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Naghti I-kunsens tieghL 

(LS.) Ugo MIFSUD BoNNICl 

President 

29ta'Marru, 1996 

ATT Nru, X ta ' I-l996 
A1T biex jt:mt:nda I-An dW(Jr l-Isrampo . Kap. 248. 

IL-PRESIDENT, bil-parir u I-kunsens tal-Karnra tad-DepUtali, 
imlaqqgha rdan ii-Pari ament, u bl-awloritl ta' I-istess, hareg b' ligi clan 
Ii gej:-

I . Dan I-AUjista' jisseiiah I-Au ta' 1-1996Ii jemenda I-Att dwar Ti~" fil-qooor. 

I- Istarnpa, u ghandu jinqara u jiftiehem haga wahda rna' I-Au dwar 1-
Istarnpa, hawnhekk i:ijed 'i l quddiern irnseiiah "iI-ligi prinCipali". 

2. Fl-artikolu 2 tal-ligi prinCipali : 

(a) fil- ti fsira ta ' "editur", minflok il-kelma "gazzetta" 
ghandhom jidhlu l-kliern "gazzetta jew servizz ta' xandir"; 

(b) wara I-tifsira la' "Registralur" ghandha tiUlied din it­
tifsira gdida Ii geiia: 

.. "responsabbli ghalJ-pubblikazzjoni" tfisser persuna Ii 
tkun sidt ta' impri:ia ghall-pubblikazzjoni ta' gazzeuajew Ii 
jkollha lieenza ghax-xandir u tinkludi kull persuna Ii jkollha 
facilitajiet ghal1-produzzjoni jew riproduzzjoni ta' kull 
stampat·"· • • 

(c) it-tifsira la ' "stampatur" ghandha tithassar; u 

(d) minflok it-tifsira ta' "xandir" ghandu j idhol dan Ii gej: 

Emor-da .. ' 
l·onikoI" 2 
taI·tip priatipoIi . 
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Emcnda 1&' 

l ·ani~oIi h 6 
loa.liti pri.cipali. 

......... 
l..nikol. IIII·fi j:i 
priooCipoli. 

""xandir" tfisscr it-lrasmissjoni permezzla' filijew minn 
gewwa l-arja , inkluia wkoll pennezz la' salelli la . fghamla 
kodirlkata jew mhijiex; ta ' Idiem jew immagini viiivi, sew 
jekk dawk il-kliem jew immagini jkunu fil-fan ricevuti minn 
xi persuna sew jekk Ie;". 

3. (a) L-art iko li 5 u 6 tal-ligi principali ghandhom jigu 
enumerati mill-gdid bhaia s-subartikolu (I ) u (2) la' l-artikolu 5 
rispelt ivament. 

(b) Minnufih warn s-subanikolu (2) la' l-artikolu 5 kif 
emendal ghandu jidhol dan I-anikolu 6 gdid Ii gcj: 

"R"'riirtro. 6. Kull min , b'xi mezz imsemmi fl-anikolu 3 la' dan 
.-ilimili. I-AU, jhedded , j insu lt8, jew jesponi ghal mibegl'lda, 

persekuzzjoni jewdisprezz. Iii xi persunajew grupp ta' persuni 
minhabba fir-razza.twem min. kulur, nazzjonal it~,jew origini 
nazzjonali jew clnika jchel meta jinsab hati prigunerija ghal 
imien la ' mhux iij(d minn tliet xhur u multa .... 

4, A-anikolu 8 tal-ligi prinCipali I-kliem "ta' mhlU iijed minn 
mitejn lira" ghandhomjithassru. 

Emaodall' 5 , Fil-paragrafu (a) ta ' I-artikolu II tal-Iigi prinCipali, iI-kliem 
l..nikol .. 1I1II.liji "ta' mhux ii"'d minn mite,'n lira" ghandhom ,·ithassru . 
priotipoli. "-

~::~:~ 12..0. tdid 6. Minnufih wara l-anikolu 12 tal-l igi prinCipaJi ghandu jidhol 
maI·li. i dan l-artikolu 12A gdid Ii gej : 
pri~ipali. 

Emonda ,,' 
I·..,ikol. I~ 11J·liii 
printipal; 

- PriviI<U 
k",a1ifikM. 

12A. Fi proceduri mchuda in fora la' dan I-Au ikun 
difiia ghall-edilur jew ghar-responsabbli ghall-pubblikazzjoni 
Ii j ipprova Ii l-infonnazzjoni pubblikata kienet tikkonsisti 
rrappon preei i la' diskors Ii saT ravveniment pubbliku 
impon anti minn persuna idcntifikata u Ii kienel taf jew 
ragonevolment sctghet Ikun taf jew lislenna Ii I-kontenut ta' 
dak id-<l iskors se j igi pubblikat rgazzetla jew rmezz lax­
xandir, u Ii I-pubbli kazzjoni ta' I-isless diskors kiene t 
ragonevolment guslifikabbli rsoejellt demokralika .... 

7. Fl·anikolu 14lal-ligi principali: 

(i) fil -paragrafu (a) tieghu l-kliem "la ' mhux iijed minn 
tliet mitt lira" ghandhomjilhassru: u 

(ii) fil .paragrafu (b) lieghu l-kliem " la' mhux iijed minn 
mi tejn lira" ghandhom jllhassru. 



8, Fis-subartikolu (2) ta' I-artikolu 20 tal-ligi prinCipali mintlok 
il-k1iem "ta' mhux izjed minn mitejn lira" ghandhom jidhlu I-kliem 
"ta' mhux izjed minn hames mitt lira". 

