik dwarhom u dwar jekk hemmx riferenza għad-diskussjoni dwar il-Panama Papers li int għedt li saret. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  If I’m not mistaken, the minutes that have been submitted by Mr Ray Fenech are the minutes up to the financial close, which is in line...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: There’s the date.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Minbarra ta’ din il-laqgħa li semmejtlek għandi oħrajn.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ejjew naqblu li dawk huma l-minuti li tana Mr Fenech, jiġifieri m’iniex qed ngħidlek li tahomlna... Mr Apap Bologna, forget the financial close. Those minutes refer to a particular date, and that particular date refers to the period, by and large, when the Panama Papers were made public. Inti fl-inkjesta għedt li meta faqqgħet l-istorja tal-Panama Papers, għal raġunijiet li nispera li tispjegalna, kontu għamiltu diskussjoni fuq il-Panama Papers. U allura l-mistoqsija tal-Onor. Karol Aquilina hi jekk dawn  ġewx minuted. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed tistaqsi jekk iddiskutewhomx f’dak il-GEM board meeting? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Fl-inkjesta hu xehed li l-Panama Papers ġew diskussi minn GEM Holdings. Il-Panama Papers ħarġu bejn Marzu u April 2015. F’Lulju... 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: At the inquiry I did not say that we discussed the Panama Papers, but that we asked the person whether he was involved with that company or not.  That is what I was asked and that is what I answered.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Let me quote. “With whom” asked you Judge Lofaro? “Between yourselves? No?” And you replied “Between yes our board. We obviously discussed it. We discussed. When? I wasn’t the Director of GEM, so it was obviously something else”. Mela f’Lulju...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Onor. Aquilina, biex inkunu korretti, is-Sur Apap Bologna hemmhekk mhux qed jgħid li ġie diskuss f’board meeting, imma li huma ddiskutew. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Iva, qed jgħidha.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Ma jgħidx li waqt board meeting.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Qed jgħid “we had a board meeting and we asked”, imbagħad jgħid li ddiskutew.  Jien qed nikkwota mill-ewwel xiehda tiegħek fit-22 ta’ Ottubru 2020 f’Awla Nru 20. Issa jien qed ngħidlek li bejn Marzu u April ħarġu l-Panama Papers u f’Lulju 2015 ħarġu Gasol, imbagħad l-ewwel board meeting wara dakinhar kien fl-14 ta’ Awwissu. Minn dawk il-minuti li għaddejtlek issa, jirriżultalek li kien hemm xi diskussjoni dwar il-Panama Papers?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Le.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Dik kienet l-ewwel laqgħa. Issa se ngħaddilek il-minuti tal-laqgħa ta’ wara, li kienet fid-19 ta’ Mejju. L-ewwel nett, tikkonferma li kont preżenti għal-laqgħa tal-14 ta’ Awwissu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ma nafx. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: L-unika persuna li hija skużata dakinhar hija Dr, jiġifieri ma naħsibx li qegħdin jirriferu għalik. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Hemm tnejn.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Imma l-excused dakinhar Dr wieħed hawn.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iċċekkja ftit. 

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Inti tkun imniżżel bħala “Dr” fil-Minuti?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: So this is 19th May 2016. Qed nifhem li kont preżenti għax l-istess persuna hemm skużata. Tikkonferma? Kien hemm xi diskussjoni dwar il-Panama Papers?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħalli ngħaddilek kopja tal-minuti tal-aħħar laqgħa, li saret fl-14 ta’ Lulju 2016. Milli jidher kien hemm l-istess nies preżenti u skużat hemm persuna waħda li għandha “Dr” quddiem isimha.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Min kien is-Segretarju tal-bord li jieħu...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma nafx għax ismu huwa blacked out. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Is-segretarju tal-kumpanija llum huwa Dr Michael Grech.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, dakinhar. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ma nafx. Is-Sur Apap Bologna jista’ jgħidilna jekk hemmx xi ħadd li hu Dr minbarra s-segretarju tal-bord. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Dejjem dak iż-żmien qegħdin nitkellmu. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Kien hemm xi ħadd Dr? Kien hemm xi avukat jew tabib? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Tafu eżatt min hu.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:	Le, ma nafux.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Mr Ray Fenech qalilkom min hu f’dan il-każ. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: That Dr Michael Grech is the secretary of both companies is in the public domain. What the question of Dr de Marco was...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għax donnu li ma kienx preżenti hemmhekk. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien qed nissoponi li “Dr” huwa Dr Michael Grech.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ngħaddu għall-mistoqsijiet?