9. L-artikolu 21 tal-ligi prinCipali ghandu jigi emendat kif gej: 

(i) minflok in-nota marginali ghal dak l-artikolu ghandhom 
jidhlu I-kliem "Drin ta' risposta."; 

(ii) fis-subartikolu (I) lieghu, wara l-k1iem "gew imfissra 
haiin" tl-ewwel paragrafu ghandhom jiidiedu I-kliem "jew Ii tigi 
esposta gha! at(akk fuq I-unur, id-dinjilajew ir-reputazzjoni taghha, 
jew ghal indhil fil- hajja privata taghha pennezz ta' jew"; 

gej: 
(iii) mintlok is-subartikolu (2) tieghu ghandu jidhol dan Ii 

"(2) Fil-hi ta' gazzetta, risposta skond rna hemm fis­
subartikolu (I) ta' dan I-artikolu ghandha tigi ppubblikata 
bhnln nrtikolu sepnTnl u minghnjr rna jiddahhlu fih xi 
kummenti jew jidher IIi materjal iehor Ii rna jkunx jaghmel 
parti mir-risposta, u dan bi prominenza ugwaJi ghall­
pubblikazzjoni Ii dwarha Ikun qed issir ir-risposla u hadd rna 
jkunjisla' jqassar jew jeditja r-risposta b'mod Ii jippregudika 
I-tweniq effettiv tad-drill la' risposta skond dan I-artikolu. 
Dik id-dikjarazzjoni ghandha ligi ppubblikata mhux iktar tard 
mit-tieni harga tal-gazz.clla wara Ii tigi ricevuta I-taIba: 

l ida meta jintghamel uiu mid-drill ta' risposla ghar­
rigward ta' pubblikazzjoni fgazretta Ii tohrog fintervalli la' 
mill-anqas gimgha, dik id-dikjarazzjoni ghandha tigi 
ppubblikata fil-harga Ii tigi minnufih wara Ii tigi ricevuta t­
talbajekk dik it-taIba tigi ricevuta mill-inqas erbat ijiem qabel 
il-pubblikazzjoni ta ' dik il-harga u mhux iktar tard mit-tieni 
harga Ii tigi wara Ii Ikun giet ricevuta t-talba fil-kaiijiet 1-
ohra koUha ."; 

(Iv) fis-subanikolu (3) tieghu mintlok il-kliem "dikjaraz­
zjoni bhala kontradizzjoni jew spjegazzjoni" ghandhom jidhlu 1-
kliem "dikjarazzjoni skond is-subartikolu (1) ta ' dan I-artikolu"; 

(v) fis-subartikolu (4) tieghu mintlok il-kliem "tehel multa 
meta tinsab hatja" ghandhom jidhlu I-kliem "tehel multa meta 
tinsab hatja ta' mhux inqas minn mitejn lira u fil-kai Ii tinstah 
hekk hatja I-qorti tisla' fis-sentenza taghha tohrog dawk l-ordnijiet 
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Emend>. ta' 
I· ... ikolu W tal·lij:i 
prineipali 

Emend>. .. · 
1· ... ;.010 ~I tal-liii 
pri..c;pa1i . 
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EmcOOa ... • 
1·>rIikolu 22 ,oI. liti 
prir><ipali 

Emrnclo .. ' 
!-onih.lu 23 ,ol-liii 
prine;",,!; . 

fuq il-persuna Ii linSlah hatja hekk kif tqis Ii jkun xieraq sabiex 
tassigura Ii jkun hemm rispett Jejn id-dritt ta' risposta mogh!i b'dan 
I-anikolu. Fin-nuqqas la' tharis la' xi ordni bhal dik iI~persuna Ii 
tinSlah hatja jkollha jkollha thallas lill-kwerelant penali Ii rna tkunx 
la' iktar minn harnes mitt lira u Ii tkun escgwibbJi mill-istess qolti"; 

ger 
(vi) minnok is-subartikolu (6) tieghu ghandu jidhol dan Ii 

"(6) Dan l-art ikolu rna japplikax ghal pubblikazzjoni 
msemmija fl-anikolu 33 la ' dan I-Au f'kaiijict meta rna Ikun 
tista' tiltiched ebda azzjoni tah! dak l-artikolu dwar dik il­
pubblikazzjoni."; u 

(vii) wara s-subartikolu (6) tieghu gh.:ndu jidho! dan is­
subartikolu (7) gdid Ii gej: 

"(7) Id-dritt la' risposta skond dan I-artikolu jiskadi 
jekk min ikun qieghed jitlob dan il-jedd rna jkunx ghamel it­
taiba tieghu fi imien xahar mid-data tal-pubblikazzjoni tal­
gazzettajew mil>-I>andira Ii dwarhom ikun jista' j itwettaq dak 
id-dritt." . 

10, FI-artikolu 22 tal-ligi prinCipaJi minflok il-kliem minn "dik 
il -ligi I-ohra;" sa "minn mitejn lira." ghandhomjidhlu l-kliem "dik il­
ligi I-ohm.". 

I I, Mintlok I-artikolu 23 tal-ligi prinCipaii ghandu jidhol dan Ii gej:-

"""",uni Ii 
koo'<a 

"'"-
ji'"",,,. ,,, 
:u:zjoniji<'. 

23. L-azzjoni kriminali ghal I>i reat taht it -Taqsima 
II u l-azzjoni Civili taht it-Taqsima III ta' dan I-All {ista' 
tittiehed kontra kull wahda minn dawn il·persuni Ii gejjin: 

(a) l-awtur tal-kitba. jekk huwa jkun kitibha 
sabiex tigi ppubblikata,jew jekk ikun ta l-kunsens tieghu 
ghal hekk; 

(b) l-editur; 

jew, jekk dawk il-persuni rna jkunux jistghu jigu 
identifikati, 

(c) ir-responsabbli ghall-pubblikazzjoni.". 