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Xi ħadd “Dr” ma kienx preżenti, jiġifieri by exclusion is-Sur Apap Bologna...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Allura  min ħa l-minuti dakinhar? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Kien hemm tliet persuni oħrajn in attendance, apparti d-diretturi.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Din hi l-problema li għandna minħabba li l-ismijiet huma blacked out.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Li hu żgur hu li s-Sur Paul Apap Bologna kien preżenti waqt dak il-meeting dakinhar, għaliex l-unika persuna skużata kienet “ Dr”.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Hu qed jgħid li kien preżenti dakinhar, però hu ma ħax il-minuti, u min jieħu l-minuti huwa dak li jniżżel xi ntqal. Dan li qed nipprova ngħid lill-Onorevoli...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Biex inkunu għedna kollox, l-ewwel item fil-minuti huwa l-approval tal-minuti tal-laqgħa ta’ qabel. Sur Apap Bologna, tista’ tispjegalna ftit x’kienet id-diskussjoni at board level ta’ GEM Holdings dwar il-Panama Papers? Mill-minuti ma nistax ngħid jien. Inti għedtilna li kien hemm diskussjoni u li staqsejtu. Xi staqsejtu u x’kienet id-diskussjoni? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I can’t remember exactly what the discussion was and for me to tell you exactly what the discussion was, and then it is not point perfect, I will come back next time and you’re going to tell me: What is the truth? This one is the truth or the other one is the truth? What you said last time or what you said this time? 
ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jekk tħoss li tkun trid tikkoreġi xi tkun għedt, ma nsibx diffikultà. L-importanti li...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: But then the insinuation is made and I don’t want the insinuation to be made again because there are many insinuations that have been made which... I don’t feel that I should be put in a position to accept these insinuations.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien qed nistaqsik xi ddiskutejtu. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I would be able to tell you what we discussed when I go back and I see what was discussed and then I will come back to you and tell you what was discussed.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien urejtek il-minuti. Fil-minuti m’hemmx.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Onor. Aquilina, ir-rwol ta’ dan il-Kumitat huma l-public accounts mhux il-minuti ta’ GEM Holdings.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ukoll. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Le, mhuwiex. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ukoll. Aħna fil-fatt tlabnihom u tawhomlna imma huma blacked out. Jien qed nistaqsik...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: GEM Holdings accounts mhumiex parti minn...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: M’aħniex qegħdin niddiskutu l-accounts ta’ GEM Holdings, imma qegħdin niddiskutu l-kumpanija li twaqqfet proprju biex tieħu sehem, flimkien ma’ oħrajn, f’ElectroGas u fit-twettiq tal-proġett, u allura għandha rilevanza. Issa jien, Sur Apap Bologna, qed nistaqsik jekk fid-diskussjoni li kellkom dwar il-Panama Papers... Anzi ħalli npoġġihielek iktar faċli. Fil-Panama Papers ħareġ li l-Ministru Konrad Mizzi u ċ-Chief of Staff tal-Prim Ministru kellhom kumpanija sigrieta fil-Panama u trust fi New Zealand. Sussegwentement imbagħad ħareġ li kienu se jirċievu flus mingħand grupp ta’ kumpaniji u se jdaħħlu ammont ta’ flus li kienu commissions u li ddikjaraw huma stess bħala “brokerage fees”. Issa jien qed nistaqsik: X’kien il-qofol tad-diskussjonijiet li kellkom dwar il-Panama Papers?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Jekk kien hemm. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Bil-ġurament qal li kien hemm. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħadu l-briga li jiddiskutuhom...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien m’iniex qed ngħidlek biex tgħidilna li int għedt “hekk”, jew li “dak” qal “hekk”, imma qed nistaqsik x’kien il-qofol, il-konklużjoni tad-diskussjoni li kellkom.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: You mentioned it? You discussed it in detail?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Iddiskutejtu lil Keith Schembri u lil Konrad Mizzi, jew iddiskutejtu l-Prim Ministru tal-Pakistan li għandu kumpanija fil-Panama? Meta tkellimtu dwar il-Panama Papers iddiskutejtu l-ismijiet tal-Maltin li nqabdu bil-Panama Papers, jew iddiskutejtu fuq il-Ministru tal-Mauritius?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: From what I recollect, and I stand to be corrected, we did not discuss people, we did not discuss companies, we just discussed the fact that this had broken out. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Kif għamlu ħafna nies madwar id-dinja kollha li jinsabu fil-Panama Papers...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Però l-uniku ministru fl-Ewropa li nqabad bil-Panama Papers kien il-Ministru Konrad Mizzi. 

ONOR. KONRAD MIZZI: Inti għedt ukoll li staqsejtu mistoqsija. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Għandu dan il-primat Konrad Mizzi: huwa l-uniku sitting Minister mill-Unjoni Ewropea kollha li nqabad b’kont fil-Panama Papers. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti għedt li staqsejtu “and we asked”. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: We asked who? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, qed jaqralek x’għedt inti fix-xiehda. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Inti għedt “qed tinxtamm xi ħaġa ħażina. Dak li qed ngħid jiena”. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’m asking: I asked who?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien qed nistaqsik lil min staqsejt.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I can’t remember who we asked at that time. We’re in 2021 today and that was 2014. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But this was four months ago. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: No, this is 2015. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Anke inti tfixkilt, Sur President, aħseb u ara min qed jismagħkom!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Le, ix-xiehda fl-inkjesta kienet ftit ilu.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Dan xi ntqal fix-xhieda fl-inkjesta.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Tfixklu fi ftit xhur fuq il-liġi tal-Cannabis, aħseb u ara fuq is-snin x’jagħmlu!

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: I went up to the inquiry three or four times. I can’t remember what happened the first time, let alone the last. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ma nagħtikx tort. Imbagħad kien hemm aħbar oħra li kienet ħarġet, li kienet l-aħbar li Yorgen Fenech kien is-sid ta’ 17Black. Dwar dik kontu ddiskutejtu? Kontu staqsejtu dwarha? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I invoke my right to silence. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Tiftakar meta kienet dik? Meta ġrat? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I invoke my right to silence. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Tista’ tgħid jekk meta ġrat inti kontx direttur ta’ GEM Holdings?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I invoke my right to silence. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Tista’ tgħid jekk fil-laqgħat li saru dak iż-żmien, li s’issa aħna għad m’għandniex minuti tagħhom, kontx preżenti inti flimkien ma’ Yorgen Fenech u ddiskutejtuha din?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I invoke my right to silence. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Tista’ tgħid jekk il-bord ħax xi deċiżjonijiet dwar dak il-fatt li kien qed jirriżulta mill-pubbliku? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I invoke my right to silence. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Tista’ tgħid jekk il-bord talabx lir-rappreżentant tiegħu f’ElectroGas biex jagħmel xi verifiki?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I invoke my right to silence. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Tista’ tgħid jekk inti ġejtx mitkellem minn kwalunkwe persuna dwar din il-ħaġa? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I invoke my right to silence. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Tista’ tgħid jekk inti għamiltx xi dikjarazzjoni lill-bord meta ġrat din il-ħaġa?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I invoke my right to silence. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Għalissa se nieqaf hawnhekk.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Apap Bologna, inti tkellimt fuq Gasol Plc. u għedt li kont their contact in Malta.  Naqblu?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: U Gasol Plc. kienet il-lead partner f’dan il-proġett.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Meta tgħid lead partner x’tifhem inti? Meta tgħidu li l-lead partner tal-proġett huwa Gasol Plc., xi tfisser?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: They were the people who were putting the project together.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: They were the people who had the technical knowledge and the capacity to deliver this project. Inti aware li way back in 2014 Gasol Plc. kienet tilfet iktar minn 55% tal-valur tagħha fl-istock exchange l-Ingilterra?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I didn’t. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ara jekk iniex qed nifhem sew. Jien qed nikkwotalek mil-London Stock Exchange (LSE) fejn on the 25th June 2014 qegħdin iħabbru li f’sena, Gasol Plc., li konna se nafdawlha l-ikbar proġett fl-istorja ta’ pajjiżna, tilfet 55.84% tal-valur tagħha. Allura intom, li nimmaġina li kontu qegħdin tagħmlu eżerċizzju ma’ min se tagħmlu dan il-proġett, ma rajtux this fundamental thing, ċjoè x’saħħa għandhom Gasol Plc.?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: As stipulated in the NAO Report, Gasol was guaranteed by the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan Republic (SOCAR), but it also was the sister company of a company called Afren, which  was a multi-million euro company on the LSE.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: However, it was Gasol Plc. which was the actual partner.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: But it was supported by...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Tant kienet supported li wara sena kellha titlaq!