12. Minnufih wara I-artikolu 24 tal-ligi prinCipali ghandu jiidied 
I-artikolu 24A gdid kif gej: 

··P"I1~ .. li -, .. ~ 
pabblit • • 

24A. L-a:ll.:jonijiet kr iminali u c ivili msemmija fl­
art lkolu 23 ta' dan I-Au jistghu jiUiehdu wkoll kontra kull 
persuna Ii Ikun ghamlel diskors pubbliku fCirkoSlanzi fej n 
hija Ikun taf jew ragonevolment setghet Ikun taf jew tislcnna 
Ii I-kontenut ticghu se jigi pubblikat rgazzclta jew fmc zz 
tax-xandir u fil-fau ikun kol1u jew parti minnu hckk 
ippubblikat.". 

13, Fis -subartikolu (2) ta' I-anikolu 25lal-ligi prinCipali: 

(a) minflok iI-kliem minn "u I-istampatur" sal-klicm "I i ssir 
bih ," ghandhom jidh lu I-k liem " u, mcta jkun japplika, ir-
responsabbli ghall-pubblikazzjoni"; u 

(b) minflok il-kliern "x'kien fiha f'xi imien'" ghandhorn 
jidhlu I-kliern "x'kien {ihom il-gazzetta, ix-xandira jew kull Siampat 
iehor, skond il-kaz . fx i i mien" . 

14. Fl-artikolu 26 lal-ligi prinCipaii minflok iI-kliem minn "L­
edilUr jew l-istampalUr la' g87..zena" sal-kliem "Ii bih Ikun sarel," 
ghaoohom jidhlu l-kIiem "II-persuni msemrnija fl -artikolu 23 ta' dan 1-
Au." . 
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Zi<d.o II' 
I_iloIu 2-411. jdid 
...... MiI 
pri.eipoli . 

Emotda II' 
!· ... It.l. 25 1I1 . li ji 
pri~iJllli. 

Emollda II' 
I· ... ikol. 26 LII.hji 
..,...t;p.li 

15. FI-artikolu 28 tal·ligi prinCipali, fis- subartikolu ( I) lieghu, Emtndall' 

minflok il-kliem "elfcjn lira" ghandhom jidhlu I-klicm "hamest elef 1.~oI~. 2IL11.tiil 
1· " pn I'll ,m . 

16 . A-artikolu 29 tal-ligi principali minflok il-klicm "elfcjn lira" 
ghandhom jidhlu l-kliem "hamest elef li ra". 

17, A-artikolu 30 tal-ligi prineipali minflok il-kliem "elfejn lira" 
ghandhom jidhlu I-kliem '"ham est elef lira" . 

IS. Wara s-subartikolu (2) ta' l-artikolu 31 tal-ligi principali 
ghandu jidhol dan ii-proviso Ii gej: 

"Iida d-dispozizzjonijiet tal-paragrafu (d) ta' l-artikolu 374 
tal-KodiCi Kriminali maghandhornx ikunu japplikaw ghar· rigward 
ta' procedirnenti kriminali mibdija skond id-dispoiizzjonijiet ta' 
qabel la' dan l-artiko1u wara Ii I-kwerelant ikun ikkonfenna 1-
kwerela t ieghu bil-gurament quddiem il-Qorti u jekk il-kwerelant 
jonqos milli jidher fil-qorti fxi stadju tal-procedimenti dan rna 

Ernonda II' 
I· ... ikol~ 29 taI.liii 
priotipali. 

Enooonda ll' 
I·"""" )0 LII .1ijj 
pri~lpaii. 

Emtllda II' 
1· ...... 01. 31 ... ·~ii 
priotipali. 
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......... 
I·artikolu ) J taHiti 
prift<\ipali. 

......... 
!·onikol. lot taHiji 
priooCipall. 

......... 
l·anikQl_ )S .... . Iiji 
printipali 

ghanduxjitqies bhala xi deserzjoni tal-proCcdimentijew xi Cessjoni 
tal-kwerela je!::k dak in-nuqqas jigi wara Ii I-kwerelanl ikun 
ikkonferma bil-gurament iI-kwerela licghu qabcl imsemmija,". 

19. L-artikolu 33 tal-ligi prinCipali ghandu jigi emendat kif gej:-

(a) minflok iI-paragrafu (b) tiegtlu ghandujidhol dan Ii gcj: 

"(b) pubblikazzjonijiet Ii j ikkonsislu rkomunikazzjo­
nij iel bejn ufficjali pubblici,jew bej n ufficjali u kuntratturi 
bhal dawk tas-servizz pubbliku jew ufficjal i ta ' korporazzjo­
nijit! pubblici, rapponi ta' inkjesti maghmula skond kullligi. 
jew dikjarazzjonijici la' ufficjal i pubblici maghmula in bona 
fide f1 -inlcress tas-sigurtA naz.zjonali, integTi la terrilOrjali, 
inkolumit3 pubblika. biexjigi evitat id-diiordnijew l-ghemil 
ta' deliui, jew ghall-harsien tas-sahhajew morali;"; u 

(b) i1-paragrafu (c) lieghu ghandu jithassar u I-paragrafi (d) 
u (e) ghandhom jigu enumerati mill-gdid bhala l-paragrafi (c) u 
(d) rispettivament. 