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: It was supported  by other companies. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Spjegali kif Gasol Plc., listed on the LSE on the 25th of June 2014, waqt li intom qegħdin tagħqdu dan il-famuż konsorzju biex tagħmlu dan il-proġett, tilfet 55.84% tal-valur tagħha, u nonostante  dan kollu, intom jew ma ndunajtux, jew inkella mxejtu  bil-proġett minkejja li kontu tafu li Gasol Plc. qatt ma setgħet tagħmel dan il-proġett.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: I think you should be speaking to Gasol about that.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: No I speak to you because you are their representative, so I’m asking you. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: You should be speaking to Gasol because if SOCAR comes to the table with a guarantee that they are going to guarantee...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  No, I’m asking you...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed jgħidlek għaliex.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I’m telling you that if SOCAR is coming to guarantee Gasol’s investment...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Gasol Plc.?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Gasol Plc., the one listed in the LSE.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: ...which is stipulated in the NAO Report. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Gasol Plc. or Gasol Malta Ltd.?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Gasol Plc. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Are you sure it was Gasol Plc.?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: No, I’m not sure but it would have been owned by the same company. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jiġifieri kontu aware però ma kenitx problema, or you weren’t aware that Gasol Plc. was literally melting away? Issa naqralek mill-audited accounts tagħhom.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I wasn’t part of the negotiating team.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You were their representative. (Interruzzjonijiet) So you didn’t follow up with Gasol Plc.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: .... and part of the teams that were working together to get to where we had to get to. So, at the end of the day when all of this was happening, we eventually found out later on when things started happening and we needed to step in. I was not privy to that information beforehand.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But you are aware that this is material which is in the public domain. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Irrespective of whether it was in the public domain or not, I was not privy to what was happening. At the end of the day you are better off bringing people in here who were privy and who were part of the negotiating team, to ask them...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: I hope we will, but you are a shareholder and their representative.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I am telling you what I know, but you don’t want to accept what I know. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: I find it hard to believe.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: In that case you are not accepting, not you find it hard to believe. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: I find it very hard to believe how you forged forward with this project...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: As much as you’re saying that this contract was laced, which it certainly wasn’t.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: I find it very difficult to believe that you were not aware of a fact that Gasol lost 55.8% of its value in the year when you were negotiating this marvelous deal. 

Ħalli naqralek xi ħaġa oħra mill-audited accounts 2014 ta’ Gasol Plc..  F’paġna 20 ta’ dawn l-accounts jingħad hekk:

“The group does not currently hold sufficient cash or liquid assets in order to meet its commitments as they fall due for the next 12 months.

The company is likely to be required to obtain significant capital in the future. There is no assurance that it would be able to raise such capital when it is required and that the terms associated with providing such capital will be satisfactory to the company.”.

Għadni kemm qrajt mill-audited accounts ta’ Gasol. Dan huwa fil-mument li intom qegħdin tgħaqqdu dan il-konsorzju, huwa fil-mument li qegħdin tagħmlu Gasol il-lead partner f’dan il-proġett, u din l-iktar ħaġa bażika – jekk  inkun se nagħmel biċċa negozju mal-Onor. Glenn Bedingfield probabbilment jitlobni l-accounts u jien nitolbu l-accounts tiegħu – lanqas għamiltuha.  This is basic. Mill-audited accounts ta’ Gasol kien evidenti li ma jagħmilx sens li tagħmel negozju magħhom. Can you explain why you went forward?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: First of all I was not privy to that, but as I said before, this was being supported by a guarantee from SOCAR Trading, which is stated in the NAO Report. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So you were not aware that it was melting away, you were not aware that their audited accounts were there for all to see that this company cannot make ends meet, but you forged forward with this project. Qed nistaqsik dan għax l-Awditur  proprju jagħmel dan il-punt. Jien hawnhekk għandi r-rapport tal-Awditur, dan li intom tgħidu li fih jingħad li nstab kollox perfett...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: From what I know, all the accounts from Gasol were submitted to the Auditor, the guarantees were submitted to the Auditor, and there was the guarantee that was put in place. So it was all transparent.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mr Apap Bologna, the Auditor did what you did not do. The Auditor went through these accounts and concluded that it was manifestly clear that Gasol could never make ends meet on this project. U jekk se titolbuni biex nikkwotalkom nista’ insibilkom eżatti. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Naħseb aħjar għax la żlaqt darba kapaċi tiżloq it-tieni darba. Jiġifieri aħjar tikkwotalna.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Serraħ moħħok; se nsibhielek eżatt.

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Mela kkwotalna eżatt. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Sur President, li qed jgħidlek hu li kollox kien ippreżentat lill-Awditur u kollox kien trasparenti. U qed jgħidlek li Gasol kienu supported u kienu garantiti minn kumpanija oħra. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: U xorta ma waslux.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Ma jistax jgħidlek affarijiet li ma jistax jgħidlek. Qed jgħidlek dak li jaf hu, u ma tistax targumenta miegħu. Dan huwa xhud. Dawn mhumiex sottomissjonijiet. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien qed nipprova nagħmel loġika .... Jien qed nipprova nifhem ......

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma bir-rispett kollu, hawnhekk tagħmlu d-domandi lix-xhud mhux targumentaw miegħu. Qed jgħidlek dawn kollha ġew sottomessi. Il-fatt li kienu backed minn SOCAR, għalih...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħalli ngħidlek x’qal l-Awditur f’paġna 46 tar-rapport tiegħu, u se nikkwota:

“The NAO is of the opinion that, although not qualified, the financial statements should have raised significant concern with respect to the role of Gasol plc in the Consortium. While the assessment of financial strength was a criteria of evaluation, the allocation of a maximum of four marks out of a possible 100 rendered evident its overall insignificant impact on the outcome of the RfP and once candidates were deemed eligible at the EoIC stage, the financial strength or otherwise of a bidding consortium was irrelevant. It is in this context that the NAO deems this a significant shortcoming in the design of the selection process.”.

Jiġifieri l-Awditur qed jgħid li hu eżamina l-audited accounts tal-kumpanija, u fl-opinjoni tiegħu kien jidher manifestly li Gasol qatt ma setgħet tasal.  Għax intom m’intomx boloh, intom nies fin-negozju, u allura this begs the question: X’kienet ir-raġuni għalfejn daħħaltu lil  Gasol fil-konsorzju biex imbagħad sena u nofs wara you had to buy them out when the writing was on the wall? Dik hi l-mistoqsija. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Gasol came into the project because they were the people who brought in Siemens, SOCAR and everybody else into the project. Without Gasol in the beginning this project could not have moved forward. So that is why Gasol came in in the first place. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Imma kif ma tindunawx li hemm kumpanija falluta qed tmexxikom? Tant hija falluta...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: At the time when we were working with Gasol they had a big company called Afren... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: I’m sorry, I beg to differ.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed jagħtik ir-risposti. You don’t have to like them or agree with them, imma qed jagħtik ir-risposti. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: You cannot tell me if that one was...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed jgħidlek għaliex.

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Intom partit fallut għalfejn se tikkontestaw l-elezzjoni!? 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jimporta? Jimporta? 

ONOR. RODERICK GALDES: Kellna L-Enemalta falluta fi żmienkom. Ridtu tbigħuha b’€1 u rxuxtajniha! 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma intom m’intomx falluti għax tant ħadtu miljuni...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Għaddu għall-mistoqsijiet marbuta... (Interruzzjonijiet)

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jien qed ngħidlu li huwa persuna fin-negozju li allura jiena konvint li huma jkunu raw l-audited accounts u raw iswed fuq l-abjad li din hija kumpanija falluta. Ikunu ċċekkjaw ukoll x’qed jiġri fil-listing fil-London Stock Exchange u jgħidu “dawn x’qegħdin nagħmlu? Qegħdin ninnegozjaw ma’ kumpannija...?”. (Interruzzjonijiet)  Onor. Muscat, lili tgħaġġbuni kif quddiem il-fatti tibqgħu tgħidu li dan qed ngħidu jien! 

ONOR. RODERICK GALDES: X’inhu l-punt li trid tagħmel?

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Hawnhekk għandi r-rapport tal-LSE fuq fejn jgħid li f’sena kien hemm change ‘l isfel ta’ 55.84%. Għandi wkoll l-audited accounts – hawnhekk għandi artiklu li kien ġie ppubblikat fil-ġurnal Times of Malta...  (Interruzzjonijiet)  Jiġifieri kellhom moħħhom mistrieħ... Onor. Bedingfield, jiġifieri jekk jiġi xi ħadd fuqek jgħidlek biex tagħmel negozju ma’ xi ħadd fallut imma li warajh hemm xi ħadd sinjur, inti tagħmel in-negozju xorta waħda?