20, F1-anikolu 34 tal-ligi prinCipali l-kliem "jew siampatur" 
ghandhom jithassru , 

21, Is-subanikolu ( I ) la ' l-anikolu 35lal-ligi principali ghandu 
jigi emendat kif gej: 

(a) minflok iI-kJiem "!-istampatur" u "stampatur" kull fejn 
jinsabu ghandhom jidh!u !-kliem "responsabbli ghall-pubblikaz­
zjoni"; 

(b) fi s-subparagrafu (i ) tal-pamgrafu (a), wara l-kJiem " ismu 
u kunjomu," ghandhom j idhlu l-kJjem "numru lal-Karta ta' 1-
IdentiIA,"; 

(e) minflok is-subparagrafu (i) tal-paragrafu (b) ghandu 
jidhol dan Ii gej: 

"0) jekJe ir-responsabbli ghall-pubblikazzjoni jkun 
individwlI, ismu u kunjomu, l-etA, il-post tar-residenza lieghu 
u numru tal-Karta la' 1-ldentitA; 

(ii ) jekJe ir-responsabbli ghall-pubblikazzjoni tkun 
kumpannijajew xi assoejau.joni ohra ta' persuni, isimha,l­
indirizz taghha, il-partikolari tajiet imsemmija fis-subparagrafu 
(i) dwar ir- rappreientant guridiku taghha, U, meta dan ikun 



japplika, in-numru ta' registrazzjoni taghha bhala kumpannija 
jew soejetil.;"; u 

(d) is-subparagrafi Oi) u (iii) lal-paragrafu (b) ghandhom 
j igu enumerati mill -gdid bhala s-subparagrafi (iii) u (Iv) 
rispettivament. 

22, A -artikolu 37 tal-ligi principaJi minflok il-kliem "hamsa u 
ghoxrin centeimu" ghandha tidhol il-kelma "lira". 

23. L-artikolu 38 tal-ligi prinCipali ghandu jithassar. 

24, Minllok I-artikolu 41 tal-ligi prinCipali ghandu jidhol dan Ii 

"41. Id-dispoiizzjonijiet ta' din il-Taqsima rna ghandhomx 
japplikaw ghall-pubblikazzjonijiel perjodiCi ippubblikati minn ,jew 
b'ordni jew penness ta' jew ghall-ui.u la' ,il-Gvem ta' Malta jew 
kull Ministeru jew Dipartiment lieghu jew il-Kamra tad-Dcputati." . 

25. Minllok it-Taqsima IV A tal-ligi prinCipali ghandu j idhol 
dan Ii gej: 

Edituri to· 
...... iui '0· 
u.wi •. 

AppliUbilitl 
.. · I·ortikoli 
3S.16.J8. 
39 u40. 

Dmirijiet 
.. ·I...:Iituri. 

Tif.lriet. 

"TAQSIMA V 
SERVIZZITA ' XANDIR 

42. Kull detentur ta ' licenza tax-xandir rMalta ghandu 
jahtar persuna Ii jkollha I-kwalifiki e lenkati Il -artikolu 34 
sabiex taghmilha ta ' editor ta', u tkun editorjalmenl 
responsabbli ghas-servizz ta ' xandir provdut skond dik il ­
licenza. 

43. Id-dispoiizzjonijiet taO I-artikoli 35,36,3839 u 
40 ta' dan I-Au ghandhom mutalis mutandis japplikaw ghall­
edituri la' servizzi ta' xandir u ghal detenturi ta ' licenzi t!lX­
xandir hekk kif japplikaw ghall-edituri ta' gazzelli u ghall­
gazzelli rispeuivament . 

44. L-edituri tas-servizzi tax-xandir ghandujkollhom 
I-isless dmirijiet u obbJigi tahl dan I-Atl skond rna ghandhom 
bl-istess All I-edituri tal-gazzetti. 

45 . Ghall-ghanijici ta' din it-Taqsima I-fraii "licenza 
tax.-xandir" ghandu jkollha I-istess tifsira bhal dik moghlija 
lilha Il-Att la '1-1991 dwar ix-Xandir.". 
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Ernomdo .. • 
I·.nikolu J7 toHiti 
prineip.oli . 

TI\wiT"· 
I .... ikolu ]8 taI. liti 
prin<ipali 

SoMi<ruzjooi ta· 
I·ortikolu 41 taI ·lii i 
prineip.oli. 

SOSIitlJl.zjooi 
toI· Toqsim> IVA 
,aI. lii i prineipali. 



 

A 2JJ2 

Smti'."joni'M_ 
Taq . ima V t.1I. liti 
prineipoli. 

26. It-Taqsima V tal- ligi principali ghandha tithassaru minflokha 
jidhol dan Ii gej:-

](""fi<len'jal itl 
10: ""';. 

ACees. JhaI 
'''ibn! Ii 
jkoll" 
I_G",m 

"T AQSIMA VI 
LmERT AlIET GURNALISTICI 

46. Ebda QOTti rna ghandha (chlieg Ii persuna 
msemmija l1 -artikolu 23 ta' dan I-All tikxef, anqas rna ghandha 
dik il-persuna tkun hatja la' disprezz lejn J-awtorita tal-Qorti 
(alii rna tkunx trid tikxef, is-sorsi ta' informazzjoni Ii tkun 
tinsab fgazzettajew xandira Ii hija tkun responsabbJi ghaliha, 
kemm-i1 darba rna jigix stabbilit ghas-sodisfazzjon tal-Qorti 
Ii dak iI-hif ikun mehtieg fl-inleress tas-sigurta nazzjonali, 
integritA Icrritorjali jew inkolumita pubblika,jew ghat-tharis 
mid-diiordni jew kriminalita,jew gba!l-harsicn la' I- interessi 
tal-gustizzja: 

I:ida I-Qorti rn'ghandhicx tordna dak il-hif sakcrnrn rna 
tkunx ukoll sodisfalta Ii fic-Ci rkostanzi partikolari tal-kai: il­
hlicga Ii I-Qorti taghrnel investigazzjoni tkun ikbar rnill-htiega 
tal -media lijipprmegu s-sorsi ta' infonnazzjoni taghhorn, wara 
Ii ji tqies sew ir-rwol tal-medja fsoejeta demokratika: 

Ii:da wkoll, cbda liaga f'dan I-artikolu rna ghandha 
titfisser bliala Ii lei.enta iiI xi persuna rnsernrnija fl-artikolu 
23 ta' dan I-All rnilli ggib prova dwar il-verita la' xi faui 
rninnha anribwili skond rna hernrn fl-artikolu 12 ta' dan 1-
All. 

47. (I) Il -Gvem ta' Maltaghandu jistabbilixxi pro­
ccduri sabiex jaghti lir-rapprei.entanti ta ' I-istampa dak it­
taghrif Ii jghinhom iwettqu d-dmirijiet pubbliCi taghhom. 

(2) Is-subartikolu (1) ta' dan I-artikolu rna 
ghandux jibqa' japplika f'dawn il -kazijiet Ii geiiin: 

(a) meta dak it-taghrif jista' jfixkel. iwaqqaf, 
idewwem jew jippcrikola I-process xicraq ta' pro­
cedirnenti legali pendenti jew meta J-Gvem jew aWlorita 
pubblika ohra jkollhom il-jedd legali Ii jirrifjutaw rnilli 
jaghtu dak it-taghrif fqortijew quddiem xi tribunal ichor 
imwaqqaf b']jgi; 

(b) meta I-gholi ta' dak il-taghrif jinvo[vi I-hif 
ta ' taghrifricevut mill-Gvem b'mod konfidenzjali; 



(c) meta dak it-taghrif ikun jikser xi interess 
pubbliku Ii jirbah fuq kolloxjew xi interess privat lijkun 
jehtieg harsien; 

(d) meta t-taghrif ikun jirrigwarda hwejjeg Ii 
jkollhom x'jaqsmu mas-sigurla nazzjonali jew in­
kolumila pubblika; 

(e) meta I-process tal-gbir tat-Ulghrif mehtieg ikun 
iqieghed piz spropofljonat fuq I-amministrazzj oni 
pubblika. 

(3) II -Gvem rna jistax johrog struzzjonij iel 
generali Ii jipprojbixxu I-ghoti ta' taghrif Iii xi ga.zzella jew 
servizz ta' xandir lieenzjat Ii jkollhom xi fehma panikolari 
jew Iii xi gazzetta jew servin ta ' xandir lieenzjat speCifici.". 

27, L-artikoli 50,51 u 52 tal-ligi prinCipali ghandhom jigu 
enumerati mill -gdid bhulu I-artikoli 48, 49 u 50 rispcttivament. 

28, It-Taqsima VI tal-lig; principali ghandha tigi enumerata mill­
gdid bhala t-Taqsima VlI . 

29 , L-artikolu 53 tal-ligi principali ghandu jithassar u minfloku 
ghandujidhol dan Ii gej: 

"'ObbIipu­
;o.u;.. .. -
.... pwetlZII_ 

51. (I) Kull gazzetta Ii tigi ppubblikata f' Malta 
ghandha turi isem ir-responsabbJi ghall -pubblikazzjoni 
taghha, u d-ctata meta Ikun giel Siampata. 

(2) If -Registratur j ista' skond il-ligi jitlob u jikseb 
infomlazzjoni minghand xi persuna dwar min ikun is-sid ta ' 
gazzetta Ii tigi ppubblikata f Maltajew ta' kumpannija Ii tkun, 
jew assoejazzjoni ohra ta' persuni Ii jkunu,jew Ii kienu f'xi 
zmien, b'mod direll jew indirett, is-sid ta' dik iI-gazzettajew 
rigward il _trasferiment ta' ishm ~ j,.,w iI_knntro ll ta' xi 
kumpannija bhala dik. 

(3) L-informazzjoni mitluba mir-Registratur 
skond is-subartikolu (2) ta' dan I-an ikolu ghandha tinghata Ii 
zmien ghaxart ijicm minn meta I-persuna mehtiega Ii taghti 
l-infonnazzjoni taslilha t-talba ghal dik I-informazzjoni, u din 
ghandha tiddahhal mir-Registratur fi r-registru tal-gazzetti . 

(4) Kull min jikser id-dispoii 7~jonijiel la' dan 1-
anikolu jehel meta jinsab hali mulla. 

A 2m 
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52. F'kull proi:eduri quddiem xi Qorti. Tribunal jew 
Bord imwaqqfa b'I;Si, cen ifikal mahrug u ffinnal miT­
Registratur Ii juri min huwa.jew min fxi zmien kien l-editur 
jew ir-responsabbli ghall-pubblikazzjoni ta' xi gazzettajew 
la' servizz la ' xandir, ikun prova tal-kontenut tieghu sakemm 
rna ji8;ix pru"'a! il-kuntrarju. 