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Lili ħadd mhu se jiġi jgħidli hekk għax jien m’iniex negozjant. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Qed tara!

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Toqgħodx iġġib eżempji bija. Is-Sinjur wieġbek u qallek. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Min hu fin-negozju jaf li ma jsirux dawn l-affarijiet, sakemm ma jkunx hemm xi ħaġ’oħra wara dan kollu. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jiġifieri dak iż-żmien ma kontux tafu li Gasol għandha dawn il-problemi kbar?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: As I said Gasol were the ones who helped us bring everybody on board. There was SOCAR, Siemens and everybody else there and they were all happy to have Gasol taking the project forward, and we were happy to follow with the big players to get this project forward. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  U xi ċċekkjajtu dwar Gasol u dwar il-background finanzjarju tagħhom? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: That Gasol was supported by a company called Afren  which was a multi-million dollar company.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Imma m’intix qed tifhem li kieku ċċekkjajtu kontu tiskopru li kellha problemi?
IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: The owner of Afren and the owner of Gasol were the same people. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien qed nistaqsik jekk...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: That’s his answer. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien m’iniex se nargumenta miegħu dwar ir-risposta... 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-Awditur, li għamel il-homework ħafna iktar tajjeb, jikkonkludi hekk:

“The financial aspect of the due diligence process was not sufficiently robust and thereby deemed inadequate by the Office given the materiality of the project...Checks relating to fraud, bribery and corruption, internal controls, risk management considerations, ethical conduct and other governance issues were not part of the due diligence carried out.”.

Jiġifieri l-Awditur qed jgħid li hu għamel due diligence tajjeb u għamel il-verifiki li kellu jagħmel u rriżultalu li Gasol by no stretch of the imagination ma kellha qatt tkun parti minn dan il-konsorzju. Tant hu hekk, li ftit wara telqet. Jekk kienet tant importanti ħallewha titlaq? Aħna qed nistaqsu.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed jgħidlek li għax ġabet il-players il-kbar l-oħrajn kollha u kienet issostanzjata minn Afren...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jiġifieri l-ftehim minn qabel kien li titlaq? 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed jgħidlek għalfejn they went ahead. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: But for a very short period għax imbagħad they left. How could you permit this biggest project which this country spent millions of euros on....manifestly bankrupt?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: This company had contacts with Siemens, SOCAR and everybody else to bring in the project together. We did not have the contacts.
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: So that’s the reason why. So it was irrelevant who they are, what their background was, whether they were falluti...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qallek min huma. It’s the same owner as a Afren multi-million...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Tant huma multi-millionaires li ħallewhom jegħrqu! Tant kellhom nies warajhom li wara sitt xhur għerqu. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur Apap Bologna, dawn id-deċiżjonijiet li qed jistaqsi dwarhom iċ-Chairman huma deċiżjonijiet relatati ma’ finanzi pubbliċi, jew xi ħaġa privata?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: My client is a minority shareholder in a minority shareholding. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Iktar u iktar il-minority shareholder irid joqgħod attent ma’ min se jingħaqad!

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Staqsu lil min hu l-kbir, mela lilu! Dan huwa l-minority, f’minority shareholding, dak li hu. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Għalhekk irid joqgħod attent iktar biex il-ħuta l-kbira...

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Aħna qegħdin nistaqsuh fuq min mhuwiex minority shareholder. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imma jekk il-kbar were ready to go ahead, hu kien se jżommhom? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Le, aħna qed nistaqsuk dwarha, Sur Apap Bologna,  għax inti ankrajt ma’ xi ħadd kbir. Tiftakar jekk Gasol kenitx għamlet xi transfer of shares qabel ukoll? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Ma nafx. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jekk ngħidlek li ftit xhur qabel, jiġifieri f’April 2015, kienet għamlet...

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Tista’ tgħidli, imma ma nafx.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Ħalli nissuġġerilek, imbagħad għedli għalfejn għax suppost tkun taf. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Jekk ma nafx, ma nafx.

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: F’April 2015 Gasol LNG Import Ltd. biegħet 3,000 shares tagħha lil Gasol Malta Ltd. Tiftakar din għalfejn saret?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Għedtlek li ma nafx. Naħseb aħjar tistaqsi lil Gasol għax jien ma nafx. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  Jien lilek qed nistaqsi.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA:  Imma kif nista’ ngħidlek jekk ma nafx!? 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Issa meta jkollna lil Gasol nistaqsi lilhom, imma...

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur Apap Bologna, dawn l-affarijiet li qegħdin jistaqsu dwarhom il-Membri tal-Oppożizzjoni, b’xi mod effettwaw il-finanzi pubbliċi tal-Gvern Malti? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP  BOLOGNA: Le.

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Għax il-Gvern Malti ma ħareġ l-ebda flus għal dan il-proġett. Hux hekk?

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Hekk hu. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Li hu żgur hu li l-Awditur Ġenerali...

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Sur President, dan huwa Public Accounts Committee. Id-deċiżjonijiet li jieħdu n-nies fil-business privat tagħhom huma affari tagħhom.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Li hu żgur huwa li ElectroGas iffrankaw €40 miljun f’taxxa. Dik hija kkonfermata. 

ONOR. CLAYTON BARTOLO: Il-Maltin iffrankaw €80 miljun. Ara intom ma kontux kapaċi tagħmluha għax ivvutajtu bil-qalb biex tgħollulhom il-kontijiet tad-dawl. Ibqgħu sejrin hekk!
IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Jiġifieri tista’ tisraq għax roħsu l-kontijiet!  La roħsu l-kontijiet tista’ tagħmel kollox! 

ONOR. RODERICK GALDES: Minkejja l-ammissjonijiet li saru min-naħa tal-Oppożizzjoni fuq il-kumpanija Gasol, tikkonferma li l-proġett ġie delivered  u l-proġett mexa b’mod ħarir min-naħa tagħkom? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: Yes, the project was delivered, it’s been working...

ONOR. RODERICK GALDES:  U ma kien hemm ebda impatt fuq dan li qed jingħad fuq il-kumpanija jew inkella l-operat tal-proġett.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħlief li l-Awditur ikkonkluda li dak li sar meta ħallew ix-share transfer isir kien ta’ żvantaġġ għall-bidders l-oħrajn, għax waħda mill-kundizzjonijiet kienet li ma setax isir share transfer qabel...  (Interruzzjonijiet) L-Awditur ikkonkluda li hemmhekk sar abbuż, għax kieku l-bidders l-oħra kienu jafu li wara ftit jistgħu jinbidlu x-shareholders, kienu jittenderjaw mod ieħor. Għalhekk kollox maħdum bizzilla, Onor. Bedingfield! 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Però l-Awditur imkien ma uża l-kliem “kollox maħdum bizzilla”. Din int qed tgħidha. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Tajtek eżempju ieħor ta’ kif kollox maħdum bizzilla. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Tpoġġix kliem f’ħalq l-Awditur li ma qalx. Kun korrett. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Ħalli nispjegalek ftit kif kienet maħduma bizzilla. Tagħmel kundizzjonijiet li ma jistax ikun hemm share transfer, isiru l-bids, jingħata t-tender, imbagħad dik il-kundizzjoni tintesa’ u jsir ix-share transfer. Dak hu kif kollox maħdum bizzilla. Tagħmel kundizzjoni biex taqta’ qalb in-nies...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Però l-Awditur ma qalx hekk.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: X’ma qalx hekk? 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Imkien ma semma... Nerġa’ ngħidlek kun korrett.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON:  Forsi l-Awditur mhuwiex fluent daqsi fil-Malti. 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Kun korrett.  L-Awditur m’użax il-kelma bizzilla.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Sur Awditur, fil-Malti hawn l-espressjoni “kollox maħdum bizzilla”. Jiġifieri meta jkun hemm l-affarijiet maħdumin b’pattern  biex tasal għall-punt...

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Ma użax lanqas espressjoni bl-Ingliż...

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Lill-Awditur qed ngħidlu li jista’ jibda juża din l-espressjoni. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Aħjar tmur tarqa r-rapport. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Meta jkollok ċirkostanzi maħdumin b’tali mod li trid tasal għall-konklużjoni u jkun hemm reverse engineering, dak ikun kollox maħdum bizzilla. 

ONOR. ALEX MUSCAT: Dak qed tgħidu int; l-NAO imkien ma jgħid hekk. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: L-Onor. Ryan Callus.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Sur Apap Bologna, inti għedt li l-proposta tagħkom ma kenitx identika mal-proposta li wiegħed il-Partit Laburista qabel l-elezzjoni. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għal liema proposta qed tirriferi?