53. Id-dispozizzjonijiet ta' I-At! dwar l-Istampa kif 
fis-sehh qabe] id-dhul fis-sehh la' I-At! ta ' 1- 1996 Ii jcmenda 
I-An dwar I-Istampa , ghandhom jibqghu japplikaw ghar­
rigward ta' kull azzjoni Civili jew kriminali ,jcdd gtla] attjoni, 
jedd jew obbligu Ii ghandhom x'jaqsmu rna' jew Ii j ilnisslu 
minn xi pubblikazzjoni maghmula qabel id-dhul fis-sehh la' 
dak I-Au: 

lida d-dispoi izzjonijiet tal-proviso ghas-subartikolu (2) 
la' l-art ikolu 31, la' l-artikolu 46, U la ' l-artikolu 52 kif 
introddoti b)·Au la' 1· 1996 Ii jemenda I·Au dwar 1· lslampa 
ghandhom japplikaw b'effett immedjal.". 

Mghoddi mill· Kamra tad· Depulati fis-Seduta Nru. 524 lal-25 ta' 
Manu, 1996. 

R ICHARD J . C AUCHI 

Skrivon tol-Komro lod·/Nputoli. 

LA WRE.NCE GONZI 

Speaker 



I assent. 

(LS.) Ugo MIFSUD BONNIC! 

President 

29th March, 1996 

ACT No. X or 1996 
AN ACT to amend the Press Act, Cap. 248 

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the House of Representatives, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authori ty of the same, as follows:-

I. This Act may be ci ted as the Press (Amendment) Act , 1996, 
and shal1 be read and construed as one with the Press Act, hereinafter 
referred to as "the principru law". 

2. In section 2 of the principal law: 

(a) the definition of "broadcast" shall be deleted and substituted 
by the following: 

.. "broadcast" means the transmission by wire or over the air. 
including that by satellite, in encoded or unencoded fonn of words or 
of visual images, whether ornot such words orimagtS are in fact received 
by any person;": 

AI, 1 ..... 0( 
__ 20( Il10 

...... ipol ..... 
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(b) in the definition of "editor" ,lIle word "newspaper" shall 
be replaced by the words "newspaper or broadcasting service"; 

(c) the definition of "prin ter" shall be deleted; and 

(d) after the definition of "printed matter" there shall be 
added the following new definition: 

.. "publisher" means a person who owns an enterprise 
publishing a newspaper or who holds a broadcasting licence 
and includes any person who owns facilities for the production 
or reproduction of any printed matter;". 

~1II"r 3. (a) Sections 5 and 6 of the principal law shall be renumbered 
=~~II~~ as subsections (1) and (2) of section 5 respectively . 

_ .. 
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(b) Immediately after subsection (2) of section 5 as amended 
there shall be inserted the following new section 6: 

"Rocl"" and 
,imilar 

"'=. 
6. Whosoever, by any means mentioned in section 3 

of this Act , shall threaten, insult, or e xpose to hatred, 
persecut ion oroontempt.a person or group of persons because 
of their race, creed. colour. national ity, or national or ethnic 
origin shall be liableon conviction to imprisonment for a tenn 
not exceeding three months and to a fine (mulla).". 

4. In section 8 of the principaJlaw the words "not exceeding two 
hundred liri" shall be dcletcd. 

5 . In paragraph (a) of section I I of the principal law. the words 
"not exceeding twO hundred liri" shall be deleted. 

6. Immediately after section 12 of the principal law there shall 
be added the following new section 12A: 

12A. In proceedings instituted under th is Act it 
shall be a defence for the editor or the publisher to prove that 
the information published consisted of an accurate report of 
a speech made at an important public event by an identified 
person who knew orcould have reasonably known orexpecled 
that the content of that speech was to be published in a 
newspaper or in a broadcasting medium and that the 
publication of the said speech was reasonably justifiable in a 
democratic society.". 
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7. In section 14 nfthe principal law: Aa ... d" ....... of 
...,. ... 14 of .... 
prilloCipol ...... 

(i) in paragraph (a) thereof the words "not exceeding three 
hundred liri" shall be deleted; and 

(ii) in paragraph (b) thereof the words "not exceeding two 
hundred Iiri" shall be deleted. 

8. In subsection (2) of section 20 of the principal law for the "'~_ .. of 

words "two hundred liri" there shall be substituted the words "five ;:",,7pal~,~,1ho 
hundred liri". 

9. Section 21 of the principal law shall be amended as follows: 

(i) the marginal note to the said section shall be substituted 
by the words "Right of rep\y ."; 

(ii) in subsection (1) thereof, after the word 
"misrepresented" in the first paragraph thereo f there shall be added 
the words "or who has been subjected to an attack on his honour, 
digni ty or reputation, or 10 an intrusion into his private life by 
means of or"; 

(iii) subsection (2) of the said section shall be substituted 
by the following : 

'"(2) In the case of a newspaper, a reply in tenns of 
subsection ( I) of this section shall be published as a separate 
article and without being interpolated with any comments or 
other material thaI does nOI form pan of tile reply , wilh equal 
prominence as the publication in respec t of which the right of 
reply is exercised and it shall not be lawful to shorten or edit 
the reply in such a manncr as to prejudice the effective exercise 
of the righ t of reply under this section. The said statement 
shall be published not later than the second issue o f the 
newspaper following the receipt of the request: 

Provided that when the right of reply is availed of in 
respect o f a publication in a newspaper published at in tervals 
of at least one week, the said statement shall be published in 
the issue immediately following the receipt of the request if 
such request is rece ived at least four days before the 
publication of the said issue and not later than the second 
issue following the receipt of the request in all other cases."; 

"' ... odi ...... al 
__ 2101d>e 
pnncipol Jaoor. 
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(IV) in subsection (3) of the said section for the words "a 
statement by way of contradiction or explanation" there shalt be 
substituted the words "a statement in lemu of subsection ( I) of 
this section" ; 

(v) in subsection (4) of the said section for the words "fine 
(multa)" there shall be substituted the words " fine (multa) of a 
minimum of two hundred liri and in the case of such conviction 
the coun shall in its judgement make such orders upon the party 
convicted as it deems appropriate as to ensure respect o f the righ t 
of reply granted by this section. In defauil of compliance with any 
such order the party convtcted shall be liable to pay the complainant 
a penalty nO( exceeding five hundred liri which shall beenforceable 
by the same coun"; 

(vi) subsection (6) of the said section shall be subst ituted 
by the following : 

"(6) This seclion shall not apply IQ any publication 
mentioned in section 33 of this Act in cases where no action 
lies under that section in respect of such publication ."; and 

(vii) afle r subsection (6) of thc said section there shall be 
added the following new subsection (7): 

"(7) The right of reply under Ihis section shall lapse if 
the person demanding such right shall not have claimed it 
within one month from the date of the publication of the 
newspaper or of the broadcast in respect of which the said 
righl may be excrcised.". 

10. In seclion 22 of the principal law the words from "shall 
apply;" unlil the end of the section shall be substituted by the words 
"shall apply". 

11. Section 23 of the principal law shall be substituted by the 
following: 

-­... ~ .... 
""'""'~ ~" institul«l. 

23 . Criminal proceedings for any offence under Part 
II and civil proceedings under Part III of this Act may be 
insti tuted against each of the following persons: 

(a) the author, ifhe shall have composed the work 
for the purpose of its being published. or ifhe shall have 
consented thereto; 

(b) the edi tor; 
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or. if the said persons cannot be identified, 

(c) the publisher." . 

12. Immediately after section 24 of lhe principal Jaw there shall .... dditioo ol 

be added the followi ng new section 24A: :-~2A"" 
pn.:ipol .... . 

:::'" 24A. The criminal and the civil actions mentioned in section 
p:IJl: I 23 of this Act may also be instituted against any person who shall 
.ptUh. have made a public speech in circumstances where he was aware 

or could have reasonably been aware or have expected that the 
content of his speech was going to be published in a newspaper or 
a broadcasting medium and in fact is in whole or in pan so 
published .... 

13. In subsection (2) of section 25 of the principal law: 

(a) the words from'''and the printer" to the words " from 
which it is made," shall be substituted by the words "and, where 
applicable. the publisher"; and 

(b) the words "contents thereof' shall be substituted by the 
words "contents of the newspaper, broadcast or other printed 
matter, as the case may be,", 

,. '_of 
ooctioo,2joflho 
prioripalb ... 

14. In section 26 of the principal law for the words from "The Amol>lln><.tof 

edi tor or printer of a newspaper" unti l th.e words " from wh.ich it is ;::;~~.".!,tbo 
made,", inclusive, there shall be substituted the words "The persons 
mentioned in section 23 of this Act ,", 

15, In section 28 of the principal law ,in subsection (1) thereof, A_ot 

for the words ''two thousand liri" there shall be substituted the words ;::'!;~21 .. "..!,"" 
"rive thousand liri" . 

16, In section 29 of the principal law for the words "two thousand Am<ndmtno of 

li ri" there shall be substituted the words "five thousand liri". ~ .. ,!,"" 

17. In section 30 of tne principal Jaw for the words ''two thousand """"'-'0( 

liri" there shall be substituted the words " fi ve thousand liri", :J' .. ~ ,dw. 

18. Afler subsection (2) of section 31 of the principal law there Amendment of 

shall be added the following proviso: to<:tion 3) oftbo 
pri..,ipal "w, 

"Provided that the provisions of paragraph (d) of section 374 
of the Criminal Code shall not apply in respect of criminal 
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proceedings instituted in tenns o f the foregoing provisions of th is 
section aner the complainant has con finned his complaint on oath 
before the Court and the absence of the complainant from the court 
at any stage of the proceedings shall nOl be deemed to constitute 
the abandonment of the proceedings or the withdrawal of the 
complaint if the said absence is subsequent to the said confirmation 
of the complaint on oath by the complainant.". 

19. Section 33 of the principal law shall be amended as follows : 

(a) paragraph (b) the reof shall be substituted by the 
following : 

"(b) publications consisting of communications 
between public officers, or between such officers and 
contractors of the public service or officials of public 
corporations, reports of inquiries held in terms of any law. or 
statements by public officers that are made in good faith in 
the interests of national security, territorial integrity, public 
safcty, for the prevention of disorder or crime or for the 
protection of health or morals;"; and 

(b) paragraph (e) thereof shall be deleted and paragraphs 
(d) and (e) shall be re-numbered as paragraphs (c) and (d) 
respect ively . 

20. In section 34 of the principal law the words "or print" shall 
be deleted. 

21. Subsection (I) of section 35 of the principal law shall be 
amended as follows: 

(a) the word "printer" shall be replaced by the word 
"publisher" wherever it appears in the text; 

(b) in subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) thereof after the 
words "name and surname" there shall be inserted the words 
" Identity Card number."; 

(c) subparagraph 0) of paragraph (b) shall be substi tuted 
by the followin g: 

"Ci) if the publisher is an individual, his name,surname, 
age. place of residence and Identity Card number; 



(ii) if the publisher is a company or other association 
of persons, its name, address, the particulars mentioned in 
subparagraph (i) in respect of its judicial representative, and, 
where applicable, its company or partnership registration 
number;"; and 

(d) subparagraphs Oi) and (iii) of paragraph (b) shall be 
renumbered as subparagraphs (iii) and (iv) respectively. 

22. In section 37 of the principal law for the words "twenty five 
cents" there shall be substituted the words "one lira". 

23. Section 38 of the principal law shall be deleted. 
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24. Section 41 
following: 

of the principal law shall be substituted by the Subs';". i"" of 
I tccioo 41 of the 
principal I . .. . 