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Mhux dwar il-power station qegħdin nitkellmu?

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Għax kien hemm proposta li saret qabel...

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Jien qed nirreferi għall-proposta post-2013.

DR GIANNELLA DE  MARCO: L-ewwel kien hemm waħda meta kien hemm Gvern Nazzjonalista...

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: No, I’m referring to the last one, the one which was actually implemented.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Id-domanda lilu qabel kienet jekk l-ewwel proposta li kien għamel...

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Imma d-domanda tiegħi mhux hekk qiegħda issa. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO:  Għax inti għamilt riferenza għar-risposta tiegħu.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Mhux riferenza għal dik qed nagħmel, jien qed nagħmel riferenza...

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Biex inkunu ċari.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: L-Awditur Ġenerali, mhux jien, qal li kien hemm sembjanzi kbar bejn dak li wiegħed il-Partit Laburista qabel l-2013 u dak li ġie mplimentat on the ground. Inti, Sur Apap Bologna, għedt li kien hemm id-differenzi. Naqblu li l-unika differenza li kien hemm kienet mhux għax intom daħħaltu proposta differenti milli wiegħed il-Gvern qabel l-2013, però li fil-minuti tal-Project Sponsorship Committee hemm li kien il-bord stess li qal li minħabba l-wegħda li titlesta l-power station f’sentejn, marru għall-għażla, minkejja li kienet iktar riskjuża u iktar ta’ periklu għan-nies, ta’ tanker tal-gass sorġut f’Marsaxlokk u mhux tankijiet tal-gass fuq l-art. Jiġifieri fil-verità, il-proposta tagħkom hija differenti minn dik li kienet imwiegħda qabel l-2013 għax it-talba tal-Gvern inbidlet wara, mhux għax il-proposta tagħkom kienet differenti minn dik li xtaq il-Partit Laburista.

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I don’t know what you’re saying because I’m only privy  to what I put on paper. I am not privy to what the Government did or what was said in an...meeting and what was written I...

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: Are you privy to public knowledge? 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I am privy to public knowledge.

ONOR. RYAN CALLUS: So am I, and what I’m stating is public knowledge, it has been reported in the newspapers and has been included in the Auditor General’s conclusions. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Questions to be answered by oneself...
ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Sur Apap Bologna, for record purposes, tista’ tippreżenta lil dan il-Kumitat il-kopja tal-ewwel proposta li kont ktibt? 

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD: Jiġifieri tal-2006?

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Iva, għax għamilna riferenza għaliha diversi drabi u naħseb li dan il-Kumitat għandu jkollu kopja tagħha la rriferejna għaliha.  Imbagħad il-Kumitat jara hu jekk jaqbilx jew le li din hija identika jew le. Għax din kulħadd qed jitkellem dwarha  u ....

ONOR. GLENN BEDINGFIELD:  M’għandi xejn kontra.

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mela qegħdin naqblu li se ssir din it-talba. Jien naħseb li f’dan l-istadju nistgħu nieqfu hawnhekk għax għandna seduta fil-Plenarja. Nirringrazzjak, Sur Apap Bologna. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Mr Chairman, forsi jista’ jikkonferma li se jippreżentaha. 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I will go to my records. I think I have it in my records. 

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Nistgħu forsi nagħtu data sa nhar il-Ġimgħa ħalli sa laqgħa oħra nkunu lħaqna rajna d-dokument u ma noqogħdux nerġgħu nġibuh għalxejn. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Qed tistaqsu għal xi ħaġa tal-2006!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA:  L-arkivji tiegħi imorru lura ħafna iktar.

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Imn’Alla m’intomx tistaqsu lili! 

IS-SUR PAUL APAP BOLOGNA: I will do my best. 

DR GIANNELLA DE MARCO: Friday, is the day after tomorrow!

ONOR. KAROL AQUILINA: Jien qed nistaqsih biex ma jiġix id-darba li ġejja, imbagħad ngħidlu li jrid jerġa’ jiġi biex nistaqsih dwarha. 

IĊ-CHAIRPERSON: Mela miftehmin. Nirringrazzja lil kull min ħa sehem f’din il-laqgħa tal-lum u naġġorna l-Kumitat għal nhar l-Erbgħa, l-1 ta’ Diċembru 2021, fis-2:00p.m.

Fit-3:59 p.m. il-Kumitat aġġorna.