·'41, The provisions of this Part shall not apply to any 
periodical publication published by, or by order or leave of or for 
the use of, the Government of Malta or any of its Ministries or 
Departments or the House of Representatives.". 

25. Part IV A of the principal law shall be substituted by the 
following: 

"PART V 
BROADCASTING SERVICES 

Edi!<lrSof 42. Every holder of a broadcasting licence in Malta 
::='~inl shall appoint a person having the qualifications listed in 

section 34 to be the editor of, and be editorially responsible 
for, the broadcasting service providerl in tenns of the said 
licence. 

AppiOcability 43. The provisions of sections 35, 36, 38, 39 and 40 of 
of """im. 
JS. 36. 38, this Act shall mutatis mutandis apply to editors of broadcasting 
39 ond 4(), services and to broadcasting licencees as they apply to editors 

OW .. o( edi,,,... 

of newspapers and to newspapers respectively. 

44. Editors of broadcasting services shall have tbe same 
duties and obligations under this Act as are by the same 
imposed on erlitors of newspapers. 

Suh"i'Ulim of 
PortlY;' of''''' 
principal 1.,.. 
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45 . For the purpose of this Pan the tenn "broadcasting 
licence" shall have the same meaning as is anributed to it in 
the Broadcasting Act, 1991." . 

26. Part V of the principal law shall be deleted and substituted 
by the following: 

_. 
w-........ 
bold by - . 

"PART VI 
JOURNALISTIC FREEDOMS 

46. No Court shall require any person mentioned in 
section 23 of this Act to disclose , nor shall such person be 
guilty of contempt of court for refusing to disclose, the source 
of infonnation contained in a newspaper or broadcast for 
which he is responsible unless it is established to the 
satisfaction of the Court that such disclosure is necessary in 
the interests of national security, territorial integrity or public 
safety, or for the prevention of disorder or crime or for thc 
protection of the interests of justice: 

Provided that the Court shal l not order such disclosure 
unless it is also satisfied that in the particular circumstances 
of the ease the need for investigation by the Court outweighs 
the need of the media to protect its sources, due regard being 
taken of the importance of the role of the media in a democratic 
society: 

Provided furth er that nmhing in this section shall be 
interpreted as exempting any person mentioned in section 23 
of this Aet from proving the truth of any facts attributed by 
him in tenns of section 12 of this Act. 

47. ( I) The Government shall establish procedures 
10 give representativesof lhe press the infonnation which helps 
them fulfil their public tasks. 

(2) Subsection ( I) of this section shall not apply 
in the foll OWing cases: 

(a) where such information could fo il, impede. 
delay or jeopardise the appropriate procelis of pending 
legal proceedings o r where Government or another 
public authority would be legally entitled to refuse to 



grant such information In a court o r other tribunal 
established by law; 

(b) where the granting of such information would 
entail the disclosure of informalion received by 
Government in confidence; 

(e) where such information would violate an 
overriding public inleresl or a private interest warranting 
protection; 

(d) where the information concerns matters 
related to naliona1 securi ty or public safety; 

(e) when the gathering of the information 
requested would place a disproportionate burden on the 
public administration. 

(3) It shall not be lawful for Government to issue 
general instructions that prohibit the giving of information to 
any newspaper or licensed broadcasting service holding a 
particular view or to any speci fied newspaper or licensed 
broadcasting service .... 
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27 . Sections 50, 5 1 and 52 of the principal law shall be 
renumbered as sections 48 , 49 and 50 respectively. 

Re. """""ri", of 
ot>ttioM ~Uland 
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VO. 
28. 

.-. 
Pan VI of the principal law shall be renumbered as PART R .. ~ of 

P ... Vl of~ 

priooc:i"low. 

29. Section 53 of the principal law shall be deleted and substituted S-"';"of 
. _Slot"", 

by the followmg: priaci"low. 

51. (I) Every newspaper published in Malta shall 
publish the name of its publisher and the date on which it was 
printed. 

(2) It shall be lawful for the Registrar to demand 
and obtain information from any person concern ing the 
ownership of a newspaper published in Malta or of acompany 
or other association of persons that is or at any time was, 
directly or indirectly, the owner of such a newspaper or with 
regard to the transfer of shares or control of any such company . 

(3) Information demanded by the Registrar in 
terms of subsection (2) of th is section shall be given within 
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ten days of communication of the demand to the person from 
whom the information is required, and shall be included by 
the Regislrar in the register of newspapers. 

(4) Whosoever shall contravene the provisions of 
th is section shall on conviction be liable to a fine (multa). 

52. In any proceedings before a Court, or before a 
Tribunal or Board established by law, a certificate issued and 
signed hy the Registrar showing who is or at any time was, 
the editor or the publisher of a newspaper or a broadcasting 
service shall constitute proof of its content unless the contrary 
is proved. 

53. The provisions ofthe Press Act as in force prior to 
the coming inlO force of Ihe Press (Amendment) Act, 1996 
shall continue 10 apply in respect of any civil or criminal 
action, right of action, right or obligation relating to or arising 
out of any publication made prior to the coming inlO force of 
that Act: 

Provided thai the provisions ofthe proviso to subsection 
(2) of section 31 ,of section 46 and of section 52 as introduced 
by the Press (Amendment) Act, 1996 shall come into force 
wilh immediate effect.". 

Passed by Ihe House of Representatives at Sitting No. 524 of 
the 251h March,1996. 

R ICHARD J . CAUCHI 

Clerk to the House of Representatives. 

L AWRENCE GONZI 

Speaker 
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